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Dedication

This book is dedicated to my father, ERROL ROBERTS LIGHTSEY,
and to my mother, VIVIAN HUTTON LIGHTSEY, . who marr1ed into the -
Lightsey family and loved them as her own. Thank you for the
legacy you left me. . ' ' ‘ -

It is also dedicated to Lois Williams Smith who f1rst helpedV"
me become interested in family history. .
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Preface
This book beégan many years ago in my childhood. Sarah
Wwilliams Walters and I grew up together in the. little community
of Daleville, Mississippi. Here, her aunt and my cousin, Lois
Williams Smith, entertained two little girls with tea cakes and
lemonade and tales of our family history. '

When we were in high school, she had us both type a copy of

a short family history which Laura Beard had started, 'and Lois
had continued. Although we later found errors in this, that brief
written copy of the Lightsey family was the basis for this book.
We both married and moved away from Dalevillé and - home. We.
had children and grew busy with our living families although from
time to time we would work on the Lightsey family history. '
In 1971, I moved with my husband and sons to North. Carolina..
Sarah and Lois began work on the Beard family. Mary Eliza Beard
had married Ransom Jones Lightsey. . o . - o .
Since the immigrant John Lewis Beard had  settled in’
Salisbury, North Carolina, I made several trips to research .the
material there. They both joined the -Daughters of the American
Revolution on this line. Although I had .completed the research
and the papers, I chose not to join at that time. c
However, this work on the Beard family prompted a renewed
interest in genealogical research. More work was done. on the.
Lightseys. With my family's move to Texas in 1979 and the:
contact with several Lightsey researchers there, even.more work -
was done. . . B
In 1983, I had my first cancer surgery. While I was
recovering from this, Sarah and I decided to put.this material

in book form. Over the next several years, we gathered material o

on Lightseys from all over the South. However, no matter how hard
we tried, we could not identify our CGreat-great-grandfatherx David
Lightsey's father. : - L ' :
Ssarah had found reference in a microfilm roll of WPA " Source
Material of Jasper County, Mississippi to a diary kept by Joseph
Benjamin Lightsey. She began trying to locate it. Beth Perry of
Hattiesburg, Mississippi wrote her that Beth's sister had seen
the diary in the possession of Mrs. Ruby McLain of Jackson,
Mississippi. Lerlene Covington of Burlington, Texas, also wroté
at almost the same time saying she had seen the-diary,- and that
either Mrs. McLain or her son had it. o S L
I had come from Dallas, Texas, our home at the 'time, .to
visit with Sarah in Waynesboro, Mississippi to work on the
Lightsey history. I called Mrs. McLain from Sarah's-home. She ‘had
the diary. When she agreed to share it, I went immediately to:
Jackson. B o >
Mrs. McLain graciously consented to allow me to copy much of
this diary, which was in extremely fragile condition. It had been
written by Joseph Benjamin Lightsey from 1849 to 1854. Over .the
years, it had been water damaged and torn until Mrs. McLain

received it. It has now been donated to the Manuscript

Department of the Mississippi State Department of Archives ahd'.
History (MSTAN 86.035) where it is being preserved .and will
eventually be microfilmed. , : :



As I read and compared the information in the diary with the.
notes I had taken from the Mw—l—i
information compiled by Folks Huxford on the Georgia Lightseys,- I
knew we had connected the Lightsey family beyond our own
Mississippi branch. I called Sarah from Vicksburg to tell .her:
what we had. Back home, a study of my South Carolina and Florida
files assured me we had found our ancestors. CL . ‘

Eventually, Sarah and I realized that our styles of writing.
and our methods of evaluating the evidence were: too different for
us to continue to work as co-authors.’ ' : E '

I decided I had invested too much time and effort in the
research and writing not to finish the book. . I had a -second
cancer surgery in January of 1989. Because of this, I~ really
wanted to get the material into print as soon as possible
although there are many unanswered guestions.

As with any compilation of material, the decision had to be
made as to whether to continue to spend years searching for proof
for each item on each indirect line or to publish what had- been

gathered by many different people, clearly identifying what had o

been proven and what had not, in the hope that the material
within this book will help other researchers in their work... _
In most cases, every effort was made to verify what could
easily be verified from records available through -the wonder ful
resources of the Dallas Public Library and the vast collection of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in Salt Lake.
However, with this as with any printed source, it is always best
for each researcher to go directly to the source documents. ‘ '
The names of the people contributing information on a line
have been included with the information they provided on that
line. If evidence has been found to support differing opinions,
this evidence has been presented alonq‘with.thé.opinion. )
In genealogy, it would be wonderful if we could prove
everything beyond doubt. 1In many cases, this simply -is not
possible. When it is not, we have to allow the wvpreponderance of
evidence" to stand. Evidence should not be suppressed or ignored
nor . should one item be overemphasized in order to prove what we:
want to prove. . _ S o
Every effort has been made to connect the right evidence -
with the right person. Unfortunately, with the Lightseys, there
were so many men of the same name of approximately the same  age
in each locality that identifying which record belongs to  which
man was difficult. I tried to connect in-laws and near neighbors
with each man. I also tried to locate them on waterways and. on.
land, census, and church records. ' o .
Since so much incorrect information has been printed on the
Lightsey family, I wanted to be especially cautious. In the
material on Bernard Leitz, I have presented church and South:
Carolina Council Journal records to show that he did not enter
gouth Carolina in 1749 as one of the four children of Johannes
Jacob Leitzeit, the immigrant. The information on this family,
written by Janet Lee, in the Lexington Gepealogical Exchange,
volume 8, Book 3, pages 139-143 is ‘incorrect as a comparison- of -
that article with the evidence in this book will show.
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Marie Tiggs of Vossburg, Mississippi also seems to have used-
this incorrect information in her book on the Lightseys. She
indicates there- are 1land records- showing that John George
Lightsey and John George Infinger were the same person. I found

no such evidence. : _ . . :

The Pioneers of Wiregrass, Geordia material by Folks Huxford
incorrectly stated that Samuel and Jacob Lightsey were sons of
pavid and Mary Lightsey. The evidence on those individuals will
show that they were not sons of David and Mary. Unfortunately, it
is almost impossible to correct wrong information once it is
printed. T . ’ .
This history will not be a perfect one. Just as I have found-
errors in the work of others, so will others find errors in this.
I have no final answers to many of the questions. Several letters
that have been written to Germany by other researchers have not
been answered as yet. It is possible that new evidence will . be
found that will change some of my conclusions in" this book.
However, every effort has been made to .collect and present - the
evidence which we now have and the conclusions to which .that
leads. C - .
I hope that as errors are found, they will be reported to .
me. I also hope that each reader will use this book as a stepping
stone to begin his own research. Genealogy is a fascinating game.
I have enjoyed it for a lifetime. This book has been frustrating
and fun. Writing it has given me both pain and "pleasure.
Thankfully, the pleasure has outweighed the problems. C

. I was born a Lightsey in this little community of Daleville,

Mississippi fifty-one years ago. My father, "Errol Roberts
Lightsey; my grand-father, Herman Heber Lightsey; and my great-
grand-father, Ransom Jones Lightsey, - all lived here. My husband’
and I moved back here last year. It is an appropriate place. to
finish this book. o o . , .

How often during the writing I have wished I could go ‘-back.
and talk to those first old German gentlemen who came .to this
country, and to their sons and daughters. To all of them and to
all: of you, I hope this history is . a. reasonably .accurate
portrayal of a family of which I am very proud to be a member..

wWhat is presented here in this final version is presented
with love to all those who have helped and urged me on. I could

not have done it without your help.
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Abbreviations and Notes

In many cases a name will be spelled several ways on one page. 1

am using the spelling used in the source cited for each person
and place. The same name may be spelled differently on different
documents. This is why we . Have - Johannes .Jacob

Leitzeit/Leitzinger/Leitseit, etc.

The diary of Joseph Benjamin Lightsey was an important discovery.
It is quoted often in this history.’ At first, I put "sic" by
his errors of grammar or punctuation.- This seemed to detract from
the flavor of the diary. The material from the. diary appears
without editing except 1in rare cases where some editing was
necessary for understanding. ' o :

The sources on the direct line were cited“at the end of eaéh
chapter. The sources on indirect lines were cited within the
context. : o : i St L

I studied many genealogies and could not find a .numbering system
that was easy to follow. I chose to indent rather than  change
numbers with each generation. To help in identifying people, I
tried to state "These are the children of..." before each change
in generation. I also included the first four generations in a
chart and in the Table of Content. As with any genealogy, the
reader will have to make an effort to identify those children  of .
each generation, but it is hoped that the Table, Chart and the
indentions for each generation will make this task easier. If any
reader knows of a system to help pinpoint exactly who a later
generation child is, I will gladly rework future editions of this
book to make the identification of children easier. However, for
now the system used here is the best one I could f£ind to follow.
It will take an effort on the part of the reader as it did. on the
part of the author to jdentify these people. : -

LGE- Lexington Genealogical Exchange - a genealogical publication

of the Lexington Genealogical Society, Lexingtbh,-South-Carolinau~"

The information on the Lightsey family published in this - source,
Volume VIII, Book 3, is corrected in this book. o :

pioneers - Pioneers of Wiredrass, Georgia, a éompiiétion~,df
material on various settlers in Georgia, by Folks Huxfozrxd.
Available through the Huxford Genealogical Society,. Post Office

Box 595, Homerville, GA 31634.

SCMAR - South Carolina Magazine of Ancestral. Résearch. Brent
Holcomb is the editor. : : .

nd - no date
PA - power of attorney

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































