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FOREWORD

This history was written in the hope of capturing as much of

the history of the old Whynot Consolidated High School as possi-

ble. It is fitting to have this history as the old school build-

ing has been renovated and is now being used as the Whynot

Community Center. This old school house was the center of the

Whynot Community for many years

It is the hope and aim of the Whynot Community Club, Inc.,

that, as the Whynot Community Center, the old school will again

shine as the hub of community activities.

The writing of this history has been carried out in a hur-

ried fashion, for there was not sufficient time to carry out full

research before commencement of the writing; thus as the writing

continued, there was a lot of re-writing as more information was

uncovered. Even with the above, it was a joy to the writer to dis-

cover and learn things about the school that he was not aware of,

and in his own way try to portray that information to you.

It has been a pleasure to talk to and gather information from

many of the former students and teachers, not only about the

school, but also about their families. A pleasure indeed.

If you find an error, or if you can add information, Please

contact the writer so this history can be updated.
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CHAPTER I

GENERAL HISTORY

As we look at the old Whynot Consolidated High School, it

brings back individual memories.

It is a grand old building and there are many people who are

proud that they were a part of its history and also proud to know

it is still with us.

To commence this history, the writer will try to identify

some of the early founders whose children attended this school.

Without a doubt, children who were attending the Antioch, Old

Whynot, Whitfield (Dripping Springs) and Bethany schools trans-

ferred to Whynot Consolidated in the 1916-17 school year.

In the area of Antioch, there would have been the Shannon

family, Wallace family, Morgan family, Vaughn family, Reynolds

family, Goodman family, Blanks family, Shirley family, Culpepper

family, and others.

Around Bethany School there would have been the Means fami-

ly, Clark family, Gough family, Ponds family, Booker family,

Grimes family, Tims family, Perry family, Mason family, Robinson

family, Culpepper family, Hughes family, McRae family, plus oth-

ers.

Around Dripping Springs there would have been the Butler fam-

ily, Boswell family, Hughes family, Creel family, and others.

Around Old Whynot there would have been the Pogue family,

Maggard family, Linton family, Robinson family, Sims family,

Butler family, plus others

At the commencement of Whynot Consolidated High School, a new

era was brought to the area. It was a school equipped to carry a

student from grade 1 through grade 10, whereas before the educa-

tion went only to the 8th grade. The school also was to work

toward a 12th grade level education and was more equipped than the

former schools.

The establishment of this school in 1916 was a giant step

toward better educational opportunities for the local students,

but it was not an easy task for Antioch, Bethany, Old Whynot, and

Dripping Springs, as they had fought long and hard to save their

community schools, but progress was not to be denied.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE FIRST BUILDING

The first building was a two-story structure with wide steps

leading to the front doors. To the right, a short distance from

the steps was the well with a cover. There was a hand pump to

secure water in the early days of the school. Some students had

their own individual water drinking cups.

The outside restrooms were located to the east of the school

building. Some time ago these outside buildings were razed by a

bulldozer. Nothing remains today except chunks of concrete.

One day when the Community Club was working on renovations,

the subject of this outhouse came up. There were regrets that they

had been torn down, as they could be used now while outside sports

activities are in progress. One of the men took up the conversa-

tion and said, "Do you know that there were eight holes on the

female side and only four holes on the male side?" This brought

forth laughter and the question of how he knew that.

There was a lunch room located a short distance behind the

school building, and at a greater distance, there were outside

basketball courts. These courts were actually located on/or adja-

cent to the old baseball field with one court located west of the

school building and one girls' court located between the school

and the Principal's home

The old Principal's home faced the road and was built in the

bungalow style. The writer has no knowledge of when this home was

built. He remembers only that Mr. James Stodard lived there at one

time.

According to Lorraine McRae, in the early days there was a

barn which was located west of the present ball field concession

stand. This was where the horses and mules were kept during the

day for the school wagon drivers.

As one entered the front door of the first Consolidated

Whynot School, there was a cloakroom on the left under the stairs.

On the right was the Principal's office. There were two doors

leading off the entrance foyer. The one on the right led to the

lower grade classroom which was a very large room. Back of this

large room was a smaller room.

The second door, which was on the left of the entrance foyer,

led into the overall study hall. This room was also used at dif-

ferent periods for classes. Both of the large rooms had lengthy

blackboards. The lower grade room blackboard was on the wall to

the right as one entered the room. The study hall blackboard was

on the right as one entered the room. The wood heaters for both

rooms were located toward the back section of each room and near

a (contined next page)
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connecting door. There was a room back of the study hall, but

there was no door from the study hall to that room.

As one entered the front entrance, there were stairways on

both sides leading to the top story. The steps were wide and one

first reached a platform, turned and continued up the steps to

reach the top floors.

The largest room on the top floor was the auditorium which

was also used as a classroom - on each side. The stage was on the

north end of the auditorium and there were two rooms back of the

auditorium. The room on the west side was the Lab room, and the

room on the east side was used as a regular classroom. The writer

remembers English classes in this room under Mrs. Edna Owen

Linton. A stairway from this room led down to the classroom on

the ground floor, serving as a back entrance to the auditorium.

During the 1930's when the writer was attending school, the

Music department under the direction of Janie Reynolds of Yantley,

was located in the two back rooms behind the stage. (She later

married Rufus Miles Linton). The writer has every reason to

believe these rooms were used for music lessons from the begin-

ning of the new school in 1916.

The writer also remembers Algebra classes in the west side

of the auditorium. On several occasions, the writer was called on

by the Principal and teacher, Mr. C.R. Allen, to sub teach the

Algebra class in his absence. At the time, the writer was knowl-

edgeable of Algebra and other Math subjects, but today it is a

different matter with the writer being unable to arrive at the

square root of any figure. It was a part of the good education he

received that was never developed and used. But there were other

segments of his education that were used.

There were always window panes broken in the study hall -

always cold air. The teacher let students take turns warming by

the old big-bellied stove. The writer remembers that Elbert Butler

was one of the students who minded the stove, supplying it with

wood, and sitting in a chair near the stove. Elbert was known to

produce popping noises in the heater during study hall period when

the teacher was absent.

The school was the enter of community activities. These

included plays, sports (mostly basketball) community meetings,

educational programs, etc. Most of the

activities, except sports, occurred in the auditorium. There were

box suppers, fiddling contests, hog and husband calling contests,

music programs, etc.

It would be great if the present Community Center could bring

forth again some of the old plays that were enjoyed in (contined

on next page)
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past years. Maybe this will happen as the Community Club devel-

ops.

The first school drivers were actually wagon drivers. It is

unknown just how long this mode of transportation was used - prob-

ably until about 1925. Many students walked to school. The writer,

who commenced attending school in 1928, remembers only that he

walked to school. There is no recollection of his riding a wagon,

but of course it could have happened.

In the early days some children were brought to school in

buggies from as far away as Alamucha - for example, the Wilson

McMurray children were from Alamucha. Later, the family rented the

old Means home, according to Mr. Willard McMurray of Jackson, MS,

and Mrs. Myra Culpepper Goodman.

According to Mr. Willard McMurray, his father, Wilson

McMurray, had a disagreement with Alamucha school officials and

moved his children to the Whynot Consolidated High School for a

few years in the 1920's. Mrs. Myra Culpepper Goodman, as a stu-

dent, was often invited for lunch over to the Means home where

the McMurrays lived. "Miss Myra" and the McMurray girls followed

a path from the school to the Means home. Along or near this path

was the stump with "Murder 1866" carved on it. This legend always

frightened Miss Myra. Elizabeth (Lib) Culpepper has memories that

the path crossed a small stream of clear water where, in the win-

ter time, the ice on the water was crystal clear.

Some children had to walk a good distance to catch the wagon

or bus, for example the children of John H. and Cannie Martin.

Two of these children were Johnnie and Annie Martin. Often chil-

dren would walk home in the evening just for the sake of walking

and enjoying each other's company - especially in good weather.

There were some instances where short cuts were shorter in dis-

tance than the regular road.

The writer remembers that on some days his classmate, Lamar

Ford, walked home leaving the school grounds from the ball field

and following a path south, using paths to his home which was

located in the present area of the J.W. Reynolds, Jr. home.

There were always political rallies in the old days. The

speakers' stand was behind the old lunchroom and near the ball

field. The concession stand was located where the present dump-

sters are now in front of the building. The writer used to enjoy

working in these stands.

6



CHAPTER TWO

The history of this school really began in the 1915-1916

school year when the Lauderdale County School Board began plans

to consolidate the schools at Antioch, Dripping Springs, Bethany

and old Whynot into one school to be known as the Whynot

Consolidated High School.

This would afford students to secure a 10th grade school edu-

cation with the prospect of the school becoming a full 12th grade

school; whereas before, the above listed schools only went through

the eighth grade. Nina Bell Goodman Booker is an example, for she

completed eight grades at Antioch, then completed three years of

high school at the Whynot Consolidated High School in 1919. As

best can be determined, it appears that the grade level of school-

ing was determined each year, whether to be 10th, 11th or 12th.

This possibly was determined by the number of available students.

Thus Nina Bell was among the first students at WCHS to grad-

uate. Others in her class were Frank Pogue, Thellis Ponds, Johnnie

Maggard, Fulton Morgan (later a teacher at WCHS), Bryan Hughes,

Myra Booker, V.T. Nichols, Myra Culpepper Tims (V.T. & Myra

dropped out to get married and did not complete the year), and

one unknown whose name Nina Bell could not remember. This would

be the class of 1918-1919.

No effort will be made to cover background data on schools

in operation before 1916, since that information is covered in the

History of Whynot, Volume I. Likewise the purchase of the land and

building of the school is covered in Volume I with the necessary

references to deeds and other documents.
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1916 - 1917

Trustees for this school year were R.W. Smith, T.M. Morgan,

L.N. Boswell, and J.W. Ponds. Apparently during the school year,

J.W. Ponds replaced L.N. Boswell as trustee.

D.R. Jenkins was the principal; Minnie Lee, Lillian Nelson,

Miriam McGee, and J.H. Morgan were teachers. Mrs. D.R. Jenkins

worked as an extra teacher. The above teachers had the honor of

being the first teachers at WCHS.

Attending school were 101 males and 83 females. One student

to commence the first grade was Inez Gough Raley. Other students

would be Myra Culpepper Goodman and her siblings, Otto Robinson,

Frank Pogue, Nina Bell Goodman Booker, Myra Booker, Myra Culpepper

Tims Nichols, and V.T.Nichols, to mention only a few.

The wagon drivers for this first school year were W.A.

Booker, J.W. Gough, and C.S. Morgan. Miss Lela Carr, who was a

later teacher at WCHS, taught this year at Causeyville.

The date of occupying the school building in unknown. It is

known that on April 27, 1916, the Lauderdale County School Board,

namely; Lot Parker, beat 1; T.L. Johnson, beat 2; J.A.J. McDonald,

beat 3; George W. Martin, beat 4; and J.B. Pickett, beat 5, voted

to consolidate Bethany, Antioch and Whitfield (Dripping Springs)

into the Whynot Consolidated High School.

The school most likely was built in the summer of 1916, pos-

sibly not being completely finished until in 1917.

The following letter was received from Mrs. Inez Gough Raley,

dated Jan. 21, 1993:

Dear James,

I really appreciate the newsletter you sent me and

would have loved to have been with you (on Whynot 

Day), but I don't go to things like that too much.

Seeing the picture of the old school house that I went

to brings back lots of memories. We had so many great

times. I started my first school there in 1916.

I just wanted you to know I did appreciate your 

thinking of me.

S/S Inez Raley
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1917-1918

The trustees were E.L. Hughes, J.F. Butler, and T.M. Morgan.

The teachers were Principal D.R. Jenkins, A.M. Black, Mrs.

D.R. Jenkins, Velma Bishop and Miriam McGee.

There were 105 males and 85 female students.

School wagon drivers were J.L. Gough, C.E. Morgan and Sebe

Robinson.

This was the last school year for Old Whynot whose trustees

were H.L.(M) Butler, W.D. Whitney, and W.M. Pogue, with one

teacher, Nettie Williams. There were 12 males and 14 female stu-

dents. After this year, Old Whynot students went to either Whynot

Consolidated High School or Vimville Consolidated High School.

WCHS was a winter term school. In other words, it commenced in

the fall and ended in the spring.

In talking with senior residents, the writer learned that

even though more and better schooling was offered, not every stu-

dents was able to attend on a regular basis. If there was farm

work to do, the older boys were kept home to carry out the tasks

at hand. Thus some of these students ended up in lower grades than

those who attended regularly - which no doubt discouraged some

students and caused school dropouts.

The writer experienced some talks with a few of such stu-

dents who had no recall of their fellow classmates for their

classmates were different each year after the individual became

of "field working" age. The writer is proud that this was not the

case with the majority, and he is glad and happy he had a mother

who insisted on her children gaining an education. How great it

would be today if we had more parents of that caliber.
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1918 - 1919

Trustees: T.M. Morgan, B.A. Nichols and J.F. Butler.

Teachers: Principal D.R. Jenkins, Myrtle W. McNeill, Adele

McKeithens, Ruby Ford, and Miriam McGee.

There were 116 male students and 89 female students.

It was in this year that the old Whynot school was consoli-

tated into the WCHS. As stated previously, Nina Belle Goodman

Booker graduated from WCHS in 1919. Those finishing were: Nina

Bell Goodman, Frank Pogue, Thellis Ponds, Johnnie Maggard, Myra

Booker, Fulton Morgan, Bryan Hughes, and an unknown female. V.T.

Nichols and Myra Culpepper Tims Nichols were classmates who

dropped out to get married.

No school drivers were listed. They may have been the same

ones as in the previous year.
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1919 - 1920

The trustees were J.F. Butler, T.M. Morgan and B.A. Nichols.

Teachers were W.G. Edwards, Principal, Myrtle McNeil, Maud

Edwards, Virgie Dearman and Mirian McGee. Maud Edwards was a sis-

ter to W.G. Edwards.

There were 110 males and 85 female students.

The school wagon drivers were V.T. Nichols, T.H.B. Gough

(Henry Gough), C.W. Morgan and Frank Pogue.

On July 11, 1919 the County School Broad approved an increase

of two mills tax levy for the WCHS

It was during this school year that the trustees purchased

an additional 190 acres of land only to lose it in 1923 when they

were unable to make the necessary payments on the land. This land

included all of the land that Maud Means and her son, Sam, pur-

chased in 1923. Note: Please note that the Club holds copies of

most deeds that affected the school land. The land eventually

reverted back to the original ten acres that was deeded by Charles

H. McAllister on 6/13/1916 to the County School System for the

purpose of building a school. Today that same ten acres remains

intact thanks to the Whynot Community Development Club.
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1920 - 1921

Trustees: B.A. Nichols, J.F. Butler, J.W. Gough.

Teachers: Principal W.G. Edwards, F.F. Hughes, Maude Edwards,

Virgie Dearman, Ruth Tate

Average attendance: 73 males, 68 females

Principal's pay: $105 monthly - other teacher's pay $53

monthly.

One of the 10th grade graduates was Johnnie Maggard with date

of graduation Mary 10, 1921.

Wagon drivers: C.S. Morgan, W.M. Pogue, J.C. Waller, J.W.

Gough, U.T. Nichols, J.W. Reynolds, Sr., H.M. Butler, J.H. Martin,

W.A. Mosley and J.F. Butler. Apparently some of the drivers quit

and were replaced.

Behind the school stood the old one-room lunchroom which was

built sometime after the school was built. During the summer

months, local residents would use the lunchroom to can meat and

other items. These occasions were also used for friendly gather-

ings while working. Neighbors helped neighbors. The writer

believes that these sessions were commenced by the County Agent

and his staff. He has no knowledge of how long the activity last-

ed, probably only a few years. The writer believes that it was

these efforts by the County Agent that brought forth the Community

Development Club in the 1950's.

Mrs. Mellie Brown Boroughs was the first lady to operate the

lunchroom. Some of those who later worked in this lunchroom were

Mrs. Cannie Martin, a Mrs. Lightsey, Miss Estelle Brown, Mrs. Myra

Nichols and others.

There was a small charge for lunch, but many students brought

their own lunch to school.

The writer has no recollection of ever eating lunch in this

lunchroom, mainly because there was no money to pay even a very

small cost. So the writer took his meat biscuit, molasses biscuit

and baked sweet potato and drank water from the well after eat-

ing his lunch. This was in line with dinner or supper at home.

One ate and then went by the water bucket and helped himself to

a dipper of water.
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Later, after arriving home from school, the writer would

change to work clothes (ragged clothes), partake of his mother's

food in the boilers on the back of the stove or in the warmer,

and then go to the field and work until sundown.

One thing about dipping water out of the water bucket was

that if the water was low in the bucket, one had to be careful,

for if one of the parents heard the bottom of the bucket being

scraped, out came the command, "Go draw a bucket of water".

Siblings used to fuss over who drew the last bucket and tried to

avoid the task. On the other hand, great care was taken as to who

would draw the cooler of buttermilk from the well in the evening

for supper. There was always the fear someone would spill the milk

in the well.
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1921 -1922 

Trustees: B.A. Nichols, J.F. Butler

Teachers: W.G. Edwards, Ruth Carr, Annie Felton, Sudie

Thomas, Irene Stamper, Grace Haley. Ruth Carr was the daughter of

Mr. & Mrs. Dave Carr and a sister to Kate Carr Reynolds and Ethel

Carr McRae.

At this time the school owned 200 acres of land, had an

excellent playground, two basketball courts (outdoors), one toi-

let, a sufficent number of shade trees, and a teachers' home.

The teachers home would be the old Means home that was used

as a teachers' home for a few years while the school owned it.

The teachers' home ceased to exist when the Means family purchased

the property in 1923, but no doubt teachers boarded there, and it

continued to be referred to as the teachers' home.

The school property was worth $13,000. The school house was

in good repair, well lighted, house and furnishings clean and

tidy, insufficient blackboards, box stove, and moderately good

window shades. The school also had student desks, teachers desks

and chairs, 600 library books, 12 maps, 2 coolers, a piano, framed

pictures (How nice it would be to have these pictures today), mot-

toes on the walls, a victrola and stage scenery.

There were 180 pupils enrolled as follows: first grade 20,

second 25, third 20, fourth 24, fifth 30, sixth 6, seventh 8,

eighth 16, ninth 11, tenth 8.

This is definite proof that in 1921 - 1922, WCHS only went

through the 10th grade. The writer had always thought that, com-

mencing with the school year 1916-17, that WCHS went through the

12th grade, but this was not the case. As stated previously, the

grade level of this school must have been determined on a yearly

basis, and in those years it did not go through the 12th grade

level. Students had to go elsewhere to complete high school.

There was no list of school drivers for this year.
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1923 - 1924

Trustees: J.F. Butler, H.L.Butler, J.W. Ponds

Teachers: F.F. Hughes, principal, J.A. McBride, Ruth Allen,

Johnnie Maggard and Mary Everett.

Average attendance: 66 males, 67 females.

School drivers: P.S. Reynolds, P.D. Flowers, Maggie

Culpepper, J.T. Reece, J.E. Culpepper and W.E. Goodman. The above

Maggie Waller Culpepper was, no doubt, the first female school

wagon driver in the Whynot area. She was the mother of Myra

Culpepper Goodman and a brave woman who raised her children by the

sweat of her brow after her husband was killed. She left her foot

prints in the sands of time.

Graduates were: Pauline Maggard, Gladys Means, Hettie

Reynolds, Julius Pippin, Ray Hughes and Malvin Pogue. These were

graduates of the 11th grade and the commencement exercises were

held on Saturday evening, March 1, 1924 in the school auditori-

um. The class colors were silver and white, the class flower was

the rose, and the class motto was Excelsior

At this point WCHS carried students through the 11th grade.

It is possible that the number of students in that grade deter-

mined whther or not the school would have a 11th grade. Some years

there may not have been any students in the higher grades; there-

fore no classes. (Please see attachment on 1924 graduation.) The

writer was surprised to learn that diploms were given for gradu-

ation from grades less than 12th grade.
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1924 - 1925

Trustees: J.W. Ponds, H.L. Butler and J.F. Butler

H.L. Butler is believed to be H.M. Butler, Sr., but is list-

ed as H.L. in the official county school records.

Teachers: H. Chadwich, D.J. Kendrick, Gladys Sandifer,

Johnnie Maggard.

School drivers: Mrs. Maggie Culpepper, J.A. Tims, J.E.

Culpepper, W.E. Robinson and P.D. Flowers.

Please see the next page which gives names of students from

a picture taken in the 1924-25 school year. Itisthought that

thoese students listed were in the 9th, 10th, and 11th grades.
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WHYNOT CONSOLIDATED HIGH SCHOOL

WHYNOT, MISSISSIPPPI

1924 - 1925

This list of students gives an idea of some of the first stu-

dents in the school.

1. Stennis (Dick) Ponds married Margie Joyner

2. Horace Goodman married Juanita Smith

3. Horace Butler

4. Pauline Maggard married Bryan Hughes

5. Josephine Reece

6. Ethel Carr married Leo McRae

7. Lucy Hughes

8. Lillie Mae Goodman married Berry Rigdon

9. Annie Mae Nichols

10. Junior Pogue broke neck in swimming accident

11. Myrtis Butler married ? Simmons

12. Miriam Gough married ? Culpepper

1. Robert Culpepper

2. Parker Culpepper

3. Edward Butler

4. Lucille Gough

5. Lessie Mae Butler

6. Merle Nichols

7. Inez Gough

8. Tressie Martin married Leo George

9. Emmett Means married Charlie Koonce

10. Adie Parker Shannon married Elma Robinson

11. Mamie Tims

1. Bob Culpepper

2. Danny Paul Reynolds

3. Curtis Butler married Gladys Ford

4. Mr. Chadwick -teacher

5. Mr. Kendricks - teacher

6. Lawrence Goodman

7. Melvin Pogue

8. Russell Carr never married

9. T.G. Shannon married Lois Goodman

10. John L. McRae married Hortense Sutter
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1925 - 1926

Trustees: D.W. Carr, J.W. Ponds, H.L. Butler

Teachers: L.N. Rhodes, principal, Ella Dearman, Thellis

Ponds, Johnnie Maggard. This was the first year Miss Ella Dearman

taught at WCHS. She was to leave and return later. Hazel Tims

Walters remembers Johnnie Maggard as one of her early teachers.

Total students:103

Principal's salary $82 monthly. At this time teachers'

salaries were very low.

It is regretted that no list of graduates is available.

School drivers: Preston Waller, J.F. Butler, Clyde Reynolds,

J.E. Culpepper and P.S. Reynolds.

Hazel Tims Walters remembers Johnnie Maggard as one of her

early teachers.
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1926 - 1927

Trustees: A.H. Miller, Sam Culpepper, T.M. Morgan

Teachers: T.J. Blass, Mrs. T.J. Blass, Johnnie Maggard

Hughes, Lela Gough, Ruth Allen.

There were 107 students.

School drivers: Preston Nichols, H.L. Butler, H.S. Sutter,

W.E. Goodman, C.E. Butler and R.F. Williams.

It was in 1927 that Ruth Allen and T.H. (Tom) Tedder were

married.
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1927 - 1928

Trustees: Arthur Pogue, H.C. Butler, Sam Culpepper

Teachers: M.M. McMullin, principal, Mrs. M.M. McMullin, Vera

M. Thomas and Millie E. Clay.

School drivers: C.E. Creel, J.E. Culpepper, Byron Culpepper

Some of those who entered the first grade were: Louise

Dawson, Lorraine McRae, W.G. Shirley, Rufus Linton, Dee White,

H.C. Butler, H.E. Butler, Annie Ruth Miller and others.
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1928 - 1929

Trustees: Arthur Pogue, C.W. Reynolds, Sam Culpepper

Teachers: M.M. McMullin, Mrs.M.M.McMullin, Miss Bernice

McMullin, James Stodard and Preston Stodard assistants. The above

M.M. McMullin was Mark McMullin and his wife was Jossie. The

Bernice McMullin was a sister of Mark McMullin. She never mar-

ried.

There were a total of 151 students of which the writer was

one. This was his first school year and he was taught in the first

grade by Mr. M.M. McMullin. All things being equal, this would

have been the first year of schooling for the following: Inez

Pogue, Evelyn Early, Annie Earl Neal, Cyrus White, Julian Butler,

Eugene Butler, Lamar Ford, William Linton, Doris Reynolds, J.D.

Davis, and others who attended school with the writer.

School wagon drivers: J.F. Butler, Lawrence Goodman, H.W.

Robinson, George Knight and Curtis Butler

This was the year that Lois Goodman Shannon completed the

11th grade at WCHS. Among her classmates were Louise Miller and

Janueese McRae, who went on to finish the 12th grade in Meridian;

Louise Vaughn who finished at Beat 4; Legette Ponds and Stancil

Sutter, who finished at Dixie Highway High School; Ruth Butler who

may have completed high school at Vimville.

The writer remembers, as others do, Mrs. Jossie McMullin, for

she taught many students in the first grade. The writer remembers

that she almost always wore a black sweater.

The writer also remembers that Florene Goodman Vaughn looked

after him during his first years in school. The Lon Goodman fam-

ily, at the time, lived on the old Mason place just north of the

T.A. Means home and were close neighbors to the writer's family.

Over the years, the writer has always carried a special feel-

ing in his heart for Florene. She was special then and she is spe-

cial today (1993).
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1929 - 1930

Trustees: C.E. Butler, W.E. Robinson, G.W. Knight.

There was no listing of the teachers' names, but they were

most likely the same as the previous year.

Wagon drivers: J.F. Butler, (Sam Goodman replaced Butler

sometime during the year), H.E. Robinson, C.E. Butler, G. W.

Knight, W.E. Robinson.

It was in this period of time, the exact date not known, that

the County School Board began to allow the trustees of the vari-

ous schools to hire their own teachers and to hire, under con-

tract, school drivers.

The depression was at hand and the school was to suffer like

other organizations and individuals from lack of funds. It stands

to reason, if there were no funds for the payment of salaries of

the teachers, there certainly would be no funds to pay clerks to

maintain records.
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1930 - 1931

Trustees: Arthur Pogue, C.W. Reynolds

Teachers: W.T. McMullin, principal, Mrs. W.T.McMullin, James

Stodard, Mrs. Kate Carr Reynolds, H.T. Sullivan. W.T. McMullin was

Willliam McMullin, brother to M.M.(Mark) and Bernice McMullin.

There were 150 students in attendance.

School drivers: J.F. Butler, C.E. Butler, C.E. Creel, M.A.

Taylor and Stennis Ponds.

The writer and his classmates were in the 3rd grade and their

teacher was Mrs. Kate Carr Reynolds. Miss Kate, as she is fondly

known, has served as a counselor and friend to the writer down

through the years.

H.T. Sullivan was from Sullivan Hollow. The writer vaguely

remembers much talk about him. It seems he used the buckle end of

his belt to whip one of the girls at school, and for that he got

himself run out of Whynot, never to return. He was Herman T.

Sullivan. The writer remembers talk to the effect that there was

fear that Sullivan Hollow people might come to Whynot to avenge

his firing. This never happened, but the writer remembers there

was a lot of talk and some fear. This incident was totally out of

order and caused the young lady embarrassment down through the

years. Today she is a very sweet and charming lady. The writer

remembered her, and it was a pleasure to talk to her about old

times. She is the mother of several children, one of whom she lost

in military combat.

It was during this year that most of the writer's memories

commenced. He remembers that Mrs. McMullin was his first teacher

and he remembers Miss Kate Carr Reynolds.

At this time WCHS had been furnishing education through the

11th grade for a number of years, and Agnes Goodwyn and Lottie

Mae Culpepper went on to graduate from the 12th grade at Dixie

Highway High School. Others in the 1931 Whynot class went on to

Vimville or may have just gone into the labor market.

Those that graduated at Dixie Highway in 1932 were Agnes

Goodwyn, Lottie Mae Culpepper, Mary Julia Pigford (who later mar-

ried Julian Butler), Jamie James, Gertrude Roberson, Ellis

(continued on next page)

26



Flowers and Eloise Blanks. Agnes Goodwyn Butler remembers that

there was no money to rent caps and gowns for the graduation exer-

cises. The girls wore pastel colored dresses and the boys wore

their Sunday best suit.

Those were hard times as the full force of the depression was

entering upon the scene. Of course, residents of Whynot like the

writer didn't realize that they were in a depression. Everyone was

in the same boat. Most all had plenty to eat, a roof over their

heads and really thought nothing of the situation.

It was a difficult time for those completing high school

(12th grade) during these years, and many had to drop down to the

next class as they failed subjects due to being absent doing work

at home in the fields. There were also times when school hours

would be reduced so that students could get home earlier to work

to work in the fields.
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1931 - 1932

Trustees: H.M. Butler, Arthur Pogue, Sam Culpepper

Teachers: W.T. McMullin, J.D. Stodard, Catherine Robinson,

Kathryn Couch and Lucille White.

This would be the first year of teaching at WCHS for Miss

Kathryn Couch Lacy who went on to a very distinguished teaching

career, and who became the teacher and friend of many, many stu-

dents.

There were 78 male and 67 female students.

School drivers: C.E. Creel, M.A. Taylor, Stennis Ponds, C.E.

Butler and J.F. Butler.

Apparently the Board of Trustees kept no records as the

writer found none. As stated above, these were hard and difficult

times and most folks were concerned with survival and putting food

on the table. Education was placed on the back burner, so to

speak.

The following finished 10th grade: Elizabeth Culpepper,

Earline Miller, Marguretta White, Linwood Reece, Willard Sims,

Nancy Jane Pigford, Warrine Linton, Christine Butler, Christine

Vaughn, Florene Goodman, Sharlene Means, Freda Reynolds and Miriam

Creel.

(The following is not the same list of teachers as above.)

Teachers: Mr. James Stodard, Preston Stodard, Mark McMullin, Mrs.

Mark McMullin, Ella Dearman, Lela Carr, Thelma Ford.

The Reeces lived in the same area as the Miles and Lintons.

Elizabeth Culpepper remembers riding to school in a wagon

driven by Lavelle Culpepper. She also remembers the horses ran

away as they were traveling down the Will Allen Hill. Her grand-

mother, Mary Ponds, was one of the riders who had boarded the

wagon at the church. She either jumped or fell out of the wagon

and broke her hip. This happened in front of the old J.W. Gough

home.

This was the last year that Annie Ruth Knight attended

school. After the completion of the 8th grade, she dropped out of

school and married Cecil Butler. In the 8th grade with Annie Ruth

at that time were: Ruby Martin, Lyle Butler, Brownlee Goodman,

Malain Smith, Julian Knight and Myrtis Butler and possibly J.W.

Reynolds, Jr. and others.
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1932 - 1933

Trustees: Sam Culpepper, Howard Butler, Arthur Pogue

Teachers:W.T. McMullin, Mrs. W.T. McMullin, Kathryn Couch,

Minnie T. Dorough and Ruth Allen.

There were 70 male and 50 female students.

School drivers: G.W. Knight, A.P. Miles, C.E. Butler, W.M.

Reynolds, Stennis Ponds and J.E. Culpepper

It is known that the school went through grade 11 in 1932.

According to some former students, Miss Minnie Dorough

was really strict and demanding of her students. One or two of

her students were more specific, stating that she was not only

strict but mean too!

The writer was unable to secure any students names and

believes there were no graduates during 1933 and 1934.
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1933 - 1934

Trustees: A.A. Gibson, Sam Culpepper;, H.M. Butler

Teachers: T.H. (Tom) Tedder, Mammie Spencer, Dromon

(Dorough?), Kathryn Couch and Mrs. Ruth Allen Tedder

There were 87 male and 68 female students.

School drivers: Stennis Ponds, C.E. Creel, Titus Morgan, G.W.

Knight and C.E. Butler

All schools were affected by the depression. The school funds

were low, and there were changes in the period of school as well

as the grade levels of schools. All of these changes are not out-

lined in the school board records. In fact, the records are scanty

during this period with only brief information in some cases. It

is known that the number of teachers was reduced.

The county school system was unable to meet its payroll and

issued promissory notes. Some teachers cashed in these notes for

50 on the dollar which in reality was half of their regular pay.

This was a bad situation for the teachers. Pay was low to begin

with, and even today is not at the desired level. People like the

writer and others have a lot to be thankful for those dedicated

teachers who taught them at the low salaries thus furnishing a

good educational base for the students..
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1934 - 1935 

Trustees: None listed

Teachers: T.H. Tedder, W.H. Hamberlin, Mamie Spencer, P.E.

Stodard, Ella Dearman, Kathryn Couch, Mr. H.L. (Lela) Carr, Mr.

Huff.

There were 119 male and 108 female students.

School drivers: Cecil Butler, Stennis Ponds, C.E. Creel, G.W.

Reynolds, Aaron Gibson and Sam Culpepper.

According to the best possible information and reasoning, it

was sometime during this period that all school drivers commenced

to use vehicles to transport children to school rather than the

wagons. It is not known whether this was a gradual process or com-

menced in one single year.

According to the skimpy records of the Lauderdale County

School Board, when wagons were used, the wagon driver was paid so

much to pick up a family of children, and that price had to do

with the number of children. In other words, for one child the

driver might be paid $3 to $5 per month. For three children, the

price per child was adjusted downward. When the use of vehicles

commenced, the drivers were required by the County Board to sub-

mit bids reflecting the type and make of vehicle and school bus

body. Approval went to the lowest bidder in most cases.

It is known that the WCHS was a full 12 grade school during

this year. It is not known if this was actually the first year,

but it appears to have been so. The writer holds a copy of Edna

Earle Hoffer's high school diploma which was signed April 19, 1935

by John R. Ellis, County Superintendent of Education, T.H. Tedder,

principal, C.W. Reynolds, president Board of Trustees and R.L.

Linton, trustee. Two other students in this class were Leroy

Reynolds and Maudie Lee Early. Edna Earle Hoffer was the valedic-

torian of the class which had only three members.

During the 1933 - 1934 year, there was a total of 155 stu-

dents. During the year 1934 - 1935, there was a total of 327 stu-

dents, an increase of 172 over the previous year. This reflects

much growth. WCHS was to enjoy this honor until 1958 when the last

class graduated from the 12th grade - a period of 23 years. And

how great it was. It was a period then WCHS experienced its best

years.
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Edna Earle Hoffer Hoppus remembers her history teacher, W.H.

Hamberlin, and that he taught only the one year at WCHS. Edna Earl

herself only went to WCHS in her senior year having trasnferred

from Beat Four School.

Following this page is the valedictory speech given by Edna

Earle Hoffer on April 19,1935. Edna Earle has the honor of giv-

ing the first known valedictory speech at WCHS.

According to Edna Earle, she did well on the speech until at

the end when she broke down and cried. Her thoughts of how much

she loved the school and that she was standing on the threshold

of a new and different world threatened her.

This is a feeling that many graduates face at graduation time

- their world of school begins to slip into the past with the sen-

ior facing new and unknown horizons.
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VALEDICTORY

Every student of literature knows that from the earliest hours

of human existence it has been the custom to eulogize and apostro-

phize youth. Songs have been sung to it, orations have been deliv-

ered in its praise, and stories have been told illustrating its

charm for, and power over the inanimate world.

It is a remarkable fact, however, that the singers of these

songs, the deliverers of these orations and the tellers of these

stories have not come from the vast army of the youths themselves,

but from those who have long since passed beyond the magic zone and

are viewing youth through the charmed medium of retrospection,

which, being distant, lends "enchantment to the view". But we who

are surrounded by this much lauded zone, see more of the flaws and

defects in the picture and less of its enchantment and beauty.

Now that I speak of it, perhaps your memory will revive a few

of the harrowing details. It may be that some of you know what it

is to come before an audience and, with trembling knees, wildly

palpitating heart, and a shivering spine attempt to deliver a vale-

dictory. If my random guess is correct and this be true, I am sure

some sweet throbs of sympathy will go quivering through the audi-

ence and bring to me a comforting reassurance.

Although the charms of youth have been so universally admit-

ted throughout the world's history, you must concede that it is

even a greater thing to be young in this year of grace 1935 than

ever before in all the centuries which are gone.

Even the must cursory student of history knows that a new

spirit is now abroad in the world and that in no era of man's exis-

tence on this planet has there been a similar elevation of the

ideal. Things material are now beginning to be estimated at their

true worth, while the immaterial, the imponderable, the spiritual

have been given their own high place.

I hinted, a moment ago, that youth has its trials and tribu-

lations and what harder task could be assigned to any young person

than to say good-bye to the associates of four long, busy and happy

years?

This is a duty which must always add another thorn to the path

beneath the hurrying feet of youth, a duty, you will readily see,

which middle life escapes. It is true that older people often come

to the parting of the ways, but at least we know that they are never

called upon to put their regrets and yearnings into a class vale-

dictory; for this escape they are to be warmly congratulated and I

trust they fully appreciate their exemption.

How can I express in appropriate and eloquent words, our grat-

itude to our faithful teachers and also to the members of the Board

of Education. To the careful guardianship and untiring (contined on

next page)

33



efforts of the former and the careful planning and supervision of

the latter we owe all that we have attained at the end of these

four years. The task is simple one impossible of achievement; we

realize, as never before, the beggarly resources of the English

language and wish that some of the dictionary makers would invent

a new list of words to be used under circumstances of this kind.

Today, in taking a review of the past four years, I wonder

if any classmates would agree with me as to which was the most

important lesson acquired by us during the last four years in the

public schools.

You will remember the old story of Theseus who entered the

labyrinth to kill the Minotaur that was destroying the youth of

Athens. The danger was that Theseus would not be able to escape

from the labyrinth; therefore the gods gave Ariadne a clue in the

shape of a ball of thread to be given to Theseus; This he unwound

along his way, and by its help found his path out of the maze.

We also have had a clue by the help of which we have been able to

trace our way successfully through the labyrinth of the school

curriculum, and the name of that clue is the simple old-fashioned

one, WORK. This, I think, is the most important lesson which our

school life has taught us - the value and power of unremitting

work.

Long may the school of WHYNOT live and flourish, and speak-

ing our last long good-bye as a class, we call down rarest bless-

ings on its head which it is our hope may last as long as time

shall endure.
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1935 - 1936

Trustees: R.L. Linton, C.W. Reynolds, Aaron Gibson

During this year Charlie Butler, J.W. Gough and Joe Shirley served

as Township 5 Range 18 trustees. This apparently had to do with

the school system 16 section land.

There was no other information in the records as the school

system apparently ceased listing the names of teachers, bus driv-

ers and trustees..

It was during this year, at graduation time, that the writer

received his first whipping at school. This whipping was adminis-

tered by Mr. Tom Tedder on the stage. The senior play was under-

way and it was the writer's job to raise and lower the stage cur-

tain. Everything went along fine until at the very end of the

play. The writer was supposed to lower the curtain as the dramat-

ic ending scene was acted out. The curtain line got hot in the

writer's hand the the curtain dropped abruptly, cutting off this

scene with all the talent going for naught. Mr. Tedder took off

his belt and whipped the writer on the stage behind the curtain.

That was the end of the writer's stage hand work. Today he

would like very much to know just who the talented actors were

who were playing out that last scene. The actors were the only

ones to really witness the grand finale of Mr. Tedder utilizing

his belt on the writer's back end.

It was during this year of 1935 that Harold and James Gough

finished the 10th grade and their family moved to Meridian where

they completed high school in 1937. Others in this class at Whynot

were Lamar Carr, Louise Tims, Hazel Tims, plus others he could not

remember. Their teachers were Preston Stodard, James Stodard, Ella

Dearman, Thelma Ford, Lela Carr and Kathryn Couch Lacy.

It was during this period of time that one teacher, a Mrs.

Spencer, lived in an apartment in the Means home with her son

Raymond and daughter ????

Audrey Mae Knight dropped out of school to be married after

finishing the 11th grade and went to work at Meridian

Manufacturing Company. While no actual list of graduates could be

obtained, some other students in this class may have been Merle

Pogue, Miriam Butler, Lottie Sims, Anita Sutter, Curtis Miller,

and Alford Sollie.
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1936 - 1937

Trustees: Joe M. Shirley, R.L. Linton, C.W. Reynolds. On

4/3/1937 W.H. Robinson resigned as trustee for WDHS.

Teachers: Tom Tedder, principal; Mrs. Theodoro Rankin (a red

head) who later married teacher Lamar Johnson; Miss Chamblee;

Mr.Hamberlin; Laura Dickerson (Home Ec Teacher); Preston Stodard.

It was during this time from 1934 - 1939 that Mrs.Jesse Lowe

taught at Whynot. She was the wife of Luther Lowe and the mother

of Dorothy Lowe.

School drivers: Titus Morgan, C.E. Creel, Cecil Butler and

Aaron Gibson.

Graduates were Earline Butler, Louise Molpus, Harvey Jones

and Eileen Carr. Louise and Hazel Tims dropped out before gradu-

ation. Louise waited a year to start school until

Hazel could enter school with her. This was like the case of

Harold Gough waiting for his brother James to get old enough to

go to school.

Eileen Carr's parents were Mr. & Mrs. H.L. Carr. Her broth-

er was Lamar Carr.
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1937 - 1938

The following were graduates: Mildred Culpepper, Joe Lee

Shirley, Dixie Butler, Mrs.C.R. Allen,Lamar Shirley, Rowena Carr.

According to Mildred Culpepper McKinney, they graduated in caps

and gowns.

During this period Laura Dickerson was a home economics

teacher and Miss Janie Reynolds was the music teacher.

According to some reports, Joe Lee Shirley and Lamar Shirley

were caught in the lab one day making what they called TNT which

brought the teacher to the scene immediately. One former student

said there was nothing those two wouldn't try to do. Joe Lee

Shirley is also remembered as a debater. The writer remembers the

debates which were held on stage in front of the student body.
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1938 - 1939

Trustees: R.L. Linton, C.W. Reynolds, H.M. Butler. There was

no listing of school drivers.

Among the 12th grade graduates were Lorraine McRae, Louise

Dawson, Lavelle Ford, W.G. Shirley, Annie Ruth Miller, Rufus

Linton, Franklin Hughes, Mamie Ruth Riley, H.C. Butler, H.E.

Butler, Dee White, Lyle Little, Kathryn Hoffer.

The teachers were: Lamar Johnson; Fletcher Hughes; Mrs. Young

(Home Economics); Mrs. Little (English); Kathy Sullivan (6th

grade); Miss Minnie Dorough (an old maid who Annie Ruth Miller

Wright said was very, very strict); Bernice McMullin; and Preston

Stodard.

It has been said by many that if a student got through Miss

Ella Dearman's classes and Mr. Preston Stodard's, that student

would have a good education. If one added Mr. Fletcher Hughes to

that list of teachers, then the student would be ready for col-

lege.
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1939 - 1940

Trustees: C.W. Reynolds, H.M. Butler, R.L. Linton

Teachers: James Stodard, principal, Edna Owen Linton, Nancy

Huffman, Preston Stodard, Ella Dearman, Thelma Ford. Lela Carr was

in the elementary school.

The Whynot High School District consisted of the following:

All of sections 31, 32, 35, T6N, R18E. Sections 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,

9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33, all

that territory of sections 2, 11, 14, 23, 26, and 34 in the State

of Mississippi and N½ and SEa of section 30. And E½ of section

31. All in T5N, R18E. Section 36, S½ of SWQ of section 35. The

SE4 of the SEQ of section 34, T6N, R17E. Sections 1, 2, 11,

13, 12, 24, all in T5N, R17E.

The 12th grade graduates were Annie Earl Neal, salutatorian,

Evelyn Early, Julian Butler, Cyrus White, J.D. Davis, Eugene

Butler, Jim Dawson, valedictorian, Inez Pogue, William Linton,

Norman Butler, Melvin Moore, Inelle Molpus. Doris Reynolds and

Edwina Hughes dropped out of school to get married.

Melvin Moore, a first cousin to the writer, later lost his

life in a parachute jump over France in WWII. Of the above list

of graduates, Inelle Molpus and Evelyn Early are also deceased

(1993). The list of graduates is taken from the Will of the class

as given by J.D. Davis at graduation.

According to Raymond Moore, it was during this school year

that his brother, Melvin, a senior, and A.H. Miller, a junior,

fought all up and down the two old staircases in the front part

of the old school building. It seems that both boys were stuck on

a girl. The boys were 17-18 years of age. There is no information

as to who won the fight or if the girl knew of this outbreak of

puppy love. There is no evidence of the boys being punished for

fighting.

The writer does know that one time it was reported to Mr.

James Stodard that two boys were fighting on the schoolgrounds.

Mr. Stodard calmly said, "Well, let them go for awhile and then

I'll take care of them". And he did - by whipping both after they

had worn themselves out fighting.

When word of Melvin's death came, it came to Leo McRae who

had just installed the first telephone in Whynot. Mr. Leo came to

the writer's home where Margaret Ann Means Moore, (continued on

next page)
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Melvin's mother, was visiting. According to Louise Dawson

Buckalew, Leo McRae walked with Margaret Moore and Sallie Dawson

to an area behind the smokehouse and conveyed the bad news.

According to Carolyn McRae Temple, daughter of Leo McRae,

this was one of the most difficult tasks that her father was ever

asked to perform. Margaret Ann Means Moore never applied to have

Melvin's body returned for burial in the USA preferring to leave

him at rest in France along side his friends who also lost their

lives in combat.

There were only two of the Whynot students who answered the

call of the Supreme Commander, giving their lives for our contin-

ued freedom. The other young man was Ira Scarborough, son of Will

and Sadie Long Scarborough (see later information).
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1940 - 1941

Trustees: H.M. Butler, R.L. Linton, C.W. Reynolds.

During this school year the old building plus part of the new

building was used to house classes. The graduates of this school

year were the last to graduate in the old building before it was

torn down. The old building was purchased by Houston Sutter and

was torn down by Lamar Shirley and others.

Graduates were: Odis Shirley, Solon Davis, Aaron White, A.H.

Miller, Grady Butler, Clyde Roberson, William Earl Riley, Adie

Chatham, Louise Butler, Virginia Smith (dropped out to marry),

Fredna Ruth Reynolds (Valedictorian), Roberta Sims (dropped out

to marry), Kathleen Shirley (dropped out to marry), Johnson.

Fredna Ruth Reynolds was valedictorian of the 1940 - 1941

class. During her senior year, she sold "book reports" for a dime

each and made enough money to pay her way to Meridian to see the

movie, "Gone with the Wind". The writer wonders why he never

thought of this idea as he made book reports also - but they were

for free.
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1941 - 1942

Trustees: H.M. Butler, R.L. Linton, C.W. Reynolds

Graduates: C.E. Butler, Mildred Dorough, Kathryn Buckalew,

Bill Hoffer

The teachers were most likely the same as they were in 1939-

1940 with Mr. James Stodard as principal.

This was the year that would experience the attack on Pearl

Harbor on December 7, 1941. It would be a time when all efforts

were directed toward the winning of World War II. This led the

people of Whynot and other locations to make many sacrifices.
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1942 - 1943

Trustees: Dallas Dearman, C. W. Reynolds, H.M. Butler

Teachers: James Stodard, Preston Stodard, Ella Dearman, Edna

Owen Linton, Mrs. Hollingsworth, Mrs. Mamie Shirley.

(Another list of teachers: James Stodard, Preston Stodard,

Edna Linton, Mrs. Holland, Mrs. Young, Miss Ella Dearman, Mrs.

Lela Carr, Miss Thelma Ford.)

Graduates were Mary Ruth Butler, Raymond Moore, Ira

Scarborough, Ina Mae Logan (valedictorian), Ray Reynolds, D.W.

Carr, Raymond Allen, Sam Davis, Chestine Knight, Emma Ree Dawson,

J.W. Butler, Levin Culpepper, Ruby Lee Logan, Aline Reynolds,

Harold B. Shirley, James E. Goodman.

According to Raymond Moore, Ira Scarborough, D.W. Carr and

other boys were rascals in school, but he (Raymond) was a saint!

When advissed of this, Carolyn McRae Temple begged to disagree!

A number of the male students either volunteered or were

drafted into World War II. It is known with sorrow that the com-

munity lost Ira Scarborough and Melvin Moore who were both killed

in action. The community furnished its fair share of young men,

and there were some who were rejected for medical reasons.

The writer was not home during this period, but from others

it is known that the entire Whynot community entered into the war

spirit thus helping the overall effort.

Chester Knight was drafted on April 15, 1943. One brother

entered the army also in 1943, and his two older brothers, Julian

and Bernard, entered the service immediately after the attack on

Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. There were many other men that were

called. Many did not have the opportunity to pick the service they

wished to enlist in which ended up with most being drafted into

the army. Raymond Moore entered into the U.S. Navy and served on

the USS Ticonderoga, one of the largest aircraft carriers in the

world. He enlisted on March 11, 1943. Harold B. Shirley was also

drafted during his senior year.

As stated, many young men went to serve their country. Many

experienced a different life in a short a period of time - a

(continued next page)
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change from the quiet, peaceful life of Whynot to a life where

death and danger lurked on all sides. This changed young men into

adults, and they were never to be the same again.

Any war is hell, and those who experience the horrors of a war

bury the memories deep in the mind and seldom, if at all, talk of

the experiences - for it would bring back the hurt, the sorrow,

and the grief of seeing and knowing a loved one, a buddy, or a

friend who did not make it.
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1943 - 1944

Trustees: R. M. Booker, Dallas Dearman, C.W. Reynolds

Teachers: James Stodard, Preston Stodard, Edna Owens,

Fletcher Hughes, Dot Scruggs, Miss Sellers, Miss Ella Dearman,

Thelma Ford, Lela Carr, Jean Bounds and Miss Huffman.

Graduates: Margaret Butler, Tom Reynolds, Genell Dorough,

Anne Sue Allen, Sudie Grace Gibson (valedictorian), Elton Butler,

Catherine Butler (deceased 1993), Junior (Bud) Moseley, Della B.

Allen (salutatorian) and Melwyn Smith

Brother W. L.? Compere, president of Clarke College gave the

baccalaureate address on Sunday before the graduation of the above

seniors on April 19, 1944 (Information from Della B. Allen Tate).

Della B. Allen Tate, a cousin of the writer, remembers that

the class referred to Mr. Fletcher Hughes as Uncle Flip - no doubt

this was an endearment? extended well out of Mr. Fletcher's hear-

ing.

There are also reports that Miss Nancy Huffman, who came to

the school the same year as Mrs.Edna Owen Linton, was a bit mean

as well as strict, but a good teacher.
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1944 - 1945

Trustees: W.G. Allen, C.W. Reynolds and R.M. Booker

Teachers: A.T. Harrison, principal, Edna Linton, Dot Clarke,

Fletcher Hughes.

Graduates: Alice Pogue, Johnny Tate, Opal Butler Maggard,

Junior Goodwyn, Byron Tims, Mac Shirley, Gertrude Sutter (saluta-

torian), Donald Moffett, Dorothy Goodman (valedictorian).
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1945 - 1946

Trustees: W.G. (Garland) Allen, C.W. Reynolds, R.M. Booker

Teachers: A.T.(Pete) Harrison, principal, Fletcher Hughes,

Edna Owen Linton, Miss Nancy Huffman, Miss Ella Dearman, Thelma

Ford, Lela Carr, Miss Sellers, Dot Clarke Scruggs, Jean Bounds.

School drivers: Bobby Ray Butler and Robert Butler.

Graduates: H.S. Sutter, Arthur Pogue,Jr., Randolph Reynolds,

Geneva Pogue, Paul Linton, Eugene Robinson, Vinila Sims, Genell

Butler, Carolyn McRae (moved to Meridian in 1944), Clarice Pogue

(finished last two years in Meridian), Billy Dearman and Martin

Ray Shirley.
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1946 - 1947

Trustees: R.M. Booker, Garland Allen, C.W. Reynolds

Teachers: P.E. Hatch,Mrs. P.E. Hatch, Mrs. R.E. Scruggs, Opal

Robinson, Lela Carr, Thelma Ford, Miss Ella Dearman, Jean Bounds

(Home Ec). Opal Robinson taught in 1946 and 1947. She later mar-

ried a Patterson. Edna Owen Linton taught 1934, 1942, 1947, 1950,

1955, and 1958

In 1946 the McRae school route was awarded to W.H. Jay who

submitted the low bid of $90. Other bids were: Lorraine McRae,

$120; W.E. Vaughn, $98; T.G. Sherman, $100; and A.P. Shannon,

$94.95. W.E. Vaughn was awarded the contract on the Vaughn route

for $85. There was mention of a Harve Chatham route in the school

system minutes.

Graduates: Willie Merle Butler, Gene Raley, Robert Butler,

Leo Caldwell, Louise Chatham, Virginia Robinson, Donald Moffett,

A.D. Moffett, Margarette Culpepper, W.H. Jay, Winfred Shirley and

Kenneth Robinson who left the class and joined the military.
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1947 - 1948

Teachers: C.P. Land,principal, L.W. Marsalis, Mrs. L.W.

Marsalis, A.T. (Arter) Harrison, Dorothy Clarke Scruggs, Miss

Kathleen Sellers, Miss Ella Dearman, Mrs.Lela Carr and Miss Thelma

Ford. Miss Sellers later married a Tharp and now resides in

Greenville, MS. Dorothy Clarke married R.E.Scruggs.

Graduates: Almagene Tims, Avaline Dunnam, Imogene Smith,

Mildred Kinaid, Leon Chatham (valedictorian), Bobby Raley,Gerald

Pogue, W.G.Green, James Scarbrough, Willie Mae Robinson, Grace

Linton, Arliss Moffett, Ben Dearman.
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1948 - 1949

Trustees: P.M. Jackson, Edward Goodman, R.M. Booker. Cecil

Butler replaced P.M. Jackson as trustee and Butler later was

replaced by G.V. Temple on Aug. 24, 1949.

Teachers: W.M. Palmer, principal, Mrs. Ruth Morris, Imelda

Null, E.E. Fairchild, Mrs. Lela Carr, Miss Thelma Ford, Margaret

Moore, Ella Dearman, Thellis Pogue.

School Drivers: Curtis Knight, W.L.Miller, Elton Butler, W.E.

Vaughn and A.P. Shannon.

Graduates: William Chatham (valedictorian), Juanita

Reynolds, Betty Pogue, Bobby Butler, Margaret Dawson, Leonard

Pogue, Oscar Goodman, Deloris Robinson,
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WHYNOT CONSOLIDATED HIGH SCHOOL

1948 - 1949

YEARBOOK

The following pages are taken from the 1948 - 1949 yearbook

which was the only yearbook to be published by the Whynot

Consolidated High School. The yearbook came about due to the

efforts of the teacher Ruth Morris.
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1949 - 1950

Trustees: H.W.Chatham, P.M. Jackson, Edward Goodman 

Teachers: W.M. Palmer, principal

Graduates: Carroll Culpepper, Verna Sue Davis, W.L. Miller,

Jr.,Clarice Reynolds, Madeline Reynolds (salutatorian), Leon

Scarbrough, Delores Allen (valedictorian), Bill Goodman, Norris

Nichols, Myrtle Greene, Ben Harper, Betty Jackson, Bill Carlisle

and Mary Ellis Carr.

62



1950 - 1951

Trustees: M.L. Rasberry, H.W. Chatham, G.V. Temple Teachers:

Dan Johnson, principal

Graduates: Ruth Reynolds, Harvey Thomas, Mable Taylor, Tommy

Shannon (valedictorian), Catherine Early, Carol Butler, Franklin

Parnell, Sonny McRae, Margaret Davis.

It is thought that it was during 1950 that the present gym

was built. Sometime after it was built, high winds took off the

back section which was then rebuilt.
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1951 - 1952

Trustees: Odis Shirley Teachers: Dan Johnson, principal 

School driver: Charles W. Reynolds

Graduates: Gathel Goodman, Doris Hagwood, Cecil Robinson,

Phyllis Meadows, Brooks Pogue, Mary Greene, Arthur Goodman, Thomas

Davis, Doris Robinson, Mae Jean Butler.
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1952 - 1953

Teachers: Dan Johnson, principal, Thomas H. Williamson, Miss

Ella Dearman, Miss Thelma Ford, Mrs. Lela Carr, Opal Robinson,

Imelda Null.

Bus driver: B.W. Scruggs

Graduates: Rebecca Allen, Dorothy Early (valedictorian), Mae

Jean Taylor (salutatorian), Algene Haguewood, Willie Dan Reynolds,

Nelda Covington, William Rainer, Jr., Curtis Ray Butler, Leland

Chatham, Joann Hagwood, Ben Arthur Goodman,
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1953 - 1954

Trustees: M.L. Rasberry, Odis Shirley, Lorraine McRae 

Teachers: Dan Johnson, principal, H. Williamson Drivers: T.H.

Williamson, O.L. Booker

Graduates: Jackie Pogue, Hilda Shirley, Nell Shannon, Victor

Dawson, plus other possible graduates.
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1954 - 1955

Trustees: John Reed Buckalew, M.L. Rasberry, Odis Shirley

School drivers: Clay Neal (old Vaughn route), Thomas H.

Williamson and O.L. Booker

Graduates: Charles Vaughn, Jimmy Coleman, Ann Hagwood

(Haguewood)

W.J. "Bill" Robinson attended school this year and also Max

Shirley, according to reunion records.

It was in about 1955 that the Whynot Community Development

Club was formed. According to Bud Mosley, his parents, Albert and

Corrine Mosley, were very active in this club. Prior to forming

this club, the community participated in "Fair" days. This would

be a day where livestock and farm produce would be displayed and

prizes and awards would be won. The writer is unsure, but he

thinks that the Farm Bureau, as well as the County Agent, were

involved in these endeavors. During the heyday of such activity,

Mr. Howard Butler played a leading role.
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1955 - 1956

Trustees: John Reed Buckalew, M.L. Rasberry

Teachers: Doug Little, Tommie Lon Little, Elsie Parten,

Thelma Ford, Ella Dearman, Edna Linton, Corine T. Carney.

School drivers: Lyle Butler, Tommy Joe Butler.

During this year the school bus gas tank was located at the home

of V.T. Nichols.

Graduates were: Parker Shannon, Johnny Mae. Booker, Gerald

Roberson, Tommy Rasberry, Clarice Davidson, Eula Miller, Tommy Joe

Butler, Jerry Smith, Eloise Jay. There may have been other grad-

uates.
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1956 - 1957

Trustees: M.L. Rasberry, Alton Stevens, John Reed Buckalew

Teachers: Doug Little, principal, Tommie Lou Little, Edna

Linton, Corine Carney, Ella Dearman, Thelma Ford, Elsie Part en

Bus drivers: J.L. Butler, V.T. Nichols

Graduates: Stanley Shannon, Margie Goodman, Tom Miller,

Charles Chatham, Pressley Minor, Donald Carter, Tommy Chatham,

Virginia Mae Temple, Annette Carlisle, Glenda Raley.
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1957 - 1960

Trustees: M.L. Rasberry, John Reed Buckalew, Alton Stevens

Teachers: Doug Little, principal, Tommie Lou Little, Edna

Linton, Corine Carney, Ella Dearman, Thelma Ford, Elsie Parten

Bus drivers: V.T. Nichols, J.L. Butler

The last graduating class: Hilda Faye Davis, Glenn Vaughn,

Dot Koonce, Rowena Butler, Bobby Smith, Andy Booker, Betty

Moffett, Jimmy Ray Martin, Dale Goodman, G.H. Butler and Sidney

Vaughn.

On Jan. 20, 1958, the County School Board voted that, due to

insufficient funds to operate all schools as were operated in the

1952 - 1958 year, the following schools would be operated in the

1958 - 1959 year, with the hope of being in the two (new) school

centers in the year 1959-60:

Bonita 1-6 grades; Center Hill 1-12; Clarksdale 1-12; Collinsville

1-12; Lauderdale 1-12; Long Creek 1-12, Vimville 1-12; Whynot 1-

6.

During the 1959 - 1960 year, Tommie Lou Little served as

principal of the Whynot Attendance Center. Other teachers were

Elsie Parten and Thelma Ford.

The bus drivers were Adie Means and V.T. Nichols.

During the 1960-61 year, Tommie Lou Little transferred to

Vimville and Bryant Reece became the principal of elementary

Whynot. Mrs. Edna Linton had transferred to Long Creek. During the

1960 - 1961 year the school bus drivers were V.T. Nichols, Charlie

Koonce, Adie Means and Lyle Butler.

The once proud school of Whynot limped on until 1963 when the

powers that be transferred the elementary school to the SE

Elementary School at Vimville. By this time Vimville had been

absorbed by the new SE High School.

This would be the last year that Miss Ella Dearman would

teach along with Miss Thelma Ford and Mrs. Lela Carr. They pos-

sibly did some substitute teaching but not under a contract.
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1961 - 1962

The Southeast High School was constructed in 1961 - 1962 and

was first known as the SE Vocational High School. The first prin-

cipal of this new school was none other than the noted and

respected Mr. James Stodard.

It was after the class of 1958 graduation that the high

school was consolidated into the Vimville School, leaving only the

grammar school at Whynot. About 1962 the remaining school was con-

solidated into the Southeast High School and at that point

Vimville became the Jeff Davis Academy.

On Jan. 25, 1963 the Whynot School and land was sold to the

Whynot Community Development Club for $2,000. The receivers were

George W. Minor, Lorraine McRae and James Reynolds.

The building was then used by the Club until about 1970 when it

became a private school until about 1978. An additional block

building was built just east of the present building which was

used as a grammar school.

For a short period after the close of the private school,

about 1980 - 1981, the auditorium was used to manufacture insu-

lation.

In looking back over the history of the schools in the Whynot

area and the Whynot Consolidated High School, the struggle for an

adequate school can be seen. One can see the efforts put forth by

parents of yesteryear. That is one reason this history is being

written. The other reason is to record the efforts put forth by

Whynot residents to save the old school building after the school

was closed.

All of the above reflects highly on community leaders and

various individuals of Whynot.

While the residents were unable to save their school, they

were able to save the school building and the school grounds.

This, to the writer, is a victory, and he feels sure that those

who struggled in yesteryears for an adequate school would be

pleased.
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CHAPTER THREE

WHYNOT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CLUB
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WHYNOT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CLUB

Prior to having a Community Development Club, the Whynot

School had a 4H Club and a Home Demonstration Club. Both of these

clubs were active for some time, and both had exhibits at the

yearly fair. Some of the members of the Home Demonstration Club

were Oscar and Nina Bell Booker, Albert and Corrine Mosley and

others. Many of the students took part in the 4H Club activities.

The Whynot Community Development Club came into being around

1960 - being organized sometime between 1960 and 1963. It came

into being because there were those who desired to purchase the

old school. The school could not be sold to an individual or a

group of individuals unless they were organized into a community

club.

So Lorraine McRae, James Reynolds, George Minor and others

formed the Whynot Community Development Club which purchased the

school on Jan. 25, 1963 shortly after the elementary school was

moved to Vimville.

There has been some misunderstanding simply because some of

the older group confuse the 4H and Home Demonstration activities

with the Community Development Club activities.

The Whynot Community Development Club was first constituted

solely for the purpose of purchasing the school building and the

ten acres of land . This was, perhaps, the greatest one thing that

has ever happened in Whynot. The foresight of those involved is

commendable and due credit should be given. The writer wishes he

had the names of all the people involved for they, in fact, made

history.

The Club went on to become very active - winning many awards

and performing community services. The writer remembers that the

Club had a yard of the month program and brought in various pre-

sentations.

The Club met in the house just west of the school while the

building was being used by a private school. Later they met in part

of the private school elementary building. Toward the end of the

1970's, the Club began to fade due to lack of interest. The Whynot

ball team, which was brought about by the Whynot Community Development

Club, received what funds were left in the Community Development Club,

leaving the Community Development Club in name only for a period of

time.

In 1988 efforts were commenced to reactivate the Community

Development Club. The ball club was becoming inactive due to the lack

of youngsters to play ball. Parents of children who had grown up lost

interest.

Out of this was organized in 1989, the Whynot Community Club,

Inc., a non profit organization which went on to restore the building

and grounds.
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In summary:

1. Out of the death of the Antioch, Bethany and Dripping

Springs schools came forth the Whynot Consolidated High School

2. Out of the death of the Whynot Consolidated High School

sprang forth the Whynot Community Development Club.

3. In the last days of the Whynot Community Development Club,

it gave birth to the Whynot Community Club, Inc., which has

restored the school building and grounds, and gave birth to the

present Whynot Community Center.

Whynot has a lot to be proud of, and it would give the writer

great pleasure if he could name and give credit to all the good

people who played a role in the above history.

Whynot also has its own fire department thanks to leaders

like Charles Vaughn and others. Adjoining this department is the

Community Barbeque Pits. Whynot also has a highway clean up pro-

gram.

So in the short period of just a few years, Whynot has

brought improvement to its residents and stands ready to face the

future.

More importantly, it now has an annual Whynot Day on the

first Saturday in October of each year. On this day residents and

non-residents, former students and teachers, can meet and enjoy a

day together in the country with old friends. There may be some

of you out there that left and never planned to return like me.

Returning to Whynot for me was great. I have been all over the

world, but there is no place for me now like Whynot.

The Center is now being used for family reunions, gospel

singing and other activities. As Sue Haguewood writes, "The Club

has a spirit and a purpose". That it does - and don't be surprised

if you see more delightful programs come forth on the Whynot

Community stage.

The Club realizes that many students are way out yonder some-

where, but the Club wants you to know that you are important and

that we care about you and need your support.
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CHAPTER FOUR

MEMORIES
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There is one memory that the writer would like to share with

you. When the event happened in school, it didn't have very much

effect on the writer who was in about the first or second grade. I

remember we were on the front two rows of the center aisle of the

old auditorium.

This guy, who in later years I realized was a jackass comedi-

an, was in the center stage entertaining the student body. After a

few minutes into his program, he began to ask questions of the audi-

ence. He pointed his forefinger at me and asked what I had for

breakfast. I responded with a smile, "Lasses and sweet potatoes".

(This was fried sweet potatoes and molasses). Before it was over,

the jackass comedian had everybody laughing, even those who per-

haps didn't have lasses to go with their potatoes for breakfast.

This had a delayed effect on the writer, and he thought about

it many times over the years. To poke fun at me at a tender age,

or at any child, is and always will be in bad taste, for much dam-

age can be done in a second to a child. But all things happen for

the best and so be it. The jackass comedian may have ended up just

that - a jackass. After all it was pure ribbon can molasses and not

POJ molasses. Good molasses and good fried potatoes with plenty of

butter is not bad a-tall

The writer remembers one morning that Mr. Charlie Butler's

school bus stopped just west of the school at the old store for

some of the children to make purchases. When he started up, Nannie

Mae Pigford was thrown out the open back of the truck. Her foot got

caught, and she was dragged along the road to a point about even

with the old teachers' home before the bus could be stopped. Nannie

Mae received head and other injuries and spent the next "few days

at home nursing her bruises. The writer was standing in the front

yard of the school and remembers much yelling by others and he is

sure there was also some yelling going on inside the school bus.

When Almagene Tims Culpepper was in elementary school, her

class was sent to the auditorium (study hall) one day. The study

hall was full of students who were supposed to be studying. A cou-

ple of the boys found a box of prunes under the stage and began to

throw a few around. This led to a free for all with prunes sailing

in all directions. When the teacher returned, he asked those

responsible to stand up, whereupon all students stood. The teacher

was at a loss, and then decided as punishment that all the students

should go and run about the ball field a number of times. The writer

wonders why a box of prunes was under the stage.

In the early 1940's, Martin Ray Shirley drove a school bus.

It was parked in front of the school one day while everyone was at

a ball game in back of the school. Joe Bill (Gene) Robinson and

Bryan Tims decided that they would get in a little practice in driv-

ing the bus. They pretended to be driving for awhile, then
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left the bus and unknowingly left it in neutral gear. The bus slowly

eased backwards, missed the driveway, and ended up on its rear end in

the ditch. According to Almagene Tims Culpepper, Mr. James Stodard was

going to whip Bryan, but Mrs. Tims said "No" and that she would take

care of the matter. She then gave Mr. Stodard a lecture about having

the children supervised during school hours. It is not known if Joe

Bill Robinson was punished or not, but the writer understands that

Bryan Tims has a very clear memory of his punishment.

According to Willie Merle Butler Reynolds, her class (1946-1947)

made some noise climbing the steps in the old building while on their

way to Mr. Preston Stodard's class. Mr. Stodard had all go back down-

stairs and climb the stairs again to see if they could make less noise.

It took seven trips before Mr. Preston was satisfied with the noise

level. Willie Merle did not point a finger at the noise makers, but

some of the boys in her class were W.H. Jay, Winfred Shirley, Gene

Raley, Robert Butler, A.D. & Donald Moffett!! Many will remember that

the old stairsteps were creaky, and it did not take much to generate

noise.

One day the writer and his class were to take a true and false

test in history from Mr. Preston Stodard. It was decided by the stu-

dents that Mr. Smart Breeches (the writer) would give signals. If the

pencil had the rubber eraser down, it would be true. If the lead of

the pencil was down, it would be false.

Everything went very nicely until the test was over. Mr. Preston

told the class to lay their test papers on the right hand side of their

desks, and he would pick up the papers of those who had not cheated.

Mr. Smart Breeches began to squirm in his seat, and really went into

orbit when Mr. Preston passed his desk. The end result was that one

paper was picked up, and if memory serves correctly, that paper was

from Dot Reynolds. To this date the writer has never cheated on any-

thing again, and he will remember that lesson forever. It took days

for the class to get back into the good graces of Mr. Preston.

The school, no doubt, used wagons to transport students to school

from 1916 to the late 1920's. The writer commenced school in 1928 and

cannot remember riding to school in a wagon although it could have

happened. The writer remembers walking to school and later riding a

bus. At one time the bus was driven by Paul Baughman; another time it

was driven by W.G.Shirley.

Lorraine McRae remembers the use of wagons and can point out the

location of an old barn, located west of the school building, where

the horses and mules were quartered during the school day. This would

be the area behind the present ball field concession stand. When

Lorraine first started to school, he rode a wagon. This was in 1927.

Those students who were within a short distance of the school were

required to walk - which was what the writer did. Of course they took

short cuts and did not follow the main road. According to Lorraine,

many students preferred to walk due (continued next page)
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to the slowness of the wagon and the bitter cold experienced while

riding the wagon. It was better to walk.

Pictured in this history is a photo of the Earl Vaughn school

bus. There was no standard size for the buses. Like the wagons,

they too were very cold in the winter time.

The writer has memories of baseball games in back of the

school. Some of the players were Otto Robinson, Robert Mac Booker,

Oscar Booker, Otis Booker and others. This team was noted for its

expertise, and Otto Robinson was the only person to bat the ball

over the school house.

There are many more memories that perhaps can be added later.

Right now time is short and the writer must proceed toward the

printing of this masterpiece?
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CHAPTER FIVE

LETTERS
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The following article was submitted by Raybourne M. Reynolds,

Sr., who was the son of Lonnie Clyde and Lillie Ruth Hill

Reynolds.

ARE COUNTRY PEOPLE CORN(Y)?

YOU WILL BE A-MAIZED

We speak of corn as a product to imbibe, hold with both hands

to satisfy our carbonaceous palate, and laugh at corny people

telling corny jokes. The elitist tend to speak condescendingly

toward us who migrated from rural American and are not yet urban-

ized.

Many of the above do not know that more than ninety-eight

percent of the corn grown in the United States is not used as men-

tioned, but eighty-five percent is fed to livestock and poultry,

consequently converted to other food, food products, and useful

materials.

More sunpower is transformed by the corn crop than is

required to run more than fifty percent of our cars. No annual

plant produces so much energy with so small expenditure of man

hours.

Corn is harvested on more land and its value is greater than

any crop grown. It is the backbone of our prosperity, our coun-

try, and our nation. Maybe corn and country people are liken.

I was brought into existence in a rural setting and desire to has-

ten the process of returning.

May God bless all and our Country.

Raybourne M. Reynolds, Sr
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CHAPTER SIX

WHYNOT ACADEMY
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The Whynot Academy, a private school, played a part in the

history of the old Whynot Consolidated High School.

Efforts were made commencing in 1969 to establish a school

in the old building, and the private school was founded in 1970.

According to an article on the front page of the Meridian

Star, dated Sunday, December 28, 1969, the Academy was to be

housed in the old Whynot School and was rapidly taking shape.

Some 200 people were gathering on Friday and Saturday to par-

ticipate in painting and renovating.

The old school, at the time, was being used as a meeting

place for the Whynot Community Development Club which owned the

building.

According to a 1971 yearbook, M.E. Rhodes was the fist

Headmaster serving during 1970 - 1971. Jerry Wilkerson, later a

State Representative in the Mississippi Legislature, became the

second Headmaster. The trustees were E.B. (Pep) Culpepper, John

Chatham, James Rutledge, Harold Hollingsworth, President, Billy

Whitaker, vice president, and John Holloman. Mrs. Ann McRae Booker

served as treasurer and Mrs. James Rutledge served as secretary.

There were 16 teachers, one of whom was Shirley Nell Goodman

of Whynot who taught Business Education and also served as the

girls' basketball coach.

The lunch room staff were Virginia Robinson Jay, Shirley

Little and Elaine Welch.

Shirley Nell Goodman served as headmaster during the 1975 -

1976 period and the school closed after the 1976 - 1977 years.

For those who may be interested, Mrs. Virginia Robinson Jay

and Shirley Nell Goodman hold yearbooks of this school.

After the private school moved into the school building, the

officials built a concrete block, one-story elementary school in

front of the gym. This building was later torn down as renovation

efforts were commenced on the old school building by the Whynot

Community Club.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

IN MEMORY OF

THOSE WHO NEVER CAME BACK
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George Melvin Moore

Cpl. George Melvin Moore of Lauderdale County, a paratroop-

er, was killed on July 4, 1944 while fighting the Nazi in France.

This tragic news was received by his mother, Mrs. Margaret Ann

Means Moore of Whynot. She was the widow of George Brooks Moore.

This soldier, age 23, was born and reared in Lauderdale

County and educated at the Whynot Consolidated High School. He

enlisted in the army on Oct. 26, 1942 at Camp Shelby and was sent

to Camp Blanding, Fla., for basic training. Later he volunteered

for the Paratroop Corps and was transferred to Fort Benning, Ga.,

where he received his wings and boots when he graduated from the

famed Paratroop School located at that post.

After a short stay at Camp McCall, N.C., he was sent over-

seas to take part in the invasion of Europe.

Melvin was a handsome lad with an easy smile that showed off

his beautiful, even, white teeth. His siblings were: Raymond E.

Moore, Elsie Moore Smith (deceased), Betty Jean Moore Coker, E.L.

(Bill) Moore and Clarice Moore Griffis.

Melvin was a first cousin to the writer.
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Ira T. Scarbrough

PFC Ira T.Scarbrough lost his life on July 28, 1944 in the

Battle of France.

He was the son of Mr. & Mrs. W.C. Scarbrough, and his sib-

lings were Hazel, NOtie Mae, James and Leon Scarbrough. He was a

graduate of the Whynot Consolidated High School being one of its

outstanding students and athletic stars.

A native of Alabama, PFC Scarbrough came to Lauderdale County when

he was 12 years old. He was inducted into the army on Jan. 5, 1943

and trained with an infantry unit at Fort McClellan, Ala., Fort

Meade, Md, and Camp McCoy, Wis.

He went overseas in May, 1944, and was in combat about six

weeks before he was killed having participated in three major

engagements in France. He was awarded the Purple Heart posthumous-

ly for military efficiency and for wounds he suffered in combat.

Memorial services were held at the Center Grove Baptist Church for

PFC Ira T. Scarbrough on a Sunday afternoon shortly after word was

received by his parents of his death.

He was described as being blessed with a happy faculty of

winning friends and was respected for his high ideals and clean

cut character. For that his memory will forever remain a bright

and shining example to those he left behind.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

A partial listing of those who served their country

in WWI & WWII
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Some Whynot World War I Veterans

Preston Ponds, Quilla Boswell, Cliff Robinson, Joe Dawson, Otis Booker,

Edward G. Goodman, Odle Tims, Joe Shirley and W.M. Rainer, Sr. were some

of the youth who served in WWI. The writer is sure that there were others

whose names are not known at this time. Mr. Goodman will be 97 years old

in 1993.

Some Whynot World War II Veterans

Allen, Curtis Raymond son of Mr. & Mrs. Odis Allen

Booker, Otis A., Jr. son of Mr. & Mrs. Otis Booker

Buckalew, Otis & John R. sons of Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Buckalew

Buckalew, Grady & Jim sons of Mr. & Mrs. T.J. Buckalew 

Butler, Bobby Ray, C.E.Jr.

and J.E. sons of Mr. & Mrs. C.E. Butler,Sr.

Butler, Everett, Leland 

& Ray sons of Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Butler

Butler, Grady son of Mr. & Mrs. Junior Butler

Butler, Harold C. son of Mr. & Mrs. Carmen Butler

Butler, Julian son of Mr. & Mrs. Howard Butler

Butler, Lyle & Harold E. sons of Mr. & Mrs. Frank Butler

Butler, Norman & H.L. sons of Mr. & Mrs. Earnest Butler

Chatham, John B. son of Mr. & Mrs. C.E. Chatham

Culpepper, Levin E. son of Sam & Hassie Culpepper Culpepper,

Preston

Davis, John D., Sam R. sons of Mr. & Mrs. M.M. Davis 

and Solon M.

Ford, Curtis, Gilder, Lamar sons of Mr. & Mrs. Thomas U. Ford 

and Lavelle

Fuller, Billy Joe, Everett, sons of Herbert & Pearl Fuller 

Jack & Ray

Goodman, Brownlee & Horace sons of Mr. & Mrs.LoW Goodman

Goodman, James E. & J.C. sons of Mr. & Mrs. Edward G. Goodman

Haguewood, Algene son of Bill & Ruby Haguewood

Hoffer, William W. son of O.P. Hoffer

Jay, Chester,Eugene, Grady sons of Mr. & Mrs. Hubert C. Jay 

and James

Jones, Rollie Gordon son of Ernest F. Jones

Knight, Chestine, Eugene, sons of Mr. & Mrs. G.W. Knight 

Julian & L.Bernard

Linton, James Felix & sons of Mr. & Mrs. Bob Linton 

William L.

Miller, A.H., Jr. son of Rev. & Mrs. A.H. Miller

Moore, Raymond E. son of Brooks & Margaret Moore

Nichols, Edwin E. son of Mr. & Mrs. V.T. Nichols Pogue,

Arthur Jr., & Russell sons of Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Pogue

Pogue, Martin J son of Mr. & Mrs. Spinks Pogue

Reynolds, Earl son of Mr. & Mrs. P.S. Reynolds Reynolds,

Elton Ray 

& James E. sons of Mr. & Mrs.J.W. Reynolds,Sr.

Reynolds, Otto & Oscar sons of Mr. & Mrs. D.L. Reynolds

Roberson, Clyde, Edmund, sons of Mr. & Mrs. T.J. Roberson 

Grady, Horace, & Jamie
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Shirley, Harold B. son of Mr. & Mrs. Joe M. Shirley

Shirley, Odis son of Mr. & Mrs. Lamar Shirley

Sims, R.W. son of Rob & Mollie Sims

Smith, Jack son of Mr. & Mrs. John F. Smith

Tate, James D. son of Mr. & Mrs. J.V. Tate and brother

to Johnny Tate 

Thomas, James

There are perhaps others that the writer has no knowledge of

or proof of their serving. The writer was furnished newspaper

clippings by Carolyn McRae Temple which gave a great deal of

information.

Your writer enlisted in the Navy on June 22, 1940 and, after

twenty years, retired in 1960 as a warrant officer. During the

1942 - 1945 period, he was in the south Pacific and was gone from

Whynot for three years.

Vietnam Veteran

Buckalew, Danny son of Mr. & Mrs. John R. Buckalew 

Korean Conflict

Goodman, Arthur

Goodman, Ben Arthur son of Mr. & Mrs. Sam Goodman
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Chestine Knight

Son of G. W. & Callie Knight

Jim Buckalew

Son of J. T. & Lucy Means

Buckalew

Calvin Moffett

Bill Hoffer

1944



D. W. Carr

Son of Eugene &

Thelma Allen Carr

1945

Billy Dearman

Son of Mr. &

Mrs. Dallas

Dearman

J. C. Goodman

1946

Raymond Moore

1945

Levin Culpepper

1944

Byron Tims

Son of Odie & Rilla

Fuller Tims
Earl (Big Earl)

Reynolds

Son of P. S. &

Minnie L.. McRae

ReynoldsHarold B. Shirley

Son of Joseph & Nannie Reynolds

Shirley





1943
Girls’ Basketball Team

Front Row L. to R.

Carolyn McRae, Genelle Dorough, Annie Ruth Logan,Virginia Robinson,

Millie Jean Nickols

Second Row L. to R.

Della B. Allen, Annie Sue Allen, Sudie Grace Gibson, Genelle Butler, and

teacher Jean Bounds



Front row L. to R.

Delores Allen, Madelon Reynolds, Clyde Boggs, Clara Phillips, Cecil

Robinson, Margaret Ann Pogue

Back Row:

Joyce Ford, Bobby Raley, Sonny McRae, Leonard Pogue, Kathleen Sellers,

teacher, Norris Nichols, Dorothy Clarke Scruggs, teacher, Tommy Shannon,

Mabel Taylor



Graduation Class
1950

L. to R.  W. L. Miller, Jr.,  Sam Culpepper, Billy Goodman, William Carlisle,

Johnny Earl ford, Leon Scarbrough, Bobby Raley, Imelda Null, teacher, Ben

Harper, Norris Nichols, Delores Allen Reynolds, Mary Ellis Carr Sutter, Jean

McKinnon, Verna Sue Davis, Madelon Reynolds, Betty Jean Jackson

Note:  Johnny Ford, Bobby Raley and Mary E. Carr Sutter were married and

came back to school after a couple of years and graduated.

Imelda Null was the daughter of G. (George) W. Beeman who was County

Superintendent of Education for many years. The writer remembers Mr.

Beeman and was very fond of him.



Girls’ Basketball Tema
about  1944-1945

Front Row L. to R.

Madelon Reynolds, Imogene Smith, Millie Jean Nickols, Delores Roberson, Willie

Merle Butler

Back Row L. to R.

Delores Allen,  Mary Ellis Carr, Janelle Butler, Betty Pogue, Coach A. T. Harrison



10th Grade 1943

Front row L. to R.

Gertrude Sutter, Miller Jean Nickols, Carolyn McRae

Second Row L. to R.

Junior Pogue, Randolph Reynolds,  H. S. Sutter, Paul Linton, Eugene

Robinson

Third Row L. to R.

?, Annie Ruth Logan, Clarice pogue

Fourth Row L. to R.

Vinilia Sims, Genelle Butler, Dorothy Kinard, Annie Sue Allen



Boys’ Basketball Team

1944-1945

L. to R.

Randolph Reynolds, H. S. Sutter, Junior Pogue,

A. D. Moffett, J. G. Dorough



Front row left to right

Faye Reynolds, Hazel ?, Joan Haguewood, Clarice Moffett,

Ann Haguewood

Second Row left to right

Tommie Chatham, Gay Pogue, Hilda Shirley, Rebecca Allen, Mary

Jean Taylor, Evelyn Butler, Nodie Mae Scarborough



Front row left to right

Victor Dawson, Ben Arthur Goodman, Willie Dan Reynolds, Ray

Butler, Glenn Vaughn

Second row left to right

Charles Vaughn, Jerry Smith, Tommy Joe Butler, Algene

Haguewood, Roy Stevens



The Arthur Laura Cotton Pogue Home in

Whynot

Shown are Cleland Pogue and his wife Gethel.

This home was located just south of the Leo

McRae home on old Hwy 19S and just North of

the railroad track.





Bob Linton working at the Leo McRae Planer Mill.

Leo McRae sawmill and planer mill



Another view of the Leo mcRae operation which was the largest industry ever in

Whynot.

Smoke stack of Leo McRae sawmill



A section of Leo McRae’s sawmill



Mid 1940’s

Teacher Kathleen Sellers who came

to Whynot School to teach at the

same time as Dorothy Clarke

Scruggs began teaching

Ruth Allen Tedder

First taught in 1923-1924, then later

taught with her husband, T. H. Tedder



Thomas H. Tedder, Sr.

Principal and Teacher

Commenced 1933

Teacher

1950’s

Mrs. Elsie Parten

Janie

Reynolds sit-

ting in the front

yard of the old

Dave Carr

home. The

Carr store, as

it looked years

ago, is in the

background.

She was a

long time

music and

expression

teacher at

Whynot.



Dan Johnson

1950’s

Principal and Teacher

Mrs. Dan Johnson

1950’s



Ruth Carr Edwards

Teacher

1921-1922

daughter of Mr. & Mrs. D. W.

Carr

Jean bounds

Teacher in mid 1940’s

Married C. E. Butler Jr.

Teacher

Mamie Watts Shirley

1942-1943



Mr. & Mrs. Doug Little

He was Principal in the 1950’s

and she served as elementary

Principal in 1959-1960

Mrs. Kate Carr Reynolds

Teacher 1930-1931

Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. D. W. Carr

Married Leon Reynolds



Teacher

Ruth Reeves Lewis

Teacher

Kathryn Couch Lacy

Commenced in 1931



Teacher

Mrs. Edna Owen Linton

Commenced about 1939

A. T. Harrison

Principal in mid 1940’s



Teacher in 1930’s

Jesse Mattox Lowe

Wife of Luther Lowe

Mother of Dorothy Lowe Yochim, Jr.

L. to R.  Mrs. Virgie Dearman Butler and

her sister Miss Ella Dearman.   Miss Ella

was a long time dedicated teacher at

Whynot.  She was a teacher who was

tough and demanding, but all her stu-

dents loved her.  Miss Virgie taught in

the year 1920-1921.



Teacher

Mrs. H. L. (Lela) Carr

A dedicated teacher of the first and

second grades for over 50 years

Principal

Mr. James Stodard

Long time respected teacher and principal.

His first year at Whynot was in 1928



Teachers

1943

Back row L. to R.

James Stodard, Lela Carr

Front row L. to R.

Thelma Carr, Jean Bounds, and Fletcher Hughes

Mr. Hughes was principal in 1923-24.



A. T. Harrison

Principal and teacher

1940’s

Opal Robinson Patterson

Teacher - Middle 1940’s

Picture taken in front of the Junior

Butler Home
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Mrs. D.L. - 87

Doris - 24,39 

Dot - 77

Earl - 81

Elton Ray - 87 

Fredna Ruth - 28,41 

G.W. - 31

Hattie - 15,19,20 

Hilda Faye - 58 

James E. - 71,87 

Janie - 5,20,37 

Juanita - 50,53,54,55

J.W., Jr. - 6,28 

J.W., Sr. - 12,87 

Mrs. J.W., Sr. - 87 

Kate Carr - 14,26 

L.C. - 52

Leroy - 31

Lillie Ruth - 52,80

Lonnie Clyde - 80 

Madelon - 56,62 

Oscar - 87

Otto - 87

Ray - 43

P.S., 15,21,87 



Reynolds, Mrs. P.S. - 87 

Raybourne M., Sr. - 80

Randolph - 47 

Ruth - 57,63

Tom - 45 

Virginia Ann - 58

Willie Merle Butler - 77

Wm. Dan - 60,65 

W.M. - 29

Rhodes, L.N. - 21 

M.E. - 82

Rigdon, Berry - 17

Lillie Mae Goodman - 17

Riley, William Earl - 41 

Roberson, Bee - 59 

Clyde - 41,87

Roberson, Doris - 59 

Edmund - 87

Gerald - 68

Gertrude - 26 

Grady - 87

Horace - 87

Jamie - 87

T.J. - 87

Mrs. T.J. - 87 

Willie - 60

Robinson Family - 3 

Audie - 52

Billy Gene - 58 

Catherine - 28 

Carolyn - 55

Cecil - 57,64 

Cliff - 87

Dannie Paul - 17 

Deloris - 50,53,54,55

Doris - 64

Elma - 17

Eugene - 47

H.E. - 25

H.W. - 24

Joe Bill (Gene) 76,77

Kenneth - 48

Opal - 48,55,65 

Otto - 78

Sebe - 9



Robinson, Virginia - 48 

W.E. - 25

Wille Mae - 49 

William - 59,67

Rutledge, James - 82 

Mrs. James - 82

Sandifer, Gladys - 16

Scarbrough, Hazel - 85 

Ira - 40,43,85 

James - 49,85

Leon - 56,62,85 

NotieMae - 60,85 

Sadie Long - 40 W.C. 85

Mrs. W.C. - 85 

Will - 40

Scruggs, B.W. - 65 

Donald - 59

Mrs. R.E. (Dot Clarke) - 45,47,48,59,55

Sellers, Kathleen - 45,49,55 

Shannon Family - 3 

Adie Parker - 17

A. P. - 48,50 

J.P. - 61

Lois Goodman - 17,24 

Lonnie Frank - 58

Nell -60,61,66 

Parker - 59,61,68 

Stanley - 59,61,69

T.G. - 17

Tommy - 57,63 

Sherman T.G. - 48 

Shirley Family - 3

Harold B. - 43,87

Hilda - 60,66

Joe Lee - 37

Joe M. - 35,36,87

Mrs. Joe M. - 87

Lamar - 37,41,88

Mrs. Lamar - 88 

Mac - 46

Mrs. Mamie - 43 

Martin Ray - 47,76

Max - 67

Mildred - 48



Shannon, Odis - 41,64,65,67,88 

W.G. - 23,38,77 

Winfred - 48,77

Simmons, Myrtis Butler - 16

Sims Family - 3 

Lottie - 35 

Mollie - 88 

Nita - 58,61 Rob - 88

Roberta - 41 

R.W. - 88

Sims, Vinila - 47 

Willard - 28

Smith, Bobby - 58,70 

Elsie More - 84 

Gay - 58

Imogene - 49 Jack - 88

Jerry - 58,59,68

John F. - 88 

Mrs. J.F. - 88

Lowery - 58 

Malain - 28

Melwyn - 15 

R.W.- 8

Virginia - 40 

Wayne - 58

Sollie, Alford - 35 

Spencer, Mamie - 30,31,35

Raymond - 35

Stafford, Cora - 59 

Elliott - 58 

Joyce - 58

Stamper, Irene - 14

Stevens, Alton - 69,70

Stodard, James - 24,26,28,35,39,42,43,45,71 

Preston E. - 24,28,31,35,36,38,39,43,45,77

Sullivan,Kathy - 38 

Herman T. - 26

Sutter, Anita - 35 

Gertrude - 46 

Houston - 41 

H.S. - 22,47 

Sandra Gay - 58

Stancil - 24



Tate, Della B. Allen - 45

James D. - 88 

Johnny - 46,88 

J.V. - 88

Mrs. J.V. - 88

Ruth - 12

Taylor,Jerry - 59 

Jimmy - 60 

Lynn - 59

M.A. - 26,28 

Mable - 50,57,63

Mae Jean - 60,65

Shirley - 58

Tedder, Ruth Allen - 22,30

Tom H. - 22,30,31,35,36

Temple,Carolyn McRae - 40,43,88

G.V. - 50,63

Virginia Mae - 58,61,69

Tharp, Kathleen Sellers - 49

Thomas, Harvey - 57,63

Mary, 59

Sudie - 14 

Vera M. - 23

Tims Family - 3 

Mrs. - 77

Almagene - 49 

Bryan - 76,77

Byron - 46 

Hazel - 35,36 

J.A. - 16

Louise - 35,36

Mamie - 17

Myra Culpepper - 7 

Odle - 87

Vaughn Family - 3 

Charles - 59,67,74

Earl - 78

Florene Goodman - 24

Glen - 59,70 

Louise - 24 S

idney - 58,70 

W.E. - 48,50

Wallace Family - 3 



Waller, Preston -21 

Walters, Hazel Tims - 21

J.C. - 12

Welch, Elaine - 82 

Whitney, W.D. - 9,82 

Whynot Academy - 82

Whynot Community Club - 2,4,5,11,12,67,71,73-78 

Whitaker, Billy - 82

White, Aaron - 41

Cyrus - 24,39

Dee - 23,38

Lucille - 28

Marguretta - 28 

Wilkerson, Jerry - 82 

Williams, Nettie - 9

R.F. - 22

Williamson, H. - 66 

Thomas H. - 66,67 

Thomas L. - 65

Young, Mrs. - 38.43


