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. MY LIFE STORY
(I hope it will be of some benefit to those who read it)

I, Mack C. Emmons, was born February 12th, 1874, second child

in family of five (4 boys and 1 girl), to William Fountain Emmons
and Columbia Louiana Gibbens Emmons on their small farm in Newton
County, Mississippi, between Hickory Station and Decatur. The
name originally given me was Eldridge McDuff Emmons but I was
immediately nicknamed Mack. When I was about eight years old,

I changed my name to Mack C. because I thought it looked more
important, as a local merchant had a big sign, which I got quite
a kick out of, with the name"McDonald". ©People called him Mack
so I thought that was the way my name should be written also

and I have used that form ever since.

I lived an ordinary child's life in the country. I didn't get
much education aswe weretoo busy farming and working at my father's
saw mill., He was a slow, easy-going man, who always tried

to rear his children to behonest, upright and industrious.

Mother was very religious, reading the Bible to us often, and
very ambitious for her children to amount to something and not
let any of our neighbors surpass us in anything. I think her
training had a great influence over my life. I was large for my
age and enjoyed hunting, ball«playing, wrestling and boxing, also
fishing. Whenever I lost at a game, it grieved me very much for
I did my best to win. I was always pulling some Jjoke on the
crowd and sometimesthey backfired. There were several Choctaw
Indians around in our neighborhood and I enjoyed their company
and learned to speak some of their language. I also played
Indian Ball with them.

When I was seven years old, my oldest brother got after me to

go fishing during our dinner hour., While I was catching some

bait, a brier struck me in the eye and left a thorn which looked

like it was just in the edge of the sight. When it was finally

removed, it left a very small speck in the eyeball. When I

was fourteen, I was playing with a brother in the cotton house

late one afternoon, when another brother thought he would sur-

prise us and threw some heavy clots of dirt through the door.

One of these struck me in the eye, bursting the eyeball at the

same spot where the thorn had been years before. I suffered

terribly. One doctor said I should be taken to a specialist

at once but our family physician said he thoughtI would soon be

alright, and kept on giving me morphine to ease the pain until

I almost became a dope addict. We later learned he was one

and I thank Géd for my mother, who had to strength to take dope

from me when she saw the danger as I got to where I craved it.

It also turned out our doctor was wrong in what he had done for

my eyes and was responsible for my loosing the sight in the good

eye. His son came home from medical school on a visit and after

seeing me, told his dad what he haddone wrong and urged my

father to take me to a specialist in Meridian. This was about

five weeks after the accident and the eye specialist quickly .
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removed the bad eye and bandaged my other eye for protection
and ordered me to stay in a dark room., How well I remember the
day my bad eye was removed for it was the last day I saw.

My dad had me slip the bandage and look at the first electric
light put up in Meridian,which was a wonderful sight to us; then
on the way home, he had me slip the bandage again and see if

I could tell him where we were....... I was kept in total
darkness for about six months and was under the specialist's
care and a local physician's. Mother was wonderful to me and
I don't know what I would have done without her., It was a ter-
rible blow to me when the doctor finally broke the news that I
would always thereafter be totally blind! The other gre had
gone out in sympathy with the injured one purely from lack of
proper medical attention at first. Therefore, I always urge
anyone with the least eye infection or trouble to see an eye
specialist. I was very blue and worried about how I was to make
a living. However, soon atfter this I heard of a blind man who
was making a living on a farm, having his place share-cropped.
(I expect that is one reason why I have been so crazy about
the farm, notwithstanding the fact the farming part of

my life has been a complete failure. However, in buying and
selling of farms, I feel like I have done fairly well.).

After I had been blind about a year, an uncle wrote my mother,
telling her she should send me off to the school for the blind
in Jackson, Mississippi as they taught the blind to re-seat
chairs and make foot-mats out of corn shucks. I thought that
was a bad proposition but I had better learn that much anyway,
so my parents sent me off to school. An older brother +took
me over to the school and left me at the door, saying he would
be back to see me before he left. If he had, I would have

gone on home for I was so homesick, The music teacher, who

met us at the door, led me down to the sitting room and made me
acquainted with some of the boys. They ganged around me

and began fingering my face and ears and asked my age and height.
When I told them, they measured and weighed me and learned it
was true that I was 5'11 3/4" high and weighed 164#. One of the
boys said he wouldn't believe my mammy and daddy if they were

to come in and tell him that I was only fifteen years old. Of
course, I took exception to this and wanted to fight him, but
he knew the place and kept out of my way and that made me

Just that much madder. The next day was Sunday and one of the
boys came to me and asked me to go to church with him. However,
when I learned he was going to take me by himself, I refused,
saying I wasn't going to let a blind fellow lead me down the
street and get killed. He laughed and said we wouldn't get hurt,
that he went all over the city alone. He finally prevailed upon
me to go and everything was alright. That gave me more con-
fidence in being blind and it wasn't 1long before I was going
around on the streets by myself.
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My folks were poor and I needed a little money very badly at times.
Several of the boys at school were peddling brooms and feather
dusters about the city on Saturdays and I started doing likewise
to make a 1ittle money.

When I went down to the workshop, I found out they not only made
mats and reseat chairs but also taught how to make mattresses
and brooms. I immediately became very much enthused over the
broom and mattress business and after I had been there a few
days, my teacher came over and told me to try my hand at making
a broom. My father had run a little saw mill:and farmed so I
had been used to many different kinds of work and was right
handy with a knife. The teacher helped me make the first broom
and as I started on the second one, he was called off but told
me to go ahead and see what I could do. When he came back, I
had it made and he said it was better than many of the boys

who had been there in the shop ten or twelve years. He said
if I kept that up he wanted me to work for him in his own broom
factory during vacation. Of course, that kind of gave me the
big head for I had only been to blind-school two months and
twenty days. When school was out, he told me to go home and

see my folks and he would send after me in the next week or
ten days. When he sent for me though, he only offered me $10.00
a month and my board, and inasmuch as I had found I still loved
home very much and my father had told me I would be worth more
to him, sawing logs for his mill, than the teacher offered me,

I didn't go.

When school opened again, I went back over there. I had gotten
more used to being blind and to what a blind person could do
and I went down to making brooms and studying mathematics., T
continued in school through the third term and decided I had
learned enough to go into businessfor myself. In the meantime,
my parents had moved to Meridian, Mississippi, so that I would
have a good market for my products. I was inexperienced in
business and had no money to start out on, so I started out
trying to borrow $50.00 to get in business on. My next door
neighbor found out I wanted it and said he would 1lend me
$25.00. At that time there was a blind fellow in the furniture
business who was well fixed, and I thought all I had to do was
to go to him and tell him what I wanted and he would help me
out. However, he readily refused to do so and said he would

be doing me a great injustice in starting me out 1in a business
of that size for if it turned out to be a failure I would
probably give up and never try again. Of course, that was
very discouraging but I went on around town to several of the
merchants and told them what I wanted and that the business
would be theirs and everything I sold would be turned over to
them wuntil they got their money out of it. They didn't let me
have any money but said they would buy my products after I

got started to making them. Some of them referred me ® a very
religious man who was well fixed and very charitable. I called
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on him, made myself acquainted and told him what I wanted.

He asked me what church I belonged to and I told him none.

He then asked me what part of town I 1lived in and after I

told him he said he taught a =Bible class in that neighborhood
every Wednesday night, and invited me to join his class the
next meeting. I didn't much believe in that church and decided
if I had to go there to get the money I would do without same,
However, later he told me to have my brother take me to see
him and to bring my papers of recommendation from my teachers.
I went there feeling very hopeful of getting the money but when
I gave him the references he said they were very fine and that
he was raised with one of my teachers and they were very close
friends and members of the same church. We talked on a good
little bit and then he said, "Well, you didn't come and join

my Bible class Wednesday night." I said, "No, sir." However

I didn't explain why. We talked a while longer and finally

he said he was very sorry but he found he was not going to be
able to lend me the $25.00. (After living in the city with
this man for some fifty-three years, I can't help but Dbelieve
his reason for not letting me have the money is because I didn't
go to his Bible class. However, this is just a supposition).

I was pretty badly discouraged again. Then I decided I would
get out and go from house to house, trying to get chairs to
reseat and mattresses to work over as that wouldn't take but
two or three dollars for supplies. I called on one lady who
said she wanted a child's mattress made and she gave me the
order for it. When I got it ready, I hired a colored boy

to deliver the mattress to the house. The lady didn't have

the right change to pay me so she sent the Dboy to the store
and told me to come in and have a seat until he got back.

I did and she asked me what I was figuring on trying to do.

I told her I had been trying to borrow $50.00 to get in the broom
and mattress business and hadn't been able to borrow it so far.
Well, she said a certain man had plenty of money and his boy

was blind too, so why didn't I go to him. I told her that
inasmuch as this man already knew what I was up against and
hadn't offered to help me, I didn't care to go to him.

She then asked about the neighbor who was to lend me $25.00,

as I had told her about him, and said if I got that $25.00 she
would lend me the other. I went to get the $25.00 from my
neighbor and learned he didn't have it and was going to borrow
it from his grocer for me. He made me acquainted with this
grocer and explained what we wanted but was refused the loan.
Then, I couldn't go back to the lady with the $25.00 and as
school was then reopening, I decided to go back there and

stay until Christmas, when I would make another effort to

borrow the money.

I then went to a local hotel manager I was acquainted with and
told him I would like ;to work over some of their mattresses
Christmas week and he said he had some that certainly needed
making over and that would be a good time to have the work
done. Well, I went back then and made the mattresses over
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on the hotel's second floor porch. While I was working there,
the lady who ran the hotel across the street asked me to do some
work for them as soon as I got through with that job, and of
course I was very glad to get the job. In January I saw the lady
who had agreed to lend me the other $25.00. She said she would
see what she could do and I told her I certainly would appreci-
ate it. I was getting very badly discouraged after I waited
about three weeks, when she sent word one Sunday evening for me
to bring my brother and come over. We were very much amused
when we went in and she made us acquainted with her husband for
she was fixing him a drink and he said, "By God, if it don't
take over $50.00, I will let you have it and if I lose it I
don't care." That made me feel kind of bad as it seemed as
though he thought I was going to lose it. He told me to come
down to his plant the next day and bring my money and he would
order the material and what machinery I needed to get in the
business in the smallest way possible. I ordered second hand
machinery and one bale of broom corn and handles to work up same.
When it came in, he notified me and only had to lend me $19.00,
instead of $25.N0 as originally required, to pay the bill in
full. I was very happy then. ’

About this time I joined Fifteenth Avenue Baptist Church, and

the night I was baptized the minister read some scriptures
(Matthew 6:25-34) to me. I was greatly impressed by these verses
and thought, "Now, this is what I have done and I will see if all
these things are added unto me." God has blessed me and has
added them unto me and I feel sure that if any of us will be
obedient to His commands, He will add more blessings; but He

will not give more than we can stand for our own good.

I had been in the broom and mattress business about one and a half
years when the blind man I tried to borrow from when I first

tried to go in business asked me how I wouldlike to have a partner.
I told him, "Fine, if he has enough to put into the business

in case we should need more capital." He then asked me how

much I had in the business and I told him about $257.00. He

had sold out his furniture business and said he would 1like to

get in with me, and he thought he would be able to furnish

what money we might need alright. With his having plenty of

money, I felt like he was just what I need. However, I found

out after six months that he was not really interested in improv-
ing business 1like I wanted to, so I started trying to buy him

out. He wouldn't sell, but after we had been together four

years and had only cleared about $30.00 each per month, I decided

I should do better by myself, so I made another proposition to
either buy him out or sell to him and he refused to do either.

I told him I was mighty sorry that he took that view of it but

I was not satisfied with what we had been making and I was
determined to +try it alone. He got kind of mad about it and

told me he would give me an answer the next morning. He came
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down early the next morning and told me I had worried the life
out of him ever since we had been partners to get him to sell
back to me and now he was going to do so and he woule give me
twelve months to lose what I had made. I told him he might be
right and that I might lose it in less time, but I couldn't

help thinking I should get more money out of it than what we

had gotten. So I bought him out.

I had two brothers younger than I and that night I got them
together and asked them how they would like to go in with me
and that each one of us would take just enough money out of the
business to pay the grocery bill and buy our clothes. One of
them said he wouldn't go into it unless he got so much per
week, which was considerably more than I felt like the business
would justify. I knew we could get along on. The other one
said that suited him alright. He was taking a business course
at that time so I told him to go ahead and get through with

it and then go in business with me. That was about the middle
of June and he finished his course and came in with me about
October 1st, 1898.

The first six months we worked together, we cleared $600.00
which made me feel mighty good. The first few years were prettiy
hard but each year we made a little more and kept adding to the
business. We were doing considerably more business and also
bought some real estate and began making money on it outside

of our regular business. In the course of a few years, we had
enough money to run our business and buy stock in such quantities
that we had no trouble in meeting competition anywhere. We also
made some money buying stock when it was real cheap and selling
it when it was high. We had also bought the two-story brick
building where we were running, which was on Front Street and

a good location for our business.

At 28 years of age, I was a very heavy smoker .and the doctor
advised me to cut it out. One morning, I left my smoking mat-
erials at home as I had decided to quit. However, I had only
been at the factory a short while when I wanted to smoke so
badly I started downstairs to get a pipe I remembered I had
there left in a machine which was close to the elevator. I

had been told that the opening to the rope elevator which we
used to convey materials to the second floor, had been left
open; but in my eagerness to get the pipe, I forgot about it
and stepped off in it. I realized what had happened at once
and grabbed out with both hands to catch the floor but only
caught with my right hand; and as I slipped loose, I fell
about sixteen feet on my left hip and elbow, which were both
crushed very badly. I bhad another blue spell then, thinking

it was all up with me surely but soon decided it wasn't so
bad for I could still walk and do some work. My Dbrother

and I worked on together and each year added a little to our
capital. I had thoughtall along that when I got enough money
to take care of a wife I would marry if I could find someone
who would suit me. However, when I did get the money, I was
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afraid the girl might marry me for what I had financially,

so I put it off again. After I lost my parents though and

my sister and brothers married off, it got pretty lonesome for
me, so I decided I would take a chance on marrying if I would
find someone who would have me. I was then 32 years old. I

was thinking a 1lot of a young lady I was calling on but we
were fussy. I was out on the road selling brooms, mattresses
and bed springs most of the time and one night I had a dream
that the girl I was courting was not the right one for me,

and that I would receive a letter from her when I got back
home and just what the letter would say, all of which came true.
I also drempt in the same dream that the girl for me was in the
city where I was spending the night, Selma, Alabama. Of

course, I thought all of this was just an idle dream but the
next morning, while calling on the grocery stores in the

city, I went into one that had just opened up and the owner
told me he was needing some brooms. He called his daughter to
help him select some and in this way I met her. Of course,

my dream probably made me think she was the one for me. When I
got back home, I wrote her and we corresponded eight years before
I could get her to marry me. We have been married thirty-two
years and have no regrets for believing in my dream. -

Speaking of dreams, @ne of my hobbies has always been farming
and one night I drempt that I was walking over a farm,one
which I had really been fascinated with for some time, and
while there I could hear the people hollowing and talking in the
city--at that timeia good ways off. Of course, I thought merely
of it as a dream, but it wasn't long before we bought that
farm. It was then just outside the city limits. It has since
been taken into the city and is in sight of the heart of town.

While +telling dreams, I had more that came true. After we

had been running our spring factory a while I drempt that two

of our employees, one a white and one a colored man, got a finger
cut off., The next morning on my way to the office, we met one

of the partners taking a colored employee to the hospital with
his finger off. I told him, "Well, you will carry another man
with his finger cut off today also." He asked what I meant and

I told him my dream. That day at noon one of our white
employees went back to see how the accident could have happened
and was feeling around the machine and cut off one of his fingers.

As I have said before, I have always been crazy about farming

and wanted to live a piece out of the city. Before I married,
I had bought a place 3% miles out from Meridian and was
figuring on moving out there on same as soon as I could get it
arranged to 'suit me. When I married, I told my wife that we.
could either fix up the house in town to suit her; or if~she
had rather wait a while, we would build a nice house out on the
farm. She said she would rather wait and get out in the country,
so in 1916 I decided to fix up and move out soon. We made pre-
parations to put in the water works system and were hoping to
move in the next few months. Then, an older brother, who lived
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across the street from us, died and 1left his wife and three
little girls. They asked us not to leave them but to stay there,
which we did. My nieces grew up and moved out of town in 1935,
so I told my folks I was either going to move out to my farm
then or give up the idea. I built a nice brick bungalow with
all modern conveniences (such as water, lights, etc.), and moved
out in the early part of 1935. My wife and I have enjoyed the
country very much since then. We have cows, chickens, etc.,
with three families on the place to work the farm for us and
look after things generally. A concrete highway runs by my
place and I have a concrete driveway up to the house. DMy wife
takes me to and from the factory every week-day. I am now 73
years old and think I have plenty to live comfortably the rest
of my life, but I still like to make and save money. I buy

only what we need for we never know what the future may hold

for us.

This is about the end of my story but I wish to'.say I don't
think anyone should give up on account of their afflictions.

The last fifteen years or so, I have suffered a good bit with

my hip that was broken when I fell through the elevator shaft
years ago. I also have high blood pressure neuritis, so I have
not been really well for a long time., However, I am thankful

to be alive and able to keep going. I enjoy being at the factory,
answering the phone and talking to customers and friends who

drop in. I have a radio there and one at home, which I get

much pleasure out of. My wife and I do not have any children
but I have always enjoyed having my neices and nephews around me.

I have tried to help others get an education and make something
out of themselves; and have had the pleasure of seeing many of
them make good. I feel that my life has been fairly successful
and I attribute my success (if you want to call it that) to
God as I feel like He did ehat He promised me in the scriptures
I mentioned above. It is up to us to do right and He will do
the rest!
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domn the street 2nd gbt killed, FHe 1aug1ed and said we wouldn't get hurt,
that he went 211 over the city 2lone; He finally nrevailed unvon me to go
and everything —as alright, That gave me more confidence in being blind

and it wasn't long bcforﬁ I was going zround.on the stireets by mysulf

My folks were poor and I needed a little money very badly at fimes.
Several of the boys at school were pcddling brooms end feather dusters aboud
the clty on Saturdays and I started doing likewise to make a 1ittle money.

. ¥hen I went domm to the workshop, I found out %they t only meke nats
and reseat chairs but also taught how to make mattresses &nd brooms, I im-
nediately became very nuch enthused over the broom and mattress business
‘and after I had been there a few days, my teacher came over and told me to
try my hand at making & broom. My father had run a little sav mill and
farmed so I had been used to many different kinds of work and was right
handy with & knife, The teacher helped me make the first broom and as I
started on the second one he was called off but told me to go ahead &nd see

- what I could do. When he came back I had it made and he said it wag better
" Yhan many of the boys made who had been there in the shop ten or twelve
years., He seid if I keot that up he wanted me to work for him in his own
broom factory during vacation, Of course, that kind of gave me the big head
for I had only been to blind-school two months and twenty days., Yhen school
“was out he told me to go home and see my folks and he would send afterme
in the next week or ten days. ¥hen he sent for me though, he only offered
me %$10.00 a moanth and my board, and in as much as I had “found I still loved
home very much and my father had told me I would be worth more to hin saving
logs for his mill, than the teacher offered me, I didn't go.

Yhen school ooened again, I went back over there, I had gotupn more
used to being blind and to what a blind person could do and I went down to
naking broons and studying mathematics, I continued in school through the
- third “term and decided I had learned enough to go into business for myself,

In the meantime, my parents had moved to Mpridian Mississippi so that I
“would have a good market for my oroducts, I was inexvarlenoed in buciness
eand had no money %o start out on, so I started out trying to borrow $50.00
to get in business on. My next door neighbor found out I wanted it and
said he would lend me %25 00. At that time there was a blind fellow in the
furniture business who was well fixed, and I thought 811 I had to do was
to $0 him and tell him what I wanted and he would helv me out., Howeve T, he
readily refused to do so and said he would be doing me a great injustice in

tarting me out in & business of that size for if it turned out to be a :
failure I mould vrobably give up and never try again., Of course, that was
very discouraging but I went on around tom to several of the merchants and

- tol th h + + a 1 a 3
1014, then vhak T.vanted and fhap the businsag vauldibs, fuaizs,2pdsegsryining

They didn't let me have any money but said they would buy mP vroducts after
I got started to making them, Scze o; them referred me to & Vvery relicious



aan, who wag suppessd-do~boe well fixcd and very charitadle, I called on hin,
maﬂé wyself acousinted and t¢1d him what I wanted, He &sked me what church

I belonged to snd I told him none. He then asked me what part of towvn I lived
in gnd after I told him he said he taught a Bible cless in that neighborhood
avery ¥Wednesday night, and invited me to join his class the next meeting, I
3idn't much believe in that church and deciced if I had to go there to get the
money I would do without same, However, later he told me to have my brother
teke me to see him and to bring my panere of recommendation from my teachers,
T went there feeling very hopeful of getting the money but when I gave him the
references he seid they were very findrand that he was raised with one of my
teachers and they were very close friends and members of %The sgme church. %e
talked on a good little bit and then he sald, "Well, you didn't come and join
my Bible cluse Fednesday night." I said, "No, sir," However, I didn't exvléin
why. ™e talked a while longer and finally he sgid he was very sorry but he
found he was not going to be able to lend me the €25,00, (After living in the
‘city with this man for some fifty-three years, I can't help but believe hs *
reason for not letting me have the money is because I didn't go to his Bible
class; However, this is just a suoposition). I was pretty badly discouraged
again, Then, I decided I would get out and go from house to house, ftrying to
get chairs to reseat and mattresses to work over as that wouldn't take but two
or three dollars for suvnlies, I called on one lady who gald she wanted &
child's mattrese made and she gave me the order fer it, ¥hen I got it ready,

I hired a2 colorTed boy, sne—holé—his—uFm And o hdnget ,Lh@ahggg o, deliver: o,
the mattresé?zégﬁépﬁaa? a1dn's 1 S He"right dﬁaﬁ%a”ﬁ“pay ,egéélﬁﬁﬁ‘%%n,*ﬁﬁng
boy to the store and to0ld me to come in and have a seat wntil he got back, {
‘T did end she asked me what I wag figuring on trying to do., I told her I had
been trying to borrow #50.00 to get in the broom and mattress business and
hadnitt been able to torrow it so faer, Well, she egaid a certaln man had plenty
of money and his boy was blind too, so why didn't I go to him, T told her
“hat in as much as thie man slready knew what I was up against and hadn't

ifered to help me, I didn't care to go_to him. She then asked about the
neighbor ®ho wes to lend me $235,00, 28 I had told her about him, and said if
I got that $25.00 she would lend me the other, I went to get the $25,00 f rom
ny neighbor and learned he didn't have it and was going to borrow it from his
gro@er for me. Hejnade me acouainted with his grocer end explained what we
wanted but was refused the loan, Then, I couldn't go back to the lady with
the 325.00, and a&s school was then reovening, I decided to go back there and
stay until Christmas, when I would make another effort to borrow the money.
I then went to a local hotel maénager I was zcguainted with and told him
T would ‘1ike to work over some of their mattresses Chrisimas week and he sdid
\he had some that certainly needed making over and that would be a good time
to heve the work done. Well, I went back ithen snd made the mattresces over
won the hotel's second floor vorch, ¥hile I was working there, the lady who
ran the hotel sacross the street asked me to do some work for them as soon &s
I got through ¥i%h that job, and of course I was very glad to get the job,
¥hen I finiched both hotels, I had 225,00 of my own and arcund the first of
January I saw the lady who had agreed to lend me the other $25.00, She said
ghe would see what she could do and I to0ld her I certeinly would avoreciate 1%,
I was getting very badly discouraged after I wailted about three weeks, when
ghe gent word one Sunday evening for me to bring ny brother and come over., e
were very much amused when we went in and she made us accuainted with her
husband for she was fixing him a drink and he said, "By God, if it don't take
over $50.00, I will let you have it and if T lose it I don't cezre." That made
me feel kind of bad as it seemed as though he thought I wasg going to los® it ,
I' -told me to come down to his olant the next day and bring my monevy a&nd he
*ould order the material and what machinery I ndeded to get in the business
in the smallest wey possible, I-ordered second hand machinery and one bale
of broom corn and tandles to work un seme, “hen it ceéme in, he notified me
and only hed to lend me $19.00, instead of $25.00 es originally Teguired, to
pey the bill in full., I was very havpy then. .

@




Abcut thig time I jolned Fifteenth Avenue Baptiet Church end the:
night T was bﬁptized the minister read some scriptures (Matthew 8125-34)
to me. I was greatly impressed by these verses and thought, "Now, this is
what I have done and I will see if all These thinge are added unto me, "

God has blessed me and has added them unto me and I feel sure that if any
of ue will be obedient to His commands, He will add more blessings; but He l
will not give more than we can stand for our own good ’

I had been fgi%ﬁéinesgyg5§ﬁt one and a half years when the blind:
man I tried to borrow from when I first tried to go in business asked me
how- I woula like to have & partner, I told him, "Fine, if he has enough
to put into the busineés in case we should need more capital."” He then
agked me ‘how much I had in the business and I told him about$257ﬂoo, He
had sold out his furniture business snd gaid he would 1ike to get in with
me, and he tﬁought he would be able td furnish what money we might ﬁeed
alright. With his having plenty of money, I felt like he was just what I
needed. However, I found out after six months that he was not really in-

: terested in improving business like’I wented to, so I started trying to

-buy him out. He wouldn't gell], but after we had been together four years

end had only cleared sbout $30.00 each per month, I decided I should do

better by mwself so0 I made another propOQition to either buy him out or

sell to him and he refused to do either, I to0ld hinm I was mighty 8OTTY.

that he took that view of it but I was not satisfied with what we hag been

meking and I was determined to try it alone. He got kind of mad sbout it

~and told me he would glve me an answer the next. morning, FHe came down early

the next morning and told me I had worried the life out of him ever since

we hed been partners to get him to sell back to me and now he was going to

do.BOgand he would give me twelve months to lose whﬁt I had made. I told

him he might be right and that I might lose it in less time, but I couldn't
21p thinking I should get more money out of it than what we hagd gottbn ﬂ

So, I bought him out,
I had two brothers younger than I and that night I got them to-

gether and asked them how they wouldqlike to go In with me and thet each onec




,,x‘ue.weulﬁ take just eneugh money out of the business to pay the grocery
bill'ana Euy our cleﬁhes. One of them s8id he wouldn't go into itlun;ese
he got so much ver. week, which was considerably more than I- ew~we—could~'
;gt—along -on, éther Z said that suited him elright, He was taking '
a business courge at that. time 8o I told him to go ahead and get through
with 1t and then go in business with me, That was about the middle of June
and he finished his course and came in with me about October 1lst, 1898,
'The first six months we worked together, we cleared $600.00,
which made me feel mighty good;‘ The firat few years Were pretty ha:d'but
;eéph'year we made.a 1little more and kept adding to the business. We were
doing considerably more business and also bought some real estate and began
meking money on it outside of our regular business., In the course of & few
yeare, we_had'enough money to run out business and buy stock in such cuen—
titues that we had no trouble in meeting competition anywhere, We also
made some money dbuying stock when it was real cheap snd sellieg it vhen it
was'high. We hed also‘bought the two-story brick building Where we were
.,running, which was on Front Street and a good locetion for eur business,
At 28 years of age, I was a very heavy smoker and the doctor ad-
vised me to cut it out, One morning; T left my smoking meterisals et home
as T had decided to ouit, However, I had only been at the factory 2 short
while vhen I wanted to smoke so bedly I started downstaire. to ges a pipe
,@%t»v-)f&wmfﬂpbg_ ke e elrse Ky M
remembered T had there had been told thet the ovening to the rope elethor:
vhich we used to corvey materials to the second floor, had been left ooen°
but in my eagerness to get the pipe, I forgot about it and stepped off in it,
I realized what h&u'happened at once and graboed out with both hands to catch
the"fleor but only caught with ny right hend; and as I sliwoped loose, I fell
about sixteen feet on my left hlp and elbow, which were both crushed very
“adly. I had another bluec spell then, thin?inﬁ it was all up with me surely.
but soon decided it 'wasn't 80 bad for I couid still walk and dc some work,

¥y drother and I worked on together end each year added a 1ittls to ocur caop-

. i a. Y < o
tal, I had thought 211 along that wheqSI got enough money to take care of



#Afe T would merry if I could find someone Who would suit me. However,
ﬁhen T did get the money, I was afraid the girl ﬁight marry me for what I
had financially, so I put it off'aggin. “After I lost my parents though and
Sy sister and brothers married off, it'gbt pretty lonesome fof me, so I de-
cided I:would take a chance on marrying if I could find gomeone who would
have me, I was then 2 _f&ears,old. I was thiﬁking a 1of of a young lady -
I was calling on but we were fussy. I was out on the road selling bfooms,
'vmattfesses and bed springs most df the time qnd one ﬁight I had a dream that
the.girl I was courting was not the right one for me, and that I would re-
ceive a letter from her when I got back home and just what the letter would
say, all of which came true., I also drempt in the same dreem that the girl
for me was in the city where I was svending the night, Selma, Alabamag, Of
course, I thought 811 of this was just an idle dream but the next morning,
while calling on the grocery stores in the city, I went into one that had
just onened up and the owner told me he was needing some brooms, He called
,‘is-daughtervto help him select some and in this way I met her, Of course,
ny dream probably made me=think she was the one for me, 'When I got back:
home, I wrote her and we corresvonded eight years before I could get her to
marry me, "e have been married thirtj:g;gé§ears and héve nd regrets for
believing in my dresm, | | ' .

N 8pesking of dreams, one of_my hobbies has always been farming and
one night I drempt that I was walking over a farm, one which T had really
been fascinated with for some time, and while there I could hear the peopl e
. hollowing and talking in the city--at that time a good ways off, Of course,
I thought merely of it as & dream, but it wasn't long before we bought that
farm, It was then just outside the city limits. It has since been taken
into the city end is in sight of the heart of tovn. ‘

Yhile telling dreams, I had more tﬁat came true, After we had been
funning our spring factory a while I dremot that two of our emvloyees, one a
white and one & colored man got a fingerAcut off. The next morning on my way

to the office, we met one of the partners taking a colored emoloyee. to the



plfal with his finger off. I ftold him, '"Well) you will carry snother
man with his finger cut off today also." He agked whait I meant and I fold
him my dream, That day at noon one of our white employees went back to see
how the accident could have happened'gnd was feeling arouwnd the machine and

| cut off one of his fiﬁgers,
| , As T have said before, I have alvays been crazy about fa;ming and B
wanted to live a oiece out of the city. Before I married, T had bought &
place 2L miles out from Meridien and was figﬁring on moving out there_on_same
as soon &8s I could get it arranged to suit me, When I married, I told my
wife that we could elther fix up the house in town to suit her;jor if she had
rather wait a while, we ¥ould bulld a nice house out on the farm, »She said
she would rather wait and'get out iﬁ the country, so in 1606 I decided to
fix up and move out soon. We made preparations to put in the water works
system and v&s-giging to move in the next few months Then, an older brother,

i7who lived across the street from us, died and left hié??gg:é#i}ttle girls,

. They asked us not to leave them but to stay there, which we did, My nieces
grew up-and moved out of‘town in 1935, so I told my folks I was either going
to move out to my farm then or give up the idea, I built a nice brick bunga-
Yow with all‘modern conveniences (such as water, lights, etc.), and moved out
in the early part of 1935, My wife and I have enjoyed the country very much

‘since then. We have covs, chickens, etc., with three families on the o ace
to work the farm for us and look after things generally, A concrete highway
runs by my place and I have a concrete driveway up to the house. Yy wife
tekes me to and from the fac‘bory every week-day. I am now 75 yearé 0ld snd

think I have Dlmty to 1ive comfortably the rest of my life, but I still 1like

to make and save money. ' I buy only what we need for we never know wvhat the
future may hold for us, | | | |
This is about the end of my story but I wish to say I don't think
yone should glve up on account of their afflictions, The last fifteen

years or 80, I have suffered a good bit with my hip that was broken vhen T

fell throupo the elevator shaft years ago, 1 also have high blood vTressure
7 : ,



-

éﬁd ﬁeuritis, so I have not been really well for & long time, However, I

am‘thankful to be alive and able to keep qoing I enjoy being at the factory,
answering the ohone and talking to customersiand friends who drop in, I

have & radlo there and one at home, which I get much pleasure out-of, My

'wife and I do not have any children but I have always enjoyed having my

I have tried to help others get an educ&tlon and make something

. nieces and nevhews around me,

out of themselves: and have had the pleasure of seeing many of them make
good, ‘I feel that my life hss been fairly successful and I attribute my
success (if you want to call it that) to God as I feel like He did what He
Promised me in the scriptures I_mentioned-above. It is up to us to do

‘Tight and He will do the rest!



