ot

March 19, 1991

Dear Jim,

Thank you so much for the latest information., There are several
very interesting items that motivate me to do further research, I hope
gsometime to find out if Rubin, Henry, and Columbus Bishop were related to
my John Bishop . My grandfather is sometimes listed as John G, and other
times as Green., His full name according to family Bible is John Greenberry
Bishop. It is interesting to see who was living at home at various times,

My family has always been very close to the Wagners. In fact, I
usually stay with Joel and Claire when visiting Marion. Enclosed is a
diagram showing relationshipse.

You enclosed an excerpt about a Bishop from abstracts of Fairfield
County, South Carolina. If that book is still available to you and if
it is convenient, would you please check on the Harmons? Dr. Stephen
Harmon's grandfather, Stephen Harmon, was in Chester County in 1800 and
in Fairfield District in 1810. There were a number of Stephen Harmons,
but this appears to be ours since there is a record of the marriage of
one of his children being witnessed by Burwell (Burrell) Harmon who was
also his child (uncle of Dr., Stephen Harmon). I suspect that these
Harmons were in North Carolina earlier and moved to South Carolina prior
to 1800, but have been unable to make connections to those in North
Carolina whose given names are similiar, I have been wanting to_order
Fairfleld County records on microfilm through the Mormon Church Library,
but an upcoming wedding in the family (our son) has curtailed my activites

along this line,

I do appreciate all of the information you send.

Sincerely,
\“&&&W“&«Mﬁlﬂlllll{
_er Mdilande
N
b

PC93.232D
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111 Overbrook
Goldsboro, North Carolina 27534

Januray mw, 1991

Dear Jim,

Thank you so much for the last material you sent. A1l of those you
checked on the cemetery records are close relatives - parents, grand-
parents, great grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc. Also, Maggie L. Kinard
is my maternal grandmother. Buried beside her is my grandfather Eddie
M. (Martin) Kinard who is not listed. However, he is listed in the
Kinard book I gave to the Archives and anyone seeking information would
most likely refer to this book. A4lse, I am their only Qmmombmmsd.Qgs“3w@§\

Thank you for the dates on George Bishop and wife. He was a son of
Albert 4. Bishop and Martha Welch Bishop, and grandson of the John Bishop
whose second martiage was to James McRae's widow. Two of Uncle George's
daughters still live in Meridian - Mary Alice Boswell and Mattie Shank,
who is an aunt by marriage of Jack Shank. I am probably telling you

more than you want to know!

I can remember my Dad. saying that two Bishop brothers came into
Lauderdale county and one settled near Lauderdale and the other near
Marion. I do not know the mame of the Lauderdale one, but assume he was
a brother of the John we have been discussing. At one time there were
a number of Bishops in the Lauderdale area, but I have never been acquaint-
ed@ with them. It would be interesting to know the name of this brother.

I am wondering if some of them might have early Bishop history that I
don't have. If you are ever in contact with any of them, would you please

inguire?

Again, let me express my appreciation for the work you are doing in
the area of microfilming and abstracting records.

Sincerely,

e —

Mailande

Cht 17

YA Sehrn
)/ Oran oot



November 25. 1990
111 Overbrook
Goldsbhoro, North Carolina

2753%

Dear Jim,

Forgive me for waiting so long to thank you for the very interesting
information you sent, Between helping my next door neighbor get ready
for her daughter's wedding and all of our children coming home for this
event and part of them returning for Thanksgiving, I haven't had a minute

to do anything else,

I enjoyed looking over the minutes of the Whynot Methodist Church,
and am especially pleased to have the map of the Whynot area showing
locations of Hunters and Dr. Harmon,

My cousin, Joan Travis McLean, has the original photograph of Dr,
Stephen Harmon. It is very faded, but if you are interested in copying
it, I believe she would lend it to you. Her address is: Mrs., Walter
McLean, 991 Colonial Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806.

I greatly appreciate your offer to send any information on the Bishops
that you happen to run across., The John Bishop from Marion who moved
to Whynot was my great-great grandfather. He was born in Edgefield District,
South Carolina in 1799 and moved with his father, John Bishop, to Wayne
County Mississippi in 1818. He married Mary Woods and lived in Hinds
County for a few years before moving to Lauderdale County. I knew that
his second marriage was to the "Widow Mc Rae", and that he moved from the
homeplace, but I did not know that it was Whynot. He is the father of
Albert A. Bishop (my great grandfather), who married Martha Welch, and as
you know, they are pictured in "Paths to the Past". I had wondered where
he is buried, and it is probably in the Whynot area. You ::gave me additional
H$Mowsmdwos by giving his middle initial, G. My grandfather:was John
Gménberry Bishop, and I had wondered if the Greenberry had come from his
grandfather. Anparently, it did. Research on the early Bishops is
difficult because there were so many of them. An unbelievable number
were named John. In fact, I have five ancestors named John Bishop. Two
of them are by way of the 4sa Bishop line, both his father and grandfather.
There was a John Bishop in Jamestwon in Hmmm. There were several here
in eastern Carolina in eighteenth century. I do have some information on
Asa, including a copy of his will. His daughter Elizabeth married her
first cousin once removed, Abisha Nelson, and they were the parents of Dr,
Harmon's mother, Miriam. Miriam and John Harmon are buried in Marion.

I am flattered that you ask me to write up the Hunter information.
However, I believe it would be better for a descendant of Libbeus to do
this. m. D. Hunter? He could use the information I sent and would surely
be able to update and add bits of information that I am unaware of. My
Hunter line is Marion related and I have not yet established proof of a
connection to the Whynot settlers. However, I believe it is so. My
Hunter history goes back to John Hunter in Chatham County, North Carolina.
The last time I went to the Archives in Raleigh, I found a will that



indicated his father was Elisha Hunter. On the chart I sent you will see
that Isaac Hunter had a son named Elisha. Another source states that
there was an Elisha, Jr., also. If I can prove that this Elisha, Jr.
moved to Chatham County, I will have it. Another member of this family
did move to an adjacent county and is a well known figure in their

SHm.ﬁOH.UNQ

You are doing a great service by microfilming the old records. I
have been able to order Alabama county records on microfilm through the
Mormon Church Library here., They have been helpful in my work on the
Harmon line. Dr. Harmon's grandfather was Stephen Harmon who lived in
St. Claire County, Alabama, but I have been unable to learn who he married.
I need to order South Carolina records next. I got sidetracked by an
interest in the Hunter line, I received the notes of a deceased cousin
who had done some work on this line.

Sincerely,.
m«wy¥\mwkmrll,

Mailande Bishop Schrum

Many thanks again.

omw%v
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- clear picture from office copiers,

September 3, 1987

Dear Dot,
I apologize for taking so long to get this material together. It seems

that there are always sO many interruptions when you are trying to get
something done. There will be a few more pictures later. Sidney needs to
do some more photographing of the pictures of grandchildren of Albert and
Martha Bishop. I am wondering if we should continue this and have pages for
the great grandchildren (owr generation). Do you have a photograph of your
grandmother Almedia? I have a picture that I believe is one of the "Bishop
girls" but I'm not sure which one. I am going to get Sidney to photograph
that one and send it to you. If you have one of your grandmother you can
compare. Anyway, I would like to update the Bishop history. Will you please
send me information about your family., I will compile in diagram form,
similiar to the Welch outline, as soon as I Ummw;mw everyone., I will be-
happy to send you a copy then. ( I am not mmwmmw wﬁmsmm of Almedia's children
I have assembled this material for my children by using plastic protectors
After going to eight different stores, I .
found some lightweight inexpensive ones (eighteen cents each) and have enclosed
a sample, in case you like the idea, Where it was possible to get a ‘half-way
T have included those for two reasonss: =
those I am sending is fifty to seventy
It may be that the images from
u wish to use the. -
till be theisame

that fit into a notebook or album.

First, the life of photographs such as
five years according to those in the business.
the copiers will last longer. I don(t know., Second, if yo
pictures in another album or frame any of them, there will s

information with the notes.

1 photographer told me that the reproductions they make of-
11 last one hundred to one hundred twenty five years, They
at Sidney made and make an eight by ten or smaller o
111 start from scratch, photographing the old picture
with their better equiptment and charge twenty five dollars for the first one
and ten dollars for each additional one. I have not done either one, but
would like to later. I don't know how much longer the originals will be

good. Some are becoming dim nowe.

A professiona
0ld photographs wi
will take a negative th
for ten dollars, or they w

get some information on Uncle George's family. I
t can't remember whether Allen

they came from a different line,

I am going to try to
remember visiting them when I was a child, bu
and Green Bishop are his children or whether

I shall be happy to send them. " Some of

If you should want extra prints,
etter from the originals. Let

the pictures from the office copiers turn out b
me know if I can be of any help with those. .

gl

‘Sincerely, '

© Mailande

_w | \\MJ/




These notes were compiled in 1987 by Mailande Bishop Schrum. The
0ld photographs of the Bishop, Welch, and Harmon families were given
to me by Alice Elizabeth Bishop and 'illis Feaster Bishop (brother and
sister). Because they lived near us, I was a frequent visitor in their
home. Two other factors contributed to my numerous trips to their
house: the loneliness of an only child and the fact that Auntie made
the best pound cake in the world. They enjoyed talking abcut relatives
and the "old days". 1In good weather we sat on the front porch while
Uncle played classical music on the guitar between stories, and Auntie
served pound cake. The rusic, the white-washed tree trunks, the fragrance
of the Cape Jasmine, the quince bush from which Auntie made jelly, the
yard cleanly swept with broom sage bundled together, and the taste of
the pound cake are all fresh in my memory. A1l of the people are very
real to me even though many died before I was born. Auntie and Uncle
were concerned about the preservation of these photographs and their
being passed on to future generations, I feel that in sharing copies
with other people, I am carrying out their wishes. I hope that those
who receive this material will become acquainted or re-acquainted with

our ‘kin who have walked before us.

The Welch notes were given to me by Erlene Welch (Mrs. James Eric
veleh). They were taken from the writings of A, Jarvis lelch, Toomsuba,
Mississippi, and Eric Austin Pelch. I received the old statements,
which belonged to Albert 4. Bishop, from Joel and Claire Wagner.

My husband, Sidney Schrum, was kind enough to photograph the old
pictures, making it possible to reproduce them.,

Some of the geneaology is .repetitious,-but -1t seemed necessary
in order to make the relationship of each person easily understood.

Mailande Bishop Schrum

(Mrs. Sidney Schrum)

111 Overbrook Drive

Goldsboro, North Carolina’ 27530

(Daughter of: Albert Harmon

Bishop and
Ruby Kinard
Bishop)



- BISHOP ANCESTRY
(According to Willis Feaster Bishop)

Johm Bishop Sr. emigrated from South Carolina (Edgefield District) and
settled in Wayme Coumty Mississippi im 1818 A.D. and 1lived till his death
in same county. John Bishop, Jr., son of Joha Sr., was born in South
Carolina in the year 1799 and emigrated with his parents to Wayne County
Mississippi and remained there till about the age of about twenty two years.
At about this time he married a young lady of Tennessee, a Miss Woods.
After rarrying, he moved to Hinds County Mississippi and remained there
several years, and from theee he removed to Lauderdale County Mississippi,
and settled about four miles north of Mariom Station, Mississippi, and lived
there till after the Civil War of 1860 -'5 between the States, During the
imvasion of General Sherman's Army, they confiscated all his property
such as horses, mules, and Negros. His first wife having died in 1859, he
married the second time the following year to the Widow McCrae and then
roved from the old homestead to the South East part of the County and lived
t111 1867, which year, he and his wife both died. Of the first marriage
four sons and one daughter were born unto them as follows; John Green Bishop,
A1ign A, Bishopy Willis L. H. Bishop, Albert 4. Bishop, and Harriett (married
Abraham Butcher and moved to Texas). A1l the children were born imr Hinds
County Mississippi. Albert A. Bishop, the youngest son was born in the year
1832 A.D. The family having removed to Lauderdale County as stated above.
Albert A, Bishop married Marth W. Welch in the year 1852 and ten children
were borr unto them as follows: Martha Jane, 4pril 2, 1855, Mary Ellen,
March 14, 1857, Almedia, September 1858, Jogn Greenberry, March 1860,
Alice Elizabeth, June 29, Hmmmv Mariah Luella, mmmdmﬁdmu 1864, Willis Feaster
November 29, Hmmmm George Washington, September 1868, Ella Josephine,
April 3, 1870. At the beginning of the Civil War of 1860, Albert A.
voluntzered and enlisted the second year in Comgpany & 37 Mississippi
Infantry and served till the surrender and received from his offieers an homo

discharge.

Martha W. Welech was born in Wilcox County Alabama in the year 1832 and
removed to Lauderdale County Mississippi in the year 1850 in the company with
her Mother and three brothers and one sister: Prieilla, Bennis, Daniel, and

Dempsey.
Marth W. Bishop wife of &. A, Bishop died September 15, 191k,

Albert &. Bishop husband of Martha V. Bishop died March 15, 1915
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18,0 Lauderdale County, Yississippi, Census

John Bishop: Males 10-15, 23 15-20, 23 L0-S0, 13 Females 10-15, 1, 20-20, 1.

THR, RTSHOPS (F TAUDERDALF, LAUMFRDALE COUNTY, MTSSISSIPPI

1850 Lauderdale County, Mississipni, Census

John Bishop 62
Mary 52
Asherry 25
*1il1lis RB. 2l
Mary 18
Albert A. 18

Fmily R, Talker 11

John Rishop is listed in the
1835 Lauderdale County, Misse,
tax list.

Forn South "arnlina, 1798
Rorn South Carolina, 1798

Tn 18L0 John TRishop is listed ac

havineg land in T.auderdale Coun
Mississippi, valued at 2300,

There were 160 acres of land

1860 Leauderdale Coumnty, Misszissippi, Census

Albert A. Rishop 28
Martha . (Welch) 27

Rorn Mississimi (Overzeer for .John Keeton)
Rorr Alabama

Martha J. 5

Mary F. u

Alneda

John G. (Green) a\HM// ‘hildren all born in His ﬁko//
D, Welch 2l

Fliz. Yeleh ©2u

.PQ}NHN _HO A.:.OHOTV w
Columtus (elch) 1

1870 TLauderdale County,

ssippi,Census

Altert A, Rishop 33

Martha We. : 38
Martha J. 15
Mary E. 13
Almeda 11
John G. 10
Flizabeths+ 7
willis F. (Feaster) L
feorge We 2
Ella 1/12

Farmer Torn Mississippl
wife Rarn Alnhama
t : . " (Never married)
211 children born in
Mississippi

(Married to Millard Tassell)

(Never married)
(Never married)

(Married James Thomas 'cbgood)

1880 Lauderdale County, Mississippi, Census

Albert A, Bishop I8

Martha W, 18
Martha J. 2l
FH.. Q L] mul
Alice 17

F. (Feaster) 15
George ™, 13
Ella . 10

»Flizabeth is listed a
2lice until the

They lived together at HMarion, Missi

Born Miss; Father born S. Ce3 Mother torn Tenn
Rorn Alabama

(falled Mat; never married)

5 Alice in the 1880 census. She was always called
dgio of her death. m:v and Wi1lis Feaster never married.
ippi, until their deaths, Thew AX

reared Joel é\mnojodu a nophevs i} (8



THE, FAMILY OF JOHN GREEM RTSHOP, SO OF ATRFRT A. BISHOP (See 1B60 census),
CRATDSON 0OF JOHN TISTOP (See 1BH0 census)

John G. Bishop (Born Mar, 1, 1860; Died January 27, 1920)
married
Mary Marmon  (Born August 20, 1870; Died February 11, 1912)

(Mary Harmon was the daughter of Robert H. Harmon, M. D, born Octe. 30, 18Lks
died April 30, 1910. Rohert Harmon was married to Pettie Funter, born
January 1., 18523 died December 1, 1905.)

The children of John G. Rishop and Mary Harmon Rishop:

Albert married Rubv Kinard: had one daughter, Mailand, married tc Dre. Sidney
Schrum.  "hey and their children live at toldsboro, Ne Co

Fva married Hollie C. Matkins: Children F¥ollie Co, Doris, and James

Wallace married Nina Fasterling: ¢hildren Mary Frances, T'31lace Tlarmon,
William Fred.

W511is Fred married Fthel Snelgrove: Childrern Mary Ann married Charles Fasterling
Children: Carol Ann M, Robert N, Fvans
Childs Kelly Sinclair (F.)

T.aura .Jean
Bettie Hunter married Charles Duncan

Children: Charles Y,
Joseph Sinclair

Bettie Hunter. Never married; died without heirse
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ALAYET 4. BISHOP 4D MARTHA TTLCH ON THEIR "TDDRING

w4,

I

1S
DAYy IN 1552

ALBERT A. BISHOP was the son of John Bishop, Jr. and Mary Woods Bishop.

MARTHA VELCH was

He was the grandson of Johkn Bishop, Sr. born in Edgefield
District, South Carolina

the daughter of Varren Yelch by his second marrilage. Both
parents died when she was nine or ten years old. After that,
she was resred by her half-brother, Dr. J. P. ¥elch and wife,

CHILDREN OF ALBERT A. AND MARTHA “ELCH BISHOP:

¥artha Jane 1855 Willis Feaster 1865
_ Mary Ellen 1857 George Washington 1868
Almedia 1858 Ella Josephine 1870

John Grenberry 1860
Alice Elizabeth 1862
Mariah Luella 1864
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RS, JACOB PERRY W
(Martha Susan Vhitaker)

Half-brother of-Dennis,
Dempsey, MARTHA, Danicl,
and Pricilla ‘elch.

He was the son of Warren
T'elch his first r7ig

In addition to their ten children,
they reared the half brothers and
nalf sisters cof Dr. ./‘elch after the
death of their parents, Thelr :ames
are listeod above.




DR. JACOB PERPY VELCH ?fm.%u.
1807 - 1901 (MARTHA SUS
1825

P. WERCH
AN VHITAK
- 1900

)

GECRGE "ELCH
1848 - 1328 BI ,
1847 - 1927

LLY *ELCH
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ric was the husband and third cousin of Bessie Hobgood Velch,
daughter of Ella Bishop Hobgood and granddaughter of
Albert A&. Bishop and Martha Welch Bishop)

Jﬁhmm FAMNILY HISTORY ACCORDING TO ERIG AUSTIN WELCH IN MARCH 1977
E

This saga concerns the history of part of that part of the Velch clan
as related by kin of this writer. :

My name is Eric Austin Wel¢ch., I was born in Newton county, Mississippi

That part of the Welch clan as were related to this writer originated in
Richmond, Virginia, having emigrated from Wales prior to the Revolutionary
Var, in the persom of Jacob VWelch. When and where Jacob Welch was married and
to whom is not known, He had a son born in Virginia. His name was Dempsey

'elch.,

Some way not known to this writer, Jacob Welch amassed quite a fortune.
When, in the South, cotton became King, Jacob Welch sold his business in
Virginia and with his family woved to Burke County Georgia. There he bought
a large tract of land and some slaves. Subsequently engaging in the
cultivation of cotton., Dempsey %“elch died in Burke County Georgia and his
son Warren VWelch became head of the vast plantation. VWarren Welch then sold the
holding in Burke County Georgia and moved to Wilcox county Alabama. He
acquired a large tract of land on the Alabama River. He owned about one
hundred slaves. He raised cotton and shipped it by flat boat on the Alabama
River to Mobile, Alabama. Warren VWelch had been married to a fine lady back
in Burke county Georgia. They had one son, Jacob Perry Velch,

The mother of Jacchb Perry Welch died in Burke county Georgia. Then VWarren
married another lady and brought her to Wilcox county Alabama where the
second family was horn.

Dennis Welch was the oldest son. He was the grandfather of this writer.
Thcen there followed Dempsey, Daniel, MARTHA, and Priscilla,

Yarren ¥Welch died in Wilcox county Alabama when my grandfather Dennis was
fourteen.

The oldest son of Warren %Welch by his first wife had become a medical
doctor. After the death of Varren Welch, Dr., Jacob Perry Welch quit his
medical practice and took charge of the Welch plantation and slaves. My
grandmother was not capable of managigg the estate. Dr. Velch was not as
good at business as he was at medicine, but he was a truly fine man. Vhen
he moved from Wilcox county Alabama to Lauderdal county Mississippi, he
brought along the entire Welch family including his stepmother, (She was
my great grandmother), his half brother Dennis Velch (my grandfather), half
brothers Dempsey and Daniel, and half sisters MARTHA and Priscilla, In the
meantime, Dr. “elch had married a fine lady back in Georgia. She was a
gracious lady of the old south. She and Dr. Yelch built an ante-bellum style
house near Keewanee. ("01d Town", four miles south of Keewanee) in Lauderdale.
county on their 3,000 acre plantation which comprised over fifty slaves. My
grandfather helped ranage the plantation. Ve are not proud of being & part
of the slave system and mention of it here as information. Dr. Welch and
1is wife lived the elegant 1life of the Southern planter of the old South.

His stepmother, half brother and half sisters were also provided for and

lived well.




vhen my grancdfather Dennis 'elch became of age, he was made overseer of
the Dr. Velch plantation and slaves. This is a regretable episode in the Welch
history as far as this writer is concerned and is rmentioned here as information

>t as a matter of pride.

The half brothers and half sisters of Dr. VYelch grew up on the Welch
plantation in Lauderdale county Mississippi. Dennis, my grandfather, married
Rebecca Culpepper of Lauderdale county. Dempsey married a Lauderdale county
woman whose first name was Telithia, family name unknown. Daniel never
marvied. He had a physical handicap, being a club footed, Because of his
physical condition, he was educated for a school teacher. He taught school
in Newton county Mississippi for many years. Priscilla married Druary
Yarbrough of Lauderdale county, and MARTHA MARRIED ALBERT A, BISHOP of Hinds
county Mississippi. Dr. Welch and his wife raised up a mighty fine family
of men and women in Lauderdale county Mississippi. I am unfamiliar with
their names because after the Civil War the Velch clan split up. This was

caused by economic reasons.

This was during horse and buggy days and the 'elchs and distance kept
them out of contact with each other, especially the younger generationms. Yhen
the Civil War broke out, my grandfather was married and was the father of two
children. He joined the Confederate Army and was in service three years and nine
months. He was in the battle of Shilo and in the seige of Vicksburg. He was
made prisoner when Vicksburg fell and spent nine months in the Federal prison in
Rock Island, Illinois. After the wae was over, he walked two thirds of the
way from Illinois to his home in Lauderdale county Mississippi. 'hen Dennis
welch arrived home from the war, he was sick, ragged, and hungry. He found
his wife and children in the same condition. Federal troops under Col.
~rierson had carried away everything of value of the '“'elch plantation - food,
.rain, livestock, cattle, and all the slaves. The land had grown up 1in
weeds, the cabins were abandoneé&, and there was desolation everywhere. The
time was in the fall of the year, too late to plant crops. There were a few
stray cows and a few mules that had been inadvertedly left behind by the
Federals. Dennis and his family somehow survived the winter and regained
some of their health and strength., With the help of a few straggling ex-
slaves, they planted a crop in the spring. Cotton was sixty cents a pound
when if was gathered in the fall., This good fortune gave Dennis a stake
which enabled him to strike out on his own, which he later did. Then he
subsequently lived in Lauderdal county for a number of years,

About the year 1870, the production of cotton caught up with the demand
and the price of cotton on the Liverpool market declined to the pre-war level
of eight cents a pound. For some reason not known, Dennis dedided to move
away from Lauderdale county. He selected and bought a pizce of land about
half was between Newton and Hickory in Newton county Mississippi. The
community was called Popular Springs. The area had been settled by people
from western Alabama and was good cotton growing land., Dennis and Rebecca
'elch and family left Lauderdal county by wagon train bound for Newton county.
The party consisted also of Dempsey and his wife Tilitha, Daniel, Pricilla
and husband, Nancy the sister of Rebecca and her husband Micheal Harris.
MARTHA HAD MARRIED ALBERT A. BISHOP AND REMAINED BEHIND IN THE TWUWN OF
MARION, MISSISSIPPI LAUDERDALE. COUNTY.

VWhen my father James Dennis was eighteen, he was the victim of an accident.

J‘UHHm cuttin timber, a tree knocked his down and fell across his chest,
causing his lungs to collapse. He never did have good health from that time on.

20
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He was 6!'2'!' and slim - long legs. He could plow a mule down anyday, but
he hated farming with a passion, and soon left the farm to engage .in the
trade of sawmilling. He became very good, but we moved from place to place
following the saw mill trail. My mother was not too happy about that.

When Tames Dennis Welch was thirty three, we moved to the last saw mill.
The place was in Neshoba county Mississippi. The mill was located by the
side of the newly built railroad track, by the side of a little creek
called Kentarky Creek. The town doctor's son who was about the same age as
myself used to fish in Kentarky Creek for red bellies., I remember this boy
very well. He had a million dollar smile and a gold front tooth. We had lots
of fun., I went back there fifty years later. The boy with the gold front
tooth was gone. Where? The creek was a mere trickle over shiney pebbles
and not one red bellie was to be seern. The lot in the little town upon
which stood the house in which my father died in 1906 was vacant and the
house had long since passed from view,

As the day came to a close, I looked into the sunset, The shadows became
long and ghostly. I saw a Hwﬂdmm boy swinging on a gate with rusty hinges., -
I heard the voice of a whipporwill singing: Margurite, Margurite, I said

goodbye.

The following paragraph was omitted:
My father was James Dennis Welch., My Mother was Minnie Zelma Vindham

Welch, My father was born in Lauderdale county, Mississippi. My mother was
born in Newton county, Mississippi. This writer had four brothers:

Dewitt Talmage Welch died at age eleven.

Eldon Hardy Welch died atl age thirty six.

Emmett Lawrence Velch died at age sixty seven.

Vernon Mobley Welch is still living as of this date March 1977.

My brothers Dwitt and Eldon are burried in the Popular Springs church cemetary
in Newton county, Mississippi. Emmett is burried in the Whispering Pines
cemetary in Los &ngles, California (worked for one of the movie studios)

My father died at age thirty three. My mother died at age sixty four. Both
are buried in the Popular Springs church cemetary in Newton county, Mississippi.
My grandfather was Dennis Velch, born in Wilcox County Alabama in H@Mﬂv died -
in 1908 in Newton county, Mississippi, buried same as above.
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THR VN ING STAR July wxv 1902
The Article Entitled

GCLDEN AUNIVETSARY OF MARION COUPLE )
FIFT7 T'0 YSARS 4GO FR. ALTERT BRISHOP AND MISH MARTIHA LTELCH. VERE
1 A0 AN AND VIFR BY TH LATE JUDGE HANCOC

Reads As Follous:

TODAY AT MAETON THLY ARITRVATED TiHTL SVENT TN THE PRESENCE OF FRIENDS
THE OLD CFRTIFICATE CTTTIFYING TO TH®IR MARV''TAGE FOUND IN “ECOI'DS

COL. CAMERON AND CAPT. B.V. '™IT® "~ERE BOTH prusiENT AT THE THEN FAISHONABLE
WECDING

Mr. V. D. Cameron left town this morning to attend a very interesting
ceremony at Marion, where Mr. and Mrs. Albert A, Bishop today celebrate

their golden wedding.

Fifty-two years ago Mr. Albett 4, Bisnhop was married to Miss Marth M,
welch, at Alamucha, by the late Judge ‘illiam N, Hancock, at that time a
justice of the peace, and who was also circuit judge for a considerable
period. The wddding took place on the 27th day of July and it is curious
to note the old faishoned form in which the records at the courthouse tell

of the event.

In place of the gorgeously bound, lithogravphed and printed volumes which
now hand down the tale of nuptials lawfully celebrated, a manuscript of
very ordinary appearance was used, and it was no sign of anything more
elaborate than the penmanship of the then clerk of court.

Pages and pages there are in the handwriting of Benjamin F. Parker,
clerk of the court at that time, and the books are dusty with age and in
some cases getting almost illegible.

The witnesses to the marriage were Mr. . D. Cameron, the present clerk
of the circuit court and Capt. B. V. Vhite, chancery cl-rk, their signatures
appearing on the record beside that of Judge Hancock. If it were left to
Mr. Cameron to swear that his signature was his, it is probable that he
would not be able to do so although he does not doubt the word of Mrs,

Bishop that he was present at her wedding and was a witness to the contract.. -

: As a matter of fact Mr. Cameron does not remember the happy event which
took place when he had arrived at the mature age of six years, Nevertheless. '+
he is overjoyed to be at the Golden t'edding celebration and has had an..
illuminated certified copy of the marriage register prepared for presentation
to the venerable couple. o

The seal of the court appears in red and gold on the vellum document,
which is surmounted by engravings of two lovely cherubs swinging a marriage
bell in their chubby hands, and fringed with beautifully wrought garlands
of roses and other flowers interwoven with silver ribbon,

Mr. Cameron and Capt Vhite also presented their old friends with a pair
of gold spectacles each.

Today's celebration causcd great stir in Marion and throngs united in
congratulations to the aged couple and wishes for continued life and

happiness.,

Kb
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THE ARTICLE TO THE LEFT READS:

From an old copy of the Meridian Press,
of July 27, 1902 this department is
privileged to quote several paragraphs from
an account describing the golden wedding
celsbration of Mr. and Mrs, Albert 4, Bishop,
held at tha2ir home three miles north of
Marion,

Three of their ten children are still
living, being V. F. Bishop, Miss Alice
Bishop, and Mrs. Ella Hobgood, all of Marion.
Later, we will review the 1902 paper,
selecting interesting items, but right now
here are references from the Bishop Golden
“'edding item:

"True, old-fashioned country hospitality
was dispensed wost lavishly. Among those
present were Hon. %W. D. Cameron and Hon.

B. V. Vhite, Meridian; James Hobgood and
family, Frank Brown and family, J. G. Bishop
and family, M. D. Hasselle and family, .
George ¥. Bishop and family, Mr. and mrs,
Charles Hobgood, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Vagoner, Dr, and Mrs. Robert W. Harmon,

Miss Annie Hunter, Mt. Pleasant, Tenn., and
Mrs. M. B. Harmon of Wynot.

No description could possibly do justice to the magnificent feast to
which the guests were conducted at noon. There were musical selections on the
piano, violin, mandolin, and guitar. Mr. Cameron presented Mr. and Mrs.
Bishop with a heautifully embossed wmarriare certificate. The couple wvere
married at Alarucha, liss., by Judge Hancock, July 27, 1852,"

The Meridian Evening Star, date of October 29, 1910, carried a reference
to Mr. Bishop as probably the Oldest active farmer in Lauderdale county.
In that year, Mr. Bishop had reached the age of 87, and was in fine health,
with the strength and vigor of a man a quarter of a century younger. He
was doing his own work in the field, producing crops of corn, cotton,

otatos eas, and sugar cane,
b b

"The prosperity of Lauderdale county is dzwww on such men as Mr. Bishop."
the article concluded. :

HE ABOVE ARTICLE ATPEARED IN THE MERIDIAN STAR SOMETIME DURING THE 1940s

W
N



liary Ellen Bishop VWagneig
and dauchter of 4lbert Al




5

" ...
[

v

s e

Re——

MARY ELLEN BISHOP "“AGNER
(Mollie)

BORN March 14, 1857
DIED November 4, 1895

MARRIED Samuel Houston Vagner

CHILD"EN: Lillian Vagner - no children
- Seth VWagner - daughter, Dorothy Lillian Vagner Chandler
DAUGHTER of Albert A, and Martha Yelch Bishop
GRAND DAUGHTER of John and Mary Voods Bishop
GREAT GRAND DAUGHTER of John Bishop who roved to l'ississippi in 1818
from Ldgefield District, South Carolina
JOEL /AGNER,SR. was Sam “agner's son by his second marriage. Alice and
Feaster Bishop reared Joel Franklin Vagner, Sr, after
the death of Sam and Mary Ezzell Vagner.

tddress of Dorothy Lillian Vagner Chandler:
Mrs. Hendrix Chandler
1451 ¥itchell Avenue
Tallahassee, Florida 32303
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ARTIED Sanuel Houston ‘Vagner
Lillian %Yagner
Seth Yagner




ALICE ELIZABE

JOHN GREZNBIRTY

FLLA JOSEPHINE.BISHOP

TLLIS FEASTER BISHOP

CHILDHMEN of Albert 4. and
Martha Velch Bishop
Their grandparents were
John and Mary ¥%Woods
Bishop, Warren Velch
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ALICE ELIZABETH BISHOP ELLA BISHOP
JOHN GREENBERRY BISHOP WILLIS FEASTER BISHOP

They are children of Albert A. and Martha Velch Bishop
Grand children of Mary and John Bishop,Jr.(born in
Scuth Carolina in 1799)

Great-grand children of John Bishop, Sr. who lived im ~ :
Edgefield District, South Carolina and moved to Mississippi

in 1818. | '\

Their grandfather on their mother's side: Warren SQPQWV Ir.
great-grandfather: . Jacob_ ¥elch

sreat-great-grandfather; Dempsey Welch . . |
great-great-great grandfather: Jacob Welch, born in Wales 1n 166
S
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BI3HOP  1365-1949

L

BI3HOP 1860-1920

A, and Martha




FEASTER AND BUD

WILLIS FEASTFR BISHOP 1865 - 1949
JOHN GREENBERRY BISHOP 1860-1920

Sons of Albert A. end Martha Welch Bishop
Grandsons of John and Mary Woods Bishop

Vi




BETH BISHOP
13T=ZR BISHOP

parents were Albert A. and
Martha Velch Bishop
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ALICE ELIZABETH BISHOP

DAUGHT SR of Albert A, and
Martha l/elch Bishop

NEVER MARPIZD -~ Lived in

Marion, Mississippil
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JILLIS F3S4a3TER BISHOP
1865-1949

farion, lMississippi

SON of Albert 4. and Martha
yelch Bishop

NzZVoR MARRIED




A1LICE ELIZABETH BISHOP

BORN June 25, 1862

DAUGHTER OF Albert 4. and Marth Welch Bishop

GRAND DAUGHTER of John and Mary Woods Bishop

GRTAT GRAND DAUGHTER of John Bishop who moved from Zdgefield District,
South Carolina to “ayne county Mississippi in 1818

NTVER MARRIED - lived with her brother Willis Feaster Bishop
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WILLIS FUaST R ZISHCP

BORN November 29, 1865
DIED January 17, 1949
SON of Albert 4. and Martha "ol
GRANDSON of John and Mary Voocs
GREAT GRANDSON of John Bishop who mo
District in 1818.
OCCUPATION: Parmed and kept books for William Atkinson
ACTIVE in Marion Masonic Lodge. The following is taken from an article
in the Meridian Star in 1947:
"The Marion Lodge is the oldest lodge in Lauderdale county,
having been organized in the year 1844, v, F. BISHOP,
secretary of the Marion lodse, has served in this capacity
since 1909. He has been a lason since 1888, or 59 years,
and is one of thz oldest living lasons in the state in point
of membership.
The grand secretary states that ME, BICHOP is one of the hest

local lodge in the state, besides belng one

secretaries of a 1
of the best penman in the state, and one of the few who still

use the old florishing Spencerian type of penmanship with

shaped letters.
NEVEZR KARRIFD & Mwm engaged, ~ut her parents prevented her from leaving
home., ’

ostmSOb
Bishop
ved to Mississipri from Edgefield

~H
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Picture taken in the 1940s
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«8 BISHOP

5-1949)

4. and ¥artha
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ELLA BISHOP HOBGOOD

Youngest daughter of Albert A. and Martha “elch Bishop
JAMES THQOI-AS HOBGOOD
STRODE HORBRGOOD

The story of their elopement was told to me as follows:

Vhen the Bishop family buggy pulled into the church yard one Sunday
morning, Mr. Jim Hobgood pulled up beside them in his buggy. He said,
"Miss Ella would vou care to go for a ride?"

She moved into his buggy and they rode away. Her sister, Alice Elizabeth,
pulled up her long dress and started running after them as fast as she coul
mgogdHMm, "Ella, Ella, come back." Ella waved to them and said, "Good-bye
Alice.'

The next morning, her brothers mounted their horses with their guns and
rode to lr. Jim's house., ©lla came out and said, "Boys, I have married Mr.
Hobgood. You can put ycur guns away and go on back home, This is my hocme
now and I intend to stay here." Wr. Jim came out and told them to shoot 1if
they wanted to. They put thelr guns awvay and left, ¥"hen Aunt Ella dressed
on Supday morning, she put on as many clothes as was possible., She was
nineteen and he was thirty nine. He had five children by a previous marrie

He



JOHN GREENBERRY BISHOP  1860-1920

l'arion ‘Awmmwmmuﬁww
SON of Albert 4. and Martha Yelch

~

CH rt Harmon, Robért §J
allace, Fred, and
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JOHN GREENBERRY BISHOP

BORN March 1, 1960; DIED January 27, 1920

SON of Albert A. and Martha Yelch Bishop

GRANDSON of John and Mary Yoods Bishop

GREAT&GRANDSON of John Bishop, Sr. from Edgefield county, South Carolina

MARRIED Mag Eva Harmon December 10, 1890. She was the daughter of Dr.

Robert Hunter Harmon and Betty Hunter Harmon, She died February 7, 1914

OCCUPATION: Farmer and Carpenter., He did interior finish work, such as
carvings on staircases. He worked in many of the fine old
homes in Meridian, Mississippi

CHILDEEN of John Greenberry and Mae Harmon Bishop:
Albert Harmon = October 13, 1891 - February W, 1957
Robert Jennings December 2, 1893 - October 8, 1894
Bva Hunter april 30, 1896 - July 12, 1940
i1liam Vallace October 3, 1899
"illis Fred June 18, 1903 - July 17, 1945
Betty January 18, 1906 - April 27, 1928
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‘.r.nmmw.jmm_..»z .CHURCH . BUILD-
*. ING WILL BE-ONE OF HANDSOM.-
‘% £8T IN SOUTH, ACCORDING TO

7

MAN WHO HAS SEEN SIMILAR
- ‘BUILDINGS THROUGHOUT THE
* COUNTRY. )

-
L g

The new building . for - the First
‘Presbyterian church’ is, rapiély . ap-
- proaching completion and will be
[inished within about &ix weeks.
3peaking of this building, Wm. Neill
of this city, expert carver on the
tower, expresses his delight Wwith the
structure of the same, as shown by
-he following interview furmished The
Dispatci:

“Meridian may feel justly proud of
possessing the most classic building
in the south. [Every detail of the
church building, which is strietly
Gothic in style is, the highest form
of ecclesiastical aychitecture, whilst
its general form, it'is 8o symetrical as

.&._wv.mfsnu.. _

{ cal-imaginations.

=
gl by
church 1. havefever seen;"throughout
the Uiilted ‘Stifes;: whilst- a’thorough
,tour- ofyithe \Jeading:?;

/1o be ,Ommuon_..&m of
‘Buropethas ghown o~ church more

,.wwumoﬁg&nm orm’+iNo . termon bar-

Tel 15 ‘meéded Dy. thgfdivin: who min-
iste nwinﬁﬂnwe clgssic walls. Its very
Yagduty shbdid | 1ilforth-eyen from the

average laymahithe highest aestheti-
!} {-Unrivalled in syme-
try, & -splend{d: harmony in’the unity
of ‘{ts’ varietysyit is built of the high-
est reptesentstive materials of. tne
the: idealisticfand practical mind of
the arcuritect‘who conceived it, What

the Goths,

forth., '
battlemented

. The “}jistory of
whence came thess.
roofs, these ‘lofty - windows,
carved - door. jays; .what mean theso
Ccostes,. and ‘who - originated- thesé
massive towetrs, capped by equisite
carvings- which stapd firm and strong,
pointing the'sway heavenword, syumn-
bolic of all that is christian?

“The newYMasonic cathedral, the
numerous modern buildings through-
out the state; along with this church,
sre their own proof that we have
located here on the greatest archi-
tects of the south, P. J. Krouse.

. “The superstructure of ths building
was erected by the Daly Contracting
Company whicn is now located here
permanently. The. president of this
company is Miss Ida Daly, one of the
few lady contracters of the ccuntry.

“The great roof now well under way
defied the minds and skill of several
experts from .eastern states, who
were baffled by its design and it re-
mained for a local farmer, Mr. BishoD,
to carry out the esign completelv
to the architect’s orders.

“In a short“time only will be the

6] chui

porth and the;south, reflecting ato.. 2
a thousand .aud one.thoughts it calls.

these’

pva—y .

anthems ®well their note’
within-the iclassic’ wallsj. and ithe_ real

\_4.

‘work of the church ‘begiiy. A great
design, - well-etecuted. sy 352404 con-
gregation of -this: nobl¢, edifice rise to

their. great resaonsibilities ~and-may
the city feel justlyproud of the great-
est o:.wmmno bullding in the.south.”

{  CAP-A-COLD FOR28¢. - .

DISPOSING OF PROPERTY.

Land Company Not Willing-te Stand
: for Tax Raise.

Purvis, Miss., Dec. 16.—Ben L. Fos-
ter of Hattieshurs, agent for the Blod-
gett Land Company, was at the sher-
ii's office. this week checking up and'
paying taxes for his company.” The
Blodgett people are fast.disposing of | §
their timber holdings in this county
on account of the high taxes which
they are having to pay. 7The tax for-
merly paid by this syndicate to this
county was upwards of $23,000 a year,
when the timber lands were assessed
at from $10 to $20 an acre. Bui now
since selling off several large tracts:
of their timber, with assessments of
$34 an acre, this company is paying
$15,000 taxes to Lamar ccunty.

!
.

- CAP-A-COLD FOR 25c. |

MUNICIPAL CHRISTMAS TREE
IDEA SPREADS OVER COUNTF

New York, Dec. 16.—The mur’
Christmas tree for 5,000,0"
Yorkers has been set up b
Square. The idea of a 1#-
Christmas tree ir
tried for *%
| met

| -~
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HARMON BISHOC

JOHN CRITNBTRREY BISHOP 1860-1920

amemamomzmumHo,pm@o
Har: e daughter of Dr.

Robert Hunter and Betty Hunter
Harmon
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ALBERT H&RMCN BISHOP  1891-1957
Marion, Mississippi

gRANDSON of Albert 4, and Martha velch
Bishop

SON of John Greenberry and May Harmon
Bishop

MARRIED Ruby Kinard

ONE CHILD: Mailande Bishop Schrum
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ALBERT HARMON BISHOP

SON of John Greenberry and May Harmon Bishop

GRANDSON of Albert A. and Martha Yelch Bishop

GREAT-GRANDSON of John and Mary Yoods Bishop

GREAT-GREAT GRANDSON of John Bishop of Edgefield District, South Carolina
OCCUPATTON: Farmed and worked for the Railroad while health permitted.
MARRIED: Ruby Kinard, daughter of Ed Yartin Kinard and Maggie Speed Kinard

ONE CHILD: Mailande Bishop Schrum (Mrs. Sidney Schrum, 111 Overbrook
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530

SERVED in Army in Yorld Var 1

ACTIVE in Marion Methodist Church



KSSIE HOBGOOD (WELCH)
Married Eric Austin Welch

STRODE HOBGOOD - never married

CHILDREN of Jim and Ella Bishop Hobgoo
GRAND CHILDREN of Albert A. and Martha
Vielch Bishop
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CHILDEEN of Jim and Ella Bishop Hobgood

CRANDCHILDREN of Albert 4. and Martha elch Bishop

CREAT GRANDCHILDREN of John and Mary Woods Bishop

GRIEAT - GRZAT GRANDCHILDFEN of John Bishop who left Edgefield meﬁﬁHOdN South
Carolina in 1818 and settled in Mississippl

STRODE 1lived in arion, Mississippi; never married

BESSIE married fric Austin %elch

Children of Bessie and Eric VWelch:
James Fric Welch - married Erlene Harvisterj; R.F.D.#8 Meridian, Miss,

Children of James Eric and Erlene 'elch:

Cecil %elch




LILLIAN WAGNER

DAUGETER of Mary Ellen
Bishop ‘lagner and
Sam VWagner

GEAND DAUGHTE Albert
w [} .
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LILLIAN WAGNER

BOEN: June 25, 18753 died January 21, 1931
GRANDDAUGHTER of Albert 4. and Marth t'elch Bishop

DAUGHTER of Mary Ellen Bishop who married Samuel Houston Vagner.
They had a son named Seth ‘agner. His daughter Dorofhy
Lillian Chandler lives: Mrs. Hendrix Chandler
1451 Mitchell Avenue
Tallahassee, Florid 0
‘When Mary Ellen died, Sam married Mary Bzell. mswmw 3
son was Joel Franklin Wagner, Sr.

«

After the death of Sam and Mary lagner, Awmt Alice and
Uncle Feaster Bishop reared Joel Franklin Yagner, Sre

Lillian married Calhoun Kynerd in 1922, after the death
of his first wife. This is listed on vage 83 of "Footsteps

of Jacob Kynerd" by Dan Kinard.
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