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contd % JAMES LAFAYETTE BLANKS, SR.FAMIL

- ) . ! ‘.’
JAMES LAFAYETTE BLANKS was a Baptist Minister. Was paggor of Pace'ss%t%”
Baptist Church at one time and they Lirved in the peighborhood. S
He was a member of the Second Regt. of Miss. Ca¥glry, CSA. (His sword-. .=
is in the Masonic Lodge at Sugumlena, Lauderdale Countyse Mississippi.) .-
He served as a Pvt. in Company C. of this Regt. -- Company C. was known'::
as Lauderdale Cavalry of Lauderdale County, He enlisted March 8, 1862, at

Lauderdale. )
FROM: Department of Archives and Bistory - Jackson, Mississippi._  *

Company C --- surrendered at Citronell, Ala., May 4, 1865 and was
parolled at Gainesville, Ala., Mayl, 1865.  ($ee copy of roater.)

- m]2 - Blanks, Jas. Private -Lauderdale GCo., Miss." :

FROM vhotostat of Muster Roll - National Archives, Washington, D. C.

Celia Ann (Powell) Blanks - dtr of:

John Osbourn Powell III
B. November 29, 1793, in Newbern, Craven Count N.C.
D._Decemberfzg, 1863, in Yantley, octaw County, Ala.

- ——

And Mary Bloan . .
B. February 25, 1795, in ggiggggg;n, Duplin County, N.C.

D.July 5, lﬁ]h, in Yantley, Choctaw ngpty,_éig.

Counyy,,Ala.

Both buried Concord Baptist Church Bemetery, Yantley, Choctaw

@

They married - May 3, 1818, Yantley, Choctaw County, Ala.

The Marquess de LaFayette (1757-1834) was in America, 1777-1779, an@, ;

made two trips, 1784 and 1824, Adm ration for him was v peciglly"
by many people in 1824 and his namé entered many a family Bible. He, .

yisited Georgia and Alabama on his trip in 1824. James Lafayette‘Blanksi
@gga?ornfin 825 - S0 it is easily seen why he has Lafayette for a "
m e name. - ' . . ,

mLutie" (Smith) Blanks entered Jefferson Davis Soldier's home July 9, f
1931 and at that time was 80 years of age indicating she was born S

1851, ‘She died August 28, 1933, and was buried in Beduvo emetery."
FEOM: Beauvoir, Jefferson Davis Shrine Records. — —= .
She was:the widow of William Smith and had two. known.sons: Charlie,

md. Nor ﬁﬁerce and Willie md. Cora Williams. Elmef Smith who ran
"The Spot" here in Meridian for years, is a son of Willie and Mrs.
Nolie'Glascock is a daughter,

1860 CENSUS RECORD - LAUDEHDALE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI - Beat No. 3 -

Daleville - p. 89 - No., 62//007 M
J. L. BLANKS Age 34  Farmer Born in Georgia
Ann C.* .27 Dom. Bus. . N.C.
A John 5 Miss.
Gﬁi/ William , 3 Miss.
James - -8/12 : Miss.

\

(Don't under stand the "Ann C." as her name was Celia Ann Powell) .
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'SON OF WILLIAM HENHY, GH, AND NARCISSA (YOUNG) BLANKS

ancy B 505, W, |
dt“’"’ﬂa é"m’zz 1ggs B+ Septemben.a®, 1Wmm-ce&y

l.
JAMES LAFAYETTE BLANKS, SR
B. January 3, 1825, in Georgia =~ probably greene County.

D. May 30, 1896, in Lauderdale County, Mississippi ya
Buried - Suqualena Cemetery, Suqualena, Lauderda e County, Mis 1ss?p

Married lst. DAUGHTER OF JOHN OSBCURN PO..-}:.LL, III AND HIS /-
WIFE, MARY SLOAN o

B fgﬂ 33 CLLIA LN POWELL

North Carolina &
4““‘15‘2&“‘20;’ Buried - Hickory GGrove Baptist Church Cemet,ery, |

. }fﬁ' <&
tg?ﬂ?b> , " Lizelkia, Lauderdale County, Mlssisgpppi
h>

2 ?afi‘o*‘”ﬁ

Marriad - Octbber 8, 1853,- Yantley, Choctaw County,. Alabama
CHILDRnN (A1l born in Lauderdale County, Mississippi) e

1. John Powell Blanks, b. December 3, 1854, d&ouliidwéniver 21 1932
Lauderdale County, Mississippi. Buried in Suqualena Cemetery, :
Suqualena, Lauderdale County, Mississippi. He did not marry. !
Worked for GM&0O Railroad. There is no marker on his grave,

2. William David Blanks, b. September 1, 185%7. (See L@ter) i
3. dJames Lafsyette, Blanks, Jr., b. December 8, 1859. (See Léter).'

L. Jefferson Franklin Blanks, b. February 17, 1862. (oee Later) -
Oc7. 1% Loy .
& 22 1868 e ;CXLi {\

5. Robert Allen Blanks, b. June 10, 1865, died vefy young',

buried beside his mother in Hickory Groie Baptist €hurch Cemeterydqix
Lizelia, Lauderdale County, Mississlppi, . . ,

6. Laural Matilda Blanks, b.

Mississipri, d ‘ ég
7. Mary Ann Eliza "Mollle" Bkanks, b. August

rigl '1 ’

>\ ﬁh P A TR -

Married 2nd. y \ c&\@k f\ 74 33€§
AND %IDOV OF WILLIAM SMITH ¢

LOUISE VICTORIA "LUTIL" (POUL) SMITH
B. 1851

D, August 28, 1933, in Biloxi, Harrison County,

Mississiupi o
Buried - Beauvoir Eemetery, Biloxi, Harrison County,

Mississippi
Married - December 27, 1886 - Lauderdsle County, Mississippi

Children: - None

Continued next page-
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0. S. Moore Longtime Clerk At Pine Grov

-3'33 By JIMMY THOMPSON

On September 9, 1870 three

ministers and a gr oup of
citizens gathered at Litchfield
-schoolhouse near Collinsville.
" The result of that meeting was
the formation of Pine Grove
Baptlst Church, located a half
mlle to the east.

* The centennial year will be
.-celebrated today at Pine
. Brove Baptist Church, located

four miles east of Collinsville
--;w1th Sunday School at 10 a. m..
nd the worship service at 11.
raining Union will be at §:30
With the wership service at 7
. m, "Prayer meeting is held
.‘at the church at 8 on Wednes-
day night.
N. L. Clarke, for whom
‘Clarke Junior College was
named J. L. Blanks and A.
‘Gressett (the church’s first
“pastor) were the ministers
Who established the church.

o Prgsent ~at the formatloni

were Joshua McLemore, C, N.
Yarbwugh 0. G. Brown, W,
J. McNair, B. N. Williams,
John Mosley, E. Mosley, John
Wood, Mary E. McLemore,
Sara
Ann Ezelle and Julia Ezelle. .

During the 100 years,
people have been baptized at-
Pine Grove.

A new church was built be-

tween 1908 and 1910 and the

- bresent building in 1952.

The. celebration will include
dinner on the grounds at 12:30
with an after noon
beginning at 2 o'clock.

. Features of the affair will be

the church (history, recognition
of former pastors a message

by a former. pastor and thé .

wearing  of old fashioned
clothes of a century ago.

But clothing ‘was not the
only dilference between the
old and the new. .

On  September 21, . 1870

P. Yarbrough, Rebecca.

807 .
" brother was requested to at-

service.

name was _
. the fellowship” of the church

B \_&.
—Phot

e Baptlst

0. G.
"Brown and C. N. Yarbrough
were chosen for a committee
to prepare “‘rules of decorum’’
~ for the church. On October 22
the committee asked for more
.time, which was granted.

Joshua MecLemore,

.On February 18, 1871 a
tend the next regular meeting
of the conference and answer
to charges that he had been
dancing.

On March 4 the brother ap-
peared before the conference
and said he had danced and
that he was sorry. The church
pardoned him.

At the July meeting a sister
confessed to the charge that
she' had danced, and was
pardoned. o

On September 2, 1971 a
brother was liBerated to ex-
ercise in public. A sister’s
“withdrawn from.

‘first clerk,

‘year ago.

"because she had joined
church which was not con
sldered orthodox. .| |

- In October, 1871 0. G. 'BxOWI
was chosen as a deacon .| §

In July of 1872 twe brother:
admitted to havirlg  beé
drunk, saying that they were
sorry and the church pardonec
them. S

For swearing or havmg

“‘conduct unbecoming a Chris-
tian” the church usually
ejected a brother or sister,
lack of attendance often cou-
pled with their transgresswn.

Mediated Differences .

Another responsibilit
assumed by the early churc
was to mediate difference
between members of thé
church, one such event oc-
curring at the May 1 1875
meeting. :

These records were kept for
the most part by one man and ;
his son, who served as clerks
of the church for approx: .
imately 95 years of the
church’s 100 year span. N

Joshua McLemore ‘was: the-:
leaving to help.
organize the QOak Grovee.
church at Bonita about three'a
vears later.

W. G. H. Moore then
became the clerk, keeping thg.]
church records for the next 55
years. His son, 0. S. Moore”,
then kept the record for the
next 40 years.

Moore passed the clerk’s Job
on to Steve Tucker about a

~

Rev. James E. Step‘)ens the y
present pastor, is the third
Stephens to serve the Pine.
Grove church, which still -
stands in the approximate spot
where it was first constructed
a century ago.




By JIMMY THOMPSON

On September 9, 1870 three
ministers and a group of
- citizens gathered at Litchfield
schoolhouse near Collinsville,
“The result of that meeting was
.the formation of Pine Grove

:Baptlst Church, located a half

mlle to the east.
 The centennial year will be
,celebrated today at Pine
. :Grove Baptlst Chur'ch localed
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Yarbrough, 0. G. Brown, W.
J. MecNair, B. N. Williams,
John Mosley, E. Mosley, John
Wood, Mary E. McLemore,
Sara P. Yarbrough,
Ann Ezelle and Julia Ezelle.

During the 100 years, 807 .
" hrother was requesied to &t-

people have been baptized at
Pine Grove. '

A new church was built be--

tween 1908 and 1910 and the
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were Joshua McLemore, C, N.

Rebecca:

—Photos By Jlmmy

Joshua McLemore, 0. G.

‘Brown and C. N. Yarbrough

were chosen for a committee
to prepare ‘‘rules of decorum’
for the church, On October 22
the committee asked for more

,time, which was granted.

On February .18, 1871 a

tend the next regular meeting
of the conferzance and answer
to charges that he.had hean

’ ‘Sjup"c-la"y,. Sepf.emi;:er->2'0; i 970

‘first clerk,

because she had joined f"a’
church which was not con-
sldered orthodox. ., ., .
- In‘October 1871 0. G. BmWn
was chosen as a deacon; | §H;
In Jily of 1872 two brothet‘s
admitted to having beén*
drunk, saying that they were
sorry and the church pardon' g
them.
For swearing or having
“conduct unbecoming a Chris:
tian” the church usually -
ejected a brother or sister,
lack of attendance often cou-
pled with their transgression.,
Mediated Differences :
Another responmblllty
assumed by the early churc?
was to mediate differences’
between members of . theY
church, one such event oc-.
curring at the May 1 1875"
meeting.
These records were kept for
the most part by one man and .
his son, who served as clerk;'
of the. church for approx:
imately 95 years of the
church’s 100 year span. P
- Joshua McLemore ‘was .the:
leaving to -help:
organize the Oak Gr.ove:
church at Bonita about three"'
years later.
wW. G H. Moor'e

then:




~ Fourth in official reports.
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i J / L SECOND REGIMENT=CAVALRY . =  :o .o . oihi
orty—seventh :Ln the consecutive liat, called Forty-second 1n early roJ.ls and

c°lonela--A. P. Maaon, not confirmed_
assigned July 21, 1864.. . oo o
Lieut., - 0010nel--James Gordon. . - R
Majors--J. L. Harris,.Jon J. Perry. L
Adjutant-=John A.. Wile'y, 1864~66,...: =
Asste Surgeons--Thomas. Gaddls, 1862-65; ,J . M.
Quartermaster--Je. De Wiade, .1861=66¢- . ..l
Non-comiastoned staff’ “in’ December, - 1864-‘-.--'1“‘_._5
%y . Ho Brown, Quq.rtemster-Sergeant- Ay ,M,o{u'
orderly; W. Be Anderson, . Color Sergeaqt- ,

........l.‘...’."'...‘.....l....l.l........

Company C, Lauderdale Caval:ry of’ Lauderd.ale Gounﬁy,
at uerdale._,‘; _ ‘ i

Captaina-— W. V. Raney, William A, ngers. Sy D ; e
First: Tieuténants--illiam A, Rogers, N. Re “Carter o
Second Lieutenants=-Je M. Do McElroy, .T. Walke I o
Third Lieutenmt"-S. J. Willis-‘ . e

0010nels--Peter B Starke, ‘Joshua' Ty HoBee,;" omissiongd‘Apz:il
ed Brigadier General

Lieutenant COImels--Smel W, Ferguson, .pl
commiissfoned May 10, 18633 Se. Se. Chamnionma
Majors--Edwarg .fe Jones, captured at, ¥Fra {
Joshis. T, HaBed, . comissioned, May " 10, 186:5- G."]:
April 1, 18 L »
Adjutant--Se He Starke. . ' '
Quartqrmaster--ﬂ.ﬂ. Smith.
Commissary--James Hazlett. e
Surgeons--Re B, Naury, Cs Rs Mayson,

Asst. Surgeenss Se Ward. We T W
comﬁ.aaioned Nova 16, 1864, .. ,
ig 1nal officers commi

or
starke was camanding ‘brigade after. ‘25

This regiment (28th) was ogganized earl“y._ 362, hrée- yoo xbre
to the requisitions upon the State for “infan ntry,, It is um’qer secu;;:.vo:l.y
with .the infantry regiments., The original’ orficers-Starke, Ferguson and" ‘Jonés -
- wore commissioned Febe 24, 1862;. the. regiment -wWas. reported May 14 in ocAmp o
at Jackson, where it was organized. Colonel Starke:was & men of ,_omﬂlnagda;m -
who had been the Whig candidate for Congress_ in 1846" £o . gucce
Davis. Ho had orgenized a cavalry cmgany “dn. his “homs count, Bdl,va.r ggrly\
in 1861. Samual Wragg Ferguson, Lieut-CoJ,onel, ,wais 8 native. of’ Sov,th cai'qlmg
Graduate of West Point, who resigned a Second. L:.gute oy “Ir "the. First Dragomm
United States Army, to enter the. Corifederate -gervices Ad’a, 51‘183‘1161“5\
he was associated with. Mississippl troops ‘thrpughout the war,., The first dtt,ve
service of the .reglment was oceaslioned by the. nayal ‘attack on v:.cks'bur P
beginning in May, 1862. Five companies of Starke's. Cavalry’ reinforced Genl

M. L, Smith, at Viekshirg, and were posted to. watch the flanks, along tli,e_!azoo
and below Ve.nnanton on the Mississippi..In June the ‘Secretary of Taxr Qunter-
manded oBder Qapt. W. He Jackson, stationed on the Big Blagk River, ~ a.
burn all cotton In reach, whether thable to fall into eneémy's hands or-not."

Regiment reported 262 present tyoops of Genujty T Smith, Aug 27, 862,
i

ﬂ:a
£y

/»a'...qvﬁ
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? ._~Pé.ge. 2; ,f;_Activities of Second Regﬂment—Ca\ialry, mergeﬂ tlvlith‘ Twenty-eighth ‘
/' Regiment-Cavalry. _ | T

.- Later the regiment was at Gamp Burrus, in Bolivar County. They operated.
1long the river and in the swampy country, where many contracted fever,. . . .
_September, 436 present; 865 present and absent,. .. .. Y T UL T
;. There is a Federal Ffeport of an expedition from the Misscurl ghote to Bollyar
. County and a skirmish with four ocompanies &f Bolivar County.troops, neat, ‘Totten!:

. . .-plantation, Coshoma County, August 2, X862. September. 14, part, at :waa:ﬁ “of the

M

{ - regiment was in a skirmish near Préntiss, Bolivar County; Seéptember 19 the
. _.attacked some transports at Niblett's landing on the Mississippl, oppasite .. ..
-:Island # 10, Thence they retuined to Camp Burrus and from th moyed .

A,
2

---Panola, In October Colonel Starke was ordaﬂx?{v,»-ﬂliﬂ;i"!lif own R
‘ycommmend, to-attack a Federal force opposit ,:;ﬁe;.ena, ‘but_no actions AppYers. |
| -torhave resulted. = e T T R
i .. -Gompany .I, Captain Johnson, was at Vicksburg in December, 1862, and.took ...
| ..part-in-the Chickasaw Bayou campalgn, while: the remainder of the regimént, il
| .raccording to Federal reports, was engaged with Steele!s ex emtm;'rgh@gg
2-.4in the -vieinity.of Panola, in the same month, In Ja.nuarifj?eea, 6. reginent
.was assigned with Pinson's end Ballen%ine!s Regiments, to the I '
. ..Brigade of Gen, W, T. Martin's Division of the ecavalry army.und
¢ .-Dorn, about 7,500 strong, which made the campalgn in Nlddle Tennesdee €&
- in’ 1863, ' supporting General Bragg's army, then én the Shelbyville line.
- Regiment moved from Okolona to Columbia, Tenn., in February, about 62B.sbr
.+Ehey: were present at the battle of Thompson's Station, March 5,. bat hel :
-reserves were in the skivmish with Minty's Cavalry at Thompsén's Statfom,
. <:Mapch: 9, -and actively engsged in the attack on Franklin, April 10, Genséral
~ ccGranger reported that the Fortieth Ohlo Infantry, after a sbubborp fig
E /- Pyag: £inally foreed to fall back through the town to the river, and it wais
Tollowed by a part of the Twenty-eighth Mississippi- Cawvaly maer. Lh8 .. s
- command of Major Edward P, Jones. But few of the regiment who oame into town
returned." The regiment suffered a heavy loss in killed wounded and ‘eaptured
~ In @eneral Orders, April 10, 1863, General W, H, Jackson mentioned "the. (
..and meritorious conduct of officers and men of the Twenty~eighth Misslasippid
¢ Cavalry, in the charge upon Franklin. today, When ordered to charge Into town,
-, they daid so promptly at their swiftest speed, and although in the face of tp,g
. .enemy's batteries and houses lined with sharpshooters, they.drove everything’
. resistlessly before them and pushed their victorious columms to the. bank of -
. the Harpeth River, killing an wounding a considerable number of the enemy,. .
. and upon returning formed in good order in an open fleld.in easy rangs and -
" -under the well-directed fire of the enemy's heavy gunss To shog the dange :
which they were exposed, attention is diregted.to the offlelal report of - .~
- k11led, wounded and missing. The charge toddy into Franklin, under sugh ade "
werse circumstances, finds no parallel in this war, and will embellish another
- page of the history of our country with the martiai acchievements and glory
.. of Southern arms." \ e
+° . Van Dorn's campaign, during which he lost hts life in a private affair, .
+.1eft Mississippi open to Grierson's raid and Grant's adyance from Brulnsbu
1 to Jackson-and the Yazoo River. The Twenty-elghth, leaving Tenneapee May. lly.
...remched Mechanicsburg June 7, a march of about 400 miles. During.the following
- operations Cosby's and Whitfield's (Texas) Brigades constituted. the dlvisign of
General W, H., Jackson. June 22, 1863, Lieutenant-Colonel R C. Wood, with ~ .
- Starke's Regiment, Major J. T, McBee commanding,and Adam's Regiment, Captain
- 8« B, Cleveland commanding, attacked a detachment of the Fourth Iowa Cavalry
under Major Parkell, which had been sent to blockade the road at Birdsong's
ferry on the Big Black. Parkell had with him one howitzer, which was posted
at the head of a narrow lane, strongly fenced on each slde, and repeated
charges were made up this lane before the Federal force could be started
and the gun captured. Wood reported 5 killed, 16 wounded and 1 missing, and

and that he took 33 prisoners. . 5




?/;/ - . e el  h ‘ o gl e C e
/bage '3-- Aotivities of Second Regiment-Cavalry, merged with Twenty<eighth’
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4  iments killed. October 14 McPherson's expedition 'sét out ‘from Vieksburg"

.~ Ballentine's Regiments. lis headquarters was Clinton. He continued in tp;gwé

 Springs, South to Quitman and East about twenty miles. This was all preparatory

e 24
o ﬁg

A e e A iaes e e S

Reginient-0avalry.

Parlesll ‘réported 8 killed and 16’wounded, 4 mortallys Wood, ‘in his report °-
-sgorded: that' "the great gallantry'and elan displéyed by Major McBee and the .
J£Eicens ‘and ‘men' of 1ila command." This "famous affeil'1s lmown as the B ttle ‘of ©
Bear ‘Oresk. Companiés A and Py under Captein ‘Qldnton,’were particularly-dls- . _
tinghished, ‘In his firial veport, General‘Pembertoi merticned Privates X, 0 “Walke:
and Charies MoInroe, of Major W. Hs Jackson's Cavalty, pdrt of this rsgiment,
as ‘among those who carried dispatches through the Federal lines to or from .
General Johnston: ‘July 4''the regiment moved from Mechanicsburg to Birdsong's
Ferry,  and’ as 'Johnston's army fell back to“Jackson;:they skirmished with ‘Sherman!:
advande July 7, and fell back covering Johnston's’ retreat,’ skirmishing fre- .. """

. quently and resisting a charge of cavalry at Blinton. Just before the evacusiion
 of:Jaeckson, July 16,  they went to the Federal rear, and re=-crossed Pearl' River

after the retreat of Johnston to Morton. . . L L.
After the evacuation of Jackaon by Sherman, the regiment was at or near Clinton

_untiY moved: to Brownsville in Sebtember.fOétobéb»IO:detachméﬁﬁs@frdﬁfSﬁhrka%Hg_

and Wirt Adams' Regiments were attacked near Port Glbson by aﬁforpeﬁoﬁgilgiq;iﬁ
and: Wisconsin Cavalry, whose gommanding officer reported 11’oftthextwoﬁrﬁg*“ﬁﬂm.-

3

ing to '‘go to: Canton, but on account of the effective resistance mads, procesd
no:.further than Clinton. There were engagements at Brownsville, October'1ps -
on: the ‘Canton road near Brownsville, October 185-16; Near the-Clinton and Vern
cross>roads, October 16; at Bogue Chitto Cheek, and mear Livingston, Oct
and’ pear ‘Clinton, October 18, in which all or pabts of the Tegiment wers. en
After this the regiment was on- guard duty between the Pearl 'and Big Blagk =
Rivers to the close of the year. December 25, 1863, Colonel Starke was put lin .
command of the brigade, then including the First, Fourth Twenty-eighthfan&“%"‘

iy

sinmand, -in Jackson's Division, under the organization of phe "cavalry, vard
in’ 1864, under Ma jor-General S, D. Lee. S AT e e £

' ‘ ’ . * * * ‘* L e . .‘ . ,* PR .:wx"?." @ .

cAt: the' outset of Sherman's raid to Meridian, the brigade met ths ndyance of. -
Hurlbut's eolumm near the Joé Davis plantation, glving battle thers Februliry 4,
the Twenty-eighth being commanded by Major MecBee. General Wirt Adams likewise
encountered MePherson'e colum, but neither Confederate force: was strong enough
to.make serious resistance. Next day, having retired through Clinton, and: .. .
Captain Ratliff reporting a flank movement on the Springs road,, Starke. fell
bagk through Jackson and out on the Canton road. General,Spg:@an"repcrtgghJﬁﬁyﬁ;
February & was "one continuous skirmish forflefmilesg'butEWe*did*nptﬁaiipW>ﬁ e

enemy's cavalry to impede our march; but got to Jackson‘th&tfnigh@jbﬁjﬁégﬁbégiﬁg"
4 N L3y

cavalry

AR .

Loring: and French were marching at the timp to concentrate with t
at Jackson, but were too late, "We got into Jackson first, secured thelre -
pontoon bridgeg repaired it and commenced crossing Pekarl E¥ver on the 6.and
the '7th marched into Brandon." Starke, under the immediate direction of Gen

. N S

eral-Jdackson, followed, and had: a brisk engagement before Meridisn on. the' l4th,
with Wisconsin Cavalry fighting on foot. Shermen then begun: the destruction of
Meridian, as the great military center of the Southwest. He reported: "For & 'days
10,000 men worked with-a will....Meridlan, with its depots,‘qborehpuaes,wﬁgSQQQl,
hospitals, offices, hotels and cantonements no longer exists:” The railroad '
was also destroyed from Jackson to Meridian, frOm“MeriaIan'north'tdjLaﬁgéﬁdﬁlé

to the campaign against Atlanta. Forrest and Chalmers were busied with 'S¢
Smith's ecavelry raid from Memphis, which was easily routed in the woods, 0
“akatonchee Creek. Starke walted three days about Meridian and then healso
.ent to help against Sooy Smith, but found on reaching Starkville that Smith
was routed.




o r - 7
,fpgé-LS--Activities{ S

of Second Regiment-Cavalry, merged with Twenty-eighth
giment-(}avalry : B -

U When Selma was, taken ‘they were cqmpelled to retira in the night, thir q;;gﬁﬁ}
i across the Cahawba Rivar, aftgn_ug4gg, to. Livingston and went m‘_bmm%
i camp, 1ih - Up o0 April 31, 1865, The cap- |
"o : d‘Mﬁy-4,-1865. The cavalry 4
. ed. as Gainesville, Ala,, May 22, ﬁ
. ‘ ’ 5 1B .», 7
‘B? %43

. A\
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' | ONE FAMILY RECORD —_— ¢y

. ,

2 Sheet No. e REa, U, PAT. OFF,

‘ G JOHN OSBOURN POWELL, IIT _

§_ "\ Husband's Name L ‘ (A) CENSUS

H MARY SLOAN=POWELL o ,

g ' wuwa;;gr;emr aaocrAw COUNTY, AILA o (B) CENSTS.

N 2 . (c) CENSUS'R
(D) WILLIAMS
(E) DICKSON

k]

MADE IN U.8.A. .

MADE IN U.g.A,

o

LEFAX, muuozmink 7. ;;A,

ORIGINAL COPR. 1510 BY.& G, PARKER -

ol

n‘.
o
<

o JOHN O, POWELL WAS BORN TN WEW

BERN. BATH PROVINCE, WHICH IATER
BECAME CRAVEN COUNTY, FORTH CAROLINA.
WHEN FOUR YEARS OF AGE, AFTER THE
DEATH OF HIS MOTHER, HE WAS TAKEN BY
| _HIS FATHER, JOHN OSBORN POWELL, II,

| 'm0 BE REARED BY EIS AUNT SUSANNAE
\  POWELL~CARR=-DICKSON. THIS WAS AT

MAGNOLIA, DUPLIN COUNTY, "NeCe HIS

FATHER UR CHAS B TRACL OF LAND CONe
SISTING OF 1, 700 ACRES WHIGH-HE VAS-

TO COME INTO POSSESSION OF UPON HIS .2].ST '

El
PE RN

§

)

!

,{ BIRTHDAY. THIS IAND LAY AND com:nsr‘b
‘v WEAT IS5 NOW THE TOWN OF KENANSVILLE,

i ~DUPLIN COUNTY; N.Ce N TEIS TRACI OF LAND

»; WHERE STANDS THE COUNTY COURHOUSE TH]IS 10T
WAS ACCEPTED AND DEDUCTED FROM THE MA.IN BO
MIGRATED WITH F]FTEEN OTHER OLD FAMIL

i
i

IS NOW CHOG]TAW COUM‘Y.

YDUNDERS OF CONCORD BAPTIST CHR G, IANTLEY,

I¥ OF IAND., IN 1842 HE

TES OF NCRTH CAROLINA TO AIABAMA.
\ SRIED THE NOTHERN PART (F WHAT

R JAS, WITH HIS WIFE, MARY SLOAT, AMDNG THE

.; _

A

" (¢) DEED, "B
ocr. 10,

GEIOCI.‘AW COUNTY AIA.BA.'MA.

.

e AL XIS mum I'EMJ.BI‘-B'];
(D) RECORDS FROM FAMTLY BIB’

(E) .UNITED STATES CENSCRS B

(F) UNITED STATES CENSCRS




-

/

- PHILADELPHIA 7, PA,

——

X

'r ‘ V No. h
'ONE FAMILY RECORD
;gl Sheet No. TR.MK. REQ, U.3. PAT. OFF,
5 Genent.lon :
§ Hubeots Nume__SIOAT, DAVID, 111 .
£ e s i TACY BOWS TR
t WAGNOLIA, DUPLIN COUNTY, NRTH
° CAROLINA, U.S.A,
Remarks
3
ig o (T
-
3 5

(A) REVOLTT IONARY WAR REGO}
SLOAN, III, WHO 1A
NGRTH CAROLINA. .

(B) LEITER WeITrey 7o BENI/
COUNTY, NORTH GAROLINA
CHILDREN OF DAVID SLo’

(C) RECORDS FROM mrry BY

(D) RECORDS FROM FaMTLY BIB-
(E) UNITED STATES CENSCRS B

(F) uNTrED STATES CENSQRS ]

o
b

e



STATE DF MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
P. O. BOX 571
JACKSON 5, MISSISSIPPI

CHARLOTTE CAPERS April 20. 1961

DIRECTOR

Mr. William L. Blanks
2514-34th Avenue
Meridian, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Blanks:

In compliance with your request of April 17, | am enclosing
a certificate of the military service of James Blanks, as shown in the
Official Confederate Military Records on file in the Department. Also
enclosed is a certificate of the military service of F. Blanks.

You may be interested to know that Company C of the
Second Regiment of Mississippi Cavalry, CSA, was known as the Lauder-

Lauderdale.

Your request for genealogical information concerning Ludie
Smith has been referred to Mrs. Jane Melton, genealogist for this De-
partment . | feel sure you will hear from her within the next few days.

Whenever we can be of further service to you, please do
not fail to call on us.

Sincerely yours,

Clloionlea Ciers

Charlotte Capers
CC:n

enclosures




DEPARTMENT OF
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
JACKSON

April 20, 1961

CHARLOTTE CAPERS
DIRECTOR

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF HINDS

CITY OF JACKSON

This is to certify that the Official Confederate Military
Records on file in the Department of Archives and History show that
JAMES BLANKS was a member of the Second Regiment of Mississippi
Cavalry, CSA; and that he served as a Private in Company’C of this

Regiment.

WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL THIS THE TWENTIETH

DAY OF APRIL, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY ONE.

CHARLOTTE CAPERS

DIRECTOR

/6i



COMPANY C, SECOND MISSISSIPPI CAVALRY
Co. S. A. '

Surrendered at Citronnelle, Ala., May 4, 1865 and paroledvat Gainesville,

Ala., May 14, 1865.

1. Walker, R. P lst. Sgt. Lauderdale County, Miss.
2., Siliman, S. 2nd. Sgt. " " "
3. Miles, J. D, 3rd. Sgt. ! " "
l}. Graham, Wo Jo ll»th. Sgto " " "
5., Walker, W, T, lst. Corp. " n "
6. Pender, J. E. 2nd. Corp. " " n
7. Tull, 3rd. Corp. " " "
8. Wood, J. W, kth. Corp. " n "
9. Bell, J. W, Private " " "
10, Ball, Private " " n
11, Blanks, F. Private n " "
12. Blanks, Jase. Private " n "
130 BurEO,D. ’ ._P_r_ilati . Y n _n
14. Brown, F. M. Private IR . .l
15. Coll {or Cobb) R. S. Private n " "
16, Calons ( or Calins) Private " " "
17. Creg, J. A. Private " " "
18, Coard, J. W, Private " " "
19. Gibbs, E. C. Private Sumgter County, Ala.
20, Gordon, A. D. Private Clark County, Miss.
21, Gordon, E. B. Private Lauderdale County, Miss,
.22+ Graham, G. J. Private Lauderdale County, Miss.
23. Grossman, C. F. Private Sumter County, Ala.
24, Hamner,G. W, Private Wilcox County, Ala.
25. Hussey, A. G. Private Lauderdale County, Miss.
26, Jimerson, J. G. Private " " "
27. Jones, F. M, Private " " n
28, King, G. W, Private " " "
29. King, B. F. Private " " "
30, Lackey, J. L. Private " " "
31, Lackey, Samuel Private " " "
32, McElroy, K. L. Private " " b
33. McElroy, G.A. Private " " "
34. Miller, J. Private " " n
35, Moore, G. J. Private " " "
36. Moore, John Private " " "
37. Megren, H. E. Private " " "
38, Neill, G. W. Private. " " "
39, Obanon, John Private " " "
L0, Payton, J. F. Private " " "
L1. Rodgers, P. A, Private Sumter County, Ala.
L2, Segars, Re. Private Lauderdale County, Miss.
L3. Segars, B.W, Private " " "
l&‘l—o Sims, We A. Private n " n
L5, Sims, W. A. Jr. Private " " n
L6, Shelton, J. V. Private " " "
L7. Simons, O. G. Private " " "
L8. Stevens, E. S. Private n " "
49. Teral, Joseph Private " " "
50, Tinon, J. F. Private " " "

(7



{

Page 2

51 Tucker, Wm, Private Lauderdale County, Miss.
52, Walker, J. R. Private " " "
53. Walker, R. T. Private n " "

"~ 54, Walker, J. D. Private " " 3
550 webb, Je Re Private i " "
56, Williams, H. Private " " "
57. Williamson, J. L. Private " " "
58, Wood, J. Private " n "
59. Young, J. T. Private " " "
DETACHMENT
60. Joiner, J, J. Private Co. K, 2nd, Miss. Cavalry

Scott County, Miss.
6l. Yarbrough, W. T. Lth Sgt. Co. K, 2nd Miss. Cavalry

Scott County, Miss.

TAKEN FROM PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF COMPANY C, SECOND MISS. CAVALRY RECEIVED
FROM WASHINGTON BY Mr. Lamar R. King, SIDON, MISS.

/8
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P

VOIR SHRINE
| BDARD"

OFFICERS

SETH HUDSPETH
CHAIRMAN
JACKSDON, MISSISSIPP!

MRS. C. Ci MCcGINNIS
Vice CHAIRMAN
HATTIESBURG, MISSISS5IPPI

J. O. SNOWDEN
SECRETARY-TREASURER
JACKSON, MISSISSIFPI

BOARD MEMBERS

WILLIAM H. ROBBINS®

COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI

ROBERT S. BROWN
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPL

5

- o
L

W. A. ELAE'!{(LEDGE‘. MANAGER

BOX 200 WEST BEACH
BiLoxi, MISSISSIPPI

BEAUVOIR

Jefferson Davis Shrine

April 29, I96I.

A w

Mr.william L.Blanks. n
25I4-3L4th Avenue. :
Meridian,

Mississippi.

e

Dear Mr.Blanks;

Replying to your letter relative to aone
Mrs. Ludie Smith Blanks,our records indicate that Mrs.
Blanks entered Jefferson Davis Soldier's Home on July
9th,I93I from Lauderdale County,Mississippi and was at
that time 80 years of age which of course shows she was
born in I85I. Her record shows she was the widow of one
William Smith and gave as har next of kin a Mrs. Bettie
Mosby Blanks, 90I -28th avenue. Meridian,Mississippi.
The record shows futher that she died on August 28th I933
and was biried in Beauvoir Cemetery which is here on our .
property. -

Hopeing this is information of importance to you and

.

thanking you for your inouiry,I am

, N : bl%fi?ﬁly yours //O . }
ST ' ="  W.A.Blackledge,ildnager<
o R ( TOMBSTONE -« BEAUVOIR CEM=ToRY
N \‘;‘.s-;_f : . k‘“,/.. .
P el LAURA V. BLANKS .
D Died August 28, 1933 ;

v hge 82 yrs.




Meridian, Mississippi
July 5, 1961

State Board of Health
Vital Statistics Department
Jackson, Mississippi
Gentlemen:

I am trying to find the birth date of
Ludie Smith Blanks, widow of James L. Blanks. She
entered Jefferson Davis Soldier's Home July 9, 1931
and died there August 28, 1933 and was buried in
Beauvoir Cemetery, Biloxi.

If the death certificate indicates a date
of birth, will you kindly advise.

Yours very truly,

o

i

[
P oy

William L. Blanks

AT






STATE OF MISSISSIPP!
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
P. O. BOX 571
JACKSON 5, MISSISSIPPI

hpril 25, 1961 -

CHARLOTTE CAPERS
DIRECTOR

Mr. William L. Blanks
251, - 34th Avenue
Meridian, Mississippi

Dear Mr. Blanks:

In reply to your inguiry of April 17 I regret that we
do not have any records that would give the birth and death dates of
Iudie Smith Blanks. Birth and death records were not required to be
kept in Mississippi until 1912. If this lady died after 1912 you
might be able to get a copy of her death certificate - which would
give whatever dates were available at the time of her death - from
the Vital Statistics Department of the State Board of Health, Jackson.

You might write the superintendent of the Beauvoir wAzﬁi,U
Shrine, Biloxi, Mississippi, and see what records they have., <

We have census records up through 1880 if you kmew the
place the lady lived at any given census year. Our records are on
microfilm and are not alphabetical so our limited staff camnot check
them due to the time involved. We are glad to recomnend persons out-
side of the Department who do this sort of work for a reasonable fee.

Mrs. Acruman and I became "pen pals! some years ago.
I had not met her personally until a year or so ago when she and her
daughter came by the Department. She has been here once since.
She is a lovely person. I trust you will be able to get the informa-

tion you need without any trouble.
Sincerely yours,
né¢ Melton
lesea Librarian

A6



!
\

Pla
-grave ‘
lofty foothills of the/. Wautubbe
mountain about four miles south
of. Enterprise. o
The stone was almost hidden)
by’ a thick undergrowth of brush
and. briars. Covington ¢leared:
away some of the brush and exaw-
ined the stone. Although black and
‘weathered with age, it was in a
good state of preservation. Thel
carvings were deeply etched, but!
barely readable because of dis--

-coloration. ™ i
While clearing away the brush,!
Covington came upon a smaller|

‘when wopdcutters were. cutting:
‘long leaf pine off the hill ‘mhany
years ago, they might have
the headstone lying down. Per-
haps some good Samaritan set it
back up facing the wrong direction.
* Can Find No Descendants

" I.was interested to know if there
were any descendants of the Nor-
ris family in this area. -Courthouse,

| records contain evidence of Wil

Ham S. Norris' activities as early!
as March 1844. At that time, three!

_months after the death of Rebec-.
T _was_recorded:

ioting_the_sale of a_12year-old.
egro girl nam ney to Lou-

‘ca, & [0

stone which he guessed correctly! 152 A. Pool. .
to be the footstone. This, too, car-i ’mfﬁ'&_qfleed records the sale of

ried a carved legend. '

~ Place Hard to Reach
Both stones bore the name Re-
becca Fincher Norris. Covington
told this reporter about the find.

~and in company with Covington!
H f‘an

and his two children, Sandra and
Gerald, I visited the grave.

It is not easy to get to. It is
located on a hilltop about 300-409
yards west of River Road, south
of Enterprise. You . drive down
turn-off road which leads up to
Wautubbe ‘Mountain. About 100
yards south'of the turn-off, you
come.to a culyert which carries a
branch under ‘the road. You' leave
your car there then strike. off into,
the woods on the right side of the
road, following the creek around
till you come to a point where
you can climb the hill. On the
very top of the hill, you will
find the grave.

There are no other graves, nor
any cemetery anywhere near the
place. The burial sife was uw-
doubtedly chosen with some ap-
preciation for the fitness of - lhe
place. Lofty, remote and hard to
reach—it makes the perfect last
resting place.. . o

1 had brought a piece of yellow
chalk: with me with- which I
: cboth stones to make the
le. The chalk
out vividly and

+ment with his second wife, Eliza-
| beth, made on Dec. 18, 1854. In

"four slave children to Mary
| Haynes for $1200. The children
ranged in age from four to eight
years. )
; _Had a Second Wife

Later on, 1854, -Norris recorded
an  instrument dividing seven
'slaves among his children, includ-

\

‘ris, Junior, and his daughters all’

ound{ wi

fing his only son, William 8. Nor-

'Lof whom were married. ______
The last. item of record on Wm,
S. Norris is an interesting settle-

this rather melancholy -document,
Norris gives up his horse and bug-
gy, a rifle, some odds and ends
of household furnishings, and sev-
eral slaves to his ‘wife on condi-
tion that she have no further
claims upon him, his ‘estate or nis
family. From the wording of these
deeds it appears that Norris came
originally from Choctaw county,
Alabama. .

The property on which the grave
is located has been in the Bonney
family of Enterprise since the
early part of the century..Walter
A. Bonney, present owner, said
he didn’t know about the grave:
"and cannot recall ever seeing it,
_although he knows that there are,
some scattered Negro graves, and
an old Negro cemetery on his pro-
perty near Wautubbe.

b

word of the

i

' EBECCA FINCHER ' NORRIS
‘bofn during the revolutionary
i died. Jan.:@ 25th 1844,
i 11 years the
Norris and

So,. much of the mystery sur-
rounding William S. Norris and his
big family still remains a mystery.
Was he a big' plantation man?
Some of the deeds speak of .‘cot-
ton plantings -and_.crops. in the
i Where "did 'the -family. live?,
.time -to ‘make "

of 118 years:
.May she con
peace. "

27



and died in. 1844. Covmgion stumbled]}

hlle hunhng in the Wautubbe hills about!}

% i ;"There 'is no cemetery any-

“place.’ “The stone, though weathered with;

reserved but the inscription was barely read.

ph grapher . rubbed yellow chalk over i
tand out..

thls-person Since Choctaw County was mentlongd
{ . This familyf t-h‘qt I knew lived _near‘the.;hpe




jith Dr. William’ Apper§0
fatiating. ‘He will:

iley Hospitat::He v
r.of First.Christ
- iSurvivors. include’
Nirs Ollie Blanks:.a dauigh
rs. J..D. Mclnnis, Meridi
o ,
a,ﬂmtsvxl]e. “Ala.. Jame
Blanks. Jackson: éight g}
ildren: and four gr at-

27



