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Thomrs Jefferson Hamrick ©b. 1810 - 4. 1881

We begin our story with "Grandpa" Hemrick - the one who started

the cemetery between Collinsville and Lake Okatibbee., He came here with
a new wife and his father, mother, brothers and sisters, in time for his
First child to be born in Lauderdale County on February 14, 1836.

"Grandpa' Hamrick was the oldest child of nine listed in his parents
family Bible. His name was Thomas Jefferson and he was born on February
10, 1810, in Georgia. His tombstone reads February 14th, but since his
first child, Elmira, was born on February 14th, they probably celebrated
together and descendants who bought the stone thought February 14th was
correct.

"Grandpa' Hamrick was enumerated next door to his father, John C.
Hamrick, in 1850, and this was probably on the "Bozeman Place" on Pine
Springs Road.

After John C. died on September 1, 1856, at age 714, Grandpa Hamrick
(T.J.) bought a place across the road from Mitt and Rod Hitt's house near
the Hamrick Cemetery. This was a large house used for travelers and called "
"Wayside Inn". They moved there in 1857 and he owned 640 acres at that

location. He had inherited sbout fifteen slaves from his father and

may have had a few of his own since he was about 47 years old and had been
in Lauderdale County for 20 yearss = . He died on October 30, 1881, at
age 71-2/3, having lived at this last place 24 years.

Grandpa Hamrick (Thomas Jefferson) who was born in Georgia, moved with
his family to Alabama when he was about 10 years old. He first married
Cinia/Sinia Brown in Monroe County, Alabama, on November 23, 1834. The
name is spelled HAM@RICK on the Monroe County records.

Thomas Jefferson Hamrick was 25 when he married the first time and
Siniatwes . They had 6 children: Elmira b, February 14, 1836;

John B. b. March 12, 1837; Margaret b. August 28, 1839; Thomas b, ca. 1842;

Joseph b, ca. 1843; and James (Jim) b. March 24, 1845,
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"Sinie" must have died wheﬁ James (Jim) was born or when he
was small as Grandpa Hamrick (T.J.) married his second wife during
the "winter of 1846"., This rcguld have been in January or February
of 1846 - Jim could have been as young as 10 months when he married
again. This time he married Sabrina "Sibby" Phillips b, ca. 1817
in Maringo County, Alabama. She must have been 29 or 30 years old
at that time. To this union was born 6 children: Mary'b. ca. 1848
and who must have died before the 1860 census; Maxry C., called Molly,
b, ca. 1850; Virgil b. ca. 1852; Alice b, ca. 1855; Nellie and Burwell.
The last two were born after the census, but my mother never heard of
them and thinks they must have died young. The 3 children who grew
up here all mérried and movedyaway and have no descendants with whom
we are familiar. We'll just study the six children by the first wife,
but we must give the second wife full credit for bringing up the first
set. The children could have been no older than one, three, four, six,
eight and ten when "Sibby" took on the task of being their mother and
then giving birth to six of her own.

Of the first six children of Grandpa Hamrick, Elmira was the
oldest and the first to marry. She also lived to be the oldest (86)
and to bear the most children (17).

One day when Elmira was only 15 years old a nice looking man rode
up on the most beautiful horse anyone could imagine. It probably was a
Tennessee Walking Horse and it had a gorgeous (yes, gorgeous!) saddle and
bridle on it. The bridle was covered with silver decorations the size of
quarters. It must have looked like ones we see in the Rose Bowl Parade
on New Year's Day! He said he was looking for descendants of John C.
Hamrick and that his name was Joseph L. Houston, and he had ridden all
the way from Texas.

I do not know if he stayed with Grandpa Hamrick or not but he
probably stayed there at first. My grandmother, Mittie Ethridge, who
lived with Grandpa Hamrick (T.J.) from the time she was 13till he died
when she was 20, told us this. Anyway, this man with the gorgeous '
horse, married Elmira before her 16th birthday! It was a surprise to
everyone but them snd I was told that someone helped her "visit away

from home" so that the marriage could take place,.
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Although the brothers and sisters of Elmira were born at two year
intervals, it was almost seven years before the next two got brave enough
to marry: Margaret, 184 married on February 18, 1858, and John
(between Elmira and Margaret) married in less than a month on March 11,
1858, He was 21 years old and married Mary Elizabeth Harwell. Margaret
married Jacob Wells, who lived nearby.

Thomas ;ﬁd Joseph, the next children in line, lost their lives
in the Civil War, unmarried. James "Jim", the youngest of the 1ist set,
married on October 26, 1886, at age 23. His wife was Clementine Williamson
and called "Aunt Tiny". All the "Hamricks" by Grandpa's first wife come
through this son. ’

v Now we'll list the children of Grandpa's four children who could
marry and have a family: '
I. ELMIRA - on the 1900 census indicated that she had given birth
to 17 live children. We can only name 16. |
1. Columbus b. 1852 (or early 1853) was on 1870 census as 17
years old (died in teens?)
2, Margaret (Maggie) b. 1854, married a Williamson and then
a Snowden. Grandmother of Lamar, Margaret, James Martin,
Norman, Bernice, Charlotte Snowden and others.
3, John Oliver b. 1856 married Ida Jones
ﬁ. Sinai/Sinie b. December 20, 1858 married a Hudson.
”“5. Sabrina/Sibby b. December 20, 1858 married John Wesley
Gibson. Mother of Cam, Walter, Sam, Fred, Tomm&, and

Velma - Grandmother of Cameron, Walterine, Francis, Edzel G.,

Twins

Lloyd Freemsn and others.
. Willis b. ca., 1861
Josephine b, ca. 1863 d, 1864
Mollie b. ca. 1864 d. 1864
Thomas Jefferson b, 1865 married Susie Collins was
"Dy, Tom" of Meridian. He had 2 boys and 1 girl:
Wilburn Collins Houston I, Mark and Carmen,
10, Mary Ardella b, 1867 Married Tully Ethridge, brother to
my grandfather "Mack" Ethridge who married Mittie Wells.
Mittie was the daughter of Margaret who was a sister to Elmira.
waunt Della" was mother of Ethel, Sims, Luke, Bee & Bert (twins)
and Inell,
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Twins'.

III

11.

12.

13.

14,
15.
16.

Joseph Luther, Jr. b. September 2, 1869 married Minnie Wellborn
on Dec. 24, 1889 and they were p-rents of Cecil (£), Jesse, - =
pAllie, Ila, Joe B., Alton and Oleta. They are grandparents of

' Dan, Fay, Aaron, Max, Joyce, Gayle, etc., and great grandparents“

of Chantel and Tori in our church,

Ida b. 1872 married William Lee Walker and some of their
children are Marks, Eulus, Ray, Madge, Ellis, and W. L. Jr.
Lillie Bell b. 1873 married Walter Walker - brother to Will
Walker above. Their children are Blannie, X. L. , Stanton,
Legette, Clyde, Inez, and G. W.

Annie b. 1875 died 1886 (about 11 years old)

Paul b, 1877 --unmarried

Claude b, 1877 - unmarried

JOHN, who could hand down the Hamrick name was the father of at

least eleven children but only one son. . This son, Tom, named

for Grandpa Hamrick, never had a child to live.

1.

Elizabeth married a Carpenter and had 3 children, Ada, John

and Trvin. Her husband died young and she and the children
went back to live with her parents. Ada is mother of Ardele,
Robbye Rea, Irvadean, Sadye, Christine, Myra and Charles Moore.
Saphronia, "Aunt Fronie", married a Prewitt - no children,

but she reared Winnie Mae (her sister's child).

Katherine "Kate" married Augie Clark. They were parents of
Marvin, Blton, William and Earline.

Nettie married a Weatherford.

Ava married Hillard Gibson (4 brother to my Grandfather Ethridge).
Ella married Thomas Gibson (% brother to my Grandfather Ethridge
and the widower of my Grandmother's sister, Bettie, who died

at age 26). Aunt Ella was the mother of Ruby, Kliné; Joe Alton,
Heber, Norman and Melba.

Tom (only son) married Carrie Clark sister of "Augie" who
married Tom's sister Katherine #3 above. They had no children.
Maggle married a Weatherford., She married sister Nettie's widower
and became the step-mother of Nettie's infant.

Annie married Bob Moore, had 2 boys- Melville who married

Vera Moore and Malcolm who married Mary Lucille Jolly. They

are grandparents of Barry and Carolyn, and Great grandparents

of Monica, Ashley and Scott.
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10.
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Johnnie married Jim Tucker and had Winnie Mae. When her

mother died Aunt Fronie took her,
Mattie married Rhodes Gibson. Their children are Bdward

and Taze.

Margaret married Jacob Wells and had Mary Ellis, Mittie

(my grandmother); and Bettie. Jacob (26) was killed in the Civil
Yar (Skirmish at Iuka, MS), and left Margaret at 23 with 3 little
girls - ages 5 weeks, 19 months, and 3 years+2 months. She went

back to 1live with her father and step-mother and never married again.

She died at age 52% while living with her only surviving child

(my grandmother).

1.

Mary Ellis (Cslled Ellis) married at age 183 on February 3,
1878, to James W. Moore age 33%. Twenty-two monthes later

on- Dec, 3, 1879, a daughter was born to them and named for

her mother, "Marxry Ellis", who died the next day. This child
was called '"Daisy". Margaret (the mother-in-law), and Mittie,
age 19, (sister-in-law), lived with James W. Moore to take
care of the new baby. Margaret's other child, Bettie,

merried 7 weeks later so all four left Grandpa Hamrick's

plzce. He would only live 22 more months.

Mittie taught school - sonetimes 2 terms a year because most
schools only laste& four months. Also, parents were real anxious
to locate a teacher who would live nearby and teach their
children. Mittie vowed not to marry young and not to marry
unless her husband bromised to be good to Her mother. She

was married at 25 on June 3, 1886 (6% years after her younger
sister, Bettie, was married), to Joseph McCullough Ethridge,
241 years old, Mittie lived to be 963 years old. She often

said she wished she could have given some of her years to her .

two sisters who died at ages 20 and 26,
Grandpa Mack bought and sold houses, had a store at several

different times, built roads by contract at one time, taught

-.school a few terms but didn't like it, and was supervisor at

the time the courthouse was built. His name is on the
cornerstone of the present building. He died at age 69 after

being confined to a wheel chalr for five years following a stroke.
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Their children were Selby, Irma and Homer. The first
son died at about age 434, Homer at about age 60, but Irma
is going strong at 94% years! Irma's children are
Evelyn Clay, Rosalyn McPhail, Marvin Blanks, Jr. and Edwin
who died in 1972. Grandchildren are Dr, John Clay, Meridian,
Dan Clay, South Carolina; Bill McPhail, Germany: Mark McPhail,
Meridian;'and Bettye‘McPhail Stroud, Meridian. "Greats"
include David, Haley, and Morgan McPhail in our church,
3. Margaret Elizabeth (Bettie) at age 173, married Samuel
Thomas Gibson, age 22, on Jan, 21, 1880. They cut trees
and cleared new ground together while Bettie's mother kept
house for themvand did the washing outdoors. This was after
James VW, Moore‘married again and had someone to tend to Daisy.
Bettie and Thomas didn't have any children (to live), iand
Bettie died, after apparently recovering from typhoid fever,
at age 26 years and 2 months.
Uncle Thomas later married Bettie's first cousin, Ella
Hamrick, daughter of John. Their children were Ruby, Kline,
Joe Alton, Heber, Norman and Melba, Grandchildren are |
Jane Townsend, Patricia, Yvette Wilkerson, Trejetta Gibson
and others. Remember Margaret was left with 3 children
under 3% years old. The oldest only lived to be 20, the
youngest only lived to be 26, but the middle one lived to
be 961, The first one to die left infant '"Daisy" who grew
up and married Tom Johnson of Suqualena. Daisy had 2
daughters, Amy and Ina, then a son and both mother (Daisy)
and son died. Amy, who descends from Grandpa Hamrick through
2nd daughter, Margaret, grew up and married ¥.L. Walker who
descends from Grandpa Hamrick through older daughter Elmira.
They have four children, 2 grandchildren and one great -.°.
grandchild.
James Madison (Jim), the youngest of the set of children by
Grandpa Hamrick's first wife, is the only one to pass down the
name "Hamrick'. At this date (June 1986), there are 7 grandsons
to produce offspringe ° Only two of these are in LauderdaleACounty -

some are not even in Mississippi,
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1. Minnie married John Wesley Beeman and Dulcie Snowden 1s one
of their children.

2. Thomas married Sallie Hand and were parents of Howard,
Lionel, and Ben Hamrick (no girls). Howard had one
daughter, Winifred, and one son, Elson, Elson has a
daughter, Katherine and a son, Jim. Jim can carry on the
name. Later: He had a son on Jan, 1985, and named him
Kevin. Lionel has 2 sons - Lionel, Jr. and Joseph.

Lionel, Jr. has a girl and 2 boys, Lionel III, and
Clinton, of Meridian, MS., to carry on the name "Hamrick".
Joseph, age 50, is a physician in New Orleans and has a
girl and 2 boys, Tommy and Mark. Ben, 3rd son of Grandpa
Hamrick's youngest son, had one child, a son, James Conrad.
This James Conard has one child, a son named Mark Conrad,
about 22 years old who lives in New Orleans.

3. John died in August of 1900 of typhoid,

4, Ben died in Sept. of 1900 of Typhoid.

5. Clementine died in June of 1900 of typhoid.

6. William Lee "Willie" married Mittie Strange, (sister to "Gill"
below)., They had 1 child, a son who had 1 child, a son., I
think the line stopped there. ' '

7. Maude married "Gill" Strange and they were parentsAof Odell,
Voight, Conrad, Doyle, Maudine, and Anita. Voight, who
descends from Grandpa Hamrick through James Madison (JIM),

married Melba Gibson, who descends through John.

The 6 underlined names above are young men in their twenties who

can hand down the Hamrick name. All descend from Thomas, son of Jim who
was youngest son of Grandpa Hamrick by his first wife. He may have
descendants through Virgil and Burwell (second set) but this does not
concern us. Mother (Irma Blanks) doesn't think this Burwell lived to

be grown.



Captain John C. Hamrick b. March 24 1786 - d. Sept. 1, 1856 (age 70%)

(This is the father of our Thomas Jefferson Hamrick)

Captain John C., Hamrick was born on March 24, 1786, in Georgié. He
was married to Katherine "Katle" Myers (b. March 18, 1790 or 92), on
ppril 23, 1809, in Washington County, Georgia, and lived in Mllledgeville,
Ca. To this union was born four sons and four daughters:
1. Thomas Jefferson married Sinia Brown in Monroe County, Alabama, on
Nov. 23, 1834, and lived in lauderdale County,MS. from 1836 (just before
1{st child was born), until he died op October 30, 1881 (714 years old).
5. Martha born Dec. 11, 1811, married William (Bill) Brown and lived out
from Wanits. She married on Dec. 25, 1828 (age 17) in Alabana.
Richard S. Lackey, who edited the Mississippi Genealogical Exchange in
Forest, MS. descended through Martha., Richard died suddenly on January
16, 1983, at age 42 in Washington, D.C, Mac and I heard him speak in
October, 1982, at Meridian Public Library. Rose Houston went to one

of his workshops in Texas and discovered he descends through Martha.

He was a professional genealogist, and had written the books,
How to Search and Citing Your Sources.,
3, John b. Nov. 5, 1813 - 4. April 26, 1822 (8% years old)
‘4, James b. March 19, 1817 lived in Isney, Alabama. His descendants are

in Mobile and Mexridian,

5, Elmira b. April 13, 1819, married Lawson Gunn whose descendants settled
near Meridian. In the 1até John C. Hamrick Bible, it is stated that
Catherine ®. Gunn was born the 2nd of January, 1847, Beneath that entry
reads, "The deceased mother of the above departed this 1life the 5th of
January, 1947." If so, Elmira Hamrick Gunn died at age 27 years and 8%
months., Unless she married late, this would not have been her only child.

6, Emmaline b. Nov., 9, 1822, married Willie Hamrick (son of James Hamrick of
Clark County and her first cousin). They settled near Enterprise.

John C.'s widow, Katherine Myers, must have lived with Emmaline during
some of her more than 20 years of widowhood as S. A. Kidd in Clark
County tried to assist Emmaline in obtaining bounty land (160 acres)
due her mother.

7. Katherine b. June 28, 1825, married a Hamrick (I think one of James' sons
also.) Grandmother Ethridge wrote that she died after ébout 2 years of
marriage. This may be so, (probably is) but I wonder if she confused her
with Elmira who died.
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John Myers b. July 30, 1827 (Yes, here is another son named John,

First one died 5 years before this one was born.,) His descendants

settled near Waynesboro in Wayne County, Ms. and the western part of

~Alabama.

Berril (in Bible), Burwell, Burell, Burrell, etc., b, August 28, 1833
after a 5 year skip. Named for John C.'s baby brother who was an
infant when his father died and then he lost 2 stepfathers before being
taken by oldest brother Joseph in Georgia. Every Hamrick had a
Burwell. His descendants are around Hickorxy (Newton County), MS.

Two were merchants in Houston, Texas. Burwell Hamrick was mariied

to Amanda Dear on Nov. 20, 1851, He was 18 years old. She was the
daughter of Rachel (Hamrick) Dear who was the daughter of James Hamrick
of Clark County, MS. (John C.'s youngest son married brother James'

granddaughter. )

John C. Hamrick was a military man. When the Creek and Seminole war
broke out in Alabama, he raised a company of volunteers and joined
General Andrew Jackson. They defeated the Indians at Horseshoe Bend
and Emucfaw. They drove the few remaining ones into Florida, then
marched over land to New Orleans, where they fought the Battle of New
Orleans in January, 1815. They defeated the British, killing General
Packenhan and two thousand men. Then they marched to Tennessee
cutting the road as they went., The road became known as the "Jackson
Trail." |

Captain Hamrick then went back to Milledgeville, Georgia, to join his
family. He was at that time the father of Thomas (ours) age 5, Marthe
age 3, and 1st John age 1. They lived in Milledgeville until 1820
when he took his family and slaves and migrated to Alabama. (My
grandmother, Mittie Wells Ethridge, wrote this in a notebook and she

said “He inherited a large number of slaves". All this history was told

" to her by her Grandpa Hamrick about his father who was Mittie's

great—grandfather.) His slaves were probably bought by his hard
earned money as his father died before he was five, his first step-
father before he was nine and his second step-father by the time he

was twelve,
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To continue, they settled in river bottom land which proved to be
unhealthy and then they moved to Mississippi. According to the
figurss, they lived in Alabama 16 years and came to Lauderdale County, MS.
in 1836, where he lived until he died on September 1, 1856 (20 years
in Mississippi).

We need to know exactly where he lived and wheré he was buried.

Grandmother Ethridge also wrote that John C. Hamrick's wife,
Katherine Myers, was the aunt of General Wade Hampton of Civil War

fame. Was he her sister's son?
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‘1. Thomas Hamrick b, da. 1790
father of
2., John C. Hamrick b. 1786 4. 1856

John €., Hamrick was one of five brothers born to Sarah Scurlock
who married Thomas Hamrick. Thomas died after July, 1790, in Green
County, Georgia, when John was only five years old. The five brothers
‘were Joseph, John C., James, William, and Burrell.

A Sarah married Jacob Parker and in November, 1791, he applied for
letters of administration on the estate of Thom. Hamrick, dec. of

Green County. Parker and Sarah apparently had no children and he died by
June, 1795, at which time Sarah Rian and husband William Rian, applied
for administration of Jacob Parker's estate. William Rian was dead

(we think) by January, 1795, (John C. is 12), and Sarah has three Rian
children. ler three Rian children, Hampton, Rysden and Klizabeth AND
her five Hamrick children were all bound out to various individuals.

John C. was bound out to Rdward Bozer in January 1798, (age 12).
 The oldest son, Joseph, paid $300.00 to get James in 1798, and Joseph
paid $500.00 to get Burwell on April 22, 1805.

James and John came to Mississippi. We believe Joseph was oldest
and Burwell the youngest but no onme is certain about the order of the

middle three.
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James married Polly Bankston in Georgla in 1806, He lived in Clarxk
County, MS. and two of his children and one grandchild married three of
John C.'s children, so they must have visited one another often.

Joseph must have stayed in Georgia as researchers found a Joseph
Hamrick in two counties at different dates. '

Tt is believed that William was killed in the Battle of New Orleans in
1815, In a Scurlock Pamily Record there is a notation that William was

a United States soldier and in an affidavit sworn to-in W. D. Cameron's
office (Circuit Clerk), Jacob P. Welch, who said he had known the
Hamricks since 1825, states tﬁat John C. Hamrick lost a brother on Jan.,
8, 1815 in the Battle of New Orleans.

Burwell probably stayed in Georgia, since Joseph looked after him.
It is remarkable how the brothers stayed in touch during their tragic
childhocd. John C. and James both named a son for their baby brother,
Burwell. It seems that all the children of James and John named a child
Burwell, also, _

We have dozens of Hamrick cousins in Clark County today. I have
just recently met Elizabeth "T4z" and husband Charles Hamrick who descend
from both John C. and James through James' son Willie who married John C.'s
daughter Emmaline.

My roommate at U.S.M. my senlor year was Violet Hamrick who descended
from John C. Her brother Howard is married to Betty Hamrick who teaches

5th grade at West Lauderdale School. Howard works at Weems Mental Health

Center in Meridian, MS.
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Names of Grandpa Hamrick's First Six Children

Grandpa Hamrick and his first wife, Sinia Brown Hamrick, named their
first child @lmira for Grandpa's sister who married Lawson Gunn and in the
family Bible it reads, "Catherine B, Gunn was born the second of January,
1847." An entry below states, "The deceased mother of the above departed this
1ife the fifth of January, .1847". That would have been Elmira.

Grandpa Hamrick named his second child John for his father and probably
for his brother three years younger than himself who died at age 83.

(5 years after this John died John C. and Katherine Hamrick had another

son whom they also named John).

' The third child was named'Margaret. Maybe Crandma Sinia had a loved one
by that name.

They named the fourth child Thomas (Tom) for Grandpa, Thomas Jefferson
Hamrick. ) '

The fifth child was named Joseph for John C.'s oldest brother. The five -
brothers were orphaned at an early age and Joseph was instrumental in getting
the boys together after they were "bound out" to different families to work.

They named their sixth child James for another one of JohnC,'s brothers
and one of Thomas Jefferson's brothers. James "Jim" must have been born
in 1845 as he was five years old on the 1850 census, Grandma Sinia must
have died in childbirth or soon after as Grandpa Hamrick married again in the
"winter of 1046". James was 1; Joseph 3; Thomas 4; Margaret 6; John 8; and
Tlmira 10 when he remarried.

The second wife,3abrina (3ibby), must have been good to take on the
motherhood of six children, all under 11 years of age.

Grandpa was 25 when he married the first time; he was 36 the second

time and his second wife was 29.



Facts about Mam-Maw

Irmz Ethridge Blanks

Mother was born on Nov. 15, 1891 at Collinsville at the site of
the Green's house a quﬁrter of a mile from Geneva Bush's house. She lived
there when she started to school at Coliinsville. Grandmother Ethridge was
not teaching when the children were small.

Selby was the oldest, then Mother three years later, then Homer
five years latér. Crandmother Ethridge was nineteen when her older
sister died in childbirth so she waited six years to marry. Every time
é child was due she would péhic but she told us every child she gave
birth to arrived before her husband could get back home with the doctor!

The family moved to Hookston

Grandpa Mac had a store and a Wagon Yard where people stopped overnight
on their way to and from Meridian. They lived across the road (494) in the
Mary Chandler housc. The Wagon Yard was at base of the Charlie Smith place
(children were Pet Winstead, Gladys Moulds, Rita Winstead and Lois Skinner)
on the cut - off road from 494 to Hiway 19 where the Steel Co. is located.

Grandmother had taught school in Newton Co, before she married and
her deceased Tather's kinfolks had kept her and had done her laundry and
would not let her pay one cent.

Also Grandpa Ethridge had lots of relatives in Kemper Co. When the
relatives from either county stopped to spend the night at the Wagon Yard on
their way to Meridian, Grandpa Mac would take the women and children to his
house. Grandmother was always feeding some relatives supper and breakfast

- but she disliked most having her children give up thelr beds so often
for all these dear relatives., When she got tired enough of it she
announced thst they were moving back to Collinsville!

They had a house with a store nearby but one windy March Lth while
Graﬁ%other Lthridge was entertaining her cousin on "Mittie's" birthday the

house caught fire from sparks on the roof. Mother (Irma) said they had



everything on the table and was about to sit down to eat when someone ...

announced that the kitchen was on fire. Of course there was no water

and the wind was high and they lost the whole house including the
birthday dinner plus the store. They had to go stay with relatives that
night and-while they were gone someone broke into the crib and took

many items including lots of shoes removed from the store before it

burned dowm.



Irma's Childhood

Notes taken during conversation with Mother in 1983

Mamaw Blanks (Irma) was born in Collinsville on Nov. 15, 1891 and
started to school at Collinsville, They moved to Hookston (near the Charlie
Smith place ~ Tommy & Judy Harrison have a new house on the Smith lot now)
and stayed 1 or 1'%years. ("That's where Daisy found Tom Johnson")

They moved back to Collinsville and put up a store. Mamaw was probably
8 years old at that time. Later the house and store burned. Grandpa Mac was
working Kemper Co, roads part of the time and was only home on week-ends.

About 2 years after this Grandpa Mac, Jim Phillips (who 1lived across the
road from the Richard May Field) and a Mr., Radcliff (who lived where Jesse
Bounds lived - he built the original house) got together and organized a
school. Grandpa Mac made the arrangements with the County Superintendent;
Radcliff gave the land and all 3 "carpentered" and built the one room school
house. It was located where Pine Forest Baptist Church now stands. Grandmother
Fthridge (Mittie) was the first teacher and taught there until Mother (Irma)
was old enough to goto high school, ‘

The Tthridges moved to Daleville to allow their children to attend
the only high school in L-uderdale Co. The City of Meridian only offered
grades 9, 10, and 11. ' |

The old house was rented .out and they bought a house in Daleville.
Mother said,"Daddy bought the prettiest house there was in Daleville for
us. It was 2 story - 5 bedrooms and every one of them had a fireplace, also
living room had one. It was xight in town - we could see the school, church
and parsonage from it."

The Tirst year only the family lived in it but later they had boarders
- mostly cousins who needed to be near a high school,

Mother and her brother, Selby, were in the same grade although Selby
was 3 years older.

Grandmother Tthridge did not teach school when the children were small
but later she taught and had to stay away from home except for week - ends,
School operated only 4 months each year and sometimes Grandmother would
teach a school at one place in the fall and teach in another 4 months in
winter. No one ran a school during spring and summer as it was "crop time".

Grandmother taught 42 terms in all, All were in Lauderdale County except

a term in Newton County in the area where her father's people lived.
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Mother (Irma) had taught with her mother (Mittie) for 3 years before
she married in July 1912. Hother said schools in the county started
having 7 month terms in 1910.
| Back to Grandpa Mac - Lauderdale County roads were worked by convicts.
Kemper County roads were worked by a person who bid for the job, Grandpa
Mac would get the bid, hire 8 or 10 colored men to work (one would be the
cook) and they lived up there in tents except for weekvends.

One term Grandpa Mac ran for supervisor of his district in Lauderdale
County and was elected. The present Court House was built during his term
in office and his name appears carved in stone on a rectangular plague on
the left wall after entering the front door.

He owned a store 2 different times. One was at Hookston and they
1ived across the road in the Mary Chandler house. They had a wagon yard by
the store for people to stop overnight on their way to and from lMeridian.
Grandmother Ethridge had taught in Newton County before she married and relatives
had kept her free of charge and even did her laundry for her. All these kin '
folks would stop at the wagon yard and the men and horses slept there but
the women and children would go up to the house and spend the night and all
would eat supper and breakfast (men included).

Grandpa Mac had lots of relatives in Kemper County and every time they
came through the women and children went to the house to eat and sleep.
Finally Grandmother said, "This is enough! I'm not running a hotel and my

children can't give up their beds." So they moved back to Collinsville.



Irma Ethridge's Music Lessons

Mother finished piano in high school and that fall started taking
private lessons from Miss Mary Holman. The cost was $35.00 a month the
first yéar and she went 12 months a year for 3 years. (She did have 3
weeks off in the summer but lMother said that was for Miss Mary's convenience
and not hers!) »

Miss Holman was a graduate of the Conservatory of Muslc in Cincinnati
and had gone to Denver, Colo. for further study. Her house and studio was
just off 8th st. where Harrison Hlectric Supply Co. is. Her house faced
28th ave. to theleft of 8th st. going from Collinsville into Meridian.
Mother NEVER passes that corner without saying, "Thats' where Miss Mary had
her studio and I went there for 3 whole years."

Music lessons were supposed to be 30 minutes each twice a week with

3 HOUBS-prncticqé-day at home. Since mother was teaching school she

requested and received permission to have a double lesson on Saturday.
Sometimes she would lack 45 mins. or 1 hr. practicgéime when she went to
bed so they set the alarm for 4:30 a.m. and she'd get up and finish her
3 hr. session before daylight.

Grandpa Mac always got up and built her a fire in the living room
and she practiced in her gown and robe barefooted. She said that was
the reason she got real sick once - she wouldn't wear her shoes in the
early morning!

When time came for Mother's recital lMiss Mary phoned Marks Rothenburg
and told them to send 5 dresses in Mother's size and ranging in price form
$15,00 to $25.00. Miss Mary and NMrs. Lynch, who later made Mother's
wedding gown, tried them all on lMother and they selected a white one for
$22.50. I know lother wished the $25,00 one had looked best on her! The
other two girls in the recital wore blue and pink dresses which were
selected at a different time.

Mother spent 2 years memorizing the SEVEN pieces she played in the
recital as it all had to be from memory - no music sheets whatsoever. She  § ,

played for "32 solid minutes".



Miss Mary requeéted-fhat Mother play for the State Music Teachers'
Convention held in the City Hall. Later, after Mother married, she was
invited to practice for 2 or 3 months and play at that year's Music
Teachers' Convention (with Miss Mary) in the Opera House, Mother said

it really took wo?k to get ready for these two programs! -



Notes on Mother's Teaching

Mother's 1st school was at Midway the fall after she graduated
from high school at Daleville. She and Grandmother Ethridge were the
2 teachers so the Dthridge family moved Trom Daleville to Asylum Heights
in order for them to drive to Midway 5 days a week.

The next year they moved to Midway, renting and 1living in the lMrs.
Tommie Smith house. They had wanted to buy the bigger, prettier house
next door called the McCurdy house but it was not for sale, however the
owner and Grandpa lac made a deal the following year. This was the house all
of us visited as children and it still seems like Grandmother Ethridge
and Grandpa Mac's house. ’

This house had the traditional octagon - shaped living room which
Jjutted out, and a wrap - around porch on rest of front and north sides.
There was beautiful "gingerbread” decoration on the banisters and the
‘yail suspended from above.. The hall (large as a room) and living room
had beautiful lighting fixtures which operated on kerosene. The 1living room
Fixture had about 2 dozen glass prisms hanging from it and I thought it was
the prettiest thing I ever S2W.

Mother taught 5 years at Midway before transferring to Suqualena.

The first 3 vears she was single and the next 2 she was married. After
marriage she lived at Shamberville so stayed at Midway 5 days and went

home on Friday afternoon.



Notes on how lMother met Daddy

When Mother lived at Poplar Springs someone sent her word that Midway
Baptist Church was looking for a pianist for their summer revival.
(Mother was 17 and had just finished high school.) She took the job and
stayed with Aunt Memie and Uncle Tom Blanks and had breakfast there every'
morning. She ate dinner and supper in different homes with the preachers.

VMother thinks that on the first Sunday night after she played, Jim

and Varvin Blanks came to the organ where she was playing and talked to her,
At first Mothef thought Marvin was married and Jim was single but sﬁe soon
found out it was the other way around!

Irma Hthridge had on her prettiest clothes for this occasion. She
wore the beautiful white dress she graduated from Dalevillein, had white
shoes and a gorgeous wide brimmed white hat that cost $7.50. This was several
days wages in 1908,

There must have been some flirting going on as Marvin and Jim came
back to the revival several more nights and three years later Marvin and
Irma would marry.

Mother s=id she did not date Daddy until he finished gathering his
crop in the fall of 1908 and came to stay with his brother (Uncle Tom)
and work for him from Mondey through Friday. On Friday sfternoon he would
buy grqceries (flour, sugar, coffee, lard,etc.) and take them home to

Grandpa Richard, Aunt Lula and Auntie and stay there until Sunday afternoon.



Tverything happened to Mam-maw on the 25th !

On May 25, 1909, at age 17, she graduated from high school.
1

On May 25, 1912, at age 20, she graduated in piano and she was one of
three girls who gave a recital at the Court House.

2 months later on July 25, 1912 she was married in a home ceremony. sShe
was 20 but would be 21 Nov. 15th.

Mother married in July 1912, 13 yrs later Auntie married in March 1925,
was 30 yrs old probably. Mother married at 20 and Auntie was 3 yrs.
younger.

George Richard was b. 7 yrs. later in 1932.

Our Home Tc. Class made him Paby clothes because Auntie furnished all the
cloth. Students conldn't afford to buy cloth for something we didn't need.

William Lene b. 1925 is 61 in 1986

Geo Richard b. 1932 is 54 in 1986
I was 7 when Auntie married

I was 14 (soph) when Richard was born. Richard married in 1956 when he
was 24, Central Methodist Church, Meridian.



Getting Permission to Marry - Family Gifts

Mother and Daddy called Grandmother Ethridge into the living room
one night to tell her they wanted to get married., When Daddy asked
Grandmother to let Irma marry she said she wasn't ready for Irma to
marry but if she was going to do it she'd rather her marry him than
anyone she knew. ,

Then Daddy, being all keyed up,went into another room, where
Grandpa Mac was in bed, to get his permission to marry Mother. He said
they had given Mother so many opportunities he thought she should have
done better. "I don't think she's getting her equal”, he said.

"Marvin was very hurt when he came out but Daddy learned to like
Marvin and was always good ko him," Mother said,.

The following morning Irma said to her father "How'd you expect
me to ever do any better when we move so much? When we were at Poplar
Springs I went with Jim Herrington (he and his brother had a jewelry store)
and Ross Skinner (he had a gro. store) but you made us move. Marvin is

the nicest men I've met since we moved here,"

Grandmother gave Mother a brand new buggy (Mother cried because it
didn't have rubber tires!!!!!). She gave her a bedroom set - bed,
dresser, wash stand, center table, mattress and springs, then helped
her get a feather bed. They'bought ticking in Meridian and bought feathers
from Uncle John Jolly's wife, then they filled the ticking with soft feathers.
Grandmother also bought her 2 rocking chairs, a set of dishes,
glasses, knives, forks and spoons. She asked Marvin if he needed a cow
and he szid "no".
After Mother started teaching she bought matting for living room
floor, a living room suite, shades and lace curtains for the windows.
When she was packing up to move Grandmother was gathering up everything
out of L.R. for Mother to take to Shamberville and Grandpa Mac said,
"She's NOT going to take all that, is she?" Grandmother said, "She is,
she paid for it and she's going to have it." He said, "Well, she's NOT
going to have that piano!" Grandmother replied,'She surely is. I
bought it and I bought it for her. YOU can't play it, I can't play it,
the BOYS can't play it and SHE CAN so she's going to have it."



People Present at Mother and Daddy's Wedding
July 25, 1912

Grandmother and Grandpa Mac
Selby and Homer Ethridge
Nell Jolly - bridesmaid

Walter Harrison (married a Suqualena school
teacher later - Lizzie Rue Hassey from
Lauderdale - Just had 1 child)

Nell Jolly's sister's little girls served as
flower girls (from 9Delta. Area)

Tom Johnson- Amy and Ina

About 60 people attended in all

Tom and Mamie Blanks

(He}%an, Nettig Lee & Mered Blanks)
John & Betty Blanks

(Hel%g, Chdrlie, Jokn & infant Mosby)

Preacher (assistant pastor at Central
Methodist where John's family went)
Nettie Doerner (later "Berry")

Ila Blanks "Auntie"

Young people of Nellieburg came

Reta Kennedy played the piano and her first cousin sang. They came a day

or so ahead and helped decorate and make plans.

Several lanterns were lighted and hung on front porch for light. A girl

served punch on porch as guests entered and after wedding 5 cakes and several -

Freezers of ice cream were served. Colored people were turning freezers in

the back yard during the wedding'. -No plctures were available,

Wedding gown was made by Ms. Lynch, dressmaker in same bldg. as Miss
Holman's studio. She charged $20.00 (a week's wages) but it would have been
$14.00 except for the fact she sewed on tiny pearl - like beads into a design on

the skirt.



A Near Tragedy

Leon Jones said he used to ride a bicycle up to Grandpa Richard's
0ld house to work for him and my daddy (Marvin). He said I was small and
crawling around, I got hold of a Daisy Fly Killer and sucked the poison
that the flies were supposed to suck and had already turned white when
I was found. Mother called Daddy and Leon from the field and they shook
and pounded me and finally got me to "throw up" and later I got well.

He also told about Mother practicing on his bicycle every day while
they worked, Once when Mother was sure she had mastered the bike she
got on it during their lunch break and told them to watch her ride. She
was in front of the "old place'" and made a big circle in the yard around
that huge oak tree. She was so”proud and was enjoying the show herself
until she hit a small sand pile and wrecked. Leon said she skinned her
leg from the ankle probably to her waist.

Leon told about being hired by my daddy to pick boll weevils off the
cotton and he was paid some kind of price - probably 5¢ for 50 (guessing).
Anyway he said boll weevils were just coming into this country and they

were so destructive people tried to destroy them one at a time,



Mother as Postmaster

Mother became postmaster in 1922 when Carl Clark died. This office
was at Shamberville on railroad. (I was 4 yrs. old)

In 1926 the office was moved to Collinsville (in Mr. McMullan's store)
(I was 8 yrs. old). ‘

In May 1931 we moved to Collinsville when mother got sick and couldn't
be moved. (I was 13 + and in 9th grade.)

She remained postmaster until she became 70 years old in Nov. 1961.
Pappaw (9 yFs. older) died Aug. 3, 1963. So she was retired nearly 2 yrs.
when he died at age 80%. She was 714 + when he died.

I started teaching in 1little yellow school house across road from
Mother and Daddy in fall of 1961. In fall of '62 all moved to new
West Lauderdale School. Bill graduated in first class at W. L. and I had
a hysterectomy in June and Péppaw died Aug. 3rd of that year. |

Mother was nearly 66 when Grandmother Ethridge died (age 963) at her
house (Sept. 4,'57). She had been with mother 7 years (in bed most of
those years). (ame when Mother was 59 in 1950. Mark was an infant, Bill
4i, Bettye not born, John was 5%, Dan was 1%, Eb was 35, and Roz was 32.
When she died Bettye was 3%, Mark 7%, Bill nearly 12, Roz 394,

Grandpa Mac died Feb., 22, 1931
Mother lost her last baby May 16, 1931
Richard Chandler was born Nov. 25, 1931

Uncle George died July 18, 1964
e returned from Fla. & cleaned up and went to funeral home s0-0-0 tired!
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