June 13, 1991
Wellington, New Zealand

This copy of the Book by Easter Ray Mathis Slemp, Daughter of
James Frederick Mathis II and Letha Alzenia Pigford, was completed
some years ago, however a number of people in Texas did not get

a copy.

I managed to get a zerox copy from a Weaver Herriott, Grandson of
William A Pigford (Brother of Letha Alzenia Pigford.

It is hoped that you enjoy the book. There are a few mistakes in
it however for the most part I would say that it is correct.

Dan W. Brown CL"/&Q Q AN

Great-Grandson of Cornelia Oliver Pigford Mathis
P O Box 586

Wellington, New Zealand

June 13, 1991

Many thanks.

P.S. If anyone has any pictures of Washington Moody Mathis or

his Brother James Frederick Mathis, I would certainly appreciate
being able to get a copy and perhaps a negative. I do have one

of the two of them sitting side by side that was taken from an

0ld tintype, and which my Mother Lella Otis Griffin Brown, had given

to me years ago.
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Mr. Weaver Herriott:
Route 1 BOx LCE 31
MALAKOFF, TEXAS 75148
U S A

Dear Weaver:

T received the bock (zerox copy of by Slemp) and I do appreciate
getting it. It certainly answered a lot of questions that I had
wondered about over the years.

I am enclosing a few dollars to cover your cost of zeroxing
and postage. I realize that it won't cover all of it, but perhaps

it will defray some of the expenses.

I hope that you by now have received all the copies (pages) of

the book that I had sent. It will give you about all the information
that is presently available on the Pigfords. There would be some
present day knowlege about the present day survivors, but that would
take too much work and too much time to ever get anything together.

I have continued to keep my line gcing on paper and that of my Brothers
and Sisters and my Aunts and Uncles and their lines. It is just
too difficult to try and keep track of the other descendents of the

Pigfords.

I certainly do appreciate all that you have done., I really don't

have anymore to give you at this time. If you do get down to

Pearsall or to Wentworth, or wherever I would like whatever information
that you come up with and a second set of the pictures that you

may wish to take. I will pay you for them at that time.

Anyway Cousin: Many thanks. I am glad that you did write when you
did and I have certainly enjoyed hearing from you.

Take care of yourself, and again many thanks. ‘
Look forward to hearing from you again one of these days.

Dan W. Brown (Grandson of Mexie Mathis Griffin, and Great-Grandson
P O Box 586 of Cornelia Oliver Pigford Mathis)
Wellington, New Zealan

6. FAX: (04) 720-7627



WEST . IS WHERE WE ARE

A History of the Mathis Clan

Compiled and Written by Ray Mathis Slemp



jamcS Frederick ‘Mathis, age 21,
wearing a home-spun suit and a buckskin hat _




PREFACE

In memory of my father, James Frederick Mathis, I present the

following account of the Mathis Clan,

The records are traced back to Frederick Mathis I, born in

1797 in North Carolina, I hope in someway we might trace back to the

immigrant.

I have done my best to fill in for each respective family.
Any that has been-omitted, I invite you to send supplemental data that

you feel will make this account more authentic and complete.

Ray Mathis Slemp



The first information »f the f£57ily namd "iHathes" was ¢ Iranhcis
Mathes, born 1669, who was an imnortant figure in Now Hampshire history
when it wes a Royal Provincs. Tae neme was snelled with an g, then,
later, in the South, with an i. This was a quitz common change in
surnares.

One son of Francis athes, John ifathes went to North Carolina.
This could be a different line. Some of the oldsr ones in our fumily
belékve the ancestorsl immigrsnt landed in Worth Carolina from %ngland.

fnywsy, the first Feder2l Census, 1790, 1lists four families of
¥aothises. They are listed and discidsed by number:

1, Josizh Mathis, Perquimans Co., N.C.
1 male, over 16
1 nole, under 16
1 femele

2, Ishem ¥athis, South Carolina
1 male, over 16
2 males, under 16
1 femole

3, William liathis, Tabor Creck District, Granville Co., N.C.
1 male, over 16
1 male, under 16

4, Slip Hathis, Tabor Creek District, Granville Co., i.C.
2 moles, over 16
1 male, under 16

1, The Josiah iothis family is very will trackd. They moved on into Trigg
Co., Xentucky, T-nnessee and ‘irkonsas. Sore moved on to ¥athis, Texa . Others
to I1llinois and Hissouri. I hoed a letter (1960) from John W, Mathis,nge95,
Villa Ridg=s, Ill.--~ a fine letter, well written. He tells of his femily
moving from Trigg Co., Kentucky. His grondfether and ¥rs. 0.G. ticRill's
(mentioned below) were brothers. The Hathis zeneslogy, athis,Texas shows
thqﬁsamewlineage. For informction contnct Firs. iae Mathis Green iatson,
2703 Ocean Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas or trs. 0.G. McRills, 1128 7th /‘vee E.,
Twin Falls, Idaho. If our line is ever complet-d, it would bz nice to tie

on to this line, so much work has been donz on it. I aw sure of a relstion.

I have in my possession an article thst appoarid in a Texas newspaper
4n 1956, entitled "Land Gvmed by Sam Houston Incresses in Value Over 460

Times"
9The old records found in the county courthouses at Sinton, Texas

revezl many interesting facts of a century azo. Searching these old records
is as fasinating as reading fairy teles in childhood.

"For instance, the deed records will siow that a century ago
Sam Houston, the £irst president of the Remublic of Texas, owned 1,280 acres
of land in what is now Sub-division 2 of the Taft farm lands,which brought
the Houston hecirs only $660 when sold in 1871, The land cane into Houston's
possession through a Bounty Land iarrant issuecd to hom by George W. Hockley,
Sec. of .jar on Junes 20,1838.

"Tn Sam Bouston's will and testament dated april 2,1863, he
named J. Carroll Smith =5 sxccutore. Swith sold the land to Coleman, Hathis

and Fulton, 1,280 acres for '600 gold dollars in hand' in 1871.



"Coleman ‘athis =rd Flilbori s tho larrest cuttle firm in Texas
at thot tire. Thoe portnershin s dissoi?&d in 1879 beenuse of 2 18 month
droush which wived out most of the stock. i :

nJ.¥. Mrthis took as his share, the land in Joliad Co. The
‘24,000 acres of the denry Send Ranch went to T.H. “athis, and he later
esteblishzd the town of Hathis., This land is now valusd ot (7288,000."

2. Isham Mathis wns livine in South Caroline in 1790, oefores great-
~randfrther. Frederick ilathis I was born in North CarolinT in 1797, which
almost clwrinzted him os our diract line. Of course, he could have moved
into i#otth Carolina at the time of TFrederick's birth.

3 and 4. It is safc to assume our line is =ither number 3 or L (Willizm or
Slip). They are belcived to be brothers. One in their fomily movad into
middle Tennessez (Stephen fathis, California, a descendant). Some in the family
of 3lip or William moved into South Carolina. There arc a good many :nthis
in South Carolina now. Information could be obtzained.

T have located @ iiathis family in Lancaster Co., 5.C., on the Borth
Carolins line. Therc are other counties where the name is an old established
one., Duphin and Sarmpson Countles in Morth Carolina and “dgefield and ,
Spartanturg Counties in South Corolina also have ilathis families. I belgptvo:
our line lived in Duphin Co. The Pigfords lived in that county, and moved on
into flabnma and iississippi 0s the Mathlses did. )

Kate Cullum, Batesbursy, 5.C. wirht have informntlon. Hor mother was a
viathis. Hor grendfrother was Jawes Lewis Hethis, idzef 21d, 5.C.

Cur family moved on from South Carolina into Georgia, possibly through
iugusta, Some of the farmily who remained there remembered othars golng West.
T have corresronded with D.T. ifathis, Jorth fugusta, S.C. There was a picture
‘and a full page write-up about him in Prorressive Farmer. He is a top-notch
dairy farmer and rural leader., II 1s is a Minsteor Farm Farily". The idge-
ficld (county-seat) rccords should be studies. I am surc of a relation.

Therc is another Mathis 1line in South Carolina (Tom Hathis). They came
from Colliers, South Caroline.

FREDERICK MATHIS I LILE
(FIRST GTHURATION)

I have positive proof of the following linesge. Our grest grondfather,
Froderick Mathis I wos born in North Carolina,1797 (county unknown). He must
have been 2 Go- est-Young-ian type., He moved from lorth Carolina to South
Carolina, to Georgia, on to flabama, ‘ississippi and then to Texas, where he
died, 1862, Madison Co., Texas.

By the time Frederick I smot to AKlabama he had reached manhood. He
married Sarah(3ally) aites who was born 1803 in Georzla. H cr father was
James(Jim) ‘waites. The date of marringe is not known, ovut they werc listed
in 1820 in Conccreh Co., ~lobama. Frederick I was 23 years old. Living
next to them was Vdcajzh ¥sthis. He could have been Frederick'sI faothers
Frederick's mother's surnome is thought to have been Patterson.

) Frederick I and wifz Sarsh lived in Henry County, Beoriia in 1825, in
1830 in Corveta County, Georgia. They were in Henrd Co., Georgia in 1840.
Heard Co. was formed in 1831 from Corveta, Corroll and Troy Counticse.

In 1850, Frederick I and Sarah ilathls ore 1isted in Lauerdale County,
“ississippil. illis ‘dlburnc ilathis (cur farily line) their oldsst son and
nis wife, Mory Marshall James( called Polly) wore listed as living next to
Them. Doing by the birthplncss and dates of the children, Frederick I moved

to dssissippl between 1845-48.
The Y¥ational /rchives, ‘:ashington, D.C. Census Records of Lauerdale
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Co. iss. for the year 1850 were obtained from Jry Prentiss Smith (deceased).
(His vife's addrass is Box 1426, Hattisburs, *dss;) Dre Seith's mother was
tlattie innie Fothis, dourhter of Tdwin lathis (segond son of Frederick I)

Mrs., Smith could furnish more I'athis information if contacted.

, “irs. Smith has done a great deal of work on the descendents of Fred-

' erick T who remained in Mississippi. By completing the Texas line, a complete
1listing of Frederick I and Sarah Waites' descendants could be complidd. I hope

to do this,

Lauerdale County, lidssissippl 1850 Census Lists:

NATIS AGT 5K OCCURATION 3IRTHPLMCE D/ T+ OF

SIRTH
Frederick Mathis I 53 I farmer if.C. 1797
Sarah waites, wife Ly r Ga. 1803

their childron:

1. wWillis Wilburne 26 M farmer ida. Bezc. 30,
(our line) 1823
Ylary James, wife
2. Zdwin 24 1 farmer Ga. 1826
3. Amanda 21 F Ga. 1829
4, James 20 ¥ farmer Ga, 1830
5. Jefferson 19 i farmer Ga. 1831
6. Irene 16 F Ga. 1834
7. Josiah 15 jut Ga. 1835
8. Hannaniah 11 M Ga. 1839
9. Hezzzkiah 9 M Ga. 1841
10. Wliza f. 5 F Ga. 1845
11. Sarah 2 F Idss. 1848

The date Frederick and wife Sarah moved to Texas is not known. I have
a written record that their oldest son, Willis Wilburne, wife ¥ory James and
2 small sons left i“ississippi, Dec.1,1856 in two ox waizons. They arrived
in Madison Co., Texas, Doc. 25,1856. It is possible Fredoerick I and Sarah
were with them in the extra wagone.

Frederick and Sarah dicd in Texas. Frederick died in 1862,

SECOND GENTRATION

The caildren of Froderick I and wife, 3srah <Jaites, Listed:
1. '1lis #Wlturne FMathis* was beorn Dec. 30,1823 in Conccuh Co., Alabamae
He marricd Mary(Polly) Harshall James,daurhter of lnoch James of Tenncssece.
They had two sons, both born in Lauerdale Co., dss.

Their first son (a) James Frederick listhis* born Sert. 12,1850. Second
son, (b) Washinzton Moody i‘athis, born Febe 13,1853,

Wi1lis Alburne ¥ athis* and wife Mary James ¥othis moved to Texas,
Dee. 1,1856. (iy brother, Avery, had a hammer they had made while on this
trip. They camped on the bonks of the Miss. River. The Blackswith at
the ferry made the harmer for them. This is probably the oldest family relie,
104 years old.)

They arrived in Texas, Madison Co., in time for Cnristmes dinner at the
home of Bill Carmack, brother-in-law of lary James Hathis.

11lis Wilturne's and Hary's first howe in Texas was & one-room plank
house bn Cotton-.dood Prairie in liadison County, known loter as the Heath Place.
They lived here one year,1857. In 1858, they moved five miles over on the

# indicates our line
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101d Mathis Plnce" as it is known todoy: This property is still in the
'"family. It is owned by Glen Forest rathis,who is a grent,grent grandson of
Frederick T. ’

#11lis Ylburne* and iary built their home in 1858 in what we later
called "The Big Pasture.” The house consist of one living room and a small
Jean-to kitchen. Both were made out of logs and poles, and not one nail
was used in the making. .

They got their water from a dug well, seventy fect deep, drawn by two
buckets. wild meat was plentiful. Deer and turkeys followed the cows in
at night.

In 1862, hpril 10, Willis enlisted in the Civil Yar at lladisonville,
Texas. His troop went to Arkansas., He was a sergeant, Company K, Flournoy's
Regiment, Texas Infantry. He was signed in by J.R. Pecl for the duration
of the war. (I have a rhotocopy of his war record from the General Service
/dministrotion, viashington, D.C.) He served under a Capt. Corington and
Capt. Flouers.

W41lis wMlturne* was made a sermeant in June. He took sick that month.
M4s papers show a sick furlough. In September he was still 11l. He,was put
back to private. In November, he was in ths hospitol at fustin, ’rkansas.
This is the last war record of him, He died of pneurmonia in the army in
fustin, irkansas, January 2,1863, ' He was buried in Arkansas. (I checked the
Little Rbck, Arkansas Cemetery. He was not buried there,) Any girl descendant
can get into the United Daughters of the Conferacye

2. Fdwin Mathis, s=cond son of Frederick I and Sarah Waltes liatnis was
born October 7,1835 in Georgia. Fe remained in Clarke Co., :iississippi.

when his parents moved on to Madison, County, Texas. At one time he lived

at Tneray, Fississippi. He lived in Choctaw fo. and owned a farm in Lauer-
dalz Co.,iitss. This farm is owned by a menber of the lMathis family today,
Trvin McDonald. FRdwin visited his Texas family in the ycar 1885. He married
tuice. H e dieddJamuary 17,1911, His and his wife's (Naomi Carcline
Boutwell,second wife) graves are on the fzrm in iississippl. They are markzd
This is sbout twenty miles from Meridisn, a twon called Guitman,

I have a rictures of of Tdwin Hathis sent to me by Dr. Prentiss Smith.
He is a distinmuished lookinz man. There is merrinent in his syes yet the
fave shows strength of choracter. .

CHILDK W OF ThLIA DN WAOSI BOUT.ELL M .THIS

(a) Sarah Lunicia vorn May 3,1853, died July 28,1914, married Richard
Alvert McLemore. ’ )

(b) George Mathis, born iay 18,1854, died 1936, married la Gordona

(¢) John C. born January 3,1856, died 1930, married Elizabeth Hoselaye.

(d) James B., born Iarch 10, 1857 (decensed), marricd Mary Sidth.

(e) imelia, torn K overber 22, 1858 (deceased), married Iwellyn Irby
(Grandson is Irven ilcDonald, Lamor Life Ins. Co., Hleridian, #iss.) The Irby
boys were my father!s pleymotes in Iiississinpie
(f) %illism Brockenridgz, born TFebuary 24,1860, died in Texas.

(g) Mary Sllen, born October 5,1861 (deceasad), married Villiam

FMcLemors.

(h) Luvenia, born fumust 22, 1863 (living in 1957) married Collin ‘illiams
(1) Tdward Jones athis, M.D.,born Febuzry, 1866, died October 26, 1954,
married first Fary ©Zstes, sccond, Jennie Leach.

(j) WUattie Anne, born Januery 22,1868, died Jenuary 13, 1955, married
Dr. Henry Pinkney Srith. (Dr., Stith's mother's maiden name was Herriett
Roberts. ¥ y Maternal grsndmother's malden name was Julia Roberts. )

This son is Dr. Prontiss Srmith, Hattisburg, Hss.
(k) Anna Eliza, born December 3,1870 (deceassd), married Jefferson

Davis Fishera

" tmos
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The ahove inform=tion on the childr:n of "dwin Mathls was furnished
by Richsrd fubrey “delsnore, PhD, Dean of lississippi Southern College, 2nd a
son of (a) Sarah Lunicia “othis who married Richurd ilbert ilcLemore.

I might say here that annuolly the first Sunday after July 4, a iathis
reunion is held at Stafford Springs, iiss. This has been the custom since the
early days when one fimily lived in one side of the springs and another on
the other. They had this as a mid-way meeting ground and set a day for it.
It has not been changed.

In 1957, I had the honor of attending this reunion. I hove never met
a fine groun of veople, They are gzood, solid fmerican citizens, and I am
proud to have them as cousins. Too, the women are the finest Southern cooks
sver, something that shouldn't be overlookeds A Mathis coock book would be
in ordcr. ’

3. /mamda, thrid child of Fraoderick I and Sarah Vaites marricd first a
Robinson and had one daughter, Organ who marricd a2 Griffin, Lauerdale, Co.,
¥iss. fmanda married a second time, a Willis.

4, James moved to Texas with his parents. He marricd Bobby Della Hickman.
He is buriesd at Hempstend, Texas.

5. Jefferson
These descendants may live in Miss. No record.

6. Josiah
(The children listed next moved to Texas with their patents. )

7. Irene, born 1834, to Frederick I and Sarah Waltes, married s R.S1lauzhter.
He dicd in the Civil War in Tennessee. Their children were (a) Bill (b) Annic
(¢) James and (d) Wary Jane.

(a) Bill 3laughter, died, no family

(b) Annie Slaughter, married a Wise. Their children are (1) walter Wise
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, (2) Robert, (3) Edna and (4) Bessie iiise,

(c¢) James Slaughtor lived at Edge, Texas. he movad to Manericho in 1901
He was a store-keeper, died Fay 20, 1947. His children : (1) iMattie Kincunnon
died 1960, ~inters, Texas. OShe had one daughter, Jewel, who warried L.io.
Mlen. She married a sccond time after her mother's death. (2) ‘'ol1ie, second
child of James Slaughter, lives ot 3003 Cedarvicw Drive, hAustin, Texas. (3) LiJ\
Slaughter Beerdy, 400 Riley Road, Austin, Texas. She has two sons, Berney
Beard, San Antonia, Texas and Don Beard, Baton Rouge, La. (&) John Slaughter
had one son, Ivan, Route 1, Ballinger, Texas. Ivan has four children, James,
Danny, Linda, Johnie.

(d) “ary Jane, youngest daughter of Irene Mothis Slaughtor married
a Fplks. She had two children (1) iHllie Outlaw iFeff, Bryan, Texas (2) Cffie
Franklin, Alburquerque, Ns Mexico.

8., Hannaniah (Haney), son of Frederick I and Sarah waltes, married three
times. The wives given names were N ancy, Iizzie, (surnames unknown) and Matti¢
Powers. The descendants live in 3Bryan, Texas. Some of the children's nomes
were Tony, °d, Serah, Maude, lary, Will and Jum Mathnis. Hancy died in Hadison-

ville, Texas.

9. Hezzikiah (Hazy) son of Frederick I and Sarah Waites married 4 Collard.
He died in ¥ilam, Co. Texas.

10. Fliza, daughter of Frederick I and Sarah Waites married Neeley ticBride.
Their children were Georps and Jeff lMc Bride.






































































































