A OENTURY OF REMINISCEINSGES
By Fillianm UK, Dubard, as

related to his grandson,
Willisn A. Lomax -

Born on Yovember 8, 1847 and writing these memoirs
in 1943, it hes been my privilege during my life time to
witness three gredt periods or eras in the history of my
native Missiasippi,

As a ohild and boy I remsmber something of the life
of the old South befbres the War between ths Btates; as
a youth I partioipated briefly in that war and in the suc-
ceeding period of Reconstruction,--a timo when our people had
to change from the old to & new form of life; as a matured and
then aged man I have witnessed the modern age of invention
and great physiosl dovelopment of the country,

My boyhood days wero spont on the family plantation,
sbout two miles south of Dubard Btation in whet is now

Grenada Oolnty, Mrla;isippi."Tho“q1dfhoule at home} I can

sce it now, A groat rambling hoiise with wide halls and
galleries, set baok somé three hundred yards from tho mean-
dering publio rosd leading to Giéné&i; some eight miles away.,
Clustered about is & bbautitui érove of hickory and oak whore
I playedand gamboied as & ohild, ‘There is the old fashioned
dining foom; the pride of Aunt Martha, one of our nogro slaves,
Under~thé old houss is tHe big céllar in which is stowed away
ffoml406'to:BOO*bﬁiﬁéi'offhwédi ﬁbfaféea, while another
ceiitf‘c&niiiﬂi”ﬁifﬁbIl;6f”ﬁ3iaﬁ;eﬁ;”guéif,'iaré“and flour,
Just riorth 6f the o61d kitohén i@ the fattening pen for soms
twenty ohiékens seledted from the drove 0f ‘soveral hundred
that rove .about the greve and not far ‘away is the dairy with
jar aftex jar ar'mii'k'una Butte that Aunty Luoy hes put away,

South of tho big house snd conngdted By & portico and bre
oad briok walk is & two room structure known as the
“preachor?ts houséi" ﬁhq ospodial bhoms af the oanuii.iida;
and 6thor goodly;éompdﬁy wﬁioﬁ’éoma this way. About the
yard are ahrubbery and fruls Sxaag amgng them the old fashigned

quinoe and danmon plum. wQstwa:d ia a great hewn log ro m,
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some twenty feet square, where the laundering is done, and close
by is the "smoke house," Now we stroll across the road to the gar~
den, past the strawborry bed and the raspberry busheos which sur-
ound it., Looking over the garden palings wo seo the orchard con-
taining several acres of splendid fruit trecs of various kinds,
Near the garden gate is the carriago and buggy house, while about
300 yards north are the lot, barn and stables. The two epl.ndid
grays you see are the carrigge and buggy horses, whilo the two fat
beautifully matched mules are Polly and Fan, which my brothers
Landon and Green ride. That little ;lay bank horse is Henry. Al}
of us learned to ride on him and we who are smoll ride him still,
Near the lot is thoworkehop, and then begin the row of negro cabins
where the slaves live, More remote are tho fields whioch are oultie
vatod in cotton, corn or produce. Generally, wo only cultivated
the richer lands located along the oreeks and branchas,

Our homyg was not tha typical o0ld mansion houso that supposedly
symbolizes the south "before the War®, with its beautiful drive-way
sweeping up to majestio stone columns such as Natchogz or Charleston
boasted but it was commodious and livable,

My father was of tall and noble frame, possessed of a stern
and sober mien and a tender, gentle and ioving disposition, I
always folt that my father understood, sympathizad with and trusted
his boy, and that faot was my anchor in the yoars which tried my
early young nmanhood, years that were so full of difficulties., What-
ever I may have accomplished in this life are due to him and his
trust in me. My frail sweet mother who was so good to us all; how
I regret that I over lost an opportunity to sweeten and give joy to
her 1ife! To her ohildren and servants she was a voritable angel
of meroy, Earth was too poor to give her proper reward, but if the
pure white soul can attain 1%, she has found it in the bright beau-
tiful beyond,

Our communify was known as Spring Hill and in that poriod it
was a fine and prosperous neighborhood, In that goneration Migsigg-
ippil posesessed several grades of sooiety; the aristocrats and large
slave ownors; many plain and straightforward poople who owned some
slaves; illiterate white people who possessed little .r nething and
the nogro slaves, Only one of our neighbors did not own a slave

and slaveownership fixed one's status in tho communi ty,



-

&

Boven yanrs-old. and off I went to 8chool, The school house

- -3~

Wa&s a one room log cabin locateqd near the church at Spring Hil1,
some three miles away, No Unole Tom in immaculate livery drove us
behind & find team nor did the distriot provide busses; we walkoed
to and fro each day. I attended threo ten months Bchools and my
formal education Was ovor. Tho teacher wag hired for a torm ang
all the surrounding neighbors contributed as each wag able toward
his salary, He instructed in everything from ABG'g to philosophy
end made his home wifh various neighbor families, living & month
here and & month there,

Text‘booke'long 8ince forgotten 0xoept in story and fiction
Were used, MoGuffoy!g Reader, the Blue Back Speller, and Smithtg
Grammor were standard in the oarly grades, Grammar was learned vy
heart and quoted: "What i a nown"; a verb mugt agreel; ihe
Pronown them shoulg not be used in plade of these or thoso#,

The attonding scholars were g heterogeneous group, Little

the page by the toncher,

I recall my threg Yoachors. One camo from Pennsylvania while
anothor wag e Southorn man, Best. of all go I romombor Mr, Gilbert
fronm Vermont, He made me think for myself; he Wwasurconcerned aboyt
a pupil learning by heart the language of the text book but prefor-
Ted recitatione in one's own werds because thon ono understood,

At the close of the term Mr, Gilbert went back to Vermont and joinal
the Union Arnmy,

With the coming of war, we had no moro echool and the mothers
of the community tried to instruet. their children as bust they could,
A% the close of the war I attended school for & short time near
Coffeeville, Mississippi, Mr, Miller, the teacher, instructed a
largs orowd of men, women and children and in pleasant weather Te~-
citations wore held in the open under large shade trees. The last
two months I heard classes for him and assisted in teaching,

As a boy I did a great deal of promiscuous reading. Every fam-
11y posssssed a fow books and I went from house %o house borrowing
and reading everything oaoh foamily hadg, Contents did not nmatters

fiction whether wild west stories or Dickens, poetry;_hietory, all
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WeTe 10Voured with equal fascination.

Grenads was thon a small village but it was the trading center
of people for miles around, 1Its name was probably derived from the
old Spanish town in "the Last of the Moors", The trip to town cou-
ld not conveniently be made in a dey's travel for many country
people and frequontly whole familios from adjadent communitics wou-
14 stop off at our house to spend the night. On suoh occasions
we utilized the "preacher's house!l, if aveilable, or provided rooms
and food, Our table was a bounteods one in those days,

Public travel was almost entirely done by stage coach, The
line ren from Grenada out through Jefferson and on to Carrollton
and Loxington. Stations wero located several milos apart where
the horses could be changed, The first railroad into Gronada waa
tho Uississippi Oentral, from New Orleans to Jackson, Tennesses,
which was bullt about 1856, The railroad from Grenada to Memphis
was built just prior to the War, and the two roads crossed ovor
the Yalobusha River on two scparate trostles, Soon they were combw
ined and were known as the Uies, and Tenn., Railroad. Woe had telew
graph gervice at the time and the lines ran from tree to tree
through bvoxes,

Spring Hill community provided two churches, The Mothodist
Church was erected first and later ocams the Presbysderian, about
two miles distant, Wnile our family were Methodiste, wervices
were hold on alternates Sundays in one of the churchos end wo atten—
ded both, as well as both Sunday 8chools, The first Methodist
Church building on the site that I remombor was & one room structure
although it was the second onc oonstructed. The men and women sat
on opposite sides of the building, which was in aocordance with
the Methodist Discipline of tho day., Not until 1870 did the Meth-
odist Church epprove family sittings, The darkies sat in the back
of the church, with small doors aoross tho aisle separating the two
racos, After the white people had communion, the negross went to
the communion rail and were served,

Looking back at the church people ef the day, in many ways
I rogard the old Presbyterians as our most intolligont and cultured
cidizens, I recall that thoir pretracted meetings were gonerally

steid and sobor, while the Methodists shouted like the Holy Rollers



of today. 8o meny Methodists practicsd the dootrine of backsliding,
ri. Liiug end sterting anew.

Zrgeuerasion, Uonvoreion, Repentance and Sanctification were
the runjects of .sermans of the poriod with our proachers., Often-
times the proachers made their home with us in the proacher's housse
and in the evenings they talked and taught as we childrensat by in
respectful audience. Secession, S&ate’s Rights, the Constitution—-
thoso were the topics about which tho conversation ebbed and flowed
in those days, Iinm glad to have heard those disoussions and con-
versations as a boy. These days I hear my grandchildron and other
young people talking about football games, movies and funny papers,
Civilization does not always bring progress,

Waon I was & 1ittle chap, I renmomber sescing my first fair in
Grenada, Living in our community were two young women, famed for
their beauty and their ability as horseback riders, I recall they
rode in & parade at the fair y 8ldesaddle fashion, with long flow~
ing skirts covering their ankles. Some of the older ladios criti-
olzed the girls for uppearingtigsghe parade, calling it fast and
practically immoral, I thought/girls were the prottissgt things at
the fair,

As & child, many of my most pleasant recollections oentercd
around the darkies on the rPlacs, I remember orippled old Uncle
Peter, a slave on the a2djoining Nason place, and‘Aunt Eva, who cared
for the ohildren, white and black, on our place, When they got
married, all the nogroes from both places gathorod and decorated up
the ironing house for the coromony. The white folks woro there too,
both Nasone and Dubards, I recall old Aunt Lucy, who used to milk
the cows overy day over on the slope of the hill, Zach morning when
she wernt out to milk she called ail the little children about her
for morning prayers at tho foot ¢f an old oak treo, Beyond this b8g
and broad oak was the cabin of Unole Ed and Aunt Melindy, where on
many nights I listened to most entertaining ghost sturies, and after
vards crept into bed shivering with foar,

Before the war there was considorable entertainment anmong
the young Peoople of the community. At some housgs thoy danoced,
while other homes disapproved, I racaell a big storm party, as we
called them, at out home, Te hac ki1led a beof rnd hed a large
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CTuwa present, <Yhe éarly part of the svoning Fether came ir eng
ﬂ;wntei the guests., Hg announced that we were in the habit of
having evening prayers and had one of the boye read g chapter from
the Bible, Following the reading, he wished e11 Presont a happy
time and departed, Of tourse, at mosgt Placee the Young folks came
as close to dancing as Poesibls, without actually doing it, carry-
ing on with "Q14 Sister Phorbe", vhigsh consieted of a march ang song.,
In thosge days I dreamed about waaxy 1 e going to do, I de--
sired to be a lawyer but foit thot 2.00lloge edaoation ¥a8 necessary,
I read Blackstonefs Commentaries emd ~eVid have Lived on the farnm,
practiced law and made a living., Iike £0 many poeple, 1 found life
80 much more pleasant and comfortelbla by Seling the easiest coursge
and drifting and eonsoquontly nover atuemptod tho legal pProfession,
My advice to the young poonlc of ieday would be: Go to sohool,
Got the best education youy can, If yvou can't évan got tho fundanen-
tals, got holg of yourself and you oan comp.ote anywhore, I have
568N a great many commonplace people in high places; wo often the
dullards go up and the boys with opportunities go down, Too faw
of us remember the old adage, whioh I consider the paramount law:
"Unto him that hath shall be given and to hinm that hath not shall,
be taken away oven that which he hath", Unless I uss? ny hand, i+
_nill wither away ang tho same i tryue of the mind ang evary bodily
organ, Use what you have, otherwiso you lose even thet,
I sometimeg fesl that the world is getting too organizod ageinsg

independent thought anq inventigation, Our legislatures arc insist-

lost by too much rogimentation,

The 0ivil war broke out when I was a boy. Four companies wore
organieed from Grendda, The first wag the Grenada Rifles, Captain
Statum commanding., I had a half brother in that Oompeny, Harmon
Dubard, then about twonty-two yoars old, a fine and handsome man,
Eo died in the cemp at Corinth, the firgt casualty from the Countyl
A committeg of soldlers came home on the train with his body, and
I never hoar a train whistling for Grenada that I don't think of

that train bringing Hermon homo. Ha wae buriag ir the old cemetery



at Spring Hill Ohuroh.

About the same time o company was organized in coffeeville,
of wrieh Aldrodgo was Oaptain and Walthall first lieutnant. The
old Grenada Rifles and the Coffesville Company were consolidated
in the amous lsfh Mississippi Regiment with Statum as Coloncl
and Walthall as Lt., Colonol, and hofore the war was over both
were generals,

The socond company organized locally was Stanford!s Battery,
an artillery unit. My half brother Adam Fletcher was in that
company as sorgcant and commanded g gun in the battlo., Of course
during all this period we at home had little to read and knew less
about what was going on. Somewh4&t later the Memphis Commerical
Appeal left Memphis when the Fedorals captured it and came to
Grenada, The paper kept Bhead of the Union Armies during most of
the war, Later the Yankecs took Grenada, burned the railroad
bridge and the Appeal began its travels again,

The third Company organized in Grenada was Rpyburn's Wig-
fall Guards, undor-Captain Rgyburn, the fourth company was or-
ganizod in 1863 and was meds up largely of boys and some old men,
It was first & unit of the state militia under the command of J.Z,
Gecorge and operated in North Mississippi and Tennessee. Reorrgan~
ized early in 1864, it bocame & part of the regular Confersrate
army, I was the youngest boy in the crowd and we participated in
various forays around Memphis, Jackson, Tenn,, and Corinth, We
were a calvary unit, first Company G, thon QOompany K of the Third
Uiss, Reginmen}, with MoGurk as Colonol and Turner Captain of the
Company, My brother John T. Dubard was lst lieutenant and John
Griffis was 3rd lioutenant, Each 6f us furnished his own horse
and equipment and we fihally surrendered with Gen, Wirt Ad:ms Bri-
gado in 1865 at Greensboro, Alabama,
| In that City I had mot ono of its residents, a Dr, Washing-
ton, formerly of Grenada County. John Griffis and I spent the
night after tho surrender &t his home and the next day both of us
were down with tho moasles, After rocovering, we came home on the
train by way of Jookson and Canton at the expense of the Government;

I got home to find the Aarkies pPlaying and frolicing., Many

of the negroes on our Delta Place had left when General Grant's
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fleet came down the Ooldwater and Tallehatchie Rivers to Fort Pem-
berton, but most of those on the home place in Grenada County (then
Yalobusha) were still there., After the war retruning farmers gen-
¢rally started using the sharecropping arrangement with their for-
mer slaves. My father refused to use the systemﬂ and hired them
by the day. He said he had sunk pretty low, but not low enough to
g0 into partnership with his slavesg,

It is an awful thing for a family, community or country to
go from wealth to poverty overnight._ Our slaves wore free, our
best people slain on the battlefield, and mattial law was the order
of the day, The whols situation made for radicaliem,

That year we made a little crop but it took it all to pay
the nsegroes, The entire picturs of life before the war wasg chang-
ing rapidly, People in the ocountry began to move to town., Honost
people began to use the bankruptcy law, People lost their farms,
although some managed to save part of their places, The slaves
were free and that made the difference between prosperity and the
lack of Prosperity, People had to mortgage their orops, which had
never been customhry. The old ways of banking and doing business
generally were radically changed,

Based on my personal exporience and recollections, much that
was written of the Reconstruction period was untrue, I belonged
to the old Ku Xlux Xlan and all we ever did was to ride out and
Bcare a few negroes, They would orowd up to vote at the polls and
voted their way, but under all the conditions they bchaved fairi?
well locally. We had four negros and one white man 6n the Board
of Bupervisors in this Oounty and also had a negro legislator,
Federal Troops weore stationed in Grenada College for a while,

One Penaypacker was in cammand and one morning several dead troop—
ers werce found, merdered during the night,

Of ocourse after the Oivil War most people wanted to kaep
things as much as possible as thoy had been before, We wanted to
have our slaves in overything except name., The preachers of the
period usecd as a frequent text: *“Sorvants be obedient to your
Masters" and declarcd that slavery had been the Lord's method of
bringing these people from Africa in order to improve and civilize
then,
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During the War we had some 300 bales.of wotton, then worth
50 conts a pound, stored in a shetht our QGold Fob plantation
in what is now Quitman County. General Ohalmers of the Union
ARmy hed issucd orders that all cotton be burned, se we moved and
hid our cotton. Later whon tho Flcet oame down en route to Fort
Pemberton, it was discovered and corried away., We later discover—
ed that some of i} had gotten into possession of private partiesg
and Father filed suit and the case was tried in Springfield, I11,
before Judgo Davis, who, I think was later on the U.S, Supremo
Bencli, My father was placed on the stand and opposing counssal
inquired as to whether he had been 1loyal to the Union during the
War., Judge Davis robuked the lawyoer and ingtructed Fathor to dig-
regard the,quostion, as the suit was purelv a proparty matter,
Father was represented by 8tuart, Edwardc and Erow., and we con~
promised the oase for $3,700.00 about 1867, I remember Fathex
came home thinking more of the Yankeés bncause of the Courtls
fair eattitude,

My‘father died when I was 18, We possesyed little thon
beyond & few worn-out mules and & good doal of poor laad, The
property was gone and wy dreams of going to enllege and becomirg
a lawyer were over, It was necessary to makn a 1iving.§1though
only 18 under the law I could serve as cxecutor of the estate,
¥y mothcr was namod as co-oxecutor but her heelth was.poor and
she jeclined. I made a $3,000 bond with Mr. Peacock and an older
half-brother signing as sureties, Coffaeville was tho county
seat and Judge Gruy was the Probatc Judge., He was & kindly and
Broeat man and I rovere hisg memory., Ho was mosgt thoughtful and
helpful to a LewilAdered boy in the long ago.

Throught the years any success that I may ha ve achieved
finencially has been due. in & large measure to the cooperation
and assistance of negroes, I never had a whito overseer or manager
on any of my farms., In many oases the negroes would divide up
the corn and the .cotton and turn over my share and I Aonit believs
I was over cheated one ponny, Mony of thom I roemember mogt plea-
santly and affoctionatoly, Somg of them bsocame broeperous working
with me, suoh as ynn Olark, Paynse Reid, Miler Evpperson ard Walter

Johnson, Poyne came to me with nothing and died with $3,C00 in
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the bank,

Particulerly do I remember John Brown, who came to me in
1878, He was one of thae best Christian men I havo ever known,
Always a good worker, he was honest and straight-forward. Some-
times during & holiday period, or in the idlo months when his
debts weia paid, he would get drunk and on mony occasions I had
to got him'out of .the dalabouse, One worning he came to the hou-
se and said he had gotten religtion and was joining the Church,
After that he never drank,

John loved me and I loved him, He was.ibe only man to
whom I ever sold part of my home place, He wantod to buy and I
gave him a dded to a parcel of land, Later he moved to Meridian
and I bought his mules and gave Bim e falr price for everything,
Next summer he got off tho traiﬁ at Dubard, money &ll gone, rob-
bed by his kin folks, ready to start farming agein. One day
whon we were getting along in years he met mo at the station
and took my bapg over to tho store., As we walked along he told
me we Wwera bdth growing old, He said: "Mr, William 'fore long
ong of us is going to oross over the River Jordan and rest in the
shade of tho troes, If you get there before I do, lay out the
piantation, build the big house, and leave & little patch of gro-
and next door for old John's cabin whéfi he gets there," As I
once told John, if I could ﬁlant.people.all eround me, I'd plant
him in the first row,

-We had' an agreement that whichever of us died first, the ot-
hor would have the privilege of "saying some things" at the
funéral. Some ten years ago at his sorvices, I told a thing of
George R, Stuartis;

In Dale County, Georgia lived a vory wealthy man, One
night es he was dreaming he heard a voice saying: "The richest
man in Dale County will die tonigﬁt“.. Agein and yet again he
heard the voico and was'greafly disturbed bocause he was con-
siderod the richest man in the county. The noxt morning 2 caller
ot tho gate adviscd him that old Tom Smith, his tenant, had peassed
away during the night. Thon he understood his drcan bccause Ton
Smith was a go.d and kKindly man, greatly beloved by all who knpw

him,¥
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I told the group ot John Brown's funeral that in my jﬁdggént
they weore buryiagthe richest man in Grenada County. John was full
o the conteniment and human happiness of life.

About four years ago I assisted in winding up the estate of &
negro, Reuben Donnelly, When I was 18, Reuben's father, Jack
Donnelly, came to me and wented to move out to himself, We had some
old worn-out land which he wanted to buy and I gold it to him on
credit under a verbal contract. A few weoke later, riding by the
place i heard the sound of oxes and observed onc-armod Jack and two
of hic boys clearing ground, Later ho oame to me and said he had
cleared some land, and built o house but needed e muic, walch I
gold him on credit, He went to work, shertly pald me tor She lund
and mule and in a fow yoars he was & prosperous ufn.

On his death bed he asked me to "fix up his btus.ness”. and’
showed me & will prepared by o lawyer and asked my opinion of i%.

I told him it was a good will, proper and legal, but in ay Jjudgment
" could be more simple, I sald he had & good boy in Rauben and should
leave him in charge, 8o I wrote him a new will,

One night about 1937 I had a oall from the Grenala Hoapital
thet Reuben was woriously ill and wented to esee mo. On my crrivel
he #>id me that he was dying aﬁd wanted to get his affuirs ir shape
and requestod me to draw his will as I had for his father, I ex-
nieinad thas I wac an old man now and would prefor tha* a lawyer
handle it. So I brought & lcwyer out and we prepared “he will as
Reuben wantod it, The will contained a provision that his children
consult with me about all business matters, or if I was dead thai
they go to my two sons for advice, After his death, I helped the
children divide up the property faillly, Reuben left over $35,000
‘in cash in Grenada and Greenwood Banks and had some 800 acres of
good land, Total ocourt costs and fess were less than $100,00.

In my opinion there is no such thing as fair history. The
niwtorian is rarsly dispassionats and bias of one sort oranothor
always colors history. If the historisn writes many years after
the period he is covering, he 1s compalled %o roly on accounts aad
stories which werc hiased, iass vpinion is generally not worhty
of turst. In my judgment we have oruciried some of the best men

wa cver had in Missiesippi.
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Take Governor Brown. When he was 21 he was olocted to the -
Mississippi / logislature., Thon ho served as Cirouit Judge, two
terms in Congress and at 33, the carliost possible ago, was clected
Governor. Hoc was serving as U.8, Senator from Mississippi when
the state loft tho Union and he and Jeff Davis resigned and came
home. Before going into-active servicc in the Confedorate Army, he
was eldctead Gongf;gaman to the Congress of the Confederate States
and when the war ended he was a mombor of the Confederate Senate,
Thoen. he took the unpopular stand, He eéid: "The War is over, we
have beon beaten, Our slaves aro goéo and we must learn to live
in a new worid, Let us get our state legislature together, rescinAd
the ordinance of secession and maks new laws to fit the new condiitions
Sentiment is going strongly against us in the North and we must
hurry to Washington, hake the best torms possible eaad get back in
the Union,*

Immeadiatoly the cry was roised: "Heo's Joined the Yankees®,
Sentiment was against him. People were bitter and sullen and
wanted to occntinue the fighting in spirit, without actual combat,

It is.said that Brown, once the most populer man in the State, died
of a broken hoart, Indifiduals, commnitics and even govarnmeatc
2ll go wild on occasion,

Governor Alcorn of Missisbippi had the snae idoas as Bromm ard
the people tired to slaughter him latsy, T4 souidn't te done fully,
88 1e was too big, I consider him the greutest governor tho State
has ever had,

0f course I am an 0ld man now aitdd prone to live in the past,
but it seems to me that we had much greater speokers in the past,than
we have today, I heard a groat number of them on many occasions, men
such as Ethel Barksdele, J,% . Goorge, Joff Davis, Chelmers, Hooker,
Walthall, and wm, R. Barksdale, S8cnator Goorge was not aﬁ orator
but he was the most loglcal speaker I hava ever hearvd, Self-made,
self-educated, he was a brilliant man. Every word that he used was
polished and complete and could not be roplacod by another word withe
out damaging the sentencs structure nyd naaning,

Up until tho past few years i osntinued mr childhood Labits
of tremendous reading of both poetry cnd pross, although I never

real ithe sc-calind modern novel end m.at aonfess that I nover read



a funny paper or comic strip, which appear so popular today. I thi-
nk that the works I rcemember bost at the prescent time aro theso: ‘“§;>
Victor Hugo's "Los Misorables", Milton's "Barodiso Lost", Bulwer <;i//
Lytton's "Luocille", Moorc's pocms, "Lalla Rook¥, Edward Dellamy's ’
"Lowking Dackwerd," Ignatius Donnelly's "Oocsar's Column®, and Scoti's
“Lay of tho Last Minstrel¥, True, its rather of & motloy collec—
tion, somo long forgotton, but I reoonll thom wory vividly,
Tho opinions of an old man now past 96, unable to read much
m»re thrn the headlinos of tho newspapors and nursing tho little
lifc that he has left aro worth but little, but in my juigmont tho
vworst thing that over happoned in this country was the third torm
oloction of Franklin Dolano Roosovelt, Goozpe Washington rofuscd
to accept a third torm and warned the nation against any onc men
scrving too long, An unwritton low was smeshod., No mattor how food
& man is or how good his intentions, it is too ocasy to build up a
vost cliticel machine and ostablish a virtual dictatorship. No
ono man is 80 indispon.8ahle I beliove tho Constitution should be
ancnded to »roevent a possiblo roourronce of & third term, I can not
efraie £ aldia: that it =ns & sorty Aay for this cvatry whon
Franklin Dolano Roosovolt and his orow first took over tho oxocutive,
tho judiciel and the legislative branchos of our govornmont, Tho
old systom of chock and balancos devisad Tty our forefathors has beo
flauntoed and dcestroysed, Yes, Iive bheen a Deancrat but I place good
¢itizenship above party.
So, for almost & century I have lived haro in Gronada County,
YUississippi, as & boy, farmor and dDusiness man, and as an onlocker
and spectator of tho scone of lifo. I hove obasorved an intorestiag
period and must oonfesas I would like %9 hava en opurorturity to so9
the How World whioh isg guencrally aavioipated aftor the present war.
Moy 1t oring o groatcr dogreo of love, nope and kindness 4o thc nas-

scs of tae wowld.
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gost i O:mnent citizens in

%".. of Leroy Jona Doak,
‘irsda,y evenmg, March 2'H 19

s “in 0dd Fellows Cemet
with . Garner Brothers Funéra
|Home in charge of arrangements.
"Mr. Doak, a native of Grenada
County, was the son of the late
‘Mr. Robert Doak and Mrs. Pauls
‘ine Gerard Dcak. Born Septem<

iGrenada Schools and. finished his
education at a Business College at
Poughkeepsie, New York He ser-

»iwar I. After the war he assume
the management of Doak Har u'
ware Co., founded hy h : uf
hin 1870 He later purch
Hothe: heirs interest, and *
{iyears ago sold to Grenada?
‘Jware. Since that time he m
'd his farm and raised cattle:

MTEl'
o _g Burlal was in the f:%:

Woer 3. 1839, he was graduated from'

|

tved in the U. 8.-Navy in Worldi

- He was a devout Episoopalla"rf:'-
.having served as Vestryman, when
la. young man, and for many years
served faithfully as Senlor Warden
at All Saints’ Episcopal Church.
In the past he served on several
'dlocean committees and was ever
alert and faithful in his church
duties. He was prominent in civic,
affairs and in agriculture commit-:
tee work, having served as chair-:
man of Grenada Coumnty Sofl Con-
servation District  Commissioners,
and was vice president of Grenadsa
YCounty Co-Op. He was & Alrector
of the Standard Life Insurance

HES B Shriner, i ; ‘n

; the Wahehi

1 'ﬁm ‘enada COum'y Farm Bu-
reau and a director of Gremada
Bank. He was a charter memder
of Grenada Rotary Club and ser-
ved as president one term.

Soon after World War 1 he mar-
ried Miss Armarie Ellison, and.
they have both heen esteemed
members of the soclal, as well as|
business life of Grenada, and of
‘Mississippl.

He belonged to the “old school"]
of southern gentlemen, and thei
dignity Mr. Doak acquired came,
most naturally to a man of hls'
good breeding, his honor and cour-|
tly manness. He counted his fri-
ends among tbe elite and emong
the less fortunate and cirtainly a-
mong his many good culorec, fri-
ends.

An outstanding characteristic oj
Mr. Doak was his devotion to hi
‘family, his wife and his sisters. In
recent years he lost two of his sis-
ters, Mrs. John S. King and Miss
Juliette Doak, and his devotion  to
themn throughout the years of thelr
illness was wonderful. .

With the passing of Mr. Doak|
iin Grenada we recall the historical
facts concerniny his great grand-
ifather, who was the famed Will-
1am M. Doak, who acquired jthe
vast empire of Mississippi land
through the Treaty of Doak's
Creek over a century ago, during
the administration of President

Continued on Back Page

' of Grenada.

) P DOAIg‘ mﬁ
-..Continued from froaﬁ'%zé
drew Jackson. Personal ‘trfer%

6t Mr. Jackson, Mr. Doak enter-
‘ined- the president at his home;:
_then ‘located on The Natchez:
Trace, north - of Jackson. The em-
pire spoken of above, extended
ffrom Kosciusko across to Yazoo
City, southward to Gulf of Mex-!
lieo, and almost to the Alabama !
line and northward.
~pAfter his death this vast undgg
pelped empire  slipped  thro _4
thafingers of his widow a.nd >
xen,g,py.t,_@p historical '

VB %sﬁza

! onsanarp A

ﬁé”ﬁ]ew h’rked
i Mr. Doak was a good citize
‘one who =erved faichfully as @

shurchman, as a splendid business
man and as an advisor for local|
=nd state civic gfoups. He will be
greatly misses. !

He is survived by his wife; two|
sisters, Miss Robble Doak of Gre-:
nado and Mrs. J P. Fisher of‘
Jonestown "Miss. Also several nep-
hews’ and a neice and some great
nelces and nephews. .

(t?allbearers were Messrs
d william Gerard of
‘Roy Fisher of Glen Allé
|p."1"lsher Jr. of Indianola, :
'mndrahan of Blrmlngham,'
ﬁ'Erard Jr. .6f MemphiZ¥Jorn o
ard of Bude and Dr. R. B. Townes

Honorary pallbearers were Mes-
srs J. H, Oliver, W. E. Jackson, A.
M. Carothers, Fred Daily, Bob Hall
Walter Doty, H. L. Honeycutt, J.
B. Parry, T. H. Meek, Dr. Gaines]
Cooke, Dr. Sam Caruthers, Dr. J.,
K. Avent, Sr., Dr. F. S. Hill, Lewls!

'Mamscalco Walter Murphy, o)

M’ne Jack Martin, Donald X,
ﬁﬂ Theisman, J. L. Townes
!’L >J. Anderson, Jr. mwbi
i "'nhd‘ ' Kad ool







Davis, David (b. Sassafras Neck, Md., 9 Mar.
1815; d. Bloomington, Ill., 26 Jun. 1886; interred
Evergreen Cemetery, Bloomington), associate
justice, 1862~1877. The son of a physician and
plantation owner, Davis was born on the East-
ern Shore of Maryland in 1815. As a boy Davis
attended New Ark Academy for two years,
where he read Cicero and Horace in Latin. At
thirteen Davis entered Kenyon College in Ohio.
After graduation he studied Jaw and clerked for
fwo years in the office of Henry W. Bishop in
Lenox, Massachusetts. It was here that he met
his first wife, Sarah Woodruff Walker, whom he
married in 1838. (Sarah died in 1879.) In an
effort to advance his career, Davis in 1835
entered the New Haven Law School, which had
a tenuous assodation with Yale Law School.
Davis studied at New Haven for less than a
year.

Davis then headed west and opened a law
office in Pekin, Dllinois, in 1835. He was soon
induced by a friend, Jesse W. Fell, to purchase
Fell's legal practic® in Bloomington, Illinois,

where he moved in the fall of 1836 and remained

aresident for the rest of his life. It was during this
period that Davis met another Illinois attorney,
Abraham *Lincoln, whose friendship and politi-
cal association would profoundly impact his life
and career.

Davis had an abiding interest in politics. and
ran-unsuccessfully for the state senate in 1840. In
1844, Tunning as a Whig, Davis won a seat in the
lllinois house. Three years later Davis was elected
to the Illinois constitutional convention, where
he championed the cause of judicial reform,
Elected dircuit judge in 1848, Davis served on the
Illinois bench until his appointment to the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1862.

In Illinois Davis and Lincoln were members of
anitinerant bar that held court in several counties
in the centra] part of the state during the late
1840s-and early 1850s. The association between
the two grew closer when Davis actively sup-
ported Lincoin’s 1854 bid to become a U.S.
senator. When Lincoln secured the Republican
presidential nomination in 1860, his tireless cam-
paign manager was David Davis. In 1862 Lincoln
appointed Davis to the Supreme Court.

Davis’s tenure on the Supreme Court was

- made notable by his majority opinion in Ex parte
*Milligar: (1866). In Milligan,” the Court held that
the military trial and conviction of a man found
guilty of paramilitary activity in support of the

Jew. 3 Fell-

(‘)Acbé,zw P AT Rrn 745

L

David Davis

Confederacy was illegal, in part because Indiana,
the place of Milligan’s activities, was not the site
of war and civil courts were available to try the
case. Davis took pride in the Court's decision not
to acquiesce to the interests of the executive and
legislative branches.

'n 1877 Davis resigned from the Supreme
Court and served one term in the U.S. Senate,
where from'1881.to 1883 he served as president
pro tem. A loyal friend and trusted adviser to
Lincoln, Davis was an industrious, pragmatic,
and independent lawyer and judge. His signifi-
cance should'be measured not only by his care-
fuliv' drafted .opinion in Milligan but perhaps
more by his contribution to the election of Presi-
dent Lincoln,

o Willard L. King, Lincoln's Manager David Davis (1960).
' Gregory Leyh
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