William Henry Pendarvis
River Boat Pilot

In very early Mobile records, there are several Pendarvises mentioned. In the
death records theré are 4 women named for the time period of the yellow fever
epidemic. There was Emily Pendarvis age 10 who died August 3, 1825. Catherine
Pendarvis, age 50, died August 9“‘, 1825. Margaret Pendarvis died October 18“‘, 1825,
and Harriet who was 22 years old died September 18, 1826. Also, in a later sexton’s
report there is a James A. Pendarvis, born in South Carolina who dies of paralysis on
November 29, 1851. He was 43 years old. He is buried at Magnolia Cemetery, Lot
43, Square 5. We do not know how these people relate to William Henry Pendarvis.

William Henry Pendarvis was born in 1805 in South Carolina. He was the son of
John Pendarvis (brother of Richard Lambright Pendarvis of Wayne County, Georgia)
who was the son of Josiah Pendarvis and Sarah Bedon of Colleton county, South
Carolina. William Henry’s youngest brother James Washington Pendarvis settled in
the Irvington/Bayou La Batre, Alabama area in the 1850’s.

William Henry’s first marriage was to Rebecca Glase on March 3, 1825 in Mobile,
Alabama. In June 1854, William Henry married a widow named Catherine Elizabeth
Williams Fettus. This marriage took place in Mobile County, also.

Captain William Henry Pendarvis is first mentioned in the Mobile City Directory in
1837. His steamboat was the “Louis Cass”. He resided at St. Louis and North Bayou.
In 1838, the manifest of the steamboat “Emblem”, with Pendarvis listed as Master

from Columbus, was 5 bales of cotton and 16 passengers. By 1842 he was the captain



of the steamboat “W. W. Fry”. According to the “Mobile Register”, May 1%, 1848,
the steamboat “Selma” with Pendarvis as captain came into Mobile from Wetumpka
with 122 bales of cotton.

In the 1859 city directory, William Henry Pendarvis is listed as a steamboatsman,
residing on St. Francis Street. In the household with him is W. A. Pendarvis who was
employed at the Phoenix Foundry. According to probate records, at the Mobile County
Court House, on February 14™ 1853, Amanda Foster dies leaving all of her worldly
golods to William A. Pendarvis, a minor. In 1855 court records, William Henry states
that he has had guardianship of William A. Pendarvis, an orphan, since 1839. William
Henry died on May 6™ 1860 at the age of 55. He is buried at Magnolia Cemetery Lot
43, Square 5. In 1865 and in 1866, William A. Pendarvis and William Henry’s widow,
Catherine Elizabeth, lived at the residence of Charles B. Barnard and Anna Williams
Barnard, Catherine’s sister, in the city of Mobile. Charles and Anna had been married
in earlier times at the home of Captain William Henry Pendarvis. In 1869 and in 1870,
William A. Pendarvis is listed as a watchman for Morgan Line Steamers. William A.
Pendarvis who was born in South Carolina died July 1 1™ 1870 at the age of 28. He is
buried at Magnolia Cemetery Lot 43, Square 5.

Submitted by: Cynthia Bess Pendarvis and Gracie Trest Pendarvis
Sources: Mobile City Directories, Mobile County Death Records, Magnolia Cemetery

Records, Mobile Register, Records of Jacqueline Ward Pendarvis
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