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Introduction: Stitches and History

There is a story of a man, lost and without provisions in an unfamiliar part of the country.  His greatest

problem is lack of water.  Though faint with hunger, he is literally dying of thirst. Then, to his joy he spots a

clump of distant buildings and makes his way toward them, only to discover that the village is deserted.  He

searches the buildings, discovers a few rusty cans of food, but not what he needs, water!  Then, in the square,

he sees an iron pump.  He grasps the handle and moves it frantically up and down to no effect. . . But as he

drops his head in discouragement, he sees, at the foot of the pump, a bottle of clear glass with a screw top, full

of water!

He removes the top with surprising ease, lifts the bottle to his lips. . . and then stops. He realizes that

the bottle of water is not to drink, but was left there to prime the pump. A decision is required. He pauses, but

not for long.  With his left hand, he steadily pours the precious fluid into the top of the pump, while working

the handle with his right. In less than a minute, water is pouring from the spigot! He catches the bottle full and

drinks, then lets the bottle fill once more, carefully replaces the top, and places the bottle where he found it. .

. for the next in line.

Several years ago, the church I attend celebrated Heritage Sunday, a special service in joyful

remembrance of members who had died during the year.  A trio of young men presented a current song which

they felt was appropriate for the occasion.  As you can see the author (whose name we were never able to

determine) used the concept above and extended it.

Water From Another Time

New mown hay on a July morn

The grandkids are running through the knee-high corn.

Sunburned nose and scabbed-up knee,

From the rope at the white oak tree.

Just another summer’s day at grandpa’s farm

With grandma’s bucket hanging off my arm.

You know the old pump’s rusty but it works fine

Primed with water from another time.

Chorus:

It don’t take much but you gotta have some

The old ways help the new ways come

Just leave a little extra for the next in line

You’re gonna need a little water from another time.

Tattered quilt on a goose down bed,

Every stitch tells a story, my grandma said.

Her mama’s nightgown, grandpa’s pants,

And the dress she wore to her high school dance.

Now wrapped at night in those patchwork scenes,

I waltzed with grandma in my dreams,

My arms, my heart, my life entwined

With water from another time

Repeat Chorus:

“Every stitch tells a story. . .” So it is with the pictures in this book which we present to you.  Many

stitches, many stories. . . and not stories made up to amuse, but the history of Lauderdale County and of

Meridian.  Accounts of the Choctaws and the settlers, of soldiers and slaves, of cotton gins and Iron Horses,

of flush times and hard times.

Although most of the quilt squares deal with events and artifacts, practically all of them also deal with

the people.  The text which appears on facing pages of the book are mostly quotations from Paths to the Past

by the founder of the Lauderdale County Department of Archives and History, Jim Dawson with Nan Fairley.

To those who wish a more complete story would do well to go to this book.



The “pump-primer” who created the beautiful quilts is Birdie Mae Rogers.  The Lauderdale County

quilt was finished in 1988 and the Meridian quilt in 1989. She has truly given us a bit of “water from another

time” to refresh and remind us of who we were and are.  The quilts have been seen from time to time, but when

not on display, have to be stored to prevent deterioration.  It is hoped that by the year 2000, if not sooner, they

will be on permanent display in a museum room at the Archives. In the interim they will be displayed at

announced times throughout the year.

Ed Shields, Director



Birdie Mae Dement

Rogers was born in Meridian

Mississippi; graduated from

Meridian High School in 1931;

and, after attending East

Mississippi Junior College at

Scooba Mississippi for two

years, went to work for her

Uncle, J. V. Dement, in

January 1934, at Dement

Printing Company.

D e m e n t  P r in t in g

Company, with it’s name in

very large print across the top

of the building and being

centrally located in front of

Lauderdale County Court

House, was often seen by

tourists or visitors passing

through who were interested in

the name “Dement”.  They

sometimes would stop by or

w r i t e  l a t e r  r e q u e s t i n g

information on the “Dement

Families”.

This was the beginning of an interest for Birdie Mae that has grown into a big hobby throughout the

years.  She has spent many hours of researching libraries, court houses, cemeteries, archives, and other people

in seeking her family history.  Also, along the way, an interest in anything of historical value has developed.

Birdie Mae retired from Dement Printing Company in 1983, just short of fifty years, and at the time

when Mr. Jim Dawson was to begin fulfilling his dream for a County Archives. So, what could be more natural

– she became one of the first part-time volunteers to work for Mr. Jim Dawson in the Archives; sorting

compiling, editing, indexing, shelving materials as they came in – doing whatever was needed.

She was married to Mr. Dewitt Rogers; has a son, Lewis F. Rogers, who is head of the Science

Department at Gainesville College in Gainesville, Georgia; and a daughter, Rebecca R. Kubler, who is Legal

Advocate for the Cherokee Family Violence Center in Canton, Georgia..
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Line 1, Block 1

MERIDIAN’S FIRST SETTLERS

“(Richard) Mclemore, who came to be known as ‘The Father of Meridian’ had put down, in 1834, his claim to 700 acres

where the city now stands.  The Virginia native and his wife, Nancy Perry Hill, built their first home, at what is now the

corner of Eighteenth Avenue and Eleventh Street. Out of hewn logs mortised with wooden pegs.”. . . he could stand  in

his front door and kill a deer or wild turkey in the morning.”  (However) Mclemore. . . must have heeded. . .  signs that

the M&O would bring boom times to Marion.  He sold the remainder of his land in the present Meridian area to

Ragsdale. . . and John T. Ball.

John T. Ball, a Kemper County merchant. . . envisioned that the then-forested holdings. . . acquired from Mclemore

would soar in value as the rails pushed their way through. . . .By October 3, 1855 the trains were in operation to

Sowashee Station, as the flag stop Ball built at his own expense  was dubbed. . . Ball and Ragsdale engaged in bitter

rivalry, . . . leaving a jig-saw pattern for the street that survives. . . Though Ball had gotten a post office in the name of

Meridian in 1854, signs for Sowashee, Ragsdale City and Meridian continued to be put up and taken down by opposing

factions.  Finally, the debate was settled when the village was chartered as Meridian on February 10, 1860, by the

Mississippi Legislature.



2

Line 1, Block 2

The “Iron Horse” Comes

. . . The “Iron Horse” was a stubborn beast, determined to push the county into a new era.  By May 1860, the new rail

line (now the Illinois Central) had progressed as far as Tunnel Hill, nine miles from Meridian.

The line running from Brandon to Meridian was on its way to completion.  After the Confederate government took charge

of the line, it was extended to Jackson and Vicksburg, with the job finished by May of 1861.

But the intersection of the new line with the  Mobile and Ohio did bring the Ball and Ragsdale predictions to fruition,

eventually transforming the plain flag stop Ball had built into the most important  railroad center in the  eastern part of

the state.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past p. 53.
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Line 1, Block 3

MERREHOPE

Merrehope, believed to be the only antebellum home in Meridian, is a 20-room mansion restored and furnished by the

Meridian Restorations Foundation.  The original cottage from which the home grew,

in the rear of the current structure, was used as headquarters for Confederate General Leonidas K. Polk

and was spared by General Sherman.  After the war the home was expanded.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past, p. 169
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Line 1, Block  4

MERIDIAN - THE TIMBER CENTER

J.F.H. Claiborne had recognized the value of the untapped natural resources of  the Piney Woods.  He predicted in the

1840's. . . that. . .“. . . the greatest source of wealth in this country must ultimately be–for it is now scarcely thought of–

the lumber trade. The whole east is thickly planted with  an almost unvaried forest of yellow pine.  Finer straighter,

loftier trees the world does not produce.  For twenty miles at a stretch in places you ride through these ancient trees and

see them untouched by the hand of man and only scratched by lightnin or the flying tempest.”

Timber moguls had by then (1907) realized the potential of the yellow pine region extending to the south and west of

the city, Meridian became a lumber industry center.  By the first decade of the twentieth century,

10,000 railroad cars of manufactured lumber were handled annually, representing a minimum of more than

one hundred million feet.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past, pp. 78-81
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Line 2, Block 1

THE RAGSDALE HOTEL

Built by Lewis A. Ragsdale, one of the founders of Meridian.  Erected in 1865, located  just south of the tracks, and

slightly west of Twenty Second Avenue. Mr. Ragsdale, who clearly knew how to turn a phrase, advertised as “just 50

steps from the depot.” He also had a covered wooden walkway built  over the thick mud of the “street.”

From the notes of Mrs. B.M. Rogers
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Line 2, Block  2

BOARD OF TRADE AND COTTON EXCHANGE

Bolstering the city in its role as a major center of cotton trade and manufacturing was the Meridian Cotton Exchange

and Board of Trade, the forerunner of Meridian’s Chamber of Commerce, organized in 1873.  All twenty five firms

making up the original Meridian Board of   Trade and Cotton Exchange were cotton dealers.

Such city leaders as Tom Lyle, H. Threefoot, T.C. Carter, Levi Rothenberg, F.W. Williams, and M. Winner served on

the board.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past, p. 88
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Line 2, Block 3

A VIEW BY THE PRESS HARPER’S WEEKLY, January 17, 1880

One view of the impact cotton had in Meridian was set forth by a correspondent for Harper’s Weekly.

That reporter, remarking on the city’s amazing rebound from the devastation of the yellow fever epidemic of 1878, wrote

of the astonishing “revival of prosperity and business activity” in Meridian, which then had a population of about  4,000.

Telling of a cotton blockade, the correspondent wrote “thousands upon thousands of cotton bales accumulate there, and

often it happens that the railroads can not furnish  sufficient facilities for their transportation.”  Sketches accompanying

the article depict the result - “Traffic jams” of hundreds of wagons piled up to two stories high with locally produced

cotton.  During the height of the fall harvest, the Harper’s Weekly reporter said of Meridian, “Money is plentiful, and

gaiety (sic) pervades all classes of people.”

Dawson/Fairley, Paths to the Past p.88, 90
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Line 2, Block 4

OLD CITY HALL

Pre-1915, also  Market and Fire Station

Meridian’s first City Hall was located in the  Con  Sheehan Hall.  It was here that Jefferson Davis, President of the

Confederate States of America once addressed the citizens of Meridian. The successor to the temporary city  hall was

located at the intersection of Twenty-Third Avenue and Fifth Street and contained, in addition to municipal offices, a

market, and the fire station.  This is the structure shown in this book. This was the location at which the local paper

recorded: “Meridian Police arrested their first auto speeder, who passed the City Hall at terrific rate of 20 miles per

hour!” (1910) This building was replaced by the present one in

1914-15.

From the notes of Mrs. B.M. Rogers
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Line 3, Block 1

ST. PATRICK’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

This congregation began meeting in 1868 and before long, a school, St. Aloysius’ Academy, staffed

in 1877 by  four members of the Sisters of Mercy.  They  had barely settled in when the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1878

called Father Louis Vally, the four Sisters and many other brave Meridianites to put their lives on the line with countless

acts of heroism. Father Vally earned a lasting status as one of the city’s heroes. After his death, the city granted special

permission for him to be buried in the churchyard of St. Patrick’s and named a nearby street in his honor.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past, p.77
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Line 3, Block  2

WHITFIELD GRADE SCHOOL

Popularly called “Big Central”

Meridian had its own public high school,  “Big Central”, since 1888. As proud as this city has been

of its school system over the years, it was 1918 before a young person could get a 12  grade education without goingth

elsewhere.  Originally, completing high school meant 10 grades.  In 1908 an 11  grade was added;th

then finally the 12 , ten years later.th

Shank: Meridian, The Queen with a Past, Vol II, p. 127

N.B.  It was while the grading was being done to build “Big Central” that the graves of soldiers who died

in the Confederate Military Hospital on this site were discovered.  Their remains (names unknown)

were reverently removed to the mound in Rose Hill Cemetery.
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Line 3, Block 3

THE GRAND OPERA HOUSE

One of the symbols of Meridian’s cultural growth was the Grand Opera House.  Built around 1890 near the Marks-

Rothenburg Company and active as a cultural center through the 1920's, the elaborate structure was host to vaudeville

and minstrel shows, operas and other performances by stars such as Sarah Bernhardt, Lon  Chaney, and Helen Hayes.

The Opera house. . . featured an elegant interior decorated in cream, blue, gold and red, with two balconies. . .  And four

special boxes with velvet hangings and gilded chairs.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past,   p. 95
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Line 3, Block 4

THE FEDERAL BUILDING – 1897-1933

Standing on the northeast corner of the intersection of Eighth Street and Twenty Second Avenue, with instruments

for checking temperature and wind speed atop its square tower, the Federal Building was a Meridian landmark at the

beginning, it was more commonly known as the  “Post Office,” and was in use until the completion of the present

Federal Building and Post Office in 1933.
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Line 4, Block 1

COCA-COLA

. . . Meridian, Mississippi was one of the first 28 cities in the nation to receive a franchise to bottle  this famous drink.

. . 1902.  P.N. Poindexter was the successful bidder (at a 1904 bankruptcy sale), beginning a 

long and successful operation lasting until his death in 1936.  Local historian, Jack Shank, recounts an example of

Poindexter’s ingenuity when faced with a power failure.“To meet the demand of his customers, he drove his wife’s new

Cadillac into the plant, attached the rear wheel to the machinery’s drive belt

and continued to bottle his soft drink. . . His wife, Miss Daisies, . . . claimed her Cadillac never drove the same again.”

Shank: The Queen with a Past, Vol. III, p. 46
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Line 4, Block 2

MERIDIAN FEMALE COLLEGE

“Ignorance. . . will make woman the slave of man, . . . education will make her his equal. . .”

1868 Catalog of MFC

The East Mississippi Female College, which had been established by Methodists in 1869, had 380 students by 1900.

The college building, at the corner of Twenty Third Avenue and Eleventh Street burned several years later, and the

school moved to an area subsequently known as College Heights  in the northwestern section of town.  Under J.W. and

M.A. Beeson, the school became the Meridian Male and Female College,

and boasted a combined enrollment of 855 students in 1907.  Spread over 200 acres, the campus became known as one

of the largest music schools in the South.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past, p. 99
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Line 4, Block 3

UNION STATION

By 1900, five different railroads belonging to three different systems were centered in Meridian.  The jewel in the

railroading crown in Meridian was,  . . . the Union Passenger Station, built at a cost of $250,00. The station, which had

a frontage of three city blocks, was built in the old Spanish Mission style. Three train sheds next to the depot

accommodated dozens of passenger trains each day.  In the early 30' and 40's, passengers were summoned to board the

train not by a grating loudspeaker, but by the melodious chant of Susie Glover, who would lean  her broom or mop

against the wall and call off the names of the stations, with the final station on the route drawn out, e.g. . . . . “An New

Yaaawk Ciiiity!”

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past, p. 101

and memories. . . .
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Line 4, Block 4

ELECTRIC TROLLEY CARS

Between 1890 and 1900, the miracle of electricity modernized Meridian’s mule-drawn streetcars and gas lights.  By the

turn of the century, the streetcars were running on electric lines,  which served to expand the residential areas in all

directions.

Paths to the Past, p. 91

The Meridian Light and Railway Company was incorporated February 22, 1901 as a successor to the Meridian Street

Railway and Power Company. At the height of its operations, the M.L.&R. Co. owned 35 cars,. . . 

Meridian’s car lines ran over slightly more than 15 miles of track.  When Meridianites voted on a streetcar referendum

on July 23, 1925, only 316 citizens voted to retain trolley transportation.

Brooks, F.A. Jr.: Stories About Street Cars, LCDA&H collection
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Line 5, Block 1

THE DENTZEL CAROUSEL  SITUATED IN HIGHLAND PARK

In operation since 1909, the carousel is a National Historic Landmark and the world’s only two-row stationary Dentzel

menagerie in existence.  Manufactured between 1892 and 1899 by Gustave Dentzel of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the

carousel is listed on the National Register of Historic places. Original oil paintings of museum quality adorn the top

crown of the Carousel. All animals are meticulously hand carved of  bass and poplar wood.

Guide to Meridian, LCDA&H collection
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Line 5, Block 2

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

During the mayoralty of John Woods Parker (1907-1917), a number of building projects were undertaken.

Some of these remain, of which the most attractive is the new City Hall. . . . built by architect P.J. Krouse and consultant

C.L. Hutchinson in 1914-1915. It was considered an architectural marvel and outstanding municipal headquarters for

a city of Meridian’s size.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past, p. 94-95
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Line 5, Block 3

THE FLYING KEYS

“On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright changed human history.  For twelve seconds their frail plane flew

120 feet over the sands of Kitty Hawk, North Carolina.  On July 1, 1935, exactly thirty two  years, six months, and fifteen

days after the Wright’s maiden voyage, two pilots in Meridian Mississippi, proved to the world just how far an airplane

could fly and its pilots could endure. When their tiny, single engine Curtis Robin airplane, named the “Ole Miss” for

the state of Mississippi, landed before a wildly enthusiastic crowd of between 30,000 and 40,000 well-wishers, Al and

Fred Key stayed above the earth longer than any other human beings.”

Owen: The Flying Key Brothers and Their Flight to Remember, p. VII

N.B.  The “Ole Miss” now flies in the National Air and Space Museum, Washington D.C.  There are still those who

heard, saw, and were proud in 1935. EWS
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Line 5, Block 4

JIMMIE RODGERS

“The Singing Brakeman”, “America’s Blue Yodeler”

One of Lauderdale County’s famous sons’ Jimmie Rodgers, would grow up listening to the fiddling and picking of

musicians. His soulful melodies, with roots deep in his rural heritage, helped him earn fame as “The Singing Brakeman.”

Working various railroad jobs around the state until 1916, he was employed as a brakeman on passenger runs between

New Orleans and Meridian by 1918.  Besides railroading, Rodgers’s life was shaped by his marriage to  Carrie

Williamson, inspiration of many of his songs, and the diagnosis that he carried a dread disease, tuberculosis.

Through the late 1920's and early 1930's his vocal and guitar style helped shape a “new” style of music. As Rodgers’

fame spread, he became a Depression-era hero. . .

Rodgers’ stay at the top of the entertainment world would be brief, ending May 26, 1933, in a New York City

hotel suite when he could fight off his tuberculosis no more. His body would be sent home to Lauderdale County,  for

burial in the Oak Grove cemetery in Meridian.  Today, he is honored yearly with the  Jimmie Rodgers Memorial Festival.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past, p. 115-116
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Line 1, Block 1

Sam Dale Monument

“Father of Lauderdale County”

“Later in life, Dale’s restless nature would be tamed by the beauty of the Choctaw land, and he purchased two

sections from Choctaw Chief Iochohopi near Lizelia.  ‘Big Sam’ died in 1841,  and his remains were removed from

his homestead to Daleville in 1965.  A statue stands today in the small community that bears his name, a permanent

tribute to a man described as physically and morally like the Indians with whom he dealt.”

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 19
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Line 1, Block 2

BEGINNINGS OF LAUDERDALE COUNTY

“On December 23, 1833, Lauderdale County was born. The greater part of the territory acquired in the treaty with the

Choctaws was divided in 16 counties, including Lauderdale, named in honor of Col. James Lauderdale, a hero of the war

of 1812.  The new Lauderdale County, bounded on the north by Kemper,

on the east by  Sumter County, Alabama, on the south by  Clarke county, and on the west by  Newton County,

has a land area of approximately 680 square miles.  Despite speculators’ success in driving up prices. . . An eighty-acre

tract could be had for a mere $100. Consequently, the rush for land was on, as citizens of the older South– North

Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, and Virginia, poured in. By the end of the pivotal decade, the county’s

population would have doubled, to more than 5000. . . in 1840.”

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past. p.24
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Line 1, Block 3

TREATY OF DANCING RABBIT CREEK

“. . . the Choctaw gave in to the pressure that had grown into coercion since statehood became a fact in 1817.

The document signifying the capitulation– the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek– would be the key that would open the

door to the formation of Lauderdale County.  That treaty spelled the end to the Choctaw hold

on the last of their Mississippi homelands. . .”

“This final treaty of the Choctaw, negotiated between the forks of the Dancing Rabbit Creek in Noxubee County, was

not signed without great agony and debate.  About 6,000 Choctaw, or one fourth of the Indian population, came to the

conference to meet with delegates from President Andrew Jackson, Secretary of War John Eaton and General John

Coffee.  Representing Choctaw concerns at the historic conference were the leaders of the three districts,  Greenwood

Leflore, Moshulitubbe, and Nittakechi,  then chief of the Coosa district of this area.”

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  P. 23, 24.
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Line 1, Block 4

BRICKALO

“Oldest Occupied House?”

“. . . Brickalo, an antebellum stagecoach inn that may  well be the oldest occupied home in Lauderdale County. . .

Restored in 1973  owners Chatt and Harriet McGonagill, . . . the county’s only surviving example of this pioneer

architectural style.  . . . built of heart pine and slave-made bricks, and today still features the original hand-planed lumber.

. .”

“The McGonagills say the history of their home reflects the county’s stagecoach days. Vincent Delk, an early resident

of the county, was commissioned by Joseph P. Warren in the early part of  the nineteenth century to build the house.

Delk became the owner in 1834, bringing his bride to live in the home.  It was expanded in the 1830's, with kitchen and

slave quarters added to the main two-story structure. The Delks operated a stagecoach inn, welcoming travelers

journeying on the stage route that ran in front of their home, from Gainesville, a thriving  river town on the Tombigbee

in Alabama, to Decatur, Mississippi.”

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 32
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Line 2, Block 1

BAINES HOTEL

“In the 1850's, the two-story Banes (Baines) Hotel was a popular inn, which featured  ‘Meals of venison or pork, rice,

sweet potatoes, cornbread and sweet potato beer.’ Each room had a coal oil lamp and a box of matches on the table.”

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  P. 48.
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Line 2, Block 2

BALL’S  STORE

(Presently 28  Ave. & 7  St.)th th

John T. Ball, one of the founders of Meridian,  built a flag stop and named it Sowashee Station. At about the same time,

Ball opened a log store, Lewis A. Ragsdale, his rival in the development of the area, opened a tavern in the old Mclemore

home.  (Ragsdale modestly wished the settlement to be called “Ragsdale City”)

The Mobile & Ohio trains  were steaming into Ball’s flagstop by October 3, 1855.  The name of the place was settled

by the  State Legislature on February 10, 1860: Meridian.

Paraphrased from Paths to the Past.  P. 51, 52.
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Line 2, Block 3

STUCKEY’S BRIDGE

Lauderdale County’s Oldest Bridge

. . . legend holds one notorious Dalton Gang member known as Stuckey murdered and robbed countless victims in the

southwestern corner of the county during the first half of the nineteenth century.  During the height of his criminal

activity, Stuckey apparently decided the isolated crossing on what was then a major east-west route across the county,

would be an ideal spot for his villainy.  Old-timers claim the “river rat” would detain travelers, kill them and dispose of

their bodies in the Chunky.  Today, rumor holds that Stuckey’s ghost haunts the bridge that bears his name. . .

The bridge, designated a Mississippi Landmark in 1987, is the oldest bridge in the county, the Board of Police having

let a contract for the bridge in 1847.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 54



30

Line 2, Block 4

COOPER NORMAL COLLEGE (COOPER INSTITUTE)

One of the most significant of the schools that opened just after the Civil War ended was the Cooper Institute in

Daleville.  Today all that remains of one of the county’s  first schools for higher learning is a dormitory for girls on the

property of  Bill Wright across from the Daleville United Methodist Church.

The school was in the heart of Daleville, two miles from the Kemper-Lauderdale county line.  In  its  hey-day, the

Cooper Institute was an innovative educational establishment, which its founder, Leonard Cooper of Lizelia, said his

uncle established the school after passing through the area on his way home from the Civil War and finding a spot “ideal

for his dream.”

By 1865, the Cooper Institute accepted its first students and soon became “an important school with many students.”

After several decades, the Cooper Institute closed in 1890.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 75, 76.
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Line 3, Block 1

CONFEDERATE CEMETERY, LAUDERDALE

The two-story hospital was usually crowded with sick and wounded Confederates brought from battlefields in the north

via the Mobile & Ohio tracks.  Next to the hospital was the dreaded “death house” where soldiers beyond medical help

lived out their last moments.  Up a hill from the “death house” a cemetery was established for the hundreds who died

at Lauderdale Springs.  The cemetery,. . . became the final resting place for more than 1020 Confederate soldiers and

80 men who wore the Union Blue.  Most of the men were buried in the Lauderdale Confederate-Union Cemetery under

tombstones marked “Unknown Confederate Soldier”

or “Unknown Union Soldier” . . .

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 59
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Line 3, Block 2

LAUDERDALE SPRINGS HOTEL

Developers promoted the curative powers of the mineral waters and built a two-story hotel on the property.

As the area grew in popularity, a spur rail line was built leading from “Springs Depot”, as Lauderdale was known then,

to the resort grounds.

In addition to the main hotel, the resort featured cottages, a large dance pavilion and bath houses.  The hotel and cottages

were booked throughout the summer, and some guests stayed year round. . . . The Lauderdale Republican pointed out

‘lovers of summer can here pass through the sultry months without scarce perceiving the rapid flight of time.’

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 47.
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Line 3, Block 3

CAUSEYVILLE GRIST MILL

The grist mill at Causeyville was probably opened and working by some time in the 1860's and was eventually expanded

to include a general store.

(See line 5, block 2)
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Line 3, Block 4

THE HAVEN INSTITUTE & NEGRO NORMAL COLLEGE

The Haven Institute, an historically significant black institution of higher education, took over the Beesons’ school in

1921.

After taking over the Beeson facilities, Haven featured “the most elaborate musical equipment of all schools in the South”

and a chapel with a spacious auditorium with a seating capacity of 1500.  The forty five member Haven Symphony

Orchestra, and a pipe organ, furnished music daily for chapel services.  The curriculum offered a two-year teacher

education program and a variety of other classes to students from twenty- six states.

After the school’s property was transferred to Rust College in North Mississippi, Haven closed in 1928-29.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 99, 100.
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Line 4, Block 1

Con Sheehan Hall

. . . growth helped bring the county seat from Marion to Meridian in 1871.  That year the courthouse was moved into Con

Sheehan Hall which served as the center of county government until the late 1870's. In its hey-day, Con Sheehan Hall,.

. . .Also housed the city’s post office and served as city hall at one point.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past. p. 70.
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Line 4, Block 2

OLD LAUDERDALE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 1880-1903

As  the county grew, its courthouse moved from the Con Sheehan Hall into a large, two-story building situated on the

current courthouse site.  Occupied in 1880, this courthouse was destroyed by fire in 1903.  Before the fire, the building

had been the grandest courthouse built in the county.  The building fronted Fifth Street and featured  large stairs leading

from the ground floor to the  first floor level. Courthouse visitors entered across a large veranda. The offices for the

sheriff, circuit clerk, and other officials were on the ground floor.

An expansive courtroom, used by circuit and chancery judges, was upstairs.  An impressive clock tower topped off the

structure.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 94.
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Line 4, Block 3

LAUDERDALE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 1905-1939

When the 1880 building burned, courthouse activities were once again conducted from the Con Sheehan

Hall. . .. . . . Contractor C.M. Rubush built the present courthouse building in 1904-1905 at an estimated cost of

$150,000.  Since its completion, the building has undergone extensive remodeling; the county jail was added to the

building in 1939.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 94.
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Line 4, Block 4

TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL

Congregation Beth Israel dates back to 1869 with less than 10 members. For awhile the members met in a little school

house on the corner of 24  Avenue and 9  Street. Later they occupied the second floor of Sheehan’s Hall on the cornerth th

of 25  Avenue and 5  Street.  In 1876 the congregation, now numbering 50 members, erected its first Temple on a siteth th

(triangular block) between 7  and 8  Street on 22  Avenue.th th nd

In 1906, the Temple suffered a serious fire, and a new Temple was built at the corner of 24  Avenue and 11  Street,th th

NE corner.  The present Temple at 14  Place in  North Meridian was erected in 1964.th

Dveirin: The Meridian Star, November 26, 1994
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Line 5, Block 1

WECHSLER SCHOOL

Legend holds that the German-born Rabbi Jacob Wechsler helped push for better education facilities for blacks.  In 1887,

his efforts paid off.  A bond issue was passed, and the city purchased a plot on 15  Street between 30  and 31  Avenues.th th st

The school, named in honor of Rabbi Wechsler, was the first brick building erected in Mississippi for black students out

of proceeds of a bond issue approved by whites.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 99.
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Line 5, Block 2

CAUSEYVILLE GENERAL STORE AND GRIST MILL

At the heart of Causeyville is the  Causeyville General Store and Grist Mill. The general  store, restored by owner Leslie

Hagwood, is a nineteenth-century building that shows how community stores served vital roles

in many rural areas across the South. Corn is still ground the old-fashioned way at  the store, which is listed on the

National Register of Historic Places.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p. 160.
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Line 5, Block 3

BARNEY GUNN COTTON GIN

To cash in on cotton, farmers needed cotton gins, where seeds were removed from the crop.  During cotton’s hey-day,

many communities in Lauderdale County featured cotton gins. One such gin was the one built by J.D. Gunn in 1937.

The Gunn gin, in Topton off U.S. Highway 45 North, was active from 1937 until 1973, when it was no longer profitable

to  operate a small cotton farm.  The gin typically operated seventy-five days a year.  The peak period was usually in the

fall, when the crop ripened in the fields.  Early in the mornings, wagons or trucks would arrive heaped with cotton.

A crowd would gather to watch the ginning process, which began with the cotton being weighed and then sucked up with

a huge vacuum cleaner device.  Next, the cotton went through  an impact cleaner, a dryer and then a heating process.

After this step, it was cleaned again, and the cotton and seed separated.  The seed went into a trough, which carried it

to a storehouse.  The seed would then be returned to the farmer, or later sold for livestock feed.  The cotton went into

the lint flue, where it was cleaned once again dried and pressed and pressured into bales.

Dawson/Fairley: Paths to the Past.  p.130-131
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Line 5, Block 4

MARION STRAWBERRIES

A page in Paths to the Past shows a photo, which is reproduced on this square of the quilt, of one of the crates

of strawberries  ready for shipping out, probably on one of the refrigerated boxcars that we used to watch being “iced

down” near the GM&O office at the 22 Avenue crossing. This same page also shows at least a half-dozen trucks  ladennd

with crates of strawberries ready to be loaded onto a  railway car in the background which

already has a good load.

Photo made in the late 1920's or early 1930's.


