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RICHARD BRACEWELL, GENTLEMAN
AND HIS DESCENDANTS

The Bracewell-Braswell story, as it is presently known, began in the City of London,
England over four hundred years ago.

We know that one of the Bracewells, Richard Bracewell, Gentleman, of St. Bartholomew
the Great Parish, was born in 1588, and was living in London in 1612 when his son, Robert,
was born.

Little is known of the family prior to this date except that they and others of this name
in England were said to have come from Scotland during a rebellion against tyrannical rule.
According to British history, "Gentleman" was a man higher in social position than a yeoman
Or commoner.

WILL OF RICHARD BRACEWELL, GENTLEMAN

Bracewell-Richard, St. Bartholomew the Great W, 13 Nov. 1640

The will of Richard Bracewell of St. Bartholomew the Great proved by Robert Bracewell, brother of the Great
defunct and by Robert Bracewell, son and heir residuary degatee 328:14:10 poinds

Proved 13 Dec. 1541
In the name of God amen Richard Bracewell of the Parish of St. Bartholomew the Great in the City of London

sick and weak in body near a year before his death did make and declare his will nuncuputative in manner and

form following:

To his son-in-law Mr. John Stiles 20 Pounds

To the 2 children of his said son-in-law

His son Robert Bracewell to be his Executor

To his wife a third part of his estate

His two brothers Robert Bracewell and Edward Bracewell to be overseer
In the presence of Mr. Thomas Berry, Clerke

Edward Bracewell - Ann Graveride in Probate and other credible witnesses

Signed Edward Bracewell
Proved 13 December 1641 as above, on the oath of Richard Bracewell and Ann Gravender (sic).

We know from this will that Richard Bracewell, Gentleman had at least two children, a
daughter who married John Stiles, and a son, Robert. Also, we learn that Richard had two
brothers named Robert and Edward.

The Roll of the Drapers Company, shown below, lists Robert Bracewell, who was
apprenticed in 1604. This could not be Richard Bracewell, Gentleman’s son who was born in
1612. It probably was Richard the Gentleman’s brother, who was named as an overseer of
Richard’s will.

ROLL OF THE DRAPERS COMPANY
Robert Bracewell - Free by Apprenticeship: 1611 to Andrew Ring Apprentised 5 Sept. 1604, 7 years

Living 1641 Salisbury Ct. as a cutter

It is easy to become confused when researching the records and history of the Braswell
family in early America, because so many male members of the family were given the same first
names. In my line of direct descent, an ancestor in each of four generations bears the name
“"Richard Bracewell" with none of them having a middle name or initial. To reduce confusion



in referring to them in this book, I have assigned a number to each of the four Richard
Bracewells in my line of direct descent, as illustrated below. Numbers are not assigned to the

Richard Bracewells of collateral lines.

LINE OF DIRECT DESCENT

1. RICHARD' (1) BRACEWELL, Gentleman, London, England (1588-1641) - Children:
ROBERT and a daughter who married John Stiles.

2. ROBERT BRACEWELL (1612-1688) son of Richard (1) Bracewell, Gentleman - married
REBECCA (?) - Children: Robert, Jr., Jane, Rebecca, Ann and RICHARD (2).

3. RICHARD (2) BRACEWELL (1651-1734) son of Robert and Rebecca Bracewell - married
SARAH SAMPSON - Children: RICHARD (3), Ann, Robert, William, Jane, Valentine, Martha,
Jacob, and John.

4. RICHARD (3) BRACEWELL (1672-1731) son of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell
married ELEANOR BRYANT - Children: Susannah and RICHARD (4).

5. RICHARD (4) BRACEWELL (1700-1772) son of Richard (3) and Eleanor Bryant Bracewell
married ELIZABETH BRYANT - Children: Mary, Sarah, Elizabeth, Sampson, Solomon,
Richard, James, and WILLIAM.

6. WILLIAM BRACEWELL (1757-1796) son of Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Bracewell
married ANNY (?) - Children: Solomon, Alexander, James, a daughter probably named J udith
who married Joseph Armstrong, a daughter who married William Clark, William, Jr., Jacob,
and ISAAC.

7. ISAAC BRASWELL (1756-1839) son of William and Anny Bracewell - married CHARITY
ROBBINS - Children: Isaac, Jr., Nathan G., Joel Davis, Lavinia, Penniah, and BYTHAL.

8. BYTHAL BRASWELL (1780-1841) son of Isaac and Charity Robbins Braswell - married
MARY ANN DEW - Children: Wiley "Willie", Calvin, Serena "Sereney-Renie," and JACKY
ANN DEW.

9. JACKY ANN DEW BRASWELL (1805-1867) daughter of Bythal and Mary Ann Dew
Braswell - married JOHN LOUIS PEEL - Children: Sarah Ann Elizabeth, Willis Manuel,
Matilda Jane, Mary Catherine, Evaline Frances, and JOHN FREEMON

10. JOHN FREEMON PEEL (1851-1909) son of John Louis and Jacky Ann Dew Braswell Peel
married ELLA LAVENIA GILBERT - Children: Josephine Gilbert, Willie O’Conner, Katherine
Winston, Ellen Brandon, Annie Buckner, JOHN WILLIAM, Frances Luvenia, Willis
Conklin, Ruby Preston, Daniel Edward, and Sarah Elizabeth.

11. JOHN WILLIAM PEEL (1885-1951) son of John Freemon and Ella Lavenia Gilbert Peel -
married INA BEATTIE GILLIAM - Children: Ethyle Inez, CLARA ELIZABETH, Leon
Hughes, John Willard, Albert Hancock, Lucille Grace, and Joseph Carroll.

12. CLARA ELIZABETH "BETTY" PEEL - daughter of John William and Ina Beattie Gilliam
Peel - married THOMAS USRY LAWRENCE - Children: THOMAS EUGENE.

13. THOMAS EUGENE LAWRENCE - son of Thomas Usry and Clara Elizabeth Peel
Lawrence - married MICKEY JO LINDGREN.

Robert Bracewell, the son of Richard (1) Bracewell, Gentleman of the Parish of St.
Bartholomew the Great of London, England, was to become the progenitor of the American
branch of the Braswell family.

Rev. Robert Bracewell married Rebecca, whose last name is not known. They were
married in Isle of Wight, Virginia, but the wedding date is not known. They had five children:
Robert, Jr., Jane, Rebecca, Ann, and Richard (2) Bracewell. All were born in Isle of Wight
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County. Robert and Rebecca Bracewell and Richard (2) Bracewell are in my line of direct

descent,
Robert Bracewell was born in 1612 or 1613. The name of his mother is not known. We

know that he had one sister (first name is not known) who married John Stiles and they had at
least two children.

Records of Colonial Virginia show that Robert Bracewell, son of Richard (1) Bracewell,
Gentleman of London, entered Hart Hall, Oxford University February 22, 1627 at the age of
fifteen to be educated for the ministry and graduated with an A. B. degree in November 1631.
This information has been certified in recent years by an Oxford Registrar. (Henning I, 378)

Elizabeth P. Pearsall, in her records of her research of The Braswell Family, stated, "I
regret that this is all the information I have and there is no possibility of discovering anything
further as the old records of Hart Hall were destroyed by fire a long time ago."

A period of almost twenty years elapses before Robert Braswell is heard from again.
During the latter part of this period, England and Scotland were passing through a very difficult
time under Charles I, who was determined, as his father, James I, had been, to force the
Anglican form of worship on the Puritans of England and the Presbyterians of Scotland. Asa
result both England and Scotland were in a constant state of rebellion and civil war. Many
prominent churchmen were forced to flee to other countries for safety. During the Cromwellian
rebellion and subsequent rule (1640-1660), many Royalists fled England and Scotland. Most of
these refugees settled in the colonies of America. The circumstances which resulted in Robert
Bracewell’s coming to Virginia are not known. We do know that he migrated to this country
as an Episcopal clergyman between 1635 and 1644, probably nearer 1638, and settled in Isle of
Wight County, Virginia.

In 1584, Queen Elizabeth granted to Sir Walter Raleigh the Virginia territory, which
extended from present-day Pennsylvania to South Carolina and extended westward indefinitely.
Two efforts in 1585 and 1587 to establish settlements at present-day Roanoke Island, North
Carolina failed.

In 1607, the first permanent English settlement in America was established at Jamestown
in present-day Virginia. In 1611, for the first time colonists were allowed to rent land and farm
for their personal profit. By 1619, each free colonist had been granted land of his own. In
1622, Indians attacked along the James River and massacred 347 colonists. In 1624, King James
I made Virginia a royal colony. The colonists quarreled constantly with the royal governors.
In 1676, their discontent erupted into a rebellion led by Nathaniel Bacon, but the rebels were
subdued by the royal government.

In 1700, Virginia had a population of 70,000 and pioneers began to move westward into
lands dually claimed by England and France. This conflict resulted in the French and Indian
War.

During the Revolutionary War, a larger proportion of Virginians opposed the English
than in any other southern colony. After the war, western lands claimed by Virginia were
relinquished to the U. S. government, and later formed into Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio,
Wisconsin and part of Minnesota. In 1788, when Virginia became a state, the population was
747,000. In 1792, the western area of Virginia was formed into the state of Kentucky.

As water was a most important means of transportation in colonial times, most of the
early settlers established themselves on some stream or body of water. Robert Bracewell’s
plantation was located on the Blackwater River, some miles south of the James River and the
colonial town of Jamestown, a few miles northwest of where the town of Smithfield, Virginia
now stands. There are records of a John Stiles, who was living in the same area of Isle of
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Wight County as Rev. Robert Bracewell, however, we are unable to confirm that this was his
brother-in-law.

The first time Rev. Robert Bracewell’s name is found in the records of Colonial Virginia
was when he was a witness to an agreement between Ambrose Bennett and Thomas Webb for
the use of a mill and adjacent land, April 29, 1650. (Deed Book 1, p. 426)

When Captain John Upton made his will in January 1651, he mentioned three hundred
acres he had sold to Mr. Robert Bracewell. (Will and Adm. Book A, pp. 32-33)

Rev. Robert Bracewell’s pastorate, known as Lawn’s Creek Parish was changed to
Southwark Parish in 1737. In 1653 the Reverend Robert Bracewell was elected to the House
of Burgesses of Virginia. At this time in history, separation of church and state was the subject
of much agitation in both Europe and America.

According to the records of the 1653 Sessions of the House of Burgesses, "It is ordered
that Mr. Robert Bracewell, cleric, be suspended since it is unpresidential (meaning
unprecedented) and may produce bad consequences.” (Henning I, pp. 374-378). If clergymen
were not allowed to hold political offices it seems odd that he was elected in the beginning.

This "unpresidential" tenure in the House of Burgesses qualifies Rev. Robert Bracewell,
Sr.’s female descendants for membership in the COLONIAL DAMES OF THE SEVENTEENTH
CENTURY.

Another removal from the House of Burgesses involved a Major John Bond who was
removed "because of factious and schismatical demeanor." (Henning’s STATE AT LARGE II,
p. 39)

Whether the Reverend Robert Bracewell was a wealthy man before coming to Virginia,
or whether he accumulated his wealth after coming to this country has not been established, but
at the time of his death in 1668 he was the possessor of considerable property.

Robert Bracewell the Minister owned three hundred acres along the Blackwater in 1651.
This is established by a deed for lands adjoining his:

Whereas I Lieut. John Upton, Patented 1600 acres of land 10th of November 1638 under Gov. Harvel, with
consent of my wife, Margaret sell unto William Underwood of Isle of Wight, 400 acres, part of said patent,
adj. 300 acres sold to Robert Bracewell, Cleric. Testes Isaac Cavalier, Thus. Scott (no date). (W & M
Quarterly, Vol. 7, p. 220)

When Captain John Upton made his will in January 1651, he mentioned three hundred
acres of land he had sold to Mr. Robert Bracewell, Cleric. (Will and Adm. Book A, pp. 32-33)
The Bracewell name appeared frequently in the legal records of early colonial Virginia: (Will
and Deed Book I - PIONEERS AND CAVALIERS, Clayton Library, Houston, Texas)

Robert Bracewell appoints William Thompson, Atty. to answer suit of Thomas Hopkins 9 June 1664. (p. 424)
Robert Bracewell sells to James Bagnall 100 acres land February 3, 1673. (p. 568)

Robert Bracewell sells land where James Bagnall lives to said James Bagnall. His late deceased father, Robert
Bracewell, cleric, lived there and gave same to him in deed of gift. (p. 569)

Robert Bracewell, son of Robert Bracewell, minister for 7000 lbs tobacco sells to John Penny, Jr. 100 acres.
(p. 570)

Gov. Berkeley Grants to Thomas Poole 100 acres of land in L. P. ad. to land of Robert Bracewell for trans.
2 persons, 16 Feb. 1662. (p. 602)

March 9 1680 - James Bracewell escheats (reverts) a parcel of land 300 acres which did formerly belong to
Robert Bracewell, Parson JLP and by him given to his eldest son, Robert Bracewell and 2 acres adj. the mill,
which mill and 2 acres of land Mr. Robert Bracewell, gave to his son Richard Bracewell now in possession of
William West. (p. 457)

Richard Bracewell, son of Robert Bracewell, cleric, by gift 16 Jan 1660 gave him 400 acres and I with my



wife, Sarah, sold 200 acres of land to William West. (p. 571)

Thus. Poole 100 acres, Isle of Wight County Va. 16th February 1662. (p. 576)

Begin at his own land running N. and E. to land of Mr. Robert Bracewell, Cleric. (p. 535)

Robert Bracewell, Minister, died in Isle of Wight County, Virginia in 1667, a notable minister. (Volume 7,
William and Mary Quarterly, Williamsburg, Virginia, p. 122)

Robert Bracewell’s will was made February 15, 1667 and is one of the earliest recorded
wills in this country. The total value of his estate was given at 35,800 pounds of tobacco. (Will
and Deed Book 1, p. 55) Tobacco was the native currency of this period. The English pound
was used, of course, but bartering with tobacco took the place of the rather limited silver.
Books were rare in the colony at that time and, in several records, mention is made of the large
library left by Reverend Robert Bracewell. Robert Bracewell’s will shows that he had
considerable cattle, which, like tobacco, was the measure of a man’s wealth in those days.

In his will Robert Bracewell directed that his two underage sons, Robert Bracewell, Jr.
and Richard Bracewell, were to receive the bulk of his estate and were to share the 700 acre
home plantation and 600 acres on the Nansemond River. They were to share also in his mill.
The new mill, when it was finished, was left wholly to Richard.

He named his two friends and neighbors, Mr. George Gwillen (Welsh for Williams) and
Mr. Robert Izard, to act as guardians for the children, each to receive forty shillings with which
to buy himself a ring. He further directed that his two sons be put through school to learn to
read and write.

From an accounting of his estate rendered on January 10, 1669-70 and signed by Richard
and Rebecca Izard, it appears that Mr. Izard, who owned the adjoining plantation, must have
performed his duties as guardian in a very satisfactory manner indeed. (Will and Deed Book 1,
p. 28)

His daughters were to receive a cow and calf each, and an indentured servant, Elizabeth
Hall, was to receive a heifer when she became free, and his son-in-law, William West, a cow
and a yearling.

Included in the inventory of his property were sixty-three head of livestock, a servant
boy, a library worth 500 pounds of tobacco, a sloop, silverware, and numerous articles of
clothing and household furnishings.

WILL OF REVEREND ROBERT BRACEWELL - In the name of God Amen, I Robert Bracewell being very
weake & sicke of Body but of perfect memorie, doe make this my last Will & Testament, Revoking all former
Wills whatsoever, Impiris I bequeath my Soule into the hands of my Redeemer, who gave it to me, And my
body unto the ground from whence it came to be decently buried. And for those Temporall goods God hath
given mee I dispose of in the following manner, I give to Rebecca West my daughter, one cowe and Calfe, and
Cowe and Calfe to the next child she shall have, And the rest of all my estate unto my two sonns Robert and
Richard whome I make my full & sole executors of this my Will, and the Mill I desire shall be finisht, with
what speed may be lett out, only reserving corne for themselves, and the produce of the Mill I desire to be
equally divided between them both. And reserved to build a new mill hereinafter and when built to be left
Wholly to my son Richard likewise I give seaven (7) hundred acres of land where I now live and six hundred
Acres at the Western Branch of Nancemond County to be equally divided between my two sonns Robert and
Richard. Likewise it is my desire that noe part or parcell of the estate shall be disposed of, nor none of the
land, untill they both are of full age, nor no wayes divided. But it shall please God that either of them shall
depart this life before he comes of Age That then the Survivor shall enjoye the whole likewise I give unto my
servant, Elizabeth Hall when she shall be free one heiffer of two years of Age and likewise it is my desire that
my Lovinge friends Mr. Richard Izard and George Gwillim to be guardians unto my children in the time of
their Minoritie, And to see this Will performed Likewise I give unto the said Richard Izard and George Gwillim
fortie shillings to each of them, to buy each one a ring. Likewise I give unto my daughter Ann Bagwell one
Cowe and Calfe. And one Cowe and Calfe to her first Child, it please God she have any. And likewise it is
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my desire that my two sonns, Robert & Richard shall be putt to schools until they cann write and read and this
beinge my Will I testified with my hand this 15th of February 1667. Rob Bracewell

In witness of George Gwillim - Richard Izard (X) (Isle of Wight County Will and Deed Book 1, p. 9)
Proved in Open Court for the Isle of Wight County this first day of May 1688 and then recorded.

Test John Jennings cir. Recorder
Will - Robert Bracewell, Leg: Dau. Jane Stoikes and her children; dau. Rebecca West; son, Richard; Servant,

Elizabeth Hall; Dau. Ann Bagnall, Mr. Richard Izard and George Gwillim to be guardian of the children.
Dau, Ann Bagnall died February 15, 1667. Rec. May 1, 1668.

CHILDREN OF REVEREND ROBERT AND REBECCA BRACEWELL
1. Robert Bracewell, Jr., son of Rev. Robert and Rebecca Bracewell, born in Isle of Wight
County, Virginia in 1645, died in 1702 in Virginia, married Susannah Burgess, daughter of John
and Mary Burgess, and they had five children: Robert, Jr., Jane, Rebecca, Ann, and Richard.
Robert, Jr. is not in my line of direct descent, but since the information on him, in many
ways, relates to my branch of the family and because it might be helpful to other researchers,
all of it is included.
Beginning February 3, 1674, six years after the death of his father, Robert Bracewell,
Jr. sold 500 acres of land in three separate lots. On March 31, 1674, he sold 300 acres where
his father had lived to his sister, Ann, and her husband James Bagnall.

CHILDREN. OF ROBERT, JR. AND SUSANNAH BURGESS BRACEWELL

a. Ann Bracewell, daughter of Robert, Jr. and Susannah Burgess Bracewell, married a Riggs.
b. Elizabeth Bracewell (?-1695) daughter of Robert, Jr. and Susannah Burgess Bracewell.

c. James Bracewell (1676-1729) son of Robert, Jr. and Susannah Burgess Bracewell.

d. Richard Bracewell, son of Robert, Jr. and Susannah Burgess Bracewell, born in 1683, died
April 21, 1744. The name of his wife is not known. They had four children: William, Joseph,

Elizabeth and John.

WILL - BRACEWELL, RICHARD, Leg. - Son William and son Joseph my exs: Daughter Elizabeth; son John;
my loving wife. Wit. Benjamin Johnson, Jr., Joseph Woodward, Arthur Edwards. Died April 21, 1744. Rec.

August 26, 1745. (Will Book 4, p. 541)
BRACEWELL, RICHARD - Inventory of his estate returned by William and Joseph Bracewell. Leg. Son
William and Son Joseph, My Exs; Dau. Elizabeth; Son John; Loving Wife. Died April 21, 1744, Recorded

Jan. 27, 1745. (Will Book 5, p. 9)
WILL - RICHARD TOWLE: Leg. My three youngest children of Susannah Braswell, Richard and Elizabeth

Braswell. Ex. John Riggs died 5 Sept. 1692. (Wills and Administration of Isle of Wight County, Virginia -
1647-1800) I have not been able to research the significance of this will, but am including it here for future

reference.

e. William Bracewell (1680-1720) son of Robert, Jr. and Susannah Burgess Bracewell, married
Mary Wood. Both William and Mary were born in Virginia and married there. They had four
children, all born in North Carolina: James, Benjamin, John and William.

Farly in the 18th century, some members of the Bracewell family moved from their
homes in Isle of Wight County, Virginia to Chowan, Edgecombe and Bertie Counties, North
Carolina. The first to make the move were William and Mary Wood Bracewell.

In 1663, Charles II granted the southern part of the English claims in North America to
eight lord proprietors. The grant, called Carolana, extended from Virginia to the Spanish
settlements in Florida and from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. Settlers had already begun
to move from Virginia into the area around Albemarle Sound which is the estuary of the Chowan
River.



In 1667, the colonists revolted and controlled the government for a year, and later drove
six other governors from office. Later, the seat of government was moved from the Albemarle
area to present-day Charleston, S. C. and the northern part of Carolina was ruled by Deputy-
Governor Thomas Jarvis and several successors who were wiser rulers and more acceptable to
the colonists.

Toward the latter part of the seventeenth century, the vast unsettled lands of present-day
North Carolina had been opened up for homesteaders. After the Tuscaroras Indian Rebellion
was crushed in 1712, there was a rush to secure choice plantation sites along the rivers and the
creeks of the new territory. Daring men who had a desire for land filled these colonies. They
wanted homes and families and freedom.

A common bond in the hearts of these thousands of newcomers to the new world was a
strong desire for personal liberty. They fled the oppressive governments of their homelands and
flocked to the new land of hope and opportunity.

A good portraiture of the European emigrants who crossed the Atlantic to colonial
America is depicted in the words written by Emma Lazurus, and inscribed upon the Statue of
Liberty: "Keep ancient lands, your huddled storied pomp...Give us your tired, your poor, your
huddled masses yearning to breathe free..."

Many came to escape persecution for their religious beliefs, some came as missionaries.
There were also convicts sent from England’s crowded jails.

Many young sons of prominent and wealthy families, who by the law of primogeniture
inherited no share in their fathers’ estates, took advantage of the opportunity to make their
fortunes.

A great many came to America as indentured servants, who had agreed to a contract to
work without pay for a number of years, generally seven years, for the person or company
which paid for their passage to America. Some of these men and women were brought to
America against their wishes, some even were kidnapped, but most came willingly. At the end
of the tenure of their contracts they became free, and sometimes received from their employers
two suits of clothes, two hoes and an ax. The colonial government also gave them land and they
became middle-class free men.

In the Virginia Land Office is the "magnificent collection of the records of the
Commonwealth grants from about 1626 to the present day." During the first century fifty acres
were granted for the importation of every emigrant. The names of these "head-rights" generally
appear under the grants.

In 1729, George II recovered the ownership of the Carolina Territory from seven of the
Proprietors. One proprietor, Sir George Carteret, refused to sell the Granville District, which
was the land measuring about 60 miles north and south, and extending along the southern border
of Virginia. This Granville District was under the rule of the proprietor until the American
Revolution. The British divided the area relinquished by the other seven proprietors into North
Carolina and South Carolina.

There was a growing discord between the settlers, governor, proprietors, and the King.
Soon North Carolina became a haven for runaways where everyone did what he thought was
right in his eyes. They paid no tribute to God or to man.

In 1719, South Carolina asked the King to take it under his protection, and ten years later
North Carolina also became a royal colony, thus the settlers owed allegiance to the English
crown,

These were days of hardship and discord. The Spanish invited the Indians to attack on
the south and pirates swarmed on the coast and swamp.



In 1731, the first royal governor of North Carolina, George Barrington, arrived to
administer for a population of 36,000. By 1775, the population grew to 300,000. Ninety-five
of every one hundred settlers made their living from farming.

The Carolina colonists were constantly besieged from all sides. From the early 1700’s
the coast was continually under attack by the Spanish, French, and pirates. North Carolina was
much involved in King George’s War and the French and Indian War. Settlers everywhere were
imperiled by Indian attacks and wars. Not until 1761, when the British defeated and signed a
treaty with the Indians, was there any reasonable safety for settlers to expand into the Western
areas of Virginia and the Carolinas. At the end of the Revolutionary War, North Carolina had
a population of 350,000, with thousands of persons living west of the mountains in what is now
Tennessee. ,

In 1784, the settlers in the eastern region of present-day Tennessee declared independence
from North Carolina and formed the Independent State of Franklin, but North Carolina regained
control of the region in 1788. In 1790 the Tennessee region was separated from North Carolina
into a new U.S. Territory and in 1796 Tennessee became the 16th state in the union.

William and Mary Wood Bracewell were the first of the Bracewell family to move into
the Carolina territory. We know they were there as early as 1700, the year their oldest son,
James, was born. Records prove that all four of their children were born in North Carolina.

They were in Chowan County, North Carolina in 1711. They were to become among
the largest land owners, slave holders, and cotton and tobacco farmers in the area during that
era. According to records, William and Mary took advantage of the demand for land and
became land speculators in Edgecombe, Chowan and Bertie counties.

They soon were followed by five of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell’s sons:
Richard (3), Robert, Valentine, Jacob, and John, with all of whom William Bracewell was
closely associated during his short life there.

The first time William and Mary Wood Bracewell appeared in the records of Chowan
Precinct, North Carolina was when they patented two 640 acre tracts of land on Cypress Swamp
on the Morratuck (Roanoke) River. (Land Grant Book 2, pp. 173-174)

During the next nine years William and Mary Wood Bracewell patented four more large
tracts of land in Chowan Precinct and purchased other parcels of land amounting to over 5,340
acres and sold portions of it from time to time.

There are numerous accounts of William and Mary Wood Bracewell’s activities in the
early records of Chowan and Bertie Counties from May 4, 1711 to September 8, 1722. (Patent
Book 3, p. 26; Chowan Deed Book, pp. 19, 125, 135, 144, 178, 179, 377)

William and Mary Bracewell to Matthew Cape 640 acres granted to me 4 March 1711 - June 27, 1713 on the
West Side of a Cypress Swamp running out of Moratuck River.

William Bracewell (his wife was Mary) in deed of 1711 (1-288).

Deed to John Dickinson in 1717. (1-299-300)

Had deed from James Bryant - 1715.

Witnessed deed from John Smith to Phillip Brown - 1718. (1-629).

He and wife deeded lands to Henry Wheeler on Mobattock River - 1718. (1-299)

Bracewell to Boyd - William Bracewell of Edgecombe precinct to Rev. John Boyd, Minister of Gospel, Apr.
1, 1714 and adjacent Robert Brasson Poplar Branch. (DB D, p. 150 - COLONIAL BERTIE COUNTY,
Volumes 3-5, 1730-1753)

William and Mary Wood Bracewell also assisted their relatives and friends in their
business transactions by witnessing deeds and acting as power of attorney. (SEVENTEENTH



CENTURY ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY, VIRGINIA, Boddie, p. 651; Chowan Deed Book W,
pp. 166-167)

Records show that another William Bracewell witnessed a deed of this first William
Bracewell as early as 1714. (Chowan County Deed Book, p. 179) This and later records of
another William Bracewell of approximately the same age as the first William have caused some
confusion among genealogists. It seems that Robert Bracewell, Jr.’s brother, Richard (2)
Bracewell, also had a son named William. He was not included in Richard (2) Bracewell’s will
as he predeceased his father who made his will in 1725.

Although there is some uncertainty as to which William is involved on some documents,
both were direct descendants of Rev. Robert and Rebecca Bracewell of Isle of Wight County,
Virginia.

On April 1, 1720, William Bracewell was listed among the members of Captain Robert
Patterson’s Militia.

Some time during the latter part of 1720 William Bracewell, husband of Mary Wood
Bracewell, died intestate in Bertie County. His eldest son, William Bracewell, Jr., inherited all
the lands of his father subject to his mother’s dower rights.

Mary Bracewell, widow, paid poll tax on 1600 acres of land for the year 1721. She must
have continued their land speculations as time went on, for she purchased 190 more acres in
1721 and 300 acres in 1722. (Chowan Deed Book C, p. 182)

Mary Wood Bracewell, widow of William Bracewell, Sr., was married to Moses Guinn,
some years after William’s death. (Bertie Book C, p. 119)

CHILDREN OF WILLIAM AND MARY WOOD BRACEWELL
(1) James (1700-1765) son of William and Mary Wood Bracewell married Mary Permenter.
They had six children: James, Joseph, Sarah, Olive, Benjamin, and Simon.

Abstracts of Early Deeds of Edgecombe County, N. C.

Witnesses: Simon Braswell, James Braswell, and Benjamin Braswell - 1761. (DB 1, p. 612)

Thomas Grice of Johnson County, N. C. to James Braswell - Oct. 1772. (DB 1, p. 477)

Christopher Buin of Edgecombe County to James Braswell of Edgecombe County, on Roanoke River at mouth
of Fort Branch. (May Ct. 1742; DB Book 2, p. 51)

James Conner of Tyrrill County planter to James Braswell of Edgecombe County, October 1745, 10 shillings
Virginia money 200 acres more or less - Fork of Deep Creek and Little Swamp. (DB 2, p. 78)

Solomon Alston of Edgecombe Co., gentleman to James Braswell of Edgecombe Co., gentleman on Town
Creek.(May Ct. 1753; DB 2, p. 455) James Braswell, Jr. of Edgecombe to James Hyer of Edgecombe County
40 pounds of Great Britain - Deep Creek - Great Branch and Little Swamp.(Aug. Ct. 1754; DB 2, p. 66)
Beaver Dam Branch - James Braswell conveyed to son Simon Braswell and he conveyed to Sugg. (DB 3, p.
113)

James Braswell - Oct. 1765. (DB C)

James Braswell to Benjamin Braswell. (DB C, p. 494)

Property 1739 conveyed to James Braswell by deed to his son Simon Braswell - Beaver Dam. (DB D, p. 35)

The will of James Bracewell, son of William and Mary Wood Bracewell, was signed
September 27, 1760 and was probated at the January Court in 1765. The wife was Mary
Parmenter Bracewell. Children named were: Joseph, James, Benjamin, Sarah Cain, and Olive
Stinson. (Will Book 3, p. 106; ESTATE RECORDS OF EDGECOMBE COUNTY, NORTH
CAROLINA - 1730-1820 by Joseph Watson - Rocky Mount, N. C.)



CHILDREN OF JAMES AND MARY PARMENTER BRASWELL:

(@) Joseph (1748-7).

(b) Sarah married a Cain.

(c) Olive married a Stinson.

(d) Simon (1742-?7) married Mary Turner.

(¢) Benjamin, son of James and Mary Permenter Braswell, born May 10, 1744, died January
25, 1792, married Mary Ida Mercer. He served as a soldier in the Revolutionary War. They
_had eight children: James, Selah, John, Wennie, Lemon, Zadoc, Parmenter, and Simon.

John Stinson of Edgecombe County to Benjamin Braswell - Feb. 1769 -Beaver Dam Branch. (DB D, p. 207)
State of N. C. Grant No. 226 to Benjamin Braswell North side of Town Creek (Williamson Branch). (DB G,
p. 209)

Will - Benjamin Braswell, son of James Braswell, Feb. 25, 1789 - Exrs. Wife Mary, Son James Braswell -
all land below Watery Branch and on North Side of Mill Branch. Son, John Braswell 125 Acres land on Town
Creek - Remainder of land on Watery Branch. Plantation lent to their mother as near as can be divided among
my last mentioned sons.

Son, Simon - negro boy.

Gr. Dau., Polly Ruffin, Dau. of Millie Ruffin.

Dau. Winney - 1 negro girl.

Dau. Selah Ruffin, wife of Samuel Ruffin - 5 cattle - 5 sheep.

Will - Bracewell, Benjamin, Inv. taken by James Braswell and Mary Braswell exrs.

Buyers were: Mary, Permenter, Zadoc, Lamon and Winnifred Braswell. Division of money arising from Estate
among proper representation, Viz: Mary, James, Permenter, Zadoc, Winnifred and Simon Bracewell and Polly
Ruffin. Wednesday August 30, Benjamin Bracewell, dec’d returned - May 28, 1792. (May Ct. 1792)

Will of Benjamin Bracewell - proved by Thomas Williams - inventory return. Wednesday August 30, Benjamin
Bracewell, decd - James Bracewell appointed guardian to Simon Braswell, orphan of Benjamin Braswell, Dec’d.
Will of Mary Bracewell (Braswell) widow of Benjamin Bracewell - inventory taken by James Bracewell and
Zadoc Bracewell, Nov. 6, 1809. Div. of money equally among 8 representatives, viz: James, Zadoc, Lamon,
Permenter, and Simon Braswell, Selah Ruffin and Winifred Williams - Nov 8, 1817 - Buyers were: James
Braswell, Zadoc Braswell, Bythall Braswell, Redick Braswell. (Feb. Ct. 1810)

CHILDREN OF BENJAMIN AND MARY IDA MERCER BRASWELL

(e)1 James (1767-?) son of Benjamin and Mary Ida Mercer Braswell.

(e)2 Selah, daughter of Benjamin and Mary Ida Mercer Braswell, married Samuel Ruffin in
1787. Iam not sure how Samuel and Selah Ruffin are related to the persons mentioned in some
of the items listed below. I am including them for future reference and research.

James L. Ruffin - Dec 13, 1817 - Inventory - Widow Polly Ruffin - She was principal buyer. Acct current with
William W. Ruffin, Mary Ann Ruffin, Elizabeth Ruffin, infant children of James L. Ruffin, Dec’d.

Mary (Polly) Ruffin, inventory - division of negroes agreeable to will - among William H. Ruffin, Henry J.
G. Ruffin and infant children of James L. Ruffin dec’d. (Feb. Ct. 1819)

Samuel Ruffin and Benjamin Bracewell witness to Deed on Dec, 17, 1755 - (Abstracts of Deeds N. C.
Edgecombe Co. 1732-1758 #2, p. 71)

(e)3 John Braswell, son of Benjamin and Mary Ida Mercer Braswell, died in 1801.
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ESTATE OF JOHN BRASWELL - Inventory taken by Zadoc Braswell, adm. - Division among lawful heirs
of dec’d to-wit; James, Lamon, Permenter and Zadoc Braswell, Selah Ruffin, Winnifred Williams, Polly Ruffin
- March 21, 1801. (May Ct. 1801) Division of real estate of John Braswell dec’d among 8 lawful claimants
Viz: James, Simon, Lamon, Zadoc and Permenter Braswell; Celia (Selah) Ruffin, wife of Samuel; Winnefred
Williams, wife of Burrell; and Polly, wife of Elijah Williams. (DB 19, p. 135)



(e)4 Wennie, daughter of Benjamin and Mary Ida Mercer Braswell, married Burwell Williams
- July 19, 1799.

WILL OF BURWELL WILLIAMS, inventory. (Feb. Ct. 1812)

(e)5 -Lamon (1776-?) son of Benjamin and Mary Ida Mercer Braswell.

WILL OF LAMON (LEAMON) BRASWELL, inventory 2/23/1807, Permenter Braswell, Adm. Buyers -
Permenter Braswell. Mary Braswell, Zadoc Braswell. (May Ct. 1810) Mary (Polly) Braswell, legatee of the
will of Lamon Braswell, was a daughter of Thomas Banks, Jan 22, 1828. (DB 19, p. 135)

Thomas Banks Deed of Gift to his children, John Banks, Polly Braswell, Fanny Savage and Elizabeth Daffney,
and to his grandchildren, James Laorince and Susal Wadkins, Jan. 22, 1828. (DB 19, p. 117)

Polly Braswell was the daughter of Thomas Banks. Frederecca and William, children of Polly Braswell, were
grandchildren of Thomas Banks, Jan. 22, 1828. (DB 19, p. 134)

(e)6 Zadoc (1777 - March 11, 1851) son of Benjamin and Mary Ida Mercer Braswell, married
Sally Howell, January 27, 1800 - Witness, S. Wren. Zadoc married Evaline Gardner March
6, 1834. Zadoc married Polly (Mary) Soary, proved by will of Andrew Soary. (WB E, p. 185)
Will of Lucy Soary. (WB F, p. 265)

WILL.OF ZADOC BRASWELL - March 13, 1852 Wife Mary (Polly), Children: Lucinda, Thornton, Frances
Winnefred, Baker, Spencer L., Mary P., Sally, July, Martha, Zadoc R. (Duncan L. Braswell, son of Zadoc

Braswell 8/2/1837. (May Ct. 1852; DB 23, p. 77)
John Braswell, wife was Elizabeth, was a son of Zadoc Braswell. (DB 22, p. 255)
Lucinda Braswell married Thornton (?) - Will of Zadoc Braswell. (Will Book F, p. 473)

(2) Benjamin (1702-?) son of William and Mary Wood Braswell - no record of marriage.

(3) John (1706-?) son of William and Mary Wood Braswell, fathered five children, but we have
no record of his wife’s name.

(4) William, son of William and Mary Wood Braswell, born in Chowan County, North
Carolina in 1707 and died in Edgecombe County, North Carolina in 1785. William Braswell
married Margaret (last name not known) and they had seven children: Arthur, Jacob, Samuel,
Patience, Patty, Dorcas, and William.

On May 28, 1828 Mary Wood Guinn (the former Mary Wood Braswell, wife of William
Braswell) and her second husband, Moses Guinn, quit claimed to William Braswell, Jr., the
estate left by his father, which is an indication that he came of age on that date. (Bertie County
Book C, p. 119)

Almost immediately William Junior began disposing of the land he had inherited. On
July 3, 1728 he sold 100 acres to Robert Bracewell and on the same date he sold 250 acres to
John Wood. (Deed Book S, p. 3) In August of the same year he sold 240 acres to his step
father, Moses Quinn. (Book C, p. 79) Then on August 31, 1728 William, Jr. and his wife,
Margaret Braswell, he being son and heir to William Braswell, deceased, of Bertie County, sold
250 acres to Thomas Daughtry in accordance with his father’s bond. (Deed Book C, p. 05) In
February of 1729, William Braswell, planter of Bertie County, sold 603 acres "all the tract
where my father last lived” north of the Meherrin River, to John Baude (Boddie). (Deed Book
O, p. 09)

It is apparent that William Braswell, Jr. was planning to move. On May 25, 1734 he
was living in Edgecombe Precinct when he sold the last of his Bertie County land to "Reverend
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John Boyd, Gentleman, minister of the gospell in Bertie County, 300 acres where the said Boyd

doth now live and dwell." (Book D, pp. 150, 313)
A most interesting land grant was received by William Braswell:

Lord Granville Grants - Grant No. 7 - 25 March 1749 - 200 acres - Consideration 300 shillings proclamation
money in hand paid to John Earl Granville by William Braswell - land on Little Creek at Pigbasket - William
Braswell paying therefore yearly, and every year, for ever to the said Earl Granville 8 shillings proclamation
which is at the rate of 3 shillings sterling for every 100 acres at or upon the most usual feasts of days of
payment in the year, that is to say, the feast of the Annunciation of the blessed Virgin, and the feast of St.
Michael (The Archangel) to be paid at the courthouse in the county of Edgecombe, by said William Braswell
within three years at the rate of 3 shillings for every hundred acres. Signed -William (X) Braswell

Surveyed this 15 day of April 1748 - James Alston, Surveyor - William Braswell, Jr., Jacob Braswell, Chair
Bearers. (Grant No. 7, File E, ss Lg. 12c, North Carolina Department of Archives and History)

In those days surveyors used young boys to carry their equipment and their names were
recorded on the deed or patent along with that of the surveyors, the grantor and the grantee, etc.
The above abstract shows that the eldest sons of William Braswell, William, Jr. and Jacob,
served as chain bearers. They must have been not more than twelve and fourteen years of age
at the time.

Pigbasket Creek rises in the northwestern part of Nash County near Castalia and flows
in a southeasterly direction, emptying into Stoney Creek a few miles northwest of Nashville.
The above tract of land was situated about two or three miles north of where the Town of
Nashville now stands and became the home of several generations of Braswells.

William Braswell and his sons figured prominently in the records of Edgecombe County
until the Revolutionary War. They served as jurors, were assigned to lay off roads, build
bridges, and keep up the roads in their district, and to serve as patrollers, etc. Frequently they
bought and sold land, applied for a permit to build a mill, and witnessed deeds for friends and
relatives in their community.

Nash County was formed in 1777, so from that date all further records are at the county
seat at Nashville.

The early activities of William Braswell, Sr. in Edgecombe County are easily found as
he and his son, William, Jr., were the only William Braswells in the county until about 1760,
when other William Braswells began to show up in the records.

, William Braswell, Sr. made his will March 4, 1785. He does not mention his son,
William, Jr., who had died sometime before, probably in 1782, and whose daughter, Morning
Braswell, had a guardian, Joel Exum, when taxes were listed in 1782.

Proven at May Court, 1785 - William Braswell, Senior, of Nash, being weak in body -wife Margaret; sons
Jacob and Arthur; daughter Patience West; Daughter Dorcas Hooks; daughter Pattey Bridgers; son Samuel,
Negro man Jack and rest of estate, he to take care of his mother during her life - appoint son, Samuel, and John
Chitty, Senior Exrs. Signed - William (X) Braswell - Test: West (X) Daniel - Macajah Braswell (The original
copy of this will is in the North Carolina State Archives, Raleigh, North Carolina)

CHILDREN OF WILLIAM AND MARGARET BRASWELL

(@) Jacob (1735-1623) son of William and Margaret Braswell, married in Nash County, North
Carolina and they had eleven children.

(b) Samuel (1738-1794) son of William and Margaret Braswell, married Sarah (?).

(c) Patience (1740-?) daughter of William and Margaret Braswell, married a West.

(d) Dorcas (1745-7) daughter of William and Margaret Braswell, married a Hooks.
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(e) Patty (1755-?) daughter of William and Margaret Braswell, married a Bridges.

(f) William (1760-1840) son of William and Margaret Braswell, married Martha (?).

(g) Arthur, son of William and Margaret Braswell, was born in North Carolina in 1730 and
died in 1825. Arthur’s will did not mention his wife’s name. She must have predeceased him.
Arthur’s will listed eight children: David, Aaron, Susannah, Patience, Mary, Peggy, Richard,
and Henry.

Henry Braswell, son of Arthur Braswell, was born January 2, 1756 and died in
September 1840. Henry Braswell served in the Revolutionary War (S 1165) under James Gray
and Captain William Williams, Brigadier General Butler, General Greene, General Ashe and
Captain Britain Drake. His last service was as lieutenant. Not thinking that his last commission
would ever be of value to him, he threw it away. On 10 October 1832 he filed an application
for pension for services during the Revolutionary War, stating he was a resident of Marion
District, South Carolina, aged 76, that he was born in Nash County, North Carolina on the 2nd
day of January, 1756, that he was living in Nash County when he entered the service, and stated
he had lived, since the Revolutionary War 4 or 5 years in Robeson County & since then he has
lived in Marion District. Pension file S17852 is of record in the Marion County Courthouse,
Marion, South Carolina (Marion District, it was called then). Henry became quite prosperous
from inheritance and otherwise. = Henry married Martha (last name not known) and they had
nine children: (Estate papers of Henry Braswell)

CHILDREN OF HENRY AND MARTHA BRASWELL

(g)1 Tobias (1780-1850) son of Henry and Martha Braswell, married Susannah (last name not
known) in Nash County, North Carolina where both were born. They migrated to South
Carolina, thence to Dale County, Alabama. They had four children: William (1810-?), Byrd
(1815-), Richard (1818-7), and James. James was the father of nine children. His wife’s name
is not known.

(g)2 Richard (1771-?) son of Henry and Martha Braswell.

(g)3 William (1785-?) died in Alabama after December 1855) son of Henry and Martha
Braswell.

(g)4 Milly (1787-7) daughter of Henry and Martha Braswell, married Samuel Butler.

(g)5 Elizabeth (December 23, 1791 - November 29, 1855) daughter of Henry and Martha
Braswell.

(g)6 Mary (1795-7) daughter of Henry and Martha Braswell, married Solomon Butler, brother
to Samuel Butler.

(g)7 Margaret (1797-?) daughter of Henry and Martha Braswell.

(g)8 Nancy (1803-?) daughter of Henry and Martha Braswell, married Gideon Yelverton.
(g)9 Gadi (1805-?) son of Henry and Martha Braswell, married Effie McArthur, who was born
October 14, 1808 and died March 16, 1862.

2. Jane Bracewell, daughter of Rev. Robert and Rebecca Bracewell, was born in Isle of Wight
County, Virginia in 1646 and died in 1713. Jane was married three times, first to Robert Stokes
in Virginia in 1667. (Will and Deed Book 2, pp. 52 & 55) They had three daughters, Mary,
Ann and Rebecca. Jane and Robert Stokes were married for about ten years, prior to Robert’s
being hanged by the British during Bacon’s Rebellion in 1676.
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Jane Stokes, widdowe, 800 acres Up, Par. of Nanzemond Cou, adj. Robert Bracewell and James Long; 10 July
1680. Granted ad. Bracewell 232 Apr, 1670 deserted; and now granted, SC Trans. of 16 pers. Thomas
Williams, James Harris, Joo. Walker, William Tanner, William Gore, Mary Fish, Tim Good, Eliz. Edwards."
(Head Rights - p. 40; CAVALIERS AND PIONEERS Volume 10 -Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents - 1666-
1695)

Jane Bracewell married the second time to Robert Eley II, son of Robert Eley I, emigrant
from England about 1635. He and Rev. Robert Bracewell could have been on the same ship.
Jane and Robert married in 1678 and had one son, Robert Eley I1I. They were married for less
than three years.

Then Jane, in 1680, picked her third husband, John Roberts, another large land holder.
They had two sons, John and Thomas, and a daughter, another Jane. (Will and Deed Book 2,
p. 567)

Jane must have been a shrewd woman for according to records she made sure that all her
children and grandchildren, male and female, were educated, which was most unusual for that
era.

3. Rebecca Bracewell, daughter of Rev. Robert and Rebecca Bracewell, was born 1647 in Isle
of Wight County, Virginia and died in 1700. Rebecca married William West in 1668. (Will
and Deed Book 2, pp. 51 and 55) They had one child, another Rebecca West.

BACON’S REBELLION - The settlers of Virginia were loyal to the Stuart Kings. When
Charles I was beheaded many of his supporters came to Virginia. The Governors of Virginia
were appointed by the king, but the legislature was elected by the people. There were many
differences between the people and the governors, but usually nothing really disturbed the history
of the royal colony.

Berkeley had been appointed as governor of Virginia and was supported by the House
of Burgesses which did his bidding. In 1675 The Susquehannock Indians harassed the colonists,
but the governor would not do anything about it as he was growing rich by his private interest
in the fur trade. As last a young man, Nathaniel Bacon, who had seen his overseer murdered
by the Indians, recruited a band of about three hundred men and demanded an officer’s
commission of Berkeley. Berkeley refused. Then Bacon, without the permission of the
governor, marched against the Indians and completely routed them whereupon the governor
called Bacon a rebel and placed a price upon his head. Civil war followed and Berkeley was
driven from the capitol. Just when victory was in his grasp Bacon died of fever or perhaps
poison. Their leader gone his followers quickly fell apart.

Henry West immigrated from England in 1622 on board the "Margaret and John."
William West, the son of Henry West, married Rebecca Bracewell, the daughter of Robert
Bracewell, the Minister. During the Bacon Rebellion the West family was greatly opposed to
Berkeley because Henry West, father of the family, had been murdered by the Indians.

William West and his brother along with Robert Stokes who was the husband of
Rebecca’s sister, Jane, were true patriots and took up arms against Governor Berkeley’s troops
in 1676 in an effort to oppose the Governor’s mis-management of affairs, his unequal taxation,
unjust tobacco duties, and unfair voting system. The discontent had become open rebellion when
the Governor refused to protect the colonists from the Indians.

They burned Jamestown, after which William West headed a force to re-capture "Bacon’s
Castle," planning to surprise the governor. They were on the castle approach when they were
in turn surprised and captured by "80 horse and 90 foot command.” When Berkeley returned
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he punished those whom he considered to be his enemy.

William West was taken aboard a ship, and then to prison and condemned to death, but
escaped. His brother, a planter in Virginia, petitioned the king for a pardon for William and
himself as they had been tried by a Council of War. The request was granted and they were
allowed to return to America with their families, but Robert Stokes was hanged, as previously
stated. Though nothing was gained, it showed the courageous spirit of the Virginians.
(Information taken from AMERICAN HISTORY by Muzzy, p. 34)

Perhaps living through so much strife and anxiety was too much for Rebecca. She died
young. William West remarried and fathered several children. The wife mentioned in his will
in 1708 was "Martha." He left daughters Rebecca West and Mary West, wife of William
Green, and sons Richard, William and Robert.

Henry West & wife Susannah to James Smith Dec 3, 1725. 29 pds. for 340 acres on North Side Morrattock
river between Robert West and John Nairn. On Reedy Brance and Flagg Run. Wit. Needham Bryan, Charles

Cavenah. (May Court 1726)
James Smith & wife Mary to Henry West, Dec. 3, 1715. 20 pds for 150 acres on North Side Morrattock

River. Adm. Owen Daniels, James Parker of Flagg Run. Wit Needham Bryan (May Court 1726)

4. Ann Bracewell, daughter of Rev. Robert and Rebecca Bracewell, was born in 1649 in Isle
of Wight County, Virginia and died in 1734 in Virginia. Ann Bracewell was married to James
Bagnall during the year 1667. (Will and Deed Book 2, p. 135). James and Ann Bagnall had
four children: Rebecca, Joseph, Robert and Mary.

5. Richard (2) Bracewell, the fifth and last child of Rev. Robert and Rebecca Bracewell,
bornin 1651 in Isle of Wight County, Virginia and died in 1734. He married Sarah Sampson
January 16, 1673 and they had nine children, all born in Virginia: Richard (3), Ann, Robert,
William, Jane, Valentine, Martha, John, and Jacob. Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Braswell
and Richard (3) Braswell are in my line of direct descent.

The following items of information are found in the Clayton Library in Houston, Texas
in the book 17th CENTURY ISLE OF WIGHT, VIRGINIA.

Richard Bracewell and Sarah, his wife conveyed a mill dam pool and 2 acres of land to William West. (p. 589)

William Browne and wife Martha of L. P. (Lower Parish) sells to Richard Bracewell, Jr. a pat. of 156 acres.
Wit Wm. Bracewell. (p. 651)

Richard Bracewell, son of Robert Bracewell, Cleric: by gift 16th January 1660 gave him 400 acres and I with
my wife Sarah sould 200 acres to Thomas Green. (p. 571)

Richard Bracewell and Sarah, his wife have conveyed a mill dam pool and 2 acres of land to William West;
that conveyance ack. by himself and wife in Nansemond County Aug. 9, 1681. (p. 589)

William Browne and wife Martha of L.P. (Lower Parish) sell to Richard Braswell. Pat. 156 acres sells 35 acres
only, Oct. 9, 1703. (p. 651)

DEED OF GIFT - Whereas my father Robert Bracewell, Cleric, did in his life tyme by Deed of Gift dated ye
16th of January 1660 give unto me Richard Bracewell, his sonne, one parcell of Land containing about 400
acres being part of a tract of Land containing 1600 acres lying in ye Isle of Wight County granted unto Lt. Col.
Jno. Upton by Pattent dated ye 16th of November 1638 & by ye said Upton sold to William Underwood &
Severall more Conveyances upon record derived to my father, Robert Bracewell, Cleric, from him to me his
sonne, of 400 acres. Ye and Richard and Sarah my wife have by deed dated ye 7th of February 1673 sould
unto Thomas Green two hundred Acres lyeing on ye freshett beytween Mr. Izards & Thomas Pooles land, and
have also by another deed sould unto William West One Hundred Acres lyeing on ye other side of Runn
adjoyning to another tract of Land lately belonging to my father Robert Braswell, Minister.
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Now in consideration of 3000 pounds of good Merchantable tobacco & cask paid by said Thomas Green...100
acres of land more adjoyning to that hundred acres sould William West lyeing all ye remaining part of ye part
mentioned 400 acres sould by ye aforesaid Lt. Col. John Upton which said 100 acres now by us sould is in the
tenure of occupation of Anthony Ogler by his assignes during his life.

9th Day of January 1674 Witnesses: Michaell Bland, George (O)

Recorded: January 9, 1674 (Will & Deed Book 1, Vol. 1 p. 325)

WILL OF RICHARD (2) BRACEWELL

Will of Richard Bracewell of Isle of Wight County, Virginia. IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN. This being
the last Will and Testament of Richard Braswell being Sich and Weak but in perfect Mind & Memory thanks
be to God for it. FIRST I GIVE AND BEQUETH my Soul to Almighty God hoping to find Mercy.

2ndly I Give my Body to the earth therein to be Buried after a decent Christian manner and all my worldly
Goods as followeth after my debts are paid.

1st I give unto my well beloved Son Richard Bracewell one shilling and no more.

2dly I give unto my Son Robert Bracewell Ten Shillings worth of my Estate and no more at present.

3rdly I give unto my Son Valentine Bracewell Ten Shillings and no more at present.

4thly I give unto my Son Jacob Ten Shillings worth and no more at present.

5thly I give unto my Son John Bracewell Ten Shillings worth and no more at present.

6thly I give unto my Daughter Martha Murfy Ten Shillings worth and no more at present.

7thly I give unto my Daughter Ann Strickland Ten Shillings worth and no more at present.

8thly I give unto my Daughter Jane Williams Ten Shillings worth and no more at preseat.

9thly I give to my Granddaughter Susanna Braswell one Cow and Calfe.

10thly & Lastly I give unto my loving Wife Sarah Braswell all the rest of my Estate to her and to her disposing
appointing her my whole & sole Executrix of this my last Will & Testament whereof I do hereunto set my Hand
& Seal this 28th Day of July 1724/5.

Richard Bracewell - seal

Signed Sealed & Delivered in presence of us - Edwd Powers, Edw Powers.

Leg. son Richard; son Robert; son Valentine; son Jacob; son John; daughter Martha Murfrey; daughter Ann
Strickland; daughter Jane Williams; granddaughter Susannah Braswell. Executor, wife, Sarah

Wit: Ed Powers, Sr.; Edward Powers. (The Great Book; Will Book 2, p. 174; Wills and Administration of
Isle of Wight, Virginia 1647-1800)

WILL OF SARAH SAMPSON BRACEWELL, WIDOW OF RICHARD (2) BRACEWELL

In the name of God amen, The 20th day of March in the year of our Lord - 1733/34, I Sarah Braswell of the
Isle of Wight County being very sick & weak of Body but of perfect Mind and Memory thanks be to God for
the same.

First and chiefest I Give and Bequeath my Soul to the Hand of Almighty God who gave it to me. Secondly
my Body to be decently Buried at the Discretion of my Executors and as for my Worldly Estate as it pleased
God to endow me with I Give and Bequeath in manner and form as followeth. I Give & Bequeath my whold
Estate in General to my Grandson John, John Braswell, Junior, that is Cattle, Hoggs, Household Goods and
all manner of Implements whatsoever to me belonging EXCEPT one Negro man named Lighthouse I give him
the said negro to my daughter Jane, and him to be hers any person or persons after my decease And I make
& ordain my Son, John Braswell and my said Grandson John Braswell Junr., my whold Executors of my
aforesaid Estate, and my Son John Braswell to have the care of looking after the said Estate until the said John
Braswell Junior shall come to the years of Twenty one my said Grandson to have the aforesaid Estate in his
own possession and my said Son, John Braswell to sell such Cattle and Hoggs out of the same as shall be
necessary. And for what is Sold out of the said Estate my Son John to have the one Half for his Trouble and
the other Half to be laid out for the use of my said Grandson and Benjamin Braswell my Grandson shall have
the first Mare Colt that a Mare shall bring the which said Mare is part of the said Estate and given to my
Grandson John Braswell Junr., as aforesaid but if in case the said John Braswell Junr. should be decease without
Heir the same shall be equally divided amongst the other of my said John’s children, namely Mary, Benjamin,
William and Sampson Braswell and to either of them in case the other deceaseth without Heir And I own this
to be my last Will & Testaments ever made before by me and this to stand and no others.

AS WITNESS whereof I have hereunto put my Hand & Seal the Day and Year above written.

(X) Sarah Braswell (Seal)

Richard Blow Junior - (X) Samuel Smith - (X) Samuel Willis



Sarah Sampson Bracewell died testate in Isle of Wight County, Virginia March 20,
1733/34. At a Court held for Isle of Wight County May the 26th 1735, the Last Will &
Testament of Sarah Braswell deceased was Proved by the oath of Samuel Wills one of the
Witnesses thereto and is admitted to Record, (Will Book 4, p. 65)

The Will was probated May 16, 1735. The five sons of Sarah Sampson Bracewell had
moved to North Carolina, however, son Robert had returned to Virginia and he and his family
were living at or near the home of his mother. Apparently, their closeness influenced her to
favor Robert and his family in her will.

CHILDREN OF RICHARD (2) AND SARAH SAMPSON BRACEWELL

1. Richard (3) Bracewell, son of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell, was born in
Isle of Wight County, Virginia about 1672 and died between September 30, 1758 and November
29, 1758. He is in my direct line of descent. He married Eleanor Bryant and they had two
children: Richard (4) and Susannah Bracewell. Richard (3) and Eleanor Bryant Bracewell and

Richard (4) Bracewell are in my line of direct descent.
Richard (3) Bracewell was the father of four additional children born to Ann Carver.

Their names were: Robert, William, David and Sarah Carver. There are questions if there was
a marriage between Richard (3) Bracewell and Ann Carver.

More on Richard (3) Bracewell following the presentation of all of the children of
Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell.
2. Ann Bracewell (1674-7), daughter of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell, married
Matthew Strickland in Isle of Wight, Virginia ca 1692. Matthew Strickland was born in England
in 1663. They had ten children: John, William (?-1791), Sampson (?-1791) who married
Christianna (?), Matthew (?-1790), Jacob, born in Isle of Wight, Virginia in 1697 and died in
Nash County, North Carolina in 1790. Jacob married (?) Wilson and they had eight children.
3. Robert Bracewell (1678-1734), son of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell, married
Sarah (?) in Bertie County North Carolina. They had eight children: William (1696 or 7-7),
John, Richard, Robert, Valentine (1709-?), Sarah who married a Daugherty, Jean who married
a Bryant, and Mary (1715-7).

WILL OF ROBERT BRACEWELL - Sept. 14, 1734 - Sons: Robert; John; Richard - Plantation whereon I now
live; Valentine -100 acres of land; Daus: Sarah Daughtry; Jean Braswell; Mary Braswell; Godson, Dromee
Sumner - 99 acres land; Wife, Sarah; Executors: James Bryant, Joshuay Doughtry; Wit: Thos. Bryant, Nicholas
Baget, Pacent Bryant; Clerk of Ct. Jno. Wynns. (Nov. Ct., 1736; Abstract of Wills 1690-1760 - Bertie

Precinct, Grimes)

4. William Bracewell, son of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell.

5. Valentine Bracewell (1680-1728), son of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell, married
Jane Pope sister of William Pope who married Jane Bracewell, Valentine’s younger sister.
(Marriage File 1651-1734 p. 122) In 1721 Valentine and Jane/Jean? Bracewell relinquished
dower to Barnaby McKinnie to land sold to John Pope. (DB I, p. 470)

6. Jane Bracewell (1683-7), daughter of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell, married
William Pope, brother to Jane Pope, Valentine’s wife. On most records Jane is listed as married
to a Williams - perhaps she married twice.

7.  Martha Bracewell, daughter of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell, married a
Murphy (Murfy),

8. John, son of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Braswell. John was one of five sons of
Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell who followed William and Mary Wood Bracewell to
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North Carolina. John later returned home to live with or near his mother and his family
inherited her estate.

9. Jacob Bracewell (1684-1745), son of Richard (2) and Sarah Sampson Bracewell, married
Elizabeth Ruffin.

Jacob Bracewell to John Smith, Black Smith 1726. 10 pd. for 150 acres North Side Marrattock River and
Urssarah Meadow, where John now lives - being part and parcel of a patent of 522 Acres granted to Bracewell

April 1, 1723 on Holly Bush Meadow. (May Ct. 1726)
April 1, 1723 - Jacob Brasswell (Bracewell) & wife Elisabeth to William Ruffin, August 8, 1727. 11 pds for

278 Acres on South Side Morattock River in Urssarah Meadow and Hog Pen Meadow, Adj. John Cotton,
Richard Brassewell. Part of a tract formerly granted Jacob Brassewell for 528 Acres in April 1, 1723. Wit:

Thomas Hart, John Hart.

Jacob Bracewell received a grant of 284 acres of land north of the Tar River and easterly
of Swift Creek in 1728. (Edgecombe County Deed Book 3, p. 286) This tract of land would
have been a few miles northwest of where Tarboro now stands, probably in the area of the
Leggett community. Jacob sold this land to Robert Bracewell in 1740. (Edgecombe Deeds,
1732-1741, p. 391) Jacob Bracewell also patented 528 acres northwest of the Tar River in 1729.
The boundaries of this tract were marked by trees growing on the river bank. Evidently this
land was near the present city of Rocky Mount as the river makes a turn just north of the city
and flows i a southwesterly direction.

RICHARD (3) AND ELEANOR BRYANT BRACEWELL

Richard (3) Bracewell first appeared on records in Edgecombe County, North Carolina
in 1739 when he purchased 80 acres of land. In 1742 he was on a list of Jurymen in Bertie and
Edgecombe Counties, and he was once fined for failing to serve on the Grand Jury. In 1742
he patented land on White Oak Swamp in Edgecombe County. A transaction from William
Carver to Amos Cotton is the only known record of this patent. (Edgecombe DB 1, p. 406)

In 1745 Richard (3) Bracewell was charged with counterfeiting and acquitted. He is
described variously in the records as "oald Mr. Richard Bracewell, Richard Bracewell Senior,
and Richard Bracewell of Fishing Creek in the County of Edgecombe."” (Edgecombe County
Court Minutes, May 1745)

At a Council meeting in Wilmington on the 29 November 1758, a motion was made by
Robert Jones, esqr., Attorney General ordering that Letters of Administration granted to
Benjamin Willis on the Estate of David Bracewell be revoked and that Letters ad colligend be
issued to Ann Bracewell alias Carver on the Estate of David Braswell.

There was a question of legitimacy of David Braswell and regarding this the court
ordered the Depositions of witnesses on both sides be taken at the next Court at Enfield,
touching the legitimacy of the said David Braswell and that all parties have notice thereof and
that a Commission issue to the Chief Justice for that purpose, and that the said Ann to give
security in the sum of one thousand poinds for the due performance of said Letters.

The Carver children of Richard (3) Bracewell were born in the 1720’s at the latest. The
suit of Benjamin Willis vs. Richard Bracewell indicates that David Braswell-Carver had died
before 30 September 1758 and that Richard (3) Bracewell died after that date but before
November 29, 1758, when the Council granted letters ad colligend on both his and David’s
estates to Ann. ‘

In 1747 Richard (3) Bracewell made Deeds of Gifts to his four children by Anne (Ann)
Carver. All are listed below. At that time he had over 1000 acres of land and more than 30
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slaves. This was a large number compared with the amount of acreage and number of slaves
owned by most plantation owners in the area at that time. (Halifax DB 3, pp. 177, 178; Land
Grant Book 16, p. 252)

18th November 1747 - Richard Bracewell of Edgecombe County deeded for 5 pound Sterling money of Great
Britain to Robert born of the body of Ann Carver and commonly known by the name Robert Braswell and for
and in consideration of the natural love and affection I have & bear to the said Robert Braswell nine slaves, one
still and the plantation whereon I now dwell and all the land belonging to the same in Edgecombe County
containing in the whole four hundred & forty acres. Witness: Thomas Barker, William Magee (Halifax County
Deed Book 3, p. 178)

ROBERT CARVER alias "BRASWELL" of Bladen sold to WILLIAM BRYANT 445 Acres in Edgecombe,
granted to RICHARD BRASWELL 24 Feb. 1728. This was land given by RICHARD BRACEWELL, SENR.
to his son ROBERT commonly called ROBERT BRASWELL in 1747. (Hal. DB 4, p. 399)

28 December 1769 - Deed: Isham Carver and wife Betsy of Cumberland County to John Walsh and Thomas
Greer 350 acres in Bladen County adjoining land of the late William Carver being the upper half patented by
Zebulon Clayton, sold to Alexander Legg, sold by said Legg to David Braswell, now deceased, and on 14 Oct.
1754 and devised by said David Braswell in his last Will and Testament to said Isham Carver. Bladen County
DB 23, p. 305)

3 October 1775 - Deed: Isom Carver and wife Elizabeth of Cumberland County to George Nyline and Robert
Hogg land on Cape Fear River, being land conveyed to Robert Carver by Richard Braswell and Ann his wife
by deed bearing date of 16 June 1753, and by said Robert Carver devised to Isom his son by his last will and
testament bearing date of 11 November 1766. Wit: D’Arcy Fowler, John McKay (Cumberland County Deed
Book 6, p. 468)

Robert Carver and wife Mary deeded land to Ann Nesfield - February 25, 1765. (Cumberland DB 1, p. 457)
WILL of ROBERT CARVER of Cumberland County - 11 November 1766

Son, Isom Carver; Daughters: Ann Carver, Milley Carver, Susannah (torn out), Elizabeth Carver, Mary
Carver, Marget; Executors: William Carver, Thos. Greer, John Walsh; Witnesses: Richd. Ewell, John Ewell,
Henry Dean. (May Court 1967; Archives, Raleigh)

No wife is mentioned in the will or court records so it may be presumed that she
predeceased him. Ann, almost certainly, was married to John Ewell. Ann Ewell’s tombstone
states "Died 15 Dec. 1787, Aged 38" therefore born 1749. Elizabeth married John Estes. Her
Revolutionary War pension request states she was born 24 October 1759 and that John and Eliza
Estes were married 16 January 1780. William Carver’s Revolutionary War pension request
states he was born in 1753. William Carver’s will, 10 December 1766, names Sons: Sampson,
William, Robert, Samuel, Jesse (James?) and John Carver; Daughter, Mary Carver; Wife Mary
Carver. (May Court 1767; Archives, Raleigh)

18th November 1747 - Richard Bracewell of Edgecombe County deeded for 5 pounds Sterling money of Great
Britain to my son William the son of Ann Carver commonly known by the name of William Braswell eleven
slaves, a bed and furniture, iron pot, gray horse and horse colt; also to him a plantation of 300 acres on White
Oak Swamp "whereon my negroe Jack now lives.” Witness: Thomas Barker, William Magee (Halifax County
DB 3, p.179)

14 February 1760 - Deed: William Wilkinson and Alexander Moore to William Carver all of Bladen - upper
half of a tract containing 700 acres granted to Zebulon Clayton in 1736, this upper half being conveyed by a
deed from Robert Brazel to David Baldwin 18 Feb. 1755, being conveyed by a deed from the High Sheriff of
the County of Bladen 25 June 1757. (Cumberland County DB 3, p. 11)

18th November 1747 - Richard Bracewell of Edgecombe County deeded to my son David Braswell for love and
for five pounds Sterling money of Great Britain a plantation of 200 acres on Maple Swamp, nine slaves, all
cattle and hogs marked with a crop & two slits in the right ear, feather bed and furniture, iron pot and gray
mare. Witness: Thomas Barker, William Magee (Halifax County DB 3, p. 180)

16th May 1759 - George the second &c Know ye that we in consideration of five shillings paid to our receiver
have given & granted to RICHd BRASWELL, ROBt CARVER & Wm CARVER, fourteen slaves male &
female forty head of Black Cattle & one feather bed & furniture which were the estate of DAVID CARVER
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Decd, an illegitimate son of RICHARD BRASWELL Deceased & all other goods and chattels, rights and
Credits of said David Carver Decd. to hold to said RICHd BRASWELL, ROBERT CARVER & Wm CARVER
Their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns forever. Arthur Dobbs (North Carolina Land Grants, Book

18, p. 432)
18 November 1747 - Richard Bracewell of Edgecombe County deeded for love to My daughter Sarah Braswell
slaves, Ann and Peter, Feather bed and furniture, Iron Pot, 6 cows with calves, 6 pewter dishes and 6 spoons.

Witness: Thomas Barker, William Magee (Halifax County DB 3, p. 179)

Nov. 29, 1758 - Letters of administration granted to Benjamin Willis, Estate of David Braswell revoked.
Letters ad colligend to issue to Ann Braswell alias Carver on said estate. Ordered that depositions be taken at
next Supreme Court at Enfield touching the legitimacy of said DAVID BRASWELL. Said ANN to give

security in the sum of 1000 pds.
Ordered that consideration of the Carver entered against letters of Administration being issued to RICHARD

BRASWELL, son of Richard Braswell, deceased, be deferred until said depositions are returned and that letters
ad colligend issue to ANN BRASWELL alias Carter, security 200 pds. (Council at Edenton 29 Nov. 1758 -
erroneously given as "Wilmington 1754"; Gov’s Office, Council Journal, 1755-1764, pp. 130-131; Col. Rec.

of N. C., Vol. V, pp. 994-995)
Anne Brasswell of Bladen County, widow, and Robert Carver and William Carver were bonded December 2,

1758, by order of Council passed at Edenton that Letters ad colligenum bona were ordered to the said Anne
Brasswell on the Estate of Richard Brasswell deceased - The personal Estate of the Said Richard Brasswell -
Two hundred pounds. Ann (X) Bracewell (Her Mark) -Robert Carver (Signed) - William Carver (Signed)
Also, a bond was issued to Ann Braswell on the Estate of David Braswell, his son, however, there is no other
reference to settlement on an estate of Richard Bracewell. (Sec’y of State, Administrative Bonds, 1716-1774)
Suit of Benjamin Willis, Admr. Vs. Richard Bracewell abated by defendants death. (February term of Court)
Note in margin indicates suit was filed 30 September 1758. (Bladen County Execution Docket, Wilmington

District Court, 1756-1759)

16th May - personal estate of DAVID CARVER deceased, an illegitimate son of Richard Braswell, deceased,
granted to Richard Brasswell, Robert Carver & William Carver. (LGO Pat. Bk. 18. p. 432)

24 July - Inventory of personal estate of DAVID CARTER dec’d late of Bladen County, filed by Richard
Braswell, Robert Carver & William Carver, administrators. (Sec’y of State Inventories and Sales of Estates,
C 1744-1787) This Richard Braswell was Richard (4), the legitimate son of Richard (3).

It would be of interest to see the deed by which Richard (3) Bracewell and wife Ann
conveyed land to Robert Carver in 1753. One would like to know whether this was a deed for
"love & affection" as were the 1747 Halifax deeds from Richard (3) Bracewell; and what county
was named as the residence of Richard and Ann Braswell. But this can not be known as these
oldest Bladen deeds were all lost in a fire that destroyed the court house. The only reference
to them that we now have being those in later deeds that were re-recorded. At least this deed
tells us three things: 1. Richard (3) Bracewell was still alive in 1753. 2. He owned land in
Bladen County, probably by purchase or inheritance since no land grants were recorded for him
in Bladen County. 3. He presumably had married Ann Carver since making the 1747 deeds to
their four children, as otherwise it seems unlikely that she would be referred to as "wife" in a
legal document, however, one can only speculate as to this, as well as to the legal status of
Robert, William and Sarah. Only David was declared to be an illegitimate son of Richard (3)
Bracewell, deceased.

On January 18, 1714, Ann Carver prays Letters of Administration on Estate of her
father, William Carver, deceased - Granted: ordered that John Dew, James Bryant, Jr. and
Thomas Boon be appointed to appraise said estate and return an inventory to next court. Ann
Carver granted Letters of Administration on estate of her father, William Carver. (Chowan
County Court Minutes, Jan. 1714) It is likely that Ann Carver was the only child of William
Carver, and she would have been of age in order to have been named administratrix of his
estate.
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On April 19, 1715 Richard (3) Bracewell proved an account against the estate of William
Carver, deceased, for Four Pounds. (Chowan County Court Minutes, 1715) This shows that
he and Ann Carver were acquainted by that time, if not before, and this may have been the
beginning of their association.

Richard (3) was described as "of Bertie" in a 1735 deed. According to the deed by
which Robert Carver sold his Edgecombe land, he had patented that land in 1728. In the 1747
deed of gift Richard (3) described it as the "plantation where I now dwell," giving the location
as west of Fishing Creek and on Crooked Branch, that being in the eastern part of the county
near the Halifax line about 10 or 12 miles above Tarboro. His other land was in the same
general area, White Oak and Maple Swamps. Richard (4) was in the same area but last lived
on the south side of Tar River near Hatcher’s Swamp, where most of his sons settled also. This

is about five miles west of Tarboro.
On the following pages there is a listing of some legal records and documents related to

two Richard Bracewells, Richard (3) and Richard (4), during the years 1744 to 1760.

1706 - Richard Bracewell, Junr., and wife Eleanor of Lower Parish, Isle of Wight, sold above land to Wm.
Brown. (I. of W. DB 2, p. 69)

1706 - Richard Bracewell, Junior of Lower Parish of Isle of Wight bought 35 acres on Main Blackwater from
William and Martha Browne. (I. of W. DB 1, p. 401)

1708 - Richard Bracewell of Isle of Wight to James Bryant, Senior of same, assignment of patent in Chowan

" Precinct. (Chowan DB 1 #386, p. 187)

1720 - Richard Bracewell on tax lists of Albermarle County in Capt. Robert Patterson’s Company on both
sides of the Meherrin River. He was also on several other early tax lists. (Undated)

1720 - Richard Bracewell patented 640 acres in Chowan Precinct. (Pat. Bk. 8, p. 18)

1721 - Richard Bracewell patented 365 acres in Chowan Precinct. (Pat. Bk. 6)

1721 - Richard Bracewell patented 280 acres in Chowan precinct. (Pat. Bk. 3)

1721 - Richard Bracewell patented 300 acres in Chowan Precinct. (Pat. Bk. 3)

1722 - Richard Bracewell patented 245 acres in Bertie Precinct. (Pat. Bk. 3, p. 10)

1723 - Richard Bracewell & wife Eleanor sold 245 acres to Wm. Kinchen. (Bertie DB A, p. 104)

1723 - Richard Bracewell & wife Eleanor to William Bennet.

1724 - Richard Bracewell sold 200 acres to John Hilliard.

1724 - Richard Bracewell & wife Elinor sold 180 acres to William Wilson. (Bertie DB A, p. 363)

1724 - Richard Bracewell was appointed to Juries to lay out two roads: one from Bridges Creek to the road
from Henry Wheeler’s mill to Brady’s landing on Meherrin River; the other from Mr. Simon Jefferies
landing on Roanoke River to the main branch that begins at Mr. James Bryants and goes to Cheshire’s
landing on Hamerin River where the trading Vessells commonly lye. (Bertie County Court Minutes
1724-1743)

1725 - Richard Bracewell, junr. Patented 639 acres in Bertie Precinct. (Pat. Bk. 3, p. 194)

1725 - Richard Bracewell patented 657 acres in Bertie Prect. (Pat. Bk. 3, p. 195)

1725 - Richard Bracewell Patented 451 acres in Bertie Prct. (Pat. Bk. 3, p. 195)

1725 - William Bennet sold Nicls. Boon 100 acres Which I purchased of Richard Bracewell by one Deed
bearing date of the fourteenth of Seventeen hundred twenty three. (Bertie DB B, p. 2)

1727 - Richard Bracewell & wife Eleanor sold 150 acres to Owin Kelly. (Bertie DB B, p. 385)

1728 - Commissioners to divide estate of John Cotton, dec’d: John Dew, Simon Jeffaries & Richard Braswell.
(Chowan Inventories & Est.)

1728 - Richard Bracewell, Junr. Sold 640 acres to my father Richard Bracewell. (DB C, p. 19)

1728 - Richard Bracewell, Senr. sold 649 acres to Jonothan Standley, Jr. (Bertie DB C, p. 32)

1728 - Richard Bracewell, Senr. Patented 445 acres on Fishing Creek & Crooked Branch in what became
Edgecombe County. Robert Carver "alias Bracewell" to William Bryant. This is the only known
record of this patent. (Hal. DB 4, p. 399)

1729 - Richard Bracewell sold 320 acres to William Harris. (Bertie DB C, p. 97)

1729 - Richard Bracewell & wife Elinor sold 230 acres to Jas. Norfleet. (Bertie DB C, p. 194)

1732 - Will of Thomas Wimberly witnessed by Elinor Bracewell, Feb. 1732. (Bertie Wills) Thomas
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Wimberly was living on Fishing Creek and had he lived a few months longer would have died in
Edgecombe. One of his bequests was as follows "150 acres to daughter Sarah Wimberly along with
"two puter dishes and two puter basons” and my desire is for Jacob Bracewell & young Rich
Bracewell for to divide it among them.” (ABSTRACTS OF NORTH CAROLINA WILLS by Grimes)

No doubt "young Rich Bracewell" was Richard, (4) Junior, so called to distinguish him
from his father. What, precisely, Thomas Wimberly meant to be done with the 150 acres and
the four "puter" articles is a mystery. A law suit probably would have revealed the answer but
evidently the legatees knew what he intended and settled it amicably. Another mystery is what
the connection was between the Wimberlys and Braswells. It seem evident that it was a close
one but no amount of speculation will reveal the truth and there is no clue in any record I have
found thus far. At any rate the bequest to "young Rich" provides evidence that this Elinor was
the wife of Richard, senr. and this is her last appearance in any known record.

1731-1734 - Will of James Bryant, Senr, listed "all my children - John Dew and Richard Bracewell, James
Bryant & Thomas Bryant & Mathew Tolar (Telar?)." There was another son, William Bryant, named
separately in the will. Whether Richard Bracewell was Senior or Junior I would not guess. More
study of the Bryants, who are closely interwoven with the Bracewells, would be needed to clear this
up.

1735 - Richard Bracewell sold 187 acres to James Barns. (Bertie DB D, p. 173)

1736 - Richard Bracewell, Junr. of Edgecombe Prct. sold John Dawson 76 acres in Bertie adjoining "his

" father’s corner tree." (Bertie DB E, p. 124)

1737 - Richard Bracewell sold 500 acres to James Wood. (Bertie DB E, p. 114)

1738 - Richard Bracewell patented 100 acres in Edgecombe. (Pat. Bk. 8, p. 11)

1738 - Richard Bracewell patented 100 acres in Edgecombe. (Pat. Bk. 8, p. 25)

1739 - Richard Bracewell patented 500 acres in Craven. (Pat. Bk. 8, p. 14)

1739 - Richard Bracewell, Junr. bouthe 80 acres in Edgecombe. (Hal. DB 1, p. 279)

1740 - Ricd. Bracewell and Richard Bracewell on Bertie and Edgecombe list of jurymen. (Col. Rec. of N.
C. Vol. IV, p. 523)

1741 - Richard Bracewell Junr. bought 175 acres in Edgecombe. (Hal. DB 1, p. 405)

1741 - Richard Bracewell. Junr. bought 100 acres in Edgecombe. (Hal. DB 1, p. 413)

1741 - Richard Bracewell, Junr. patented 200 acres in Craven. (Pat. DB 5, p. 204)

1741 - Richard Bracewell, Junr. of Edgecombe fined 6 shillings for failing to serve on Grand Jury. (Colonial
Court Papers, CCR 163, Folder 2)

1742 - Richard Bracewell bought 200 acres in Edgecombe. (Hal. DB 5, p. 80)

1742 - Richard Bracewell, Senr. patented land on White Oak Swamp, Edgecombe. (Edgecombe DB 1, p.
406) Deed - William Carver to Amos Cotton, only known record of this patent.

1743 - Richard Braswell sold 100 acres in Edgecombe. (Hal. DB 5, p. 169)

1743 - Richard Bracewell sold 250 acres in Craven County. (Craven County Court Minutes - 1743 deeds for
Craven County missing - Edgecombe Patent Book says Craven - Deed Book says Edgecombe)

1745 - Richard Bracewell sold 200 acres in Craven. (Hal. DB §, p. 396)

1745 - Richard Bracewell, Senr. charged with counterfeiting and acquitted. In one deposition mention is
made of "Mrs. Bracewell" but she is not otherwise identified. (Edge. Court Minutes, P. & Q. S. May,
1745; Colonial Court Papers, Criminal Papers, General & Assize Courts - 1745-1749; General Court
Papers, Dockets, July & October General Sessions - 1745)

1747 - Richard Bracewell, Junr. bought 50 acres in Edgecombe. (Hal. DB 3, p. 311)

1753 - Richard Bracewell patented 147 acres in Johnston County. (Pat. Bk., p. 18)

1755 - Richard Bracewell sold 118 acres to James Bracewell. (Hal. DB 2, p. 209)

1758 - Richard Bracewell of Tar River in Edgecombe sold above 147 acres to James Wooten. (Johnston DB
A-1,p. 5)

1760 - Richard Bracewell of Edgecombe Co. to William Bracewell, June 24, 1760 for 100 pounds. (DB
00098)

1760 - Richard Bracewell, Sear. to Sampson Bracewell, March 21, 1760. (DB 101)
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CHILDREN OF RICHARD (3) AND ELEANOR BRYANT BRACEWELL

1.  Susannah Bracewell, daughter of Richard (3) and Eleanor Bryant Bracewell, (1705-7)
married a Penny.

2. Richard (4) Bracewell, son of Richard (3) and Eleanor Bryant Bracewell, was born in
Isle of Wight County, Virginia in 1700 and died about 1772. He married Elizabeth Bryant
who was born in 1705. They had eight children: Mary, Sarah, Elizabeth, Sampson, Solomon,

Richard, James, Elizabeth, and William. Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Bracewell and

William Bracewell are in my line of direct descent.
I have not established what the relationship was between Richard (4)’s wife, Elizabeth

Bryant, and his mother, Eleanor Bryant. Marriage between cousins was not uncommon in those
days in that sparsely populated country. By hypothesis and from my knowledge of genealogy,
I conclude the Braswell and Bryant families were close friends and had mutual business interests.
It is possible that intermarriage was sometimes influenced by a desire to keep the wealth within
the family.

Richard (4) Bracewell lived for many years in the same general area as his father, White
Oak Swamp and Maple Swamp, but he later lived on the south side of Tar River swamp, where
most of his sons settled, also. This is about five miles west of Tarboro, Edgecombe County,
North Carolina.

The earliest reference to him is in the 1725 land grant, whereby he patented 639 acres
in Bertie Precinct. (Pat. Bk. 3, p. 194) He was probably about 21 years old when he patented
this land, however, he need not have attained his majority to do so.

Deeds, examples shown below, indicate that by about 1730 he had moved into what was
to become Edgecombe County and it appears that his mother, Eleanor Bracewell, was with him
since she witnessed the will of Thomas Wimberly, who was living nearby.

William Bryant and wife of Edgecombe County to Thomas Uzell of Nansmond County, Virginia, May 20,
1740, 1000 pds. for a certain plantation plus 100 acres of land North side Meherrin River being plantation
whereon James Bryant formerly lived and part of the Patent Granted to Richard Braswell and also one hundred
acres of land bought of John Dew by Deed bearing Date the 25th day of July 1730. Wit. James Uzzell,
Thomas Whitfield, W. Baker (August Court 1740)

William Bryant of Edgecombe County to Thomas Uzzell of Nansmond County, May 20, 1740, 26 pounds for
320 A. Land whereon James Bryant Dec’d. formerly lived. Patent granted to Richard Brasswell for 640 acres
dated Nov. 24, 1706 which patent being endorsed to James Bryant, Senr. the fourth day of March 1708 and
Recorded in Chowan County, adj. John Dew being the same (300 A.) of land given James Bryant by his father
James Bryant deceased and also 100 acres I bought of John Dew dated July 25, 1730, Adj. John Dew, William
Bryant, Britt’s Corner. Wit: Thomas Whitfield, W. Baker. (Aug. Court 1740)

The real estate of Richard (4) Bracewell was divided as directed by his will, December
1767, which was probated in February 1772 - Wife, Elizabeth; Daughters Mary, Sarah,
Elizabeth; Sons Sampson, Solomon, Richard, James, William; (Jan. Court 1772 Bk. 4, p. 193;
Deed Book, pp. 596-597; abstracts of North Carolina Wills, 1760-1800 - Edgecombe County)

CHILDREN OF RICHARD (4) AND ELIZABETH BRYANT BRACEWELL

1. Mary, daughter of Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Bracewell, was born ca 1730 in North
Carolina.

2. Sarah was a daughter of Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Bracewell.

3. Elizabeth was a daughter of Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Bracewell.

4. Sampson (1740-?), son of Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Bracewell, married Miss (?)
Moore December 21, 1780 in Anson County, North Carolina. They moved to Washington
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County, Georgia. (Edgecombe County DB 8, p. 548)

5. Solomon, son of Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Bracewell, appeared in the 1790 census
and died before 1795. Issue as named in DB 9, pp. 80, 84, 85. He married Mary DeLoach,
daughter of Samuel and Mary DeLoach, and they had 12 children. (DB C, p. 552)

CHILDREN OF SOLOMON AND MARY DeLOACH BRACEWELL

a. Solomon, Jr., son of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, died before 1797. (DB 8, p-
820; DB 9, p. 84)

b. Admiral, son of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, died before 1801.

c.  William, son of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, moved to Warren County,
Tennessee. (DB 14, p. 372) William Bracewell of Tennessee was an heir of Solomon
Bracewell, dec’d Nov. 14, 1795. (DB 8, p. 641)

d. Richard was a son of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell. (Will 1804-1807)

e. Reddick was a son of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell.

f. Winney, daughter of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, unmarried - died before 1799.
g. Daughter of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, married Lamon Cooper.

h. Mary Topping, daughter of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, married Roderick
Cotton.

i. Charity, daughter of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, died before 1827, married
Sterling Shirley.

j. James, son of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell. (DB 3, p. 139)

k. Elizabeth, daughter of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, married Thomas Boykin.

1. Mary, daughter of Solomon and Mary DeLoach Bracewell, married William Britt.

6. Richard, son of Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Braswell, was born ca 1730 in North
Carolina. He moved to Davie County, North Carolina and later to Wayne County, North
Carolina. He died in Greenville County, South Carolina or Anderson County, Tennessee ca
1800. He married Obedience Snow and they had six children: Richard, Sampson, Shadrach,
Jesse, David, and a daughter who married Samuel Bridges.

11th October 1788 - Division of Estate of Richard Braswell, late of Wayne County, deceased. Share to his
grandchildren, Mary and Jesse Bridges, children of daughter and husband Samuel Bridges; Richard Brasswell,
David Brasswell and Jesse Brasswell. Signed: John Blow - John Souls (CR 108-802-3 - 1199) Signed:
Sampson Braswell, Richard Braswell and Shadrack Braswell (Archives - CR 302-802)

CHILDREN OF RICHARD AND OBEDIENCE SNOW BRASWELL
a. Richard Braswell, son of Richard and Obedience Snow Braswell and grandson of Richard
(4) and Elizabeth Bryant Braswell, was born in July 1755 in Anson County, North Carolina and
died August 20, 1839. He married Penelope Blow in October 1780 in Wayne County, North
Carolina and they had eight children: Delany, Elizabeth, Burril, Arvil, Benjamin, Patty, and
Cullen.

Richard Braswell was living in Wayne County and was listed as a private in the North
Carolina militia during the Revolutionary War. Richard’s brothers, Sampson and Shadrach also
were in military service during the war. (DAR PATRIOTS)

Richard Braswell - Revolutionary War #4888 - Anson County, N. C.
On the 11th of October 1832 Richard Braswell, aged 78 years declared that he enlisted in the service in the
County of Wayne, North Carolina in the month of January in the year 1776. He marched to New Hanover
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County, marched to Cumberland County thence Camden. "I was drafted in the County of Wayne in the month
of November 1778, marched from North Carolina to General Ashe in Georgia, was marched back to North
Carolina and was discharged in April 1780. I have no record of my age. I was living in the County of Wayne,
State of North Carolina when I was called into service and continued to reside in said County until twenty two
years back. I moved to Anson County where I now live. I was drafted twice and volunteered once."
Richard(X) Braswell

Anson County, North Carolina - Declaration by Penolope Braswell, widow of Richard Braswell, who died
August 20, 1839:

On the 25th day of July 1840 at the home of Penelope Braswell, a resident of North Carolina in the County of
Anson, aged 79 years, declared she is the widow of Richard Braswell, deceased, that she was married to
Richard in October 1780 and that her husband, the aforesaid Richard Braswell died on the 20th day of August
1839 and that she remained a widow ever since, that she is not able to travel to the Court House by reason of
old age and infirmities, it being 16 or 17 miles. Signed Penelope (X) Braswell

b. Sampson Braswell, son of Richard and Obedience Snow Braswell and grandson of Richard
(4) and Elizabeth Bryant Braswell, was born in North Carolina. He married Lucresa (Lucretia)
Waide, December 21, 1780. He died September 11, 1831 in Wayne County, North Carolina.
Sampson was drafted in 1777 or 1778 and entered service as a soldier of the American
Revolution. The information we have on Sampson is from a Revolutionary pension application
made by Lucretia Braswell, his widow. (Revolutionary War W. W. 3930)

Declaration of Lucretia Braswell:

Lucretia Braswell, widow of Sampson Braswell, on the 15th day of January 1838 a resident of Anson County,
State of North Carolina, age 74 years declared that she is the widow of Sampson Braswell, deceased, a Soldier
of the Revolution. That he entered the service in the year 1777 or 78, and that "we were married December
21, 1780 and he was drafted into service. At the time he done this service I went to stay with my father and
his father and other friends of mine until my husband returned home. At the time of his first and last service
which he rendered we lived in Wane County, Carolina, a neighbor to each other before we married.” She
further declared that she was married to her husband, Sampson Braswell on the 21st day of December 1780 and
that her husband, the aforesaid Sampson Braswell died on the 11th day of September 1831 and that she has
remained a widow ever since. She further declares that she is not able to travel to the court house by reason
of bodily infirmity, it being sixteen or seventeen miles, not having ben more than four miles from home in the
five years past.

Signed: Lucresa (X) Braswell .

I certify that Lucreasy Braswell is entitled to have credit upon her oath and I have bin personally acquainted
with her for thirty years - given under my hand this 15th August 1844.

Signed W. M. Allen

Wadesboro, North Carolina, March 20, 1839

Sir: Enclosed you have the affidavit of Richard Braswell and Penolope his wife, together with the script
containing the ages of their children, in support of the claim of Mrs. Lucretia Braswell widow of Sampson for
whose service she claims a pension. In reply to yours of the 15th November 1838 showing the reasons why
they fix the date of the Marriage of Sampson and Lucretia Wade on the 21st day of December 1780. It appears
that the Braswell family was firm Whigs as Shadric Braswell another brother served his country faithfully but
is no more, and we deprived his testimony in support of the claim of Mrs. Lucresa Braswell. The applicant
is fast declining and will soon pay the debt of nature, such is the case of two witnesses Richard and Penelope
Braswell, in that they are hardly able to walk across the house, the old man in particular. Nealy M. Hubbard,

Agent

We Richard Braswell and Penelope his wife do certify that we were married in the fall of the year 1780 in
October and that our first child was born October 27, 1781 as appears on record in my family register, kept
by us of our children’s ages, and Brother Sampson & Lucretia Wade was married four days before new
Christmas of the same year as we all lived in the same Neighborhood at that time and has continued to live near
each other to the present day. And the said Lucretia Braswell is not able to be carried to the court house, not
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7.

a doubt remaining on our minds after referring to the family register, but that Sampson Braswell & Lucretia
Wade was married on the 21st of December 1780. And that Sampson Braswell, deceased, served in behalf of
the United States as before been stated, and that Shadrich Braswell another brother served his country faithfully,
but is long since no more. Richard Braswell and Penelope his wife do further certify that the scrip of four
leaves of paper containing the names of Richard Braswell, Delany, Elizabeth, Burril, Arvil, Benjamin, Patty,
Bryant, Cullen, Penelope Braswell is a true family register kept for use of our childrens ages. Sworn to and
Subscribed this 15th day of March 1839.

Richard (X) Braswell - Penelope Braswell

Affidavit of Richard Braswell, Pensioner of the United States, aged 83: I Richard Braswell of Anson County,
North Carolina do certify that I and Sampson Braswell above stated are brothers, and lived in Wane County
in the time of the War. We both were in service together called out by the Authority of the State of North
Carolina at the Battle of Moore’s Creek. Brother Sampson Braswell and Lucresa Waide were lawfully married
an the 21st day of December 1780 and I was at the weddin. After they were married Brother Sampson was
drafted into service. We all lived at that time in Wane County, North Carolina in one plantation and have lived
near as neighbors until the day of his death which occurred the 11th day of September 1831 with palsy and she
had remained a widow ever since. Signed: Richard Braswell

I William Hamilton do certify that Sampson Brasell, deceased, that his widow, Lucresa Braswell is the lawful
widow of Sampson Braswell, deceased, that she is 74 years of age. I further certify that Richard Braswell is
83 years (or 81) age and that he is a pensioner. William Hamilton

State of North Carolina, Anson County:

I Robert Braswell of the county & State aforesaid do hereby certify that my deceased fathers account to me in
his lifetime, as well as seeing all fathers and mothers children ages and names set down in a Bible kept by my
father and mother, Sampson and Lucresa Braswell of their childrens ages, and that I was born on the 23rd day
of March 1782 and was the oldest child according to the family record, but said Bible has either been lost or
mislaid and cannot be found. Sworn to and subscribed this 18th day of January 1845. Signed: Robert Braswell

18th January 1845 - I Lucresa Braswell widow of Sampson Braswell deceased do hereby certify that the above
mentioned Robert Braswell is my oldest child and was born on the 23rd of March 1782. Our childrens ages
has been set down in a Bible but said Bible has been lost or mislaid and cannot be found. Lucresa Braswell

18th January 1845 - William Allen also made an affidavit:
I certify that I have been acquainted with Robert Braswell for upwards of 30 years and I have no doubt but he
is the son of Sampson Braswell and Lucresy Braswell and believes him, Robert, to be about 62 or three years

of age. William Allen

Shadrach Braswell, son of Richard and Obedience Snow Braswell, served in the war.
Jesse Braswell was a son of Richard and Obedience Snow Braswell.

David Braswell was a son of Richard and Obedience Snow Braswell.

Daughter of Richard and Obedience Snow Braswell who married Samuel Bridges.

James (1752-7) son of Richard (4) and Elizabeth Bryant Braswell, married Unity (last name

not known) October 2, 1783. (Nov. Ct. 1783) They had nine children: Nathan, James, Abner,
Burrell, Fereby, Charity, Rachel, Elizabeth, and Sarah. (Abstracts of Early Deeds by Joseph
Watson, Volume II - 1772-1778. Archives - Montgomery, Alabama)
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Thomas Grive of Johnston County, N. C., 17 Oct. 1762 to James Braswell of Edgecombe County South side
of Tar River. Witness: Sampson Bracewell and Solomon Bracewell. (Deed Book 1, p. 447)

James Braswell, Edgecombe County sold to Solomon Bracewell, August 1776. (DB 3, p. 154)

State of North Carolina Grant no. 14 to James Bracewell by Governor Caswell, 1762 - South side of Tar River
on Hendricks Creek. Adm. to Sugg and Jacob Jort. (DB 3, p. 447)

James Braswell of Edgecombe County sold to William Bird of Bute County, North Carolina, May 1772, Lot

























































































































































































































































