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14 OCT 1969

FARILY GROUP RECORD-9

H 1805 Flace: ,Larterst,iC 5§%>“”b“°g‘
Chr.: Flace:
Marr:  ABT 1830 Flace:
Died: 1838 Place: ,Lauderdale,HS
Bur.: Flace:
Father: Lebbeus HUNTER dunior-38 Mother: Clarkey DAVIS-37 Farents® HRIN: {8
fither wives:
Wife: Louisa JOMES-19
Horn: 1806 Place: ,,BC
Chr.: Flace:
Died: 15900 Places ,Lauderdale,MS
Bur.; Place:
Father: Mother:
{ither husbands:
Sex  Children
i. Mame: DOctavia Celeste HURTER-AHI Spouse:
----  Borns 1831 Flace: ,FL
F o Lhr.: Flace:
Harr: Flace:
Died: BEF 1834 Flace:
Name: Ellen J HUNTER-4B2 spouse: 2 -cbrtone LaBlenag T
--~~  Born: 1834 Place: ,,FL
£ Lhr. Flace:
Harr: 1854 Place:
Lieds AFT 1834 Place:
3. Hame: OUscar F HUNTER-683 Spouse:
---- Born: 1834 Places ,,AL
B Chr.e Flace:
Harr: Flace:
Died: &F7 1840 Flace:
4, Mame: Olivia I HUMTER-6B4 Spouse:
---- Borp: 1838 Place: ,,H5
F LChr.: Flace:
Harr: Place:
Bied: AFT  1BA% Flaces
%. Mame: Marv Louisa HUNTER-9 Spouse: Thomas Porter WIGRING-8 HRIN: &
~---- Borp: 29 BEP 1840 Flace: Lauderdale,H5
F Chr.: Flace:
Rarr: 26 RUS 1837 Flace: Lauderdale,N3
Died: 14 JBN 1935 Flace: Kewanes,lauderdale. B
Mame and address of submitfer:
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t& OCT 1987 Page 7 of

Hushand:Izaac # HURTER-18 Yr of Birth 1803
‘a;  Louisa JONES-i9 ¥r of Birth 1804
Sex  Children {continued)

b, MName: Harriett H HUNTER-£85 Spouse; 2 W Eealle 4
---- Born: 1242 Flace: ,,H8 ’
F o Chr.: Place:

Harr: 130 Place: f.C,

Disg: AFT 1840 Flace;

; 8
---- Horns 1845 Place: ,,H8
F o Chr.s . Flace:
Harr: [$ 69 Mace: fC
Disd; AFT 184D Flace: 3




16 OCT 1949

FAMILY GROUP RECORD
DOCUMENTATION

-7

CEAND T

5a
CwerE Lau

ac M HUNTER-18
uisa JONES-1Y

¥r of Birth 1503
¥r of Birth 1806

ensus says he was a farger.The 1850 slave schedule for Lauderdale Co.
g ad B slaves. His will was the first in Lauderdale records. I
3 P
the wi

i
[
-

CEMEUS: 1830 Malion Co.FL 3{probably his brothers) lived with himuife

1835, Fayneville.Also liste

d Edward,Libbeus

CENSUS: 140 Lauderdale Lo, H8 listed as !.M. with wife,4 children,7 slaves

17

NENSUS: 185D Lauderdale Co. HS listed as I

Wiil:lsaar ,,di ter wrote »ill 5 HAY 1834,
< fiississi
decar F,Diivia I,Mary L,Harriett H, and

Laro
- 14
iy

F i
randdaughter Octavia Bunter Goodwyn chi

il

She was not listed in father

aac M age 43,born in NC,7 chldrn

It was probated in Lauderdale
opi May 1856, 1% mentions wife Louisa Hunter,children Ellen I,
i

gline Hunter. It alsao anntiens

of 8,F.Goodwyn and Octavi

\

WIFE - Louisa JONES-19 Choet

CENSIR: 1834 Halton Lo. FL age 20-30

{ENSUS: 1840 Lauderdale o.M age 30-30

CENSUS: 1850 Lauderdale Co MS age 44 born in &C
Isaac #. dwnter.Lnuxsa Qctavia,Elenar,Bacar,0liver,touisa, Harrist,
farolina V.also a schoolteacher from Londen and & farser

[ENGUS: 1840 Lauderdale Do.H3 age 54 born in 5C,0scar head of house
0.F.Hunter,Louisa,0felia J.,H.H.,C.B.Hunter L. Gardner

Death certificate of daughter Hary Lowl Fter Higgins {14 JAN 1925}
ctates that her mcther was Louisa JQWEE ro in 8.C. and father was
eaac H.Huntsr born in N.C.

CHILD { - Octavia Celeste HUNTER-A8!

HARRIABE:S adsyn before 1834

‘wolLDOREN: Dctavia Huater Boodwyn born before 1834
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Page 4 of &

HUSEARD Tsaac # HUNTER-18
FE Lauiss JONES-19
CEWSUG: 1840 Lauderdale Co. HS

Hentioned in father’s will

CENEHS: 1820 Lauderdale Co. HA
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Eienor born Fla,age 18

auderdaie Co. WS {probably was male under 3 living

LBl 1850 Laugerdals Do, M3 listed as female born in Al,age 14

’FNQNQ EéG Lauderdale Co. HS listed as 0,F, head of household,zoe
and 3 si s liv

ived aith him.

CENBUS: 1840 Lauderdale Co. BB
CENBUS suderdale Co. 8 listsd as Oliver,male,age 12;born M

[EHGUS: 1340 Lauderdale Do, HS listed as Ofelia J,female,age 25
CHILD 5 - Mary Louisa HUNTER-F
She raisad Thomas Jr. after his mother Agness died

0,listed with parents

ge 20,listed with hushand,born H3

BU5: 1870 Buater Co.,Al:Mary L age 27 baorn in Biss,lived with hus
Thomas F Higgins,Ellen H,Thes F,Charles H

24

L5

nofi

hand

Yr of Birth 1803
Yr of Birth 1806




T OCT 1989

WISRANG Iszac M HUNTER-i3
FE Louiza JOMES-i9

siou Biggins age 39 born in Miss,parents born
ildren: Thomas,Henry Mittie,fary

Lou Wiggine born Sept 1840 in

CENSUR: 1904 Kemper Coun is
da ghter Hary L were boarders sith

Misz,age 59,lived in
dames M Nlciulsun.

BIRLEsHary L Wiggins was born Segt 2%th A.0.1840

Death Cortificate:died 14 JAN 1925 of pneusonia,age 33 years,? months i3
days, father:Isaac H.Hunter,mother:louisa Jones born in 5.C.,hushand:
Thomas P.Wigainz,signed by Registrar C.H.¥iggins,buried at Salem.It lists
her name as Hary Louisa Wiggins.

i , Blapucha,WississippiiMother Hary Louise
ggins Sept. 29,1840, Jan i4,1923

CHILDRER: James,daughter married Percy Scobt,daughter married Alfonse
“LOREN: Gchasber first and second __ Fitzgerald,a son.
Hentionsd in father’s will

Harrist,age 8 horn in HI
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CHILD 7 - Carcline Virginia HUNTER-4Bé

HARRIABE:¥ilburn Smith

CHILDREM:Exis, ¥ilburn,

Mentioned in father’s will

DENGUR: 1850 Lauderdale Co. M5 listed as Carolina V.,age S,born Hi

CENSUS: 1860 Lauderdale Co. M5 listed as C.B.,age l&,born in Hiss




GROUP RECCORD-1B

of &

Parenis® MRIN: 75

1
Lhr.: Flace:
Disd: AFT 184D Place: ,Lauderdale,d5
Bur.: Fiace:
Father: Solomon ¥hits DAYIS-74 fother: Jean CAVARAUGH-73 Farents® HRIN: 24
Uther husbands:
Sex  Children
1. Name: 7 HUNTER-&34 Spouse
-~~~ Born: 173571800 Flacay ,HC
il Chr.: Place:
Rarrs Flacse:
Died: 1800/ 1810 Flace:
Nage: Gnthony D HUMTER-7{1 3pouse:
--  Born: 173571800 Place: ,,NC
# Lhr.: Flace:
Marr: Flace:
Died: AFT 1850 )32 Place:
3. Nape: [saac W HUHTER-18 Spouse: Lowiza JOMER-17 HEIN: 9
RIS
ARIN: i1
5. Libhous HUNTER-£E7 Spouse: Amanda ROPER-AA3H HRIN: &7
——— 1809 Flace: , HME
il Flace:
? HAR 183% Place: ,Bumter,f
AFT 1840 Flars:
fhone;




¥r of Birth 1772
ir of Birth 1777

Micholas HUNTER-712
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SRA; Lehh HUNTER dunior-J& ¥r of Birth 1772
wiFE Clarkey DAVIS-37 Yr of Birth 1777

shhe u:.Jr lived on White Oak
t deed.There are no Hunters
fter 1820
. Hunter sold BOG acres to
8.
There are several mentions of slaves in deed boaks and wills.
DEMSUR: 1800 Cartsret CooNC 2 white males under 10,1 white male 16-25,
1 white female 14-24,7 slaves

nder 1I 1 Ph‘LE T2
ters [resk. He was the iny Hupter

HC had ? males under 10




Page 4 of &

HINTER Junior-34& Yr af Birth 1772
DavIE-37 ¥r of Birth 1777

Co. WL had 1 male 10-1

HUNTER-711

- i
g L.

Y I a7Tn - [ - P By ¥ . s e B
CENBUS: 1330 Malton Counby FL:id males age 20-30 lived with Lebsus Hunier



SRARD Lebheus HUNTER dunior-36
FE Clarkey DAVIS-37

T

i
8r,Libbeus Jr lsac ¥ and J.M. Hunter in Payneville,

P

CENGHS: 105D Lauderdale Do, MG, age 42, lived with parents

List for Sumter Co.,flabama 18353, Payneville.filso listed Libbeus

LandrolliTaves) Book 1858,lauderdale Co.Edward Hunter ownad 119 acres in
sputheast part near Shynot and near Tibeus Sr, Tibeus Jrisicl,J.H..J.4
F H ;
and Hrs.hnn Hunter.
LEMSUS: 1840 Lauderdale Co. H3,lived alona betwsen parenis,lsaac’s widos

E ]
ietzy age 2 horn

SliE: 1340 Laederdals, HB:lived with parents.

4 horn i

=
Hi

5,

and

CENSUS: 1850 Lauderdals M5 age 41 farmer born in MC,wife
bora in AL, 0shorne,dames,dno,Martha,Hartin ¥ (Both th
his father were listed ip 1830 census as Lehbeus Hunte

2 E i

Lebbaus



11 00T 1989

¥r of Birth 1772
Yr of Birth 1777

CHILE 7 - & HUWTER-713

CENGUS: 1810 farteret Co. NC

{ENZUR: 1810 Carterst Lo, NC

CENBUR: 1820 Opslow Co. HC

CENBUS: {830 Halton Co. FL

{ENRUB: 1840 Lauderdle Co. MS,sarried,! son,8 slaves

CHILD 8 -~ 7 HUNTER-714

CENSUS: 1810 Carterst Co. HC

CHILD ¢ - 7 HUMTER-7(5

CENSUR: 1810 Carterst Lo, HE

[FNSHR: 1820 COnslow fo. N
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FAMILY BROUP RECORD-11

Father: Lebheus HUMTER Junior-38 Hothers Clarkey DAVIE-J

Jther wives:

-
!

Farents® HRIN: 18

Danisl Holoombe THOMAS-10 HRIN: 5
Hames Edward HUNTER-359 Spouse:
---~  BOrn: Flace:
# Lhr.: Flace:
Harr: Flace:
ied: Flace:
. Mame: Spouse:
----  Born: Flacs:
Chr.: Flace
Harr: Flacs:
Died: Flace:
&, MName: Spouse:
~---  Born: Flace:
Lhr.s Flare:
Harr! Flace:
Gind: Flace:
I, Name: apouse:
--—-  Born: Flace:
Chr.s Flage:
Harr: Flace:
hied: Place:
Mame and address of submitier:
Fhans:




FEHILY GROUF RECORD-1H
DOCUMENTATION

SBAND  Edward HUNTER-22 ¥r of Birth 18
Elizabeth 7-23 ¥r of Birth I

HUSEAND - Edward HUNTER-Z2

CEHSLUS: 1800 Carteret Lo, HEC

8U5: 1340 Lauderdale Ca. M3,lived alone betusen parents,lsaac’s widow
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Hugber 1 on this chart is the same as no. ____

2 Thomas Francis WIGRINS Jdr.-2------—-

Born: 21 SEF 1908

i Place: Kewanee,Lauderdale, 5
| Harr: 17 1AM 1942 -

i Flace: Poplar Bluff,Butler,ND
i Died: BE&  OCT 1983

! Flace: Durham,Durham,NE

Q& “44

on thart so.

4 Thomas Francis WIBGING Br.-4--------
i Born: 1B FER 1847
» Flace: ;Guster Al
| Marr: 1684 --2

! Places ,f5
| Bied: 3 HAR 1937
i Flace: ,Lauderdale,M5

Chart Ho. _l

B Thoeas Porter WIGRING-B--------mmoomomon
i Born: 22 FEB 1829

i Places ,Bibson, TN

i Marr: Zb AUG 1837 -4

----- i Place:  Lauderdale,fis

i Died: 17 HAY 1873

i Flace: Lauderdale, S
9 Mary Louisa HUNTER-?
Born: 2% SEF 1840
Places ,Lauderdale HS

Died: 14 JAH 1925

Place: Kewanee,lauderdale, S

10 Daniel Holcombe THOHAS-10----------==mnmm
{ Borps 10 JAM 1833
i Place: Rockingham,Richaeond,HC
i Marr: ART {887 --5

o Agness Rachel THOWAS-3
Born: 23 MAR 1870
Flace: Shugualak,Nogubes,HS
Died: 20 AliG 1911
Place: ,Lauderdale, N3

Spouse

3 Thelaa Frances WILLIAHS-5---~--—--

Bornz 24 AUR 1914

Place: Charleston,Mississippi,Hi

Died: 23 AUB 1983
Flace: Durham,Durhas,NC

Name and address of subaitier:

5 John Ermest WILLIAMS-é---—---—me-----

i Born; 25 FER 1286

i Flace: Freewater Gentry A0
fRarr: 12 JUN 1907 -3

! Place: Charleston,Mississippi,#il
i Died: 1A DEC 1944

¢ Place: Charleston,Mississippi, HO

i Place: , K5
v Died: 27 KRR 1910
i Place: ,Hoxubee,H5

11 Jane Elizabeth HUNTER-1i----------ommeue-
Borm: 25 JUN 1842 3
Place: ,, M8
Died: 17 JUL 1930
Place: ,lauderdale,H5

12 David Ouwen WILLIAMS-12
i Horpy 10 NOV 1849
i Place: ,,IH

Harr: 13 AUG 1873 -4

----- i Flace:

lied: HRY 1914

i Flace:
13 Lavina Frances ELLIG-13-—--—mmommoem
Born: 17 JUN 1839

Flace: Denver,ﬁnrthsﬁﬁ
Dieds HAR 1942
Flace: Pine Bluff,defferson AR

14 Cornelius THARF-14----
Rorn: 24 NOV 1850
Place: , KY

flarrs --7

7 fAnna Hae THARF-7-- —

Born: 26 OCT 18E9
Place:s Charlecton,Mississippi,HO
Died: 14 DEC 1949
Flace: Charlsston,Mississippi,HD

1
i
-1 Flace:
i Died: 14 AUG 1922
{ Flace: Charieston,Hississippi H0
15 Louisa Eurnl1pe CHILDRESS
Born: 3 DEC 1868
Ptace: ,Benton,TH
Died: 1% JUN 1936
Flace; Jackson,Cape Birardeau,HO



Nugher 1 on

Place:

o
=
o

—— e e TR e e e
g

Maze and addres

Phone:

this chart iz the same as no. _f?_ on chart na. _Z

4 Lebbeus HUNTER Junipr-34-----—--
! Borns 772
i Flace: ,Carteret HC
| Harr: 1795 --i8
{ Flace: ,Carteret NC
i Died: AFT 1860
i Flace: ,Lauderdale M8
i HUMTER-18 -
1845 i
;Larteret, NC i
AET 1830 -9 i
1
1858 H
;Lauderdale,®5 o
5 [larkey DEVIS-37 -
Born: 17177
Place: ,Carteret,NC
Dieds AFT 18460
Flace: ,Lauderdale NB
a HUNTER-9 e
79 SEF 1840
JLauderdale, 5
26 BUE 1857 --4
,Lauderdale, fi5
14 JAN 1925
Kewanee,Lauderdale, S
g Porter WIBGRIHG-B--------m--mmmmmm-
é‘ —_——
i Hornm:
i Flace:
i Harr:
i Flace:
i Died:
i Flace:
JONES-13 -}
1805 i
¢ 50 H
1904 i
sLauderdaie, ®S |
i
_7 ——
Barn:
Flace
5 of submitter: Disd
Flace:

Chart He. _él_

8 Lebbeus HUNTER Sr,-7Z-----n-==-=n====-==-

i Born:
| Place: o,
i Harr: BEF

Lar

---------- i Flace: ,

]

i Died:
i Place:
!

% 7 WIDDLETON-73
Born: EEF
Place:

Died: &FT
Flace:

10 Selomon Hhite DAVIS-74
1742

Borns EREF
Place: ,,NC
MarrF: BEF

Digd:

11 Jean CAVAMAUGH-
Born: BEF
Fiaces
Dxed. BFT

¢ Flace:

1729/174%

IE é
,Carteret,HC

Place: ,Carteret

177z

1748 --Zb

£ AC

1794
Place: ,Carteref,NC

1732

1777

Born:
Plate:
Disd:
Place:

14 ---- -
i Born:
i} Flace:
i Harr:
----- iy
i Died:
i Plare:

lace:




Wugbar 1 on this chart ic

Chart Ha. :3_-

8 Lebbeus HUMTER &r.-73-------mm-mmcmmmmmee
: Borm: 17297174% e
i Flace: ,,HC
! Marr: BEF 1772 --Z&
4 |ebheus HUNTER dunior-Jé------~---------- i Place: ,Carteret,hC
i Born: 1772 i Died: 1804
i Place: ,Carteret,nC i Flace: ;Carteret,NC
! Marr: 1793 --i8 ;
i Flace: ,Carteret, D 3 7 RIDDLETON-T3-
i Ded: AFT 184D Borm: BEF 1797 e
| Flace: ,Lauderdale iS Flace:
2 Edward HUNTER-2Z - ; Died: AFT 1772
i Born: 1808 i Fiace:
i Place: ,Carteret AL :
| Harr: BEF 184z --1i d 1) Snlomon Hhite DAVIS-74~----——cmmmmm e
i Place: i { Borm: BEF 1742 e
i Died: AFT  1E70 ! i Flaces . M
i Flace: ;M5 ; i Marr: BEF 1768 --Zh
: o Clarkey DAVIS-37--------mmomommmmmomomm e i Flace: ,Carteret iC
H Born: 1777 i Died: 1794
: Flace: ,Carteret,HC i Flace: ,Carteret,flC
! Died: AFT 1840 i
! Place: ,Lauderdale,ff t1 Jean CAVANAUGH-T7G----
! Jane Elizabeth HUNTER-11-----m--mmmmmomm- Born: BEF 1732 L
} Born: 23 JUM 1B4Z Flace:
¢ Place: BB Died: AFT 777
i Harr: ABT 1867 --% Flace:
i Place: ,HE
i Died: 17 JUL 1930 e
i Place: ,Lauderdale, 5 i Born: o
iDaniel Holcombe THOMAS-10--------=-m-m—-- i Place:
i Gpouss i Marr:
! b ----mmmo- - -~ Place:
i i Born: i Died:
i ! Place: i Place:
| | Harr i
' i Place: {3 =mmemmmmmmes B
! | Died: Barn: L
: i Place: Flace:
3 Elizabsth ¥-23 -1 Died:
Born: 18140 i Flace
Place: ,HC H
Died: AFT 1870 i 14 - -
Flacar ,,H5 ! i Born: o
! i Place:
i i Harr:
- - ity | Place:
Born: i Died:
Flaces 1 Flara:
Name and address of subpitter: fiisd: '
Flace: 13 mmmmmmmm s e e e
Born: o
Flace:
Died:
Place:

Fhone:
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PATHS TO THE PAST INTERVIEW

Interview by Nan Fairley & Jim Dawson
For Lauderdale County Dept. of Archives and History

Subject of Interview: Libbeus Hunter Family..One of earliest white settlers in
Lauderdale County. Also, A.D. Hunter's role in flight of Key Brothers.

Date af Interview: June 20, 1987

Interviewes:

Name: A.D. (Anthony Davis) Hunter

Address:

Phone Number:

Date of Birth: 1807

Release Form: Signed, A.D. Hunter

Summary:

Wote: Below is first transcribed version of interview conducted with A.D. Hunter
on June 20, 1987, For original and complete interview, see recorded version of
A.D. Hunter interview on file with LCDAH. Added comments will appear in 'C..... )
and following full text of interview.

Side One:

AL KEY:

Page 1



"The week before Al got in his wreck, he came by here. He used to come
out here regular. I was making walking sticks for the Mississippi Dental
Association and I was supposed to go to Jackson and get some material, he came
out here and asked me to go to dinner with him the next day. I told him, they
were pushing me for those walking sticks., I told him any day except tomorrow.
I'd never seen him so downhearted..it was an anniversary of the flight and
nothing was going on. They were pushing me for those walking sticks. I told him
‘Let's do it tommorrow.' I couldn't figure out what it was..why he wanted to go
that particular day...Al..he was a firm believer in seatbelts. He had a Ford LTD.
I told him everything has got its place. Around town with a seat belt and
somebody hits you in the door... you don't have a chance. ....Al said he'd take his
chance. (Al Key was killed in car wreck.....insert date)

-1 was making those walking sticks, it hurt me so bad I just quit
making them. It just did something to me. He wanted me to go to dinner with him
but I was making those walking sticks. I made about 100...I haven't made one
since,

Albert Dunn, was a close friend of his, I was going to the hospital and Albert
told me: ‘Atony..it'll haunt you until your dying day..Don't go.' :

I wanted to go up there (hospital) buy he begged me not to go. You see somebody
like that...that's how you remember him.

I was around Al so much. Fred was a good fellow but he didn't have the
vision that Al had. And he wasn't as smart as Al. Al did a lot of thinking before
he ever said anything. When I quit Soule's and went out there, Al wanted me to go
get started. He would work from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. That was his day. He was in
charge of big bases. When you'd work with him a week or two weeks, you were
really tired cause he didn't stop. '

I have some pictures. I got one of my grandpa..John Goodwin Hunter,
His mother was a Goodwin. They always called each other cousin. They kept up
with each other. There was city councilman named Goodwin. You remember
Goodwin-Mayer furniture company. You'd have to figure it out. His mother was a
Goodwin and they was from England and Goodwin Mayer was a descendant from the
same family.

DAVSON: ©She had an estate her father had given her. When they got married they
more 0Or less had a little contract. What was hers was hers and what was his

would remain his.

HUNTER:

Jobn G's father was Anthony Davis Hunter. His mother was a Davis, that's where
he got his name.

When Libbeus Came into County, he must have married a Davis.

Page 2



Date:

DAVWSON: It says 1805. That's the date we have for him coming into this country.
The date is what I want to verify with you.

HUNTER: There was a cemetery way back in the woods from Whynot. You remember
Chief Booker, his daddy was an authority on that area. We went over there and
spent a whole day. There was a narrow road there. I used to know where it was.
There was a cemetery. The tombstones were made out of pine, 2% feet thick. There
was one marble slab that gave the whole history of Anthony Davis Hunter. Nearly
a 4X8 piece of marble., They went to Mobile to have it made, it took a whole
month.. There was a lot of bootleggers down there...they must have got it all
cause there wasn't nothing left, ’

Dawson: I heard another version that one of the McRae boys was back there
cutting timber and he put it on back end of his truck..the marble slab and he

can't find it.
What it said:

HUNTER: It said he was born in 1806, CaRTVRIGHT county, N.C. ..it was a big
county in N.C. It give the whole history on that tombstone made out of marble. I
saw it a number of times.

DAVSON: That proves 1805 was incorrect. Probably that's an error.

A.D. HUnter: That was Anthony Davis Hunter, My grandpa told me he was six years
o0ld when Libbeus came here, That's 1812, ’

Lot of things I can't remember. I talked to a fellow.he had a big paper mill in
Viggins and he took me to his home, He said that they owned a big tract of
land way back on the river going from the coast right straight north. He lived
on that river. It was not a very big river. Close to pascagoula (river) right
straight north. He told us all that land was given to his grandparents around
1812...for settling that land. Anyway, he told me then that this part of the
country....this country opened up to settling in that area..in 1812.Mississippi
Territory.

Hunter Family: There's a set of Hunters at Macon. They've done a lot of research
on it. They have a book they made up. He runs a restaurant in Macon and a
tourist court. Everytime I go north I get a cup of coffee there. [ went up
there... I wasn't trying to claim kin or nothing like that but it was just a good
place to get a cup of coffee, I got to talking to him and he went and got that
book..They all came from England originally and went to North Carolina.

1 got a friend named Phil Hunter who worked for FAA and lived in Valdosta, Ga.

His daddy was a doctor., After he got to know me he told me we were bound to be
out of same bunch of Hunters. Some of my habits were just like his. Then Hunter
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Webb..he was named for doctor over in Alabama. And, this Goodwin was Anthony
Davis wife' ...was supposed to be a descendant of England's Lord Goodwin.
I'd . Like to check that ...it may be just hearsay.

Another thing, when Libbeus Hunter split up...the family split when they were
coming west. They had a book with sermons on the Bible. They broke it half in
two and one took part of it the other took the other. It was printed in 1763, I
gave it to my niece a couple of months ago. I gave here one of those. I can get
it.

DAWSON: Ve'd love to have it.

It was sermons on the Bible. My grandpa took it with him everywhere. They went
through a lot but they always kept that book. It came down from Libbeus from
when he left N.C. It was printed 1763 in Edinburgh, Scotland. ‘

My niece has it now but she would bring it for the records sake.
Dawson: I'd like to display it.

Hunter: It's a sort of thing...They broke it in the middle.

He had front and back and the middle was gone. The back was made out of _
leather. The other went with Libbeus's brother. That Macon bunch got a big, nice
research on it.

Dawson: We are so interested because I feel like the Hunters were perhaps the
first family in the county.

Hunters: They came from Georgia. It must have been a big family. There are
Hunters all aver North Carolina.

Dawson: Libbsus lived here. Ve know that from the records. Later he got Indian
land. Have you ever heard he was any type of a merchant.

HUNTER: My grandpa, John G. Hunter, was an unusual person. He was highly
educated...He could speak Choctaw. I used to go around with him. He could just

rattle it off.

Dawson: That gives you a good signal that they lived with the Indians. The tale
is that the Hunter's had the land as long as water runs downstream and the
grass was green.

Dawson: There were four boys from Libbeus.

Was there a Libbeus Jr. I have run into one around Geiger, Ala. He had land up
there.
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HUNTER: "The thing about it is that back there then..say you had a friend who had
a son.. they'd name it in your honor. John G. Hunter...he was born in 1833 and he
was in Civil VWar. I can give you...it's out there in Rose Hill Cemetery on a
Confederate Tombstone out there. Where he is buried out in Rose Hill. Anyway, his
daddy died, A.D. Hunter, when he was 56 years old. They left his mother and
John G. Hunter a bunch of slaves. Both of them, his mother and he, were religious
type people. They didn't believe in selling slaves.

Al: I loved mechanics and Al loved flying. And, I liked to make stuff and on that
flight Al didn't ask no rules of Civil Aeronautics. Ve's make it liked you
wanted it. Al let me make things anyway I wanted to make them. I didn't have to
g0 by the rules. It was a lot of things that was against the rules...Like for
years and years on where they drained water out of gasoline system...they had no
quick way to do it ...it was quite a job and hard to do in the air...you couldn't
do it. I put a quick drain on it. But I had it fixed to where you couldn't
accidently opened it. It was illegal then... to have a valve on gasoline
system...Al wanted to make aluminum gas pipes and that was unheard of. But, he'd
let me do anything I wanted...that's what I liked about him.

I got letter from him in 1934. That's ...all he had to give me. No money. Then in
the second year , 1935, he didn't have any money til then after the flight so he
gave me $50, A lot of things you do cause you want to do it. It's satisfaction
within. And, can't nobody pay you for that. No matter what you do,if you don't
get something out of it yourself...the money will be gone and you got nothing.

My Grandpa was devoted to his work. Some of 'em left him some land in Texas.
They never went out there and looked at it because they were too busy.

Papa used to farm. He never sold any produce...always gave it away.

John G. Hunter was born in 1833. I need to verify that. A 1ot of my records
got messed up but I got a good picture of him. He was always dressed up in
collar and tie, all the time, and wore a derby. Around home, he'd wear his collar
and tie. But, anyway he inherited a bunch of slaves from his daddy. =His mother
didn't believe in selling them and she taught him it was wrong to sell a human.
At the end of war they had 125. That's what he told me. When he went to war..one
carried his blanket..and the other carried his gun. They went with him and
..stayed with him during the war. He told me he was glad when the war was over.
He couldn't turn ‘em a loose cause somebody else would get 'em. If one of his
boys wanted to marry a girl who belonged to someone else, he'd buy em so they
could be together. But he said it was a problem to feed, clothe, get shoes,
everything for 125 people. And, he was glad and I reckon for a long time Johnny
Hunter had 8 acres down in Vhynot. I remember they told me Johnny Hunter, he
must be dead now, said he had two horses and he didn't have a whip or
nothing.he'd talk to them..tell them to wait for him and they would stand there

and wait.

Page 5



Anyway, Grandpa give em ...in other words, he just moved off and let them have
it. He went halfway between Meridian and Marion and built a house way back
there, There was a road over there going to town. In the winter time they got an
apartment in town. He worked in town. Papa and him both. Papa got married in
1904 and was having the house cleaned up and they were going to moved back out
here., The one that cleaned it up set the house on fire. It burnt up. It must have
been before 1906. He had that house built in nine days..and it wasn't even sealed,.
(8till there INSERT LOCATIOND

My grandpa, John G. Hunter was in Whynot...the Jews in Meridian would come out
and he got to know them real well..when they came into that area..they'd stay at
his house. And consequently he got to know them. So he knew Marks Rothenberg
and all of them real well..So after war, he didn't have no work., They wanted a
cotton weigher the Jews frusted and the farmers trusted. So, he got a job
weighing cotton. The place he weighed is where the parking lot of Citizens
National Bank is now. He weighed cotton from just after Civil War till 1913. Then
he went to work for the Threefoots. Vhen the cotton presses came in, it changed
things up. For years and years, he weighed cotton. He gave the farmers receipt
and that's how they got paid. The Jews had the cotton market sewed up. You
couldn't sell cotton without going through Jews. When they sold cotton it had to
weigh right. The art of if was to estimate how much water it soaked up. He hadad
to estimate so it'd be right when it got to New York. If it didn't weigh right,
the Jews would lose money. Anyway, he was a cotton weigher. He got 10 cents a
bale, weighed 500 bales a day, so consequently he made $50 a day.

During that flight, spark plug in the engine was missing. C. Phillips was a
reporter for the Star. Al had Fred wash the points. So the magnetos starting
hitting. C. Phillips wrote we changed the spark plugs in the air. I told C, I said
‘listen, I said ...anybody with common sense would know you couldn't change plugs
in an aircraft with it running.' He said, "You think I going to kill my best
story.” k
That was one of the last things I talked to Al about..I asked him 'did you ever
get anybody to believe you didn'*t change the spark plugs in the air?'

He told so many people and they told him I know its true because I read it in
the paper. Al, that was one of the last things I talked to him abouf, said ' I
tried to correct it so many times...finally I told em we did cause they wouldn't
believe it no way.'

I'd like it to be accurate.

There was a boy that wrote A Flight fo Remember. Anyway, there's a lot of things
in that book that he related so people would read it:.and I said listen stick to

the facts. But, he'd tell things like he wanted so it'd be interesting and people
Jjust don't like to read just a bunch of historical dates...If there's story woven

around it, they'll read it.

Dawson: We are going to write a factual history of the county. See, when we
cover the Hunter family we will bring you a copy for you to check.
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They were alot of people named for him, my grandpa. Hunter Blanks and Hunter
Culpepper. He was named after John G.. The Blanks family and my granddaddy
was friends.

DAVSON: The Blanks lived down there southeast of Whynot and Hunters were aver
near so they were close together.

HUNTER: Papa said when he was a boy there was a community of people came from
Georgia and they called it Georgia...where they settled. They called it Georgia
and when he went to school they were talking about Georgia and he thought they
were talking about this community. He couldn't get it straight. He thought they
were talking about community. For some reason or- another, he said he couldn't get
it separated.

Always talking about the state of Georgia and it was over in Georgia. All the
settlers down there were from Georgia.

My grandpa used to talk about niggers and slavery times and all ..he always
loved niggers. Every year, he had a place on 10th Ave. in cotton... And, when he
had it hoed and chopped out, he'd have like a party, and have cold
drinks,cheese, sardines and crackers and all that. He'd put the word ocut he
wanted to chop cotton next Vednesday. And, he had about 15 hoes and he'd put the
word out. And, it wouldn't matiter with the old ones who they were working for.
0ld man Jake Webb had a man named Malone working for him. His man told him ‘I
can't come tommorrow I have to chop cotton for Mr. Hunter tommorrow.' Jake Vebb
got mad at my granddaddy hiring his help. He'd just say I'm going to chop
cotton. It'd be more than 15 that would come. The first 15 would hoe and then A
the pext 15 would hoe. Everybody knew when he was going to do it. The first 15
would hoe and then the next 15 would hoe. My granddaddy always picked a lead
man. It was a sight, I used to watch em. The Lead man would say “"Ooooh hump".
The lead man would do the singing and set the pace. Every hoe would come down
at the same time. And they'd hoe around and then the next group would hoe.
There'd be a gang over there..They'd be through before dinner because it was that
many of them. They would all be singing and following the lead man.

My grandpa knew all old Scotch poems and when I'd hear em in school,
I'd already heard them before. (see comments on tape for Scotch poem)

He could recite poems for hours..he knew em all,

SIDE TVWO:

Grandfather John G. Hunter



He wore a 5% shoe., H was a little fellow. During the Civil War, the T (?7_
weighed 32 pounds. He was so little, he couldn't handle a 32 pound T weight, He
told the scale company the scale was too short. He got the scale company to
make it twice as long and with a 16 pound T?/ Then he bhad it made and then
everybody got got to using a long beam.

But, Al, A lot of people didn't realize Al's farsightedness and all Fred had a
good personality and was a nice fellow. But Al looked way ahead.

When I worked at Soule's I was a machinist..it was just like a doctor or
anything else..you'd make one thing for one fellow and he would tell another.
Remember Ferguson Business College...his brother was timekeeper at Soule's. He
would just sit and stare for a long time. He figured out a cotton picker...And, he
got it patented...the basic patent for a cotton picker. International Harvester
wanted to buy it. He's sell it for 6 or 7 million. He liked a million getting
enough, but he wouldn't change. 1H worked on it every year for 20 years until the
patent run out. They had it perfected by then. Brother—in-law W.L. Newton.

Everybody knows who built first cotton gin. But, don't anybody know who got the
basic patent on cotton picker. If it wasn't for cotton picker there wouldn't be
na cotton. For a long time that was a problem, picking cotton. Don't know the
first name of Ferguson. Howard Tatum worked for International Harvester. I think
Howard died, but his wife is still living. V.L. Newton's wife's still living.
Married sisters. They could tell you...but he got the patent on it.

The way 1 got started on it was I was working at Soule's and somebody had
idea. They'd come to me and say can you help me with it. A lot of people got
things I helped developed. For a long time, everybody had an idea. They would
come and say 'Can you keep a secret..if you can't agree just forget it.' I kmew a
lot . This fellow Fergusonm,...I did a lot of work for him. He said, “A.D. this is
secret but I've got everything I got in it..I'm making a cotton picker. I made a
lot of parts for his prototype. I just made the parts of it, It was his idea. But,
1 did a lot.

Something I worked on for old man Will Gilmore..superintendent for Soule's. He
got the basic patent for a valve-controlled vacuum. First he locked all over the
U.S. for one and couldn't find one so he said 'I'll make one myself.' He did and
said 'I'1l patent it.' '

He gave me $10 check on Friday and on Monday the banks were closed. He asked
me what I did with that check. He got a basic patent (19307) At Soule's, we did
a lot of basic stuff. It got to where anybody that wanted to make a patent,
they'd tell me. Only one out of 15 or 20 were any good. Anyway, I've been in on a
lot of patents because I was a machinist...that was my trade.

ALBERT VEENS, old man Albert Veems had an idea every month or two., I made an
impact pecan breaker for him. Before that they used to chop pecans. But that'd
leave sharp edges that were hard to eat. He hadme work on it for a year. Finally,
we got one that would work. Ve didn't patent that one. Champion Patent Pecan
Company got that one. It wasn't patented..they made one and patented it. All
pecan candies pieces are broken now...they don't chopped em.
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This low down son-of-a-gun got ahold of one of the impact breakers. He went to
the Carolinas and patented it. J.C. Penney sold them. But, he didn't make ‘em
right and they weren't no good.

I've got the original impact cracker out in the yard. You take a 2z rifle..little
piece of lead. bust it all to pieces. Vhat I made wouldn't hit it so hard...you'd
shock it...the meat would be soft and everything else would be gone.

1 made a gang of pecan crackers., I bet I made a 100 different kind for Al.. I bet
he had 1,000 when he died. He got up to $60 a piece. I still got the original one
I made for Albert Weems. Albert Weems had a brilliant mind.

That one pecan cracker...I developed...I'dmake it better and make it better...I made
em in 1961 something like when there was still hand pecan crackers.

That old place ...very hard part about the whole idea. The head of the family
owned everything and the children. The children, instead of them owning anything,
belonged to the family. Papa, when I was a boy thought I ought to bring the
money to him. And, when I got married, he just couldn't ...it was a shock to him
that I didn't turn the money over to him. He couldn't understand 1 was married.
He thought I still belonged to the family. For a lot of the old people, that was
the idea. Lot of the children turned their money over to the family.

And, he brought a lot of stuff out here. They found some terra cotta with umbers
on it. I can't help believe it's some of the terra cotta from the courthouse when
they remodeled it. They couldn't figure out where it came from it.

Louis my brother wanted everything like that.

Vell, I tell you Papa...my brother was fthe youngest.Mama claimed me, Papa claimed
my brother. Truth is the truth no matter who it is or where it is. Papa believed
and a lot of the old ones when you trade you weren't confined to telling the
exact truth., We went to trade a Jersey cow to a man and papa said he gave four
gallons of milk and he got mixed up. I said Papa it's two gallons of milk...two
in morning, two in evening. Papa looked at me and that killed the trade.
Webrought the cow on home.he'd done told a lie..He whipped me and told me you
didn't have to tell the truth when you traded. A lot of those old people believed
when you were trading you could lie. But, I told him the truth is the truth. He
never would take me trading no more...but he told me to tell the truth and mama
told me to tell the truth.

(See tape for edited section here on Side TWO:
personal remembrances on recent events.)

If you stick to truth, you'll be all right. If you tell the truth and stick te it,

Like my grandpa said he didn't believe in selling niggers. He had so many, he

had to take care of them. He had to provide shoes, sugar , coffee all that kind
of stuff and clothes...everything. So consequently, he was glad to get out from
under it. No way, could he keep it all going.
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And, papa was a cotton weigher too. Vent over in the Delta had to take down
names. John G. Hunter...my daddy's master in slavery time. Papa told him that was
his daddy's name. They thought a whole lot of him.

KEY BROTHERS:

It was so many people comnected with that. As far as I know, more people werein
it than any other project that was ever in Meridian.

My grandpa was a different type person. I don't know anybody I could compare
him with,

I did want to Pictures of Hunter family, it was John G. Hunter. I have same
negatives,

NAMES ON Pillowcase,, Ma.rka—RDthenberg.

1910: My mama embroidered it.

(Deletion here on selling of property-PERSONAL. See tape for complete versian.)

Beason College:

Beason Pen...held by A.D. Hunter

Beason: First one located where Scottish-Rites building is today.

Hard luck letter from 1930,

Hard times back then. Letter from Depression.

My part of that flight was, and Al of course I didn't do nothing without talking
it over with himif I wanted to do something more or less radical for that time.
The outstanding thing was when we drained the tanks with a quick drain. Before

that, you had to cut all the wire when you drained the tranks. It was a big job,
Now, all the tanks have quick drains to make sure the water gets out,

Page 10



RELEASE

I (we) agree to be interviewed by and to furnish information
to a representative of Lauderdale County Department of Archives
and History, Inc., a non-profit, non-share corporation.

I (we) understand that I (we) are in no manner liable for
any inaccuracies in the facts furnished, although I (we) believe
the facts I (we) relate to be true.

I (we) understand that the information provided by me (us)
may be used by Lauderdale County Dapartment of Archives and History,
Inc. in articles, recordings, tapes and films distributed to
newspapers, radio stations and television stations and any other
form of communications media and may be published in books, pamphlets
or other form by Lauderdale County Department of Archives and

History, Inc.

I (we) understand that in the event of use of or publication
of any of the facts provided, Lauderdale County Department of Archives
and History, Inc. may hold sole copyright thereto.
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EARLY SETTLERS OF LAUDERDALE COUNTY MS

FROM THE MERIDIAN STAR

In mentioning early. inhabitants of Lauderdale County, Mississippi,
it might be well to call attention to the HUNTERS as being among the
first settlers in this vicinity. Records show that LIBBEUS HUNTER and
~ his wife CIARKIE DAVIS HUNTER emigigrated here from Cartwright County,
~ N.C. to the area now known as WHYNOT in the year 1805 bringing with them
four boys, LIBBEUS, ANTHONY, ED AND ISAAC.
A interesting fact concerning the HUNTERS is that they recelved their
“land grant in a treaty with the Choctaw Indians and the great Choctaw
Indian Chief Dancing Rabbit for whom the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek
was named . The orlglnal plot of land recelved by HUNTER was situated in
WHYNOI‘ AND 'I'I—IE: RECORDS 'INDICATE THE LAND WAS CONVEYED "as long as waters
run down ‘hill and the grass grows green". A part of this land was later
purchased by ANDREW BROWN, former Justice of the Peace and former County
. Supervisor of Lauderdale County. BROWN and his second wife lived there
for many years until he purchased the home on the adjoining farm from his
son who moved to Oklahoma. He then sold his original place to ETTA ALLEN

7T BOCKER ‘and husband WILLIAM ANDREW BOOKER.

The HUNTERS are buried on the WILLIAM ANDREW BOOKER place in North
WHYNCT. |

A warranty deed from Jnols G. HUNTER to ANDREW BROWN dated January
17, 1882, conveys the following real property in WHYNOT, MS:

WEST HALF OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION TEN, TOWNSHIP FIVE

RANGE 18 EAST -AND

FIVE ACRES WHICH I INHERITED FROM MY GRANDE_‘ATI—_IE_:RS ESTATE (LIBBENS HUNT-
<7 TER) IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF NORTHFAST QUARTER OF SOUTHWEST QUARTER; AND

NORTHWEST OF THE SOU'I‘HEAST QUARTER OF SOUTH WEST QUARTER OF SEC. TEN,
TOWNSHIF FIVE AND RANGE 18 EAST .
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. . °  DEED RECORD No. 197 .. - 4
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 Personoll; anciared btforg €. the underd ; notery wublic ir «nd for th i
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afcresaid CounLJ A _Eine el tris :
that he sizned znd delivered the withlr cng fore-ciny aesd or the cay und jyezr tisrein i
mentiones s his own voluntery sct cnd <z3d «s such Trustee. :

Given under my henc and oificiel seel, this the K th cey of July, itl. , i

(zzil) . Heerd Walker, Notzry Fublic ’ s
- : 433
s
0CCC0 i3
. CCe Looe1d L., Zboker
., P& ZCCXgF &CELL.L3 o
Te quil cleis Tesa T . Filed for recovg Autust &, 125
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. [
In witness wiereof we heve hereingo set our hands anc seal this. the 1l&ti: day of ;ﬂ /£ k3
July 1555, il -‘é
K. 4. Booker . .0. 4. Booker HiES %._
: o - Q. L. Dooker S S ey ;11| BEFS 3 3
—_— REY <P
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CHOCTAW COUNTY COURTHOUSE BUTLER, ALABAMA MARCH 1, 1984

BOOK S AT PAGE 143 ~ FEB. 11, 1896
J.F. BROWN AND WIFE SAILIE C. BROWN DEED TO C.B. BROWN FOR $150.00
NW4 OF Swy, SWyi OF NWh, SEC. 18, T 11, R 4W

BOCK .S AT PAGE 605 JUNE 29, 1898

C.C. BROWN AND WIFE LEATHEAN BROWN TO F.L. BROWN FOR $560.00
W OF SWy OF SEC. 22, T 14 R 3W AND 12 ACRES IN

NE% OF NW% OF SEC. 27, T 14, R 3W

BOOK S AT PAGE 621 - JUNE 19, 1898

C.C. BROWN AND WIFE LETHEAN BROWN TO JOSHUA RUFFIN FOR $40.00

SE%‘OF SW4 OF SEC. 35, T 14, Re W

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TAKEN BY GEORGE N. RAINER, JUSTICE OF THE PEACE FOR CHOCTAW CO., AL

BOOK Y- AT PAGE 26 JUNE 5, 1902
G.D. BROWN AND WIFE AMANDA E. BROWN TO JAMES MCINTYRE FOR $180.00
TIMBER DEED IN SEC. 19, T 15, R 3 W AND SOME IN SEC. 20

BOOK S AT PAGE 507 NOV: 22, 1897
G.D. BROWN AND R.C. BROWN FOR $100.00 .
TO A. BROAN

NWy , &SW% OF NE% OF SEC. 10, T 5, R 18E IN LAUDERDALE COUNTY, MS
(THIS IS RECORDED IN THE WRONG COUNTY AND STATE)"
GEORGE N. RAINER, J.P., CHOCTAW COUNTY, AL TOOK THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.

BOOK S AT PAGE 511 NOV. 20, 1897
J.P. BROWN, C.B. BROWN, JENNIE BROCK AND A. BROWN - FOR $150.00 °
TO A.BROWN

NW4 AND SWy4 OF NE%, SEC. 10, T 5, R 18E, LAUDERDALE CO., MS

(THLS IS RECORDED IN THE WRONG COUNTY AND STATE ALSO, PLUS IT IS THE SAME DESCRIPTION
AS THE ABOVE DESCRIBED DEED TO ANDREW BROWN FROM G.D. AND R.C. BROWN). . IT MUST HAVE .
BEEN THE INTEND FOR G.D. BROWN, R.C. BROWN, J.P. BROWN, C.B. BROWN AND "JENNTE BRON .
BROCK TO SELL ALL TITLE AND INTEREST IN THE NWy AND THE Sws OF NEj OF SEC. 10, T 5,
R 18E, LAUDERDALE CO., MS TO ANDREW BROWN AND IT WAS JUST DONE BY TWO SEPARATE DEEDS: -
AS THE FIVE OF THEM COULD NOT GET TOGETHER AT THE SAME TIME. GEO. N. RAINER BEING A "™ ™
CHOCTAW COUNTY, AL JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, HE RECORDED THE DEEDS IN THE COUNTY AND STATE
HE WAS IN......AND THAT WAS WRONG. IT COULD HAVE BEEN CORRECTED AND RE-RECORDED IN

LAUDERDALE TATER.
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BOOK W 389 " "Nov. 8, 1901
C.B. BROWN AND WIFE MARY B. BROWN TO C.E. DEDWYLDERLANDINSEC 13, T 11, R 50

BOCK 2 AT PAGE 233 Nov. 30, 1903

C.C. BROWN AND LEATHERN BROWN TO MARTON CR(W\]ELL AND VIRGIL COLEMAN
Wk OF SWy OF SEC. 22 -
NE% OF NW% OF SEC, 27

Ws OF NE% OF SEC. 27

SE% OF NW% OF SEC. 27

NE% ®F NWl’ OF SEC. 27

E% of S.E 4% FO SEC. 27

SW4 PF SE% OF SEC, 27

E% OF NE% OF SEC. 34

ALL IN TOWNSHIP 14, RANGE 3 WEST AND BEING A TOTAL OF 304 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

BOOK 3 AT PAGE 580 )
C.B, BROWN AND WIFE MARY B. BROWN oCT. 2, 1904
O E.J. CAMPBELL EOR $24O 00



