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Dedication
This book is dedicated to the movers
and shakers, the Jewish merchants, industrialists, and bankers who built our city:
to the Cahns, the Rothenbergs, the
Threefoots, the Meyers, the Markses,
Baums and Rosenbaums, the Loebs, Kleins
and the Elsons.

Foreword
We were not able to credit all the talented
photographers whose work appears in this volume; some of the information simply is no longer
available.
But we can and do thank those who furnished
for publication:
The Cahn family photos used in Chapter 1
— Edgar H. Morrison.
The Butler home photos, including the Molpus
family pictures — Dr. and Mrs. W. F. Scaggs.
TheVinson family photos on page 24 — Mrs.
LeeVinson.
The Meed family photos on pages 31 and 32
— Mrs. Ralph A. Smith, Jr., daughter-in-law of letter
writer Charlotte Meeds Smith, who was such a goldmine
of information.
The Matty Hersee Wright portrait on page
38 — Carol James of the Meridian/Lauderdale County
Public Library, for unearthing and allowing us to photograph it.
Elson collection sketches on page 49, and
access for the photos on pages 47, 50, 51 — the Hon.
Frederick Dale and Peggy Clark Harbour of DeKalb.
In addition , we offer a special word of thanks to
all the friends, old and new — too numerous to list —
who contributed information, speculation, and interesting
tales about the homes that have survived thus far, and
which we hope will survive for another century, carrying
forward and preserving for generations yet to come our
precious sense of times past.
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CAHN
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While their
husbands
built the
commerce
that built Meridian, the ladies presided over
hearth and home, bringing style and grace to
their surroundings. Mary Elizabeth Wilson
(Mrs. Edward) Cahn, left, may have used an
electric runabout for mundane matters like
household errands, but special occasions like
the July 4, 1899, Flower Parade — a challenge
too tempting for an enthusiastic gardener and
garden club organizer to ignore — brought
forth the entry shown below, a fanciful mode
of transportation sure to stop traffic in any
circumstances.
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Chapter One
The Edward Cahn Home (Hollybrook Restaurant)
1200 22nd Avenue

T

oday, on entering Hollybrook in
search of Meridians finest dining,
one gets the feeling of stepping back
in time. Hollybrook Restaurant, established
in 1990, occupies the former home of
Edward and Mary Elizabeth Wilson Cahn.
The Cahns, who in their day were among
Meridians most prominent and interesting
citizens, lived there from 1905 until Mrs.
Cahn passed away in 1931. Her husband
stayed on in the house they had shared until
his own death, July 6, 1942.
In the course of their years in the house,
the Cahns lived through what many have
regarded as Meridians Golden Era, a time
when the city, and the Cahns themselves,
experienced tremendous prosperity. In many
ways, their house, and its history, exemplify
that era.

The Cahn Family
Edward Cahn was born in Worms,
Germany, the son of Isrol (or Isral) Cahn
(Edwards mothers name is unknown).
Born May 28, 1849, Edward arrived in
America at the age of 16, on April 14, 1865,
the day John Wilkes Booth shot President
Abraham Lincoln. Although the exact point
of his entry is unknown (probably Charleston, South Carolina), it is known that Edward first established his home in Atlanta,
Georgia, where he went to work in the
business of a relative, Moses Frank Cahn.
Although legally blind, Moses Cahn was
very successful in the cottonseed oil business,
his knowledge of which he would pass on to
the young Edward. Later, Edward would
honor his mentor by naming one of his own
sons Frank.
3.

Edward’s mentor, Moses Cahn

Mary Cahn in formal attire

Gathering of the Cahns — Standing: Edward, Jr. and his wife Adeline; E. A. Morrison and son Ernest, with Rosalie
Cahn Morrison; Maud Cahn Dabbs and Mark E. Dabbs; Annie C. Cahn Scott. Seated: Malise Cater, Gene Cater,
Josie Cahn Cater; Franklin Cater; Mary E. (Mrs. Edward) Cahn, Sr.; Mark Dabbs, Jr., Edward, Sr., Spenser
Scott.
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Born in England on July 22, 1853, Mary
Elizabeth Wilson, like the man she married,
emigrated to the United States. The daughter
of Michael and Jane Green Wilson, Mary
came to the USA with her family, eventually
settling in Atlanta.
It was there that Edward and Mary first
met. Although of different religious persuasions  Edward was Jewish, Mary Episcopalian  they married on March 7, 1877. The
Cahns resolved what might otherwise have
been a problem by adhering to their individual faiths, apparently with little friction.
Their children were raised in the Episcopal
Church. The marriage was a successful one,
yielding five children by 1885. Around 1886
the family moved to Columbus, Mississippi,
where their sixth child, Rosalee, was born.
In Columbus the Cahns established their
own cottonseed oil business. Apparently
Edward had learned his trade well; he would
later own a similar enterprise in West Point,
Mississippi. By 1894, the Cahns had made
their way to Meridian, where they established
the Eagle Cotton Oil Company, on 16th
Avenue South between C and D Streets.
Edward served Eagle Oil as president, with
his son Edward Jr., as vice-president. Not that
his interests were limited to the cottonseed
business  in that same year, Edward Sr.
served as the president of the Dunigan Stave
and Cooperage Company, a manufacturer of
wooden barrels for the shipping and storage
of various liquid products (cottonseed oil,
wine, turpentine, and so on). In this venture, headquartered at the foot of Fourth
Avenue South, the elder Cahn was joined
by S.L. Dunigan (vice president), J.W.
Bostick (secretary) and E.S. Bostick (treasurer). Cahn also served as the president of
the Cahn Bank and Trust Company, where
Edward Jr. was his vice president. Further,

in 1918-19 E. Cahn seved as vice president
of the Lauderdale Cotton Mills, Inc., situated on the south side of Fourth Street
between Seventh and Eighth Avenues, now
the site of Acme Plaza shopping center. In
all these ventures, Mary played an active
role, handling many of the behind-thescenes activities necessary to the success of
such varied undertakings.
The Cahn bank, which stood at the
southeast corner of 23rd Avenue and Fourth
Street, would merge with Guaranty Bank in
October 1933, but the merger did not
improve the banks circumstances and like
so many others it was forced to close by
1935. It is worth noting that Cahn paid off
all the banks bills and accounts prior to its
closure.

The House
Like the rest of Mississippi, the land
where Hollybrook stands today was ceded by
the Choctaw Indians to the United States
under the provisions of the Treaty of Dancing
Rabbit Creek (the creek flows through the
area now called Noxubee County). In 1836,
Richard McLemore, reputed father of Meridian, bought the land through the Federal
Land Office at Augusta (Perry County),
Mississippi. In the mid-1850s, Lewis A.
Ragsdale, an attorney and developer from
Alabama, bought the land from McLemore
and began surveying and developing the
property. With the coming of the railroad,
Ragsdales purchase, most of which now lies
within the boundaries of the city, made its
developer a healthy profit.
The first recorded sale of the future site
of Hollybrook, lots 11 and 12 of block 19
(Ragsdale Survey), took place on September 16, 1867, to a Robert M. Ross. In the
aftermath of the Civil War, and the general
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disruption that characterized the times, the
deed was not recorded until three years
later. By 1878, the lots were valued at
$1,250 (the sum reflecting the value of the
property when taxes were paid, as reported
in the estate settlement of Robert M. Ross,
Sr.).
The next owners of the property were
W.S. and Mattie H. Lott. Although the deed
was apparently never recorded, the Lotts
probably purchased the land from the Ross
estate sometime around 1880 (failure to
register a deed was not an uncommon
occurrence during this period). Although
the Lotts never lived on the property, there
may have been a rental house on it; however, there is no evidence that any structure
was torn down to clear the lot for the Cahn
house. In 1918, the Lotts were listed as
residing at 2224 14th Street.
On February 19, 1903, Mary Cahn
purchased the land for what was to be her
future home,* alongside what was then
commonly called Silk Stocking Road
(present-day 22rd Avenue from the Post
Office to 14th Street). 1903 would prove a
bittersweet time for the family. While it was
the year in which the Cahns began construction of their dream house, on August
12 they sustained a terrible loss in the
death of their oldest child, Frank W., then
just 26 years old, who had followed his
father into the world of business as a budding real estate man.
By 1905 the Cahns new home was
completed. Reflecting Marys taste, the building was grand in scale and lavishly appointed.
And the lady of the house, who enjoyed the
finer things of life, turned their home into
the center of Meridians social life, hosting
* Indications are that Mary Elizabeth Wilson Cahn had money
of her own, likely inherited from her family.

6.

numerous parties, receptions and nuptials.
The tree-shaded neighborhood was home
to a number of the citys most prominent
families, including the Threefoots, the
Rothenbergs, and the Loebs, among others.
Hosted by either Mary or one of her daughters, gatherings at the Cahns are still remembered by some of Meridians older
citizens. For male visitors, an attic game
room boasted a full-size billiards table.
Although both the elder Cahns were
small in stature  under five feet tall  the
interior of the house was grand, with high
ceilings and tall cabinets, as well as an impressive array of woodwork and moldings. The
structure included a full basement where
the familys longtime servants, Lee and
Hester McGowan, lived. The McGowans,
listed on the 1910 census as 60 and 53
years old respectively, took care of daily
household chores, such as cooking, cleaning and routine maintenance.
The Cahns were very active in civic
affairs. Mary was deeply involved in the Girl
Scouts and was a charter member of St. Pauls
Episcopal Church (she donated $100 to the
church at its founding in 1902). Although the
more reserved of the two, Edward was also
active in community affairs as a member of
the Meridian Rotary Club. A picture of
Edward, Sr., and his fellow Rotarians of 1921,
is displayed at the County Archives.
Many older residents remember Mary
Cahn not so much for her social life as for
the cars she drove. As Edward never
learned to drive, Mary had command of the
familys two automobiles. One, a large
Lincoln, was said to be so big that a person
could stand up in the back. The other, and
perhaps better remembered, was an electric
model driven only if its two flower vases

Fittings such as the light fixture at top left, the butler call board,
left , and the stained glass door panels above give evidence of the
care taken with even the minor details of the Cahns’ lovely home.

7.

sions in Marys will deeding the property to
Edward and further stipulating that on his
death, the house was to pass to any surviving children or grandchildren.

Mary
Elizabeth
Wilson Cahn
and Edward
Cahn, Sr.
ca. 1930

held fresh flowers. For years after its active
service, the electric car was stored at the
Eagle Cotton Oil Company. At some point
(date unknown), a man hired to restore the
car dismantled it, but then disappeared,
and the effort to rescue it came to nothing.

Edward remained in the home until his
death on July 6, 1942, at age 93, cause unknown. At the time, Edwards widowed
daughter Maude Dabbs and her son Mark
were still living in the home. Held in the
chapel of Webbs Funeral Home, his funeral
was conducted by Rabbi Dr. Arkerman and
Rev. Cecil Baron Jones of St. Pauls. Shortly
afterward, Edward Sr. was followed in death
by daughters Josie J. Cahn Cater and her
sister Maude (their brother Edward Jr. had
died in 1935).

Mary Cahn passed away on March 30,
1931. Her death was attributed to pneumonia, although family legend has it she may
have also suffered from some type of
cancer, possibly lung cancer. She died in
the home she had loved so dearly, surrounded by family and friends. The funeral
was held in the house, services conducted
by Bishop William Mercer Green , who had
served as rector of St. Pauls from 1905 to
1909. At the time of Mrs. Cahns death,
Bishop Green had only recently been
elected to the episcopate, which made him
the fourth priest to achieve that rank in the
Mississippi diocese.

After Edward Sr.s death, the house and
lots were sold to Carl V. Crawford, on
September 19, 1942 for $1.00 and other
goods and valuable consideration. The
deed was signed by Eugene F. Cater
(grandson), Mrs. Maude Dabbs (daughter),
Mrs. Rosalie C. Morrison (daughter), Mrs.
Malise C. Brunson (granddaughter), and
Mrs. Annie C. Scott (daughter), ending 37
years of the Cahns residence at the location. Crawford in turn deeded the home to
his wife, Marie Harrison Crawford, on
December 18, 1942. For several years Mrs.
Crawford operated the Home Optical Shop
out of the house. Then, in the late 1970s,
Jack Malone brought the house, and after
some remodeling, sold the property to its
present owners, Dr. and Mrs. Joseph
Siefker.

In the years following Marys death, her
familys fortunes, like the nations, began a
downward turn. As the Depression deepened, E. Cahn Bank and Trust Company
experienced worsening financial difficulties,
closed its doors in the 1934-1935 timeframe.
The house itself was saved through provi-

At this writing (1996), three of the
Cahns grandchildren still resided in the
Meridian area. Gene Cater, and Ernest E.
and Edgar Morrison all cherish beautiful
memories of their grandparents and their
undeniable love of life. All were extremely
helpful in the preparation of this history.
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In the course of his researches the writer
learned from Mrs. Charlotte Meeds Smith,
who is quoted at some length in Chapter
Four, that a Northern architect had designed the Grant home known as ‘The
Knoll,’ the Wright home next door to it, and
a third home, about which she could recall
no particulars. M.R. Grant and J.H.Wright

owned what would become the Butler
property, and the writer concludes that very
likely Mr. Grant, who was a builder, engaged
the same architect for the third project.
When the original roof was replaced, the
lightning rods just discernible in this photo
were discarded.

BUTLER
9.
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Chapter Two
The Butler Home
2523 Poplar Springs Drive, Meridian

M

any residents of Meridians Poplar Springs district have been
heard to comment on improvement in the appearance of the home of Dr.
and Mrs. Bill Scaggs, renovated since they
purchased it last year (1995).
The home, at 2523 Poplar Springs
Drive, sits on lots 2 and 3 of block 3 and
the south third of lots 19, 20, 21, and 22.
The property is further described as being
the east half of the northwest quarter and
the east half of the northwest quarter of the
northwest quarter of Section 7, Township 6,
Range 16. As there are no buildings on lots
19, 20, 21, or 22, this history centers on lots
2 and 3 of the Marion Park Survey. Insofar
as can be determined, the first mention of
the Marion Park Survey can be found in the
1906 Lauderdale County Land Tax Rolls.
When the home was built, this area
was considered outside the city, and Poplar
Springs Drive was known as Poplar Springs
Road. According to tax rolls and other
documents (deeds, deeds of trust, and so
on), in 1906 nine-tenths of this property
was owned by W.R. Grant and the other
tenth by J.H. Wright. On March 3rd of that
year, they sold their interest in the land to
B.V. White. There were a number of other
transactions in this timeframe, some of
which were not recorded until two years
after the actual sale. The land value at the
time was in the $100-$200 price range.
By 1909 the property was in the hands
of J.W. Peden and A. A. Dillehay.* Dillehay
* Alonzo A. Dillehay, Jr., who was in the real estate business.
He died January 9, 1929, and is buried at rose Hill Cemetery.

owned lot 2, which he sold to Eugene
Butler for $900 on January 12, 1912. Butler,
a wholesale broker in foodstuffs from
Alabama, also brought lot 3 from Peden, for
the same price. The deed included the
provision that the sale include all improvements, the inference being that lot 3 had
been developed to some degree; there is,
however, no mention of any buildings or
other structures. Lots 16, 17, 18, 19 and a
section of lot 20 (block 3) were still owned
by M.R. Grant. J.H. Wright still owned
interest in a part of lot 22.

T

he present-day home was most likely
built about 1912-1913, in the oldfashioned way, fresh-cut lumber and other
materials being brought directly to the site.
From that point, in the days before power
tools, workers completed the tedious processes of hacking and sawing, slowly
piecing the house together by hand.
There are some indications that M.R.
Grant may have had something to do with
the construction; he was a noted home
builder in his day. Grant did build other
homes in the area, including his own, at
2405 Poplar Springs Drive. That house, at
this writing the home of the Fred H. Hulett
family, was erected when the area was
becoming known as Silk Stocking Road
(the third street to be so designated, the
second being along 22nd Avenue, in the
neighborhood where the present-day
Hollybrook Restaurant stands, and the first
on Eighth Street, from which most of the
beautiful homes that gave rise to the popular nickname have long since vanished).
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MOLPUS

The building
that began life
ca. 1912-13 as
the Butler family
home would be
home to many
families. J. W.
Beeson sold it to
R.H. Molpus in
1922. In this
photo, Richard
looks on as Neva
Yarborough
Molpus holds
their grandchild.
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On December 14, 1916, Eugene Butler
and his wife B.B. executed a Deed of Trust
on lots 2 and 3 to C.S. Fields for $5,800. In
return, the Butlers agreed to pay all taxes
and assessments for sidewalk and street
improvements (an indication that by 1916
the city was improving the area), as well as
maintaining all fire and tornado insurance
for buildings on the property. It should be
noted that Butler never owned any part of
lots 19, 20, 21 or 22.

H

ow long the Butlers occupied the
Poplar Springs property is not
known. What is known is that they were
living in Mobile County, Alabama, where
they signed the deed of trust, in 1916.
Although there is no solid evidence, it is
possible that Butlers business had peaked
and was experiencing a downslide, which
was true of other area businesses at the
time, or he may have moved on to some
better opportunity. It is apparent that the
Butlers experienced some type of financial
difficulty, as they were unable to pay off
their mortgage until 1919, when they sold
the home.
On July 3, 1919, the Butlers sold lots 2
and 3 with all improvements to J.W. and
Rosa E. Beeson. The Beesons agreed to
assume the remainder of the mortgage
($3,337.23) and to pay the Butlers an additional $8,462.75. The total sales price recorded on the deed was $11,800
($11,798.98). The Beesons also agreed to
pay the taxes for 1919, and to honor the
lease of Mrs. Jonas (Florence) Spiro, then
the tenant. Mrs. Spiro was to remain in
possession until the expiration of the lease,
which was in her husbands name, all rents
and fees being paid to the grantor (Butler)
before the deed was recorded, and to the
grantee (Beeson) after its execution.

The Meridian City Directory of 1918,
indicates the lease was in the name of
Jonas Spiro, who apparently died sometime
in the timeframe 1918/1919, while resident
on the property. The terms of the lease
could not be learned. The Spiros had a son,
Jonas, Jr.
It should be noted that the house at
2523 Poplar Springs Drive contains a fullsize basement apartment, likely built as
servants quarters, finished with materials of
lesser grade than were used in the rest of
the house. There is also a report that the
Niolon Brothers of the Niolon Coffee Company rented the apartment, or the house, at
one time, which would indicate that it had
also served as rental property at various
times. Another report indicates that the
upper story had one or more porches.
The writer found Eugene Butler somewhat puzzling at first. According to the
1909 county tax rolls he owned the southeast corner of block 157, Ragsdale Survey.
He appears on the 1910 Federal Census of
Lauderdale County in the vicinity of 14th
Street (probably on the same southeast
corner of block 157, with his wife, son
Burton and daughter Bessie C., and niece
Ruth Semmes. No further information is
listed, leading to one of two conclusions:
that Eugene Butler himself would give out
only the bare minimum of personal information, or that the person answering the
questions was not authorized to say anything more, or had no further information
to give.
Burton S. Butler, son of Eugene, is
recorded as having married Mary
F(eatherstone) Baskin in Lauderdale
County, November 18, 1914. Eugenes wife,
Bessie Butler, nee Baker, was from Selma,
Alabama.
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The writer was referred by Mrs. Sara
(W.F.) Scaggs to Mr. B. F(rank) Parker, Jr.,
and learned that Mr. Eugene Butler had a
hand in establishing the BLP Mobile Paint
Company, at Theodore, Ala., just south of
Mobile. The B of BLP stands for Butler.

E

dward Baskin Butler, 76, grandson of
Eugene and proprietor of the Butler
Co., on Mobiles Belt Line Highway, related
in 1995 that his grandfather, whom he
described as a super salesman, had come to
Meridian from Selma, and further that he
(Eugene) owned a food brokerage business
here and that he engaged a contractor to
build the house at 2522 Poplar Springs
Drive. Grandfather Eugene died in 1942,
and Burton, his son and Edwards father, in
1975. Edwards mother, Mary F. Baskin, was
the daughter of William Edward Baskin, a
prominent attorney and law partner of R.E.
Welbourn, with offices in the Citizens Bank
Building.
On May 8, 1920, J.W. Beeson brought
lots 9,10,19,20,21 and 22 from Mrs.Gerta
Pitts Woods for $1,300, completing the
houses current grounds. This land was
traced back to 1906, when it was owned by
J.H. Wright, at which time it was appraised
at $600. The land, mainly consisting of
rough terrain, then changed hands several
times before the Beesons purchase.
On June 25, 1920, P.J. Krause sold
Beeson lot 1 of block 3, the property later
sold to Mrs. Jonas Spiro.
On August 5, 1922, J.W. Beeson sold
Mrs. Modesta Puckett Pollman a triangular
piece of property off the south side of lot 3.
Beginning at the southeast corner of lot 3,
it measured 176.1 feet to the southwest
corner thereof, continued north along the
west line of said lot 9.1 feet, north 3 de14.

grees, 15 minutes, and then east 176.1 feet
to the point of beginning. This exception
was brought down through the years in all
subsequent deeds.
On December 16, 1922, Beeson sold
the house and all grounds to R.H. Molpus
for $10,000. Although the deed was notarized on the same day, it was not filed with
the countys Chancery Clerk until September 4, 1925.
Molpus and his wife, Minnie Neva
Yarbough Molpus, lived in the house until
they sold it on April 25, 1932, to the Pan
American Life Insurance Company of New
Orleans for $10 and other good and valuable considerations. According to the deed,
the Molpuses lived in Neshoba County,
Mississippi, at the time of the sale. There is
no mention of any lease or rent of the
location, nor did a record search reveal any
trace of a mortgage or lien against the
property, though the insurance company
may have made a loan secured by the
property. While Molpus brought the property for $10,000, it is unknown what Pan
American paid him for the property.
Mrs. Molpus was the daughter of William Joshua Yarbough, himself the son of
Joseph B. Yarbough and Mary A.
McLemore. Mary was the daughter of
Richard McLemore, the father of Meridian.
Joseph B. Yarbough was the son of
Ambrose Yarbough, a Baptist minister
prominent in the countys early days.*

R

ichard H. Molpus, son of Joel Washington Molpus, was a key player in
the development of the Molpus Lumber
Company in Neshoba County. One grand-

* Yarbrough and McLemore are covered in some detail in Paths
to the Past, an overview history of the county by Nan Fairley
and Jim Dawson.

Molpus family & friends
gather on the front porch:
standing left, Marjorie
Williams; seated in rocker
Mildred (Mrs. Wm. Green)
Hill; Dorothy Molpus
Glover (mother of Wink);
Homer and Lois Turner,
with baby Neva Charlotte;
Neva Yarborough and
husband Richard Molpus;
Mary Hammond; Hazel
Battershill. Boy with ball:
Richard Molpus (Dick’s
father). Note leaded glass.

son, Dick Molpus, later would be elected
Mississippis Secretary of State.

O

Dick reported that his grandfather had
been a teacher in the Meridian School
System, and worked as a clerk at the
Threefoot Mercantile Company, then commuted daily by rail to Philadelphia while
the lumber company was getting off the
ground. Richard, who finally settled with
the family business in Philadelphia, was
also the grandfather of prominent Meridian
attorney Wink Glover.

n April 1, 1938, Cornelius L.
Rosenbaum and his wife, Ruth Tatum
Rosenbaum, purhased the home. After a
downpayment of $785.54, Rosenbaum then
made 174 monthly payments of $45.92. The
deed, recorded in both New Orleans and
Lauderdale County, listed the total cost of
the purchase as $6,800. The effects of the
nationwide depression are evident in the
declining value of the house: Beeson had
paid Eugene Butler more than $11,000 for
the property, and later sold it for $10,000.

Pan American owned the property until
April 1, 1938. Although no record has been
found, the property most likely was leased
or rented during this time. A search of the
tax records was not undertaken as any
deed on the property would in all likelihood list the property owner as Pan American. The writer thinks it probable that the
house was uninhabited during the period
1932 to 1938, the height of the Depression.

Rosenbaum, known as Dutch, owned
the R&M Tire Service, at the east end of the
present-day property of Dement Printing
Company, the corner of 6th Street and 19th
Avenue. Before that, he had been a salesman for the Rogers Candy Company, at 21317 19th Avenue. Rosenbaum was the grandson of David Rosenbaum, a German immigrant prominent as one of the early merchants in Old Marion. David Rosenbaum,
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who would become prominent in Meridian
social, civic, and business circles, was the
father of Samuel, who was the father of
Cornelius L. Rosenbaum, who in turn fathered David, Terry, Fletcher, and Cornelius
Jr., now deceased. The writer enjoyed conversations with Fletcher, who spoke of happy
memories of the old home he shared with his
brothers.
After living in the house for more than
twenty years, on June 27, 1958, the widowed Ruth L. Rosenbaum (known to close
friends and her family as Baby Ruth), sold
the property to Mrs. Marcelle S. Fewel for
$10.00 and other valuable considerations.
The Fewels, owners of the Fewel Buick
Company, 3317 Fifth Street, lived in the
home for 27 years. After Mrs. Fewels death
on December 23, 1984, her surviving children, Clifton W., Thomas W., Mollie Fewel
Blasche, Susan Fewel Rainey and Richard
Benjamin, sold the home to Robert R. and
Sharon K. Weise. The Weises in turn sold
the property to its present owners, Dr.
William F. Scaggs and his wife, Sara B.
All Fewels apparently having departed
the area, the writer was unable to learn
very much about the family, except that
they had lived behind the Fifth Street auto
dealership in and prior to 1955, and that Mrs.
Fewel apparently lived out her days in the
Poplar Springs Drive home the family had
shared.
The beautiful old home, now approaching 85 years of age, shows the workmanship
of yesteryear, and bears witness to profound
changes in day-to-day living. Built before air-

conditioning was thought of, it did offer some
relief from stifling heat, a porch, now enclosed, used for sleeping on hot summer
nights.
Its owners have borne names noted on
the local scene or in the wider world 
Butler, Molpus, Beeson, Rosenbaum, Fewel
and Weise, and now Scaggs.*
The building itself has had changes of
fortune much like those being experienced
on a wider scale. Over the years it had
gone from a picture of prosperity to a
profoundly forlorn look. At the time of the
writing of the Beeson Colleges history, the
writer saw it in the latter vein, and it
seemed to him at the time that it was fast
fading into oblivion.
But since it last changed hands, the
property, wears a smile, especially at night,
when the new owners, Dr. and Mrs. Scaggs,
illuminate their home for the hustle and
bustle of their busy life.
Given a tour, the writer was struck by
the spaciousness of the upstairs hall (larger
than some present day apartments he has
seen) and the same feeling of space in the
dining room, where one has a view in each
of four directions. Heated and cooled by
modern systems, the home yet retains its
coal fireplaces, though they are no longer
in use. The old summer sleeping porch has
been enclosed and converted into a bath
and dressing area. Dr. And Mrs. Scaggs added
an attractive back porch and steps that echo
the natural slope of the backyard. Who
knows? The old home may now be looking
forward to its centennial birthday.

*The current owners display pictures of former owners,
including the Molpuses and the Beesons.
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VINSON

APARTMENTS
17.

NEVILLE

The Neville home, built in 1900, burned in the winter of 1929

18.

Chapter Three
Vinson Apartments
1401 23rd Avenue

The fire that destroyed
all but the concrete front
stoop of the Neville
home, opposite, paved
the way for a new
venture in Meridian — a
multi-family dwelling,
known today as the
Vinson Apartments.

I

n the early days of the county, the land
where the Vinson Apartments now stand
was in the hands of Richard McLemore.
McLemore, recognized father of Meridian,
purchased it in 1836 from the Federal Land
Office in Perry County, then about 1853,
sold it to L.A. Ragsdale.
Ragsdale, a prominent attorney from
Alabama, developed the property and subdivided it into lots. Under Ragsdales plan, or as
it became to be known, the Ragsdale Survey,
the land where the apartments now stand was
designated lots 10, 11, and 12 of block 157.
Deed records indicate that Ragsdale
leased the property to various tenants. This is
important to note because, when property is
rented, it is near impossible to track who
lived on it at any given time. The records
from this period, while confusing, indicate
that the land was in fact sublet. As for who

actually leased the land or what may have
been the conditions of their lease(s), there is
little information.
On December 29, 1879, F.T. Cooper sold
his lease (Deed of Bond) to Thomas M.
Scanlon for $600. The deed, describing the
property as being three lots (south quarter of
Block 157, Ragsdale Survey), called for the
payment of two hundred dollars in cash on
July 1, 1879 and an additional $300 on January 1, 1881. The Deed of Bond was co-signed
by F.T. Coopers wife, Mary V. Cooper.
On May 1, 1883, T.M. Scanlon, et ux.,
gave Alexander Russell of Newton County a
Deed of Trust on land in Newton County
and his interest in the lots in the southeast
quarter of block 157. The Deed of Trust,
which includes Scanlons wife Bettie M.
Scanlon as joint owner, also furnishes a
history of the land itself. According to the
19.

A rare vacancy gave
opportunity to show the
‘bare bones’ of a
ground floor flat.
Award-winning quilts
crafted by the proprietor’s daughter,
Ruth Vinson Irwin,
adorn the walls.
Tenants tend to be longterm: Lamar teacher
Carla Grey has been in
residence for ten years,
and neighbor Cindy
Weck, Rush Foundation
Director of Midwifery,
about four.

deed, the property was bounded on the east
by Rhodes Street, now 23rd Avenue, and on
the south by Taylor, now 14th Street. The
document also states that Ragsdale leased the
lots to a Mr. Townsend, who in turn leased
the property to Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Ross. Ross
then leased the property to Mary Cooper,
who in turn leased it to Thomas Scanlon.
Scanlon insured the buildings on the lot
for $400, the policy, No. 361, registered with
Liverpool, London and Globe Insurance
Company. This Deed of Trust was paid in
full on August 17, 1889 and was recorded in
both Lauderdale and Newton counties.

T

he insurance information clearly indicates that there were houses on the lots
by 1879. Times being what they were  the
hard times of Reconstruction  these buildings were in all likelihood constructed of
rough boards. In all probability, Ragsdale
built the houses as rental property. (While
Ragsdale lease books do mention various
houses at various locations, none were recorded in block 157.)
On March 11, 1887, Scanlon and his wife,
Bettie, paid L.A. Ragsdale Jr. $1,200 for lots
20.

10, 11 and 12. The Scanlons held the property
until July 29, 1889, when they sold it to
Mrs.Mattie Hardy Lott for $3,500, the
amount paid in full on Nevember 1, 1890.. At
some point in this timeframe, Ragsdale, Jr.
gave Mrs. Lott a quitclaim deed (release to
Scanlon and his wife) on the property, clearing out all aspects of previous lease agreements. L.A. Ragsdale Sr. died and was buried
in Rose Hill Cemetery on December 10,
1886. Ragsdale Jr. served as administrator of
his fathers estate. The writer found nothing
further on the Scanlons, but believes they
removed to Newton County.
While Mrs. Lott was active in civic
works, both she and her husband, William S.,
(who came to the area from Mobile, Alabama,
sometime before November 9, 1882, the date
of their marriage, and established himself in
real estate), were busy as brokers of land in
the area.
Meridians City Directory of 1918-19 lists
William S. and his wife Mattie Lott as resident at 2224 14th Street, with Margaret Lott,
a teacher, at the same address, in the area of
the present-day Mr. Discount No.1 drugstore,
and near the Vinson Apartments. It is

thought that the Lotts left Meridian for
Mobile County in 1895, but apparently
returned here.  A letter from Margaret
Mossholder of Eaton Rapids, Missouri, states
that her mother Madeline Lott, daughter of
W.S. and Mattie, attended Meridian High
School and was married in the First Baptist
Church of Meridian in 1925. Further, she
describes her grandmother, Mrs. W.S. Lott, as
Regent of the Pushmataha Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution, as
well as very active in the Library Commission, which she served as president.
They kept the property until March 9,
1892, when they signed a Deed of Trust in the
amount of $1,800 to A.S. Barnes (C.C. Miller,
trustee) for lots 10 and 11 of block 157. Upon
failure of the terms to be satisfied, on April
25, 1898, C.C. Miller sold the lots to the
highest bidder, Mrs. Willie M. Thompson, for
$800.
The Lotts apparently mortgaged lot 12 to
the Meridian Aid Building and Loan. No
Deed of Trust on this transaction came to
light, but one was found wherein the Lotts
mortgaged lots 7,8 and 9 of block 157. The lot
12 Deed of Trust was not satisfied.

W

illie M. Thompson of Mobile deeded
lots 10 and 11 of block 157 to Samuel
A. Neville on April 29, 1898 for valuable
consideration, and on April 22, 1898, C.W.
Robinson, President of Meridian Aid Building and Loan, deeded lot 12 of the property to
Samuel Neville for the sum of $1,200.
he history of the first home on lots 10,
11 and 12 really begins with their
purchase by Samuel Neville in April of 1898.
After making the purchase, Neville built a
beautiful two-story house on the property,
fondly recalled by Miss Ann Wilburn as the
venue of several birthday parties for the
Nevilles daughter Caroline, which she

T

attended. Mr. Neville was the President of the
Meridian and Deep Water Railway Company,
headquartered at 402½ 23rd Ave, and was
responsible for establishing rail lines throughout the area, though that achievement went
unrecognized in his day. Later, he was general
manager of the Meridian and Bigbee Lines
Railway Company, and maintained an office
at the same 23rd Avenue address, in the
building known as Carpenters Hall.
After S.A. Neville Sr. bought lots 10,11,
and 12, Block 157, he married Cora Meyer, in
1899. He built his home while 22nd Avenue
was known as the Silk Stocking district.
Several of Meridians most prominent families
 the Rothenbergs, Mayers, Cahns and
Threefoots  also had homes in the neighborhood.
The Federal Census for 1920 lists Samuel
Sr. as born in 1875, in Georgia, to a family
that included a brother George, who was
with him in Mississippi, first in Kemper
County at a place known as Giles*, later in
Meridian. The S.A. Nevilles children were
Caroline, born 1903, George, born 1906, and
Sam Jr., born 1916.
Sam Sr.s brother George served Lauderdale County as its Chancellor 1944-1946,
and Georges son William, the late Billy
Neville, followed his father to the Chancery
Court bench, serving as judge 1953-1982.
The writer located in Guntersville,
Alabama, Samuel A. Neville, Jr., who related
that he was 80 years old, having been born in
1916 in the house his father had built in 1900,
at 1401 23rd Avenue. He is the only one of
Sam Sr.s children still alive. His father died
* The Giles Community, six miles east of Scooba, near the Alabama line, was established June 3, 1890, when its Post Office
opened. Postmaster was William Neville, Jr., a grandson of Simion
Giles, owner of a large plantation there, which Sam Neville, Jr.
remembers. The father of Sam Sr., George, and William, Jr. was
William, Sr., who married the daughter of Simion Giles.
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Top and bottom
interior views
reflect tastes as
diverse as the
Vinson Apartments’ residents.
Smaller photos
show the back
porches from a
distance, left, and
up close, right.
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in 1943 or 44, while Sam. Jr. was in the
service during World War II. His parents,
both invalids toward the end of their lives,
had found a refuge, as many do in their later
years, in less private quarters, having taken up
residence in the old Lamar Hotel.

S

am Jr. described the family home as
follows. His father had had canvas
stretched on the walls of all the downstairs
rooms, and engaged an artist to paint scenes
in each room. The dining room had hunting
scenes, he remembers. The spiral staircase
opened as it approached the second floor onto
a landing, from which stairs on either side led
to the bedrooms of the upper floor.
The younger Samuel said his father, Sam
Sr., had never been recognized in any way
for his accomplishments in the development
of the railroads in the area, as, for instance,
the building of the railroad drawbridge over
the Tombigbee River.
Sam Jr.s brother Buster, or George
William Meyer Neville, had three sons, Paul,
George, and Frank, all professional men.
To get back to the house, on June 18,
1925, S.A. and Cora Meyer Neville executed a
Deed of Trust for $9,900 with Merchants and
Farmers Bank on lots 10, 11 and 12 of block
157. This excluded 75 feet at the north end of
the property and all and singular appurtenances therein and therewith belonging. Miss
Ann Wilburn recalled that there had been a
fire that caused extensive damage to the
houses upper floor. This Deed of Trust may
have been for funds to repair the damage and
restore the house. There is no proof for this
assumption, but it does fit in nicely with the
story of a later fire, to the effect that there
had been a fire about 1925. In support of this,
Mr. Phillip Hughes, who lived with his
parents in a home on the site now occupied

by the former Health Department building,
remembers the Neville home chimney having
been struck twice by lightning.

I

t was in the year of the stock market
crash that their old house came to its
untimely end. In the winter of 1929, it caught
fire shortly after midnight, the chimney and
the surrounding area unable to withstand the
second lightning strike noted above. In bitter
cold, the firemen lost their battle with the
elements; their streams of water died as their
hoses froze. Excepting only the concrete
steps, still in place at the Vinson Apartments,
the house was a total loss.
Although the fire was long ago, several of
Meridians older residents remember the
events of that night. Only three years old at
the time, Elizabeth Carter Kahlmus remembers her parents wakening her and her
brother to flee their own home, right next
door at 1411 23rd Avenue. The Carters faced
a very long and trying night as firemen
fought, with only partial success, to save both
dwellings.
Ernest E. Morrison, son of E.A. and
Rosalee Cahn Morrison, lived with his family
across the street from the Neville home. He
was eleven years old at the time, and watched
the fire from his bedroom window. His
younger brother Edgar slept through the
excitement, and reportedly was upset at
having been allowed to do so.
Afterward, the Nevilles did not attempt
to rebuild; opting instead for the amenities of
the Lamar Hotel. They owned the three lots
until August 9, 1937, when they deeded the
property to Harry Otwell for $1,000 and
other valuable considerations. Although the
deed specifies who would be responsible for
the land tax, there is no mention of any
buildings or other improvements.
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Clint Vinson as a young man, above, and as an
infant, with parents Eugene and Lee Vinson,
left, and godfather G.V. Montgomery, right.

Scott Bailey Sr. remembers Harry Otwell
as a railway postal clerk who spent a good
deal of his time traveling back and forth
between Meridian and Shreveport, Louisiana.
Otwell made his money through a series of
oil field investments, and used some of the
profits to build the Vinson Apartments,.

O

twell built the four-unit apartment
building, perhaps the first such enterprise in Meridian (though there were separate
apartments in some of the large private
homes), as an investment. Insofar as can be
determined, he never lived there himself. In
1918-19, he and his wife, Eva Hays Otwell,
were living at 2027 26th Avenue. Judging
from the short period of time that Otwell
owned the property, he apparently was never
able to reap the full benefits of his investment. It is possible that after building, he
experienced financial difficulties and was
forced to sell. On March 11, 1938, he sold the
lots and all improvements thereon for $1,000
and other valuable considerations to J.E.
Stack of Cameron County(near Corpus
Christi), Texas. In addition, Otwell sold Stack
24.

13 acres of land he owned in section 14,
township 6, range 15E, in the area north of
Key Field, now West Meridian, for an additional $250.
On March 19, 1938 J.E. Stack (the father
of J.E. Jack Stack, Jr.) mortgaged lots 10,11,
and 12 of block 157 to Mrs. Stella S. Seale for
$6,000. Imogene C. Seale, Mrs. Seales daughter-in-law, was named as trustee. This mortgage was satisfied on December 9, 1938, and
the proceeds may have gone to finish the
building. Stack never himself took up residence in the apartments, apparently, like the
previous owner, simply regarding the venture
purely as an investment.
Stack then assigned both the lots and the
acreage he purchased from Otwell to his
daughter, Mrs. M.E. Lowrance of
Charlottesville, North Carolina, who, on
December 7, 1938, assigned the mortgages on
the property to Clint Vinson.
On June 14, 1941, the mortgage on this
property was assigned by Clint Vinson to his
son, Eugene, who apparently paid it off and

became owner of the property which, however, did not come to much at that time,
owing to war-time price controls on rent,
which made a profit next to impossible.
That year, the building housed three
tenants, William Mynatt, O.L. Caton and
Clyde Lewis.

T

he property would pass through the
hands of Col. Eugene, (or Gene)
Vinson, and finally to the loving care of
Eugene Clints mother, Mrs. Lee L. Vinson,
who has taken it as her task to preserve
both the apartments and with them the
family name, as a memorial to her son
Clint, killed in an automobile accident at
age 22, on April 30, 1986. The young man,
who bore the names of his father and
grandfather, was the last of his bloodline.
No less a personage than the Hon. G.V.
Montgomery had stood as godfather to the
young Eugene Clint .
The elder Clint Vinson, born in Mississippi in 1888, died January 31, 1955, at age 67,
and was interred in the Magnolia Cemetery.
He had married Daisye Rainer in Lauderdale
County in 1907, and their union was blessed
with two sons, Flynt and Eugene. Flynt
married Arlene Culpepper, now a resident of
the Broadmoor Nursing Home. They had no
children, and Flynt died September 1, 1978.
Gene had been married briefly to Nell

Sanders, then married Lee and adopted her
children of a previous marriage. Having
served the nation in both World War II and
the Korean conflict, he retired as colonel in
the Air National Guard.
The layout of the Vinson Apartments
gives evidence of the expertise of a professional. One detects no wasted space, yet the
feeling is of spaciousness, and each unit boasts
both a front and a back porch, and oak flooring that gives an inviting look. Utility connections are neatly arranged in a straight line
from bottom to top, and the major appliances
occupy the same space in each. The main
entrance leads only to the upper floor, by a
narrow stairway; each first-floor flat has its
own front door.
The view from the two small balconies
must have been a grand sight before most of
the beautiful homes in the neighborhood
vanished. But changing times brought changes
to the neighborhood, and today the apartments look out on the west entrance of the
Jeff Anderson Memorial Hospital property.

T

oday, the site, with its magnificent
building has a quiet, peaceful appearance. The front steps are all that remain of the
Neville home destroyed by fire in 1929, and
the apartment building conjures up the
memory of fathers and sons, Mayor Clint,
Col. Eugene and Eugene Clint Vinson.
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RANT

The Music Room
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An elaborate Corinthian
capital is detailed at left, while
the photo below gives an idea
of the spaciousness of the
central columned hall, its
staircase lighted by a leaded
glass skylight two floors above.
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Chapter Four
The M.R. Grant Home
2405 Poplar SpringsDrive

I

n 1906, entrepreneur Melville R. Grant
and his wife, Frances Pitts Grant, built
the home that would carry the family
name long after the family had relinquished
ownership, as houses often do. Partners at
the time, M.R. Grant and J.H. Wright each
owned part of the site.
On March 8, 1906, J.H. Wright deeded
over his one-tenth interest in Lot 2, block 7
together with all improvements thereon to
Mrs. Frances P. Grant. The deed filed March
22, 1906, for land in Section 7, Township 6,
Range 16, concerned more land than just Lot
2.
On April 3, 1906, M.R. Grant, et al.
deeded to his wife Frances P., his own nine-

tenths interest, whereupon Mrs. Grant
became owner of Lot 2 in Block 7, plus
some additional land (Deed Book 81, p.
527, deed signed by both M.R. Grant and
J.H. Wright.
Legend has it that the Grants occupied
a small dwelling on the property while
their fine new home was under construction. Later, the smaller house would become the garage, with servants quarters
upstairs.
At the time he and his wife were
planning and overseeing construction, Mr.
Grant owned and operated M.R. Grants
Mill, a large establishment on the south
side of the city near the railroad tracks, a
29.

Nicely detailed wainscoting
is revealed in the light of the
French parlor chandelier,
in photo at right. Above, a
basement fireplace, which
at some point was fitted for
gas, and below is M. R.
Grant’s celebrated basement bowling alley.
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manufactory of sashes, doors and blinds.*
Melville R. Grant, Sr. was born in New
York of German parentage. His (second)
wife, Frances Pitts Grant, was born in
Illinois in 1863, and her father, Joseph L.
Pitts, had taken up residence with his
daughter and her husband in Lauderdale
County by 1900, presumably after the death
of his own wife. At the time of the 1900
census, these Grants were living on 23rd
Avenue.
The first three Grant children were
born to a woman, a native of Kansas,
whose name we have not been able to
discover. They were Mabel, b. 1878, Alfreda
(married Ross Collins, who would represent Mississippi in Congress), b. 1882, and
Rosyn P., b. 1886. Frances Pitts Grants
children were Harriett, born in Missouri in
1888; Melville R., Jr., born in 1890 in Kansas; Vernon, born in 1894 in Illinois; and
Marion, born in Meridian. The Grant family
would occupy the home for about six
years,§ until shortly before February 15,
1912, on which date title passed by deed to
* The Illustrated Handbook of Meridian, Mississippi, 1907, describes the operation thus: “The lumber dressing mill of M. R.
Grant is one of the very largest in the South. Over fifty million feet
are handled here annually, shipment coming from all parts of Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana, and cars stopping here from
southeast Texas to be handled at these mills, brought here because of the high character of work done, and the promptness
with which the mills turn out orders. Just completed is a large
plant for the manufacture of doors, sashes, blinds and all kinds of
interior finish. Cabinet work will be one of the specialties, made
from the beautiful long leaf yellow pine, than which there is no
wood in the South more attractive. Mr. Grant is a Northern gentleman who came here a few years ago, and has made a marked
success in manufacturing. The scattered views of the plant shown
in this book give a fair idea of the magnitude of the plant he has
built up and the area it covers.”
§ Apparently M.R. Sr. and Frances P. did return, for in 1918-19
they were listed as living at 3010 Ninth Street with daughter Marion.
M.R., Sr. died in Meridian November 20, 1932, and his widow
March 2, 1935. Both are buried in Magnolia Cemetery, as are
their son Joseph, who died in infancy, and M.R.’s daughter Alfreda
G. and her husband, Ross A. Collins.

Mrs. Annie L. Meeds, wife of W. D. Meeds
(Deed Book 110, p. 202), the deed notarized in Madison County, Mississippi, as
signed by Mrs. Frances Pitts Grant, and in
Harrison County by M.R. Grant, and the
price noted as $20,000.
Mrs. Meeds was the former Annie Laura
Johnson, of Indiana, who had married
Walter D. Meeds of Ohio, president of
Meeds Lumber Co., with offices in Citizens
National Bank, around the turn of the
century.
He founded the company that bore his
name, legend has it, after hearing a
relatives good reports of Meridian as a
place to do business. Meeds Lumber was at
2313 Fourth Street.
In the course of his researches, the
author had the great good fortune of making the acquaintance of Mrs. Charlotte
Meeds Smith, a resident of Sanford, Florida,
until her death June 12, 1996. She had been
born in Meridian on May 23, 1901, and her
family lived on Eighth Street until her
parents purchased the Grant home in 1912.
Her letter follows:
Dear Mr. Dawson
It gives me a great deal of pleasure to write about the home in Mississippi that afforded me some of the
most enjoyable years of my life.
M.R. Grant, a prosperous retail
lumber dealer, built the house at 2405
Poplar Springs Drive. I was told a
Northern architect came to Meridian
and designed three homes — ours, the
one next door, and I don’t know the
third one. The block had only two
houses, ours and the one next door
owned by J. H. Wright.† Mrs. Wright
† John H. Wright, born, March 1855, in New York. His wife was
Matty Hersee Wright, born October 1855, also in New York, to an
English father and an Irish mother. The Wrights had two children
who died young, and adopted Genta Pitts, (continued, next page)
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was Matty Hersee, and Meridian’s
first hospital was named for her.
My Mother christened our home
“The Knoll” and had the name
printed on her stationery. You
would identify it as a two-story
home, but it had a spacious basement and a very large attic.
The front door opened on a
large hall. On the left was the
French parlor with a large builtin mirror. Mother had her artist
friend paint two vases 22 inches
tall for the mirror’s ledge, which
enhanced the mirror ’s beauty.
Through an opening with disappearing doors was the library, with
Next-door neighbor: Home of partner J.H. & Matty Hersee Wright
bookcases either side of the fireplace, which had seats on either side
built-in cabinets for glass and china.
(as in Shakespeare’s home).
Next to this was a butler’s pantry with
large built-in cabinets. A small hall
More folding doors opened to the
was in front of the large built-in remusic room, where a small platform
frigerator, whose back opened on a
held Mrs. Grant’s grand piano. Mrs.
porch where ice could be replenished
Grant was an accomplished pianist
without coming in the house. Next
and a composer. The bedroom floor
was a large kitchen. A small hall led
above this room was sound-proof, so
from kitchen to the breakfast room
that footsteps could not disturb Mrs.
where most of our meals were served.
Grant as she practiced or composed.
Next was a half-bath. These two rooms
The wall that faced the other two
were at the back of the house and
rooms was a large wood panel. Mrs
reached by small steps.
Grant hoped to install organ pipes
there, and the next room was left vaA large stairway at the back of
cant for the organ mechanism.* Many
the entrance hall led to the second
chairs could seat patrons in the three
floor. Halfway up was a landing with
adjoining rooms when Mrs. Grant
a grandfather’s clock.§ The stairway
gave a concert.
divided to the right and left.
On the right side of the entrance
The second floor had a large cenhall was the den with fireplace, builtter hall with doors of five bedrooms
in bookcases and couch. The door
opening on it. On the right were two
handle carried Mr. Grant’s 32nd-debedrooms with an adjoining bath
gree Mason insignia. My father was
between. Front bedroom had an alentitled to display the same insignia.
cove which housed a double bed, rest
Beyond the den was a small hall leadof the room used as a sitting room.
ing to an outside door to the porch
There was a fireplace and two clothes
and porte cochere, which we surely
closets. The other bedroom had a fireenjoyed on rainy days.
place and two closets.
The dining room was next with
On the left at front of house was
bedroom
with fireplace and connect(continued from page 29)
ing bath. This was called “The Guest
born on December 1883, in Kansas. Genta was in school in Meridian in 1900. The Wright family lived at 1603 23rd Avenue.

* never installed, so far as the author has been able to discover
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§ a feature of sufficient importance, apparently, as to be mentioned in more than one real estate transaction

Letter-writer Charlotte Meeds Smith in earlier days, as
a young woman, left, and earlier still, with her mother,
Mrs. Anna Laurie Johnson Meeds, above.

Bedroom.” Next to this was another
bedroom with connecting bath. My
grandparents, who usually spent the
winter with us, used this room. There
was a small hallway next to the bath
to help you reach the sewing room
with built-in cabinets for sewing supplies. This hall admitted you to the
service stairway to first floor and
another stairway to attic.
The fifth bedroom, at the front of
the house, had no bath and was seldom used.
The basement had only one staircase but a door separated part of it
from the service area, which included
a laundry room with large built-in
tubs, and a platform to receive soiled
clothes sent from the second floor by
way of a chute to the basement. An
outside stairway led up to the back
yard, where clothes were hung on a
line to dry.
Next to the laundry was furnace
room. Coal was brought in through a
chute and stored outside this room.
The furnace dispersed hot air through
the registers in every room.

The third room was very large,
to store grocery supplies, barrels of
flour, etc.
The rest of the basement had the
bowling alley where my Father and
his neighbors enjoyed the game. There
was another room with billiard table
for those who liked this game.
The garage (separated from the
house) had a large area for buggies
(we used for autos) and stalls for
horses (we used it for a cow). My
Mother had to have her own milk and
butter. An inside stairway led to second floor with two rooms and a complete bath. We were told the Grants
lived here while the house was being
built.
The front driveway could be used
only by horse and buggy as no auto
could make the sharp turns. A generous concrete area at the back of the
house enabled autos to turn and
reach the street.
When we moved to the house, a
rose garden of 100 bushes had been
planted on the right side of the house.
This was bordered with a privet hedge.
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Mother, with help of a
gardener,
planted
many other plants,
and the house was
featured in a garden
magazine, with the
caption, “This is an
example of good
planting around a
home.”
My parents employed four servants.
Doc was chauffeur and
after care of autos,
Anna
helped Richard with his
Laurie
chores, mowing, care of the cow,
Meeds
feeding, milking, and churning,
polishing hardwood floors. Mother
also had a kitchen garden of lettuce,
radishes, etc. Cindy, the cook, rarely
left the kitchen. Cindy was Richard’s
wife. These three lived in the garage
apartment. Sarah, the maid, came every day to clean the house and do the
laundry. She also served as waitress
when formal dinners were served in
the dining room.
I regret my son could not find the
bill of sale with date of purchase of
the house by my Father from Mr.
Grant. The Lauderdale County
CourtHouse will have to supply you
with information. I believe it was
bought between 1910 and 1915. I will
appreciate your sending me the date
for my own records. I married in 1923
and went to live in New York City,
where my husband was Assistant
Bond Manager of the bond department of Garfield National Bank (now
extinct). My parents left Meridian several years after, having sold the house
to Mr. Sanders.
Walter D. Meeds
My Father owned and operated
Meeds Lumber Co. with offices in Citizens Bank Building, in Meridian. He
served as Potentate of Hamasa Shrine
and his picture is in Shrine Building
on Eighth Street and 24th Avenue. He
was Exalted Ruler of the Elks. He enjoyed hunting and fishing, and annually joined a group that went to
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Louisiana for their
game.
Mother
organized the first Junior
Woman’s Club in
Mississippi. At that
time Mississippi
girls aspired only to
matrimony. Mother
wanted me to get my
education
before
marriage. She so inspired the members
that every girl went to
Walter
college and many of us
Daulton
earned degrees.
Meeds
I believe our family has
one unique feature. If my son Ralph
Smith Jr. and wife of Quitman, Mississippi, live another two years to celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary, they will be the fourth generation to do this. My Father’s parents
had theirs in 1915, my parents in
1948, and we had our party in 1973.
We also had our 65th celebration with
all our family here. My husband died
eight months later, in December 1988.
My parents enjoyed entertaininng
their friends at “The Knoll.” Mother
held membership in the Meridian
Fortnightly and Twentieth Century
Clubs, and organized first Delphian
Club* there. She enjoyed giving parties for brides. My friends and I perfected our dancing skills in our music room to the music of our Victrola.
The church was not forgotten in their
activities. My Father gave money to
build First Presbyterian Church on
23rd Avenue and Sunday morning
found us all in church.
I hope the information in this letter will be of some value to you.
Sincerely,
Charlotte M. Smith
March 25, 1996
Sometime in the period 1918-19, the
Grants would move to 3010 Ninth Street,
* Mrs. Meeds also served Alpha Delphian as its first president.

while their son Melville L., who worked for
acme Building Supply, and his wife Bertha
Rosenbaum Grant (married 1914) lived on
18th Street, at 2110.§
On December 17, 1925, Mrs. A. L.
Meeds and W. Meeds, after having lived
there for 13 years, sold the Grant/Meeds
home to J.W. Sanders. By January 17, 1942,
J.W. Sanders was deceased and a trust
created by his will left a seven-tenths share
of his land holdings to his son R.D., and a
three-tenths share to his daughter, Nell
Sanders Darling (Deed Book 247, p. 98).
On January 29, 1953, Nell Sanders
conveyed her three-tenths interest in the
property to her brother R.D. Sanders (Deed
Book 378, p.397), who at the time was a
resident of Jackson. On the same date,
January 29, 1953, R.D. Sanders sold the
house and lot to Veterans Incorporated,
Mississippi Corporation. The writer assumes
that the local VFW Post obtained a loan to
purchase the property. The Post occupied
the home for a short period, but problems
reportedly arose with parking and complaints of noise.
The following year, December 21,
1954, home and lot passed to the ownership of Allie Margaret Haaf (Mrs. Charles)
Mosby.
Specified in the deed (Deed Book 402,
p. 548) was that the large clock and all the
drapes and rugs in the house, with the
exception of the music room, would remain. Signing the deed for the veterans
organization were VFW President F.W. Mitts
and Secretary-Treasurer Charles C. Crapo.
Mrs. Mosby remained in the house
§ By 1941, Melville was deceased and his widow had taken up
residence at 1503 24th Avenue, while the Collinses were residents of the Great Southern Hotel.

until July, 1971, when, widowed, she sold it
to Raymond Sholl, et al. (Deed Book 699,
p.124).
Deed Book 741, p.503 reflects that
Raymond E. Sholl and his wife Glenda Sholl
sold the property to Freddie C. Carroll et al.
on September 11, 1973. But the latter held
title for less than a year, selling it to J. Cliff
Watts and his wife, Ann May Watts, on
March 25, 1974. The Wattses paid off the
Carrolls deed of trust (Trust Deed Book
698, p.418).
September 16, 1975, Ann M. Watts
executed a quitclaim deed in favor of her
husband, J. Cliff Watts, to house and lot.
Then on April 30, 1976, after her husbands
death, Mrs. Watts executed another quitclaim, to Thomas R. Ward, executor of her
late husbands estate.
As executor and trustee of the J. Cliff
Watts family trust and the Ann May Watts
trust, Ward sold the property to Frederick
H. Hulett, et al., September 29, 1978. Required signatures were those of the trustee,
Archie McDonald, president of Citizens
National Bank, Ann May Watts, and sons
Bryan Wilson and J. Cliff Watts, Jr., residing
in San Francisco County, California.
At this writing, November 1996, Mr.
Hulett was still owner of the property,
which in its ninety years of existence, had
been home to many interesting and lively
citizens.
That it is a beautiful building still testifies to the quality of the materials used in
its construction, the finest available, and the
standards of workmanship in our area
around the turn of the century, as well as to
the care lavished on it by some of its many
owners.
Interesting features include Corinthian
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colums, with ornately carved capitals, richly
decorated with acanthus leaves and ram
horns, and the gothic arches and cathedral
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ceiling of the music room, as well as a
second-floor skylight that admits daylight to
the central stairs.

WRIGHT
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Meridian Fortnightly Club
Miss Laura Fewell’s effort to organize in 1875 came to
naught, as did an effort ten years later.
The third attempt, in 1889, brought Meridian Fortnightly
into being with twenty-six charter members, among them Matty
Hersee Wright.
In 1964, the membership would pay tribute to the ladies
who established the organization that would do so much good
work for their community. Below is their tribute to Matty Hersee
(Mrs. J. Herbert) Wright.

Mrs. J. Herbert Wright was a native New Yorker
For “Literary and Social” she was a corker
’Twas a foregone conclusion the club’s foresight
Would invite to its membership, Matty Hersee Wright.
She was Emily Post for many of her friends
Her accustomed background would further its ends.
Socially and mentally she was well qualified
Even in the Fortnightly with the best ones she vied.
Her husband was President of Meridian National Bank
He was also a Realtor of very first rank —
For Wright & Grant with masterly precision,
Opened Marion Park as a new subdivision,
Built elegant homes — at least, for that day
Made their influence felt in every way.
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But Mrs. Wright had “other fish to fry”
She had a great dream — in her mind’s eye
She saw that Meridian had a great need
And determined to supply it with labor and speed
No Hospital here! How awful was that!
She enlisted her friends — in no time flat
She was tirelessly working — when success came
In gratitude, authorities gave it her name
And her mother’s — Matty Hersee it is to this day
It’s a wonderful tribute for them to pay
To her philanthropic attitude — and her labor — Well Sakes
A blind man could see that she had what it takes
“Literary and Social” plus — so the Fortnightly
Added her to the twenty-six young and sprightly.

Chapter Five
The J. Herbert Wright Home
2409 Poplar Springs Drive

T

he Poplar Springs Road (now
Drive) home of John Herbert and
Matty Hersee Wright seems to
have been built not long after that of the
Grant family, next door.
The writers research on the Butler and
Grant properties and finally the Wright
home led him to the conclusion that the
partnership of M.R. Grant and J.H. Wright
was no accident; they seem to have been
friends of long standing.* In addition, M.R.
Grants wifes maiden name was Pitts, who
seems to have been related (perhaps a
sister) to Genta Pitts, the Wrights adopted
daughter.
Genta married Edgar Woods, and both
dealt in real estate and had land transactions with both Grant and Wright, who had

* In fact the 1911-12 City Directory lists M.R. Grant’s children as
students, and boarders in the home of the Wrights.

moved here from the Midwest  the OhioIndiana area.
Before the period 1900-1906, the neighborhood had been known as country, or
county land. Grant and Wright were the
movers in the development of what became known as the Marion Park Survey.
Westward, toward the center of the city, J.
H. Wright had conducted his own survey.
The Wright home (now owned by Carol
Perkins) would come into being within a
few years.
Before building on Poplar Springs, J.H.
Wright, cashier and director of the Meridian
National Bank, was living at 1603 23rd
Avenue.
An artists rendering of the home identified as his in the 1907 Illustrated Handbook of Meridian appears in the Epilogue,
† City Directory, 1888
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The dining room’s stained glass remains
intact to cast a glow after nearly a century.
Detail below.

so presumably it was in 1907 or later that
2407 (now 2409) Poplar Springs became
home to the Wrights.
On March 28, 1906, M.R. Grant deeded
his 9/10ths interest and J.H. Wright his 1/
10th interest in Lot 1, Block 7, Marion Park
Survey, to Matty Hersee (Mrs. J. H.) Wright
for $1900. The deed includes improvements thereon, indicating that building of
some sort had taken place on the property.
The writer conjectures that the Wrights
probably finished out 1907 in their 23rd
Avenue home and moved into the new one
sometime in 1908.
By the time of the move, Wright was
president of the Guaranty Loan, Trust &
Banking Company. In 1908 both the
Wrights and Genta and Edgar Woods were
living at 2409 Poplar Springs Road.
At some point, the writer has concluded, the Wrights must have deeded the
property to their daughter and son-in-law,
but no such transaction has come to his
attention. J.H. Wright and his son-in-law did
participate in a number of land transactions, but he found no indication that Matty
Hersee Wright ever sold Lot 1 of Block 7.
Similarly lacking was any will or estate
settlement on either Matty Hersee or J. H.
40.

Wright.
The 1917-18 Land Roll Book does list
many holdings in the name of the estate of
J.H. Wright, and a number of suits against the
estate date from this period. A certain decline
had already set in, and the home was valued
at only $7,500. The land tax was paid for both
1917 and 1918, so apparently Edgar and
Genta Pitts Woods came into the lot and
home after J.H. Wrights death, and the other
suits were settled in individual civil actions.
The writer is able to report that on
September 17, 1918, a number of transactions took place regarding the home on Lot
1, Block 7. The order of the transactions
could not be determined, as they all bear
the same date.
Item: Genta Pitts Woods and her husband Edgar Woods deeded Lot 1, Block 7,
Marion Park Survey, to Mrs. L.S. Cochran
for $10,000. On the same date, C.W.
Cochran deeded to Genta Pitts Woods, land
in Block 156, Ragsdale Survey, also for
$10,000.
Item: Deed of Trust Book 97, page 304
 Edgar Woods and wife Genta Pitts
Woods paid off a mortgage on Lot 1, Block
7, to the Guaranty Loan Trust and Banking
Company (the company of which J.H.

Wright was still president in 1915-16. The
original mortgage, for $9,800, was for other
land in addition to Lot 1, Block 7. A.B.
Ames is listed as trustee, and the mortgage
was to be paid off by August 22, 1918.
Indications are, then, that the Woods
were in control of the property by August,
1918, and presumably the Wrights either
were deceased or had left the area.

T

he First World War had taken its toll
on the nations economy. Land Tax
records reflect property values in decline,
and both society and private business
would slide from the Roaring Twenties into
the stock market crash of 1929 and worldwide Depression.
Mrs. L.S. Cochran, who acquired the
home on September 17, 1918, was the first
wife of C.W. Cochran. She apparently lived
there until her death, when it passed to her
husbands ownership, about 1924. The
widower subsequently married Ethel
McGraw (in 1925, Marriage Book 27,
p.307).
On April 25, 1925 he made his wife coowner of the property, and on March 23,
1928, they executed a deed of trust on the
property (Deed Book 175, page 150) to
trustee R.E. Wilburn. This deed of trust was
transferred to the First National Bank as
successor trustee. The property was sold at
public sale at the Courthouse, by E.E.
Reed, trustee, May 26, 1931.
The property then came into the hands
of J.W. Sanders (also owner of the Grant
home next door), who entered into a
mortgage agreement with E.E. Reed for
$6,000.
On the death of J.W. Sanders, November 4, 1941, Lot 1, Block 7 became a part of
his estate. J.W.s son R.D. Sanders, et al.,

sold the lot and home to T.O. Mason, after
the instrument was signed by the heirs.
Tom O. and wife Madeline E. Mason
made the home into apartments. At one
time John Egger and his family lived there
until they purchased the first Matty Hersee
Hospital building, which they transformed
into a home. And in 1950-51 the writer and
wife Agnes rented one of the apartments
from the Masons for a short period.
Then on July 14, 1969, the Masons sold
the property to John Burton Perkins, et ux.
Five years later, June 25, 1974, John Perkins
deeded his interest in the property to Carol
Perkins, who remains owner to this day.
Mrs. Perkins has tried without success
to secure a copy of the original plans. She
does know that it was a very beautiful
home, of gracious proportions, and included a ballroom among its amenities, but
no one has so far been able to furnish solid
information on the original layout.
One report  unsubstantiated 
indicated that sawdust had been used at
some time somewhere in the building,
perhaps in its conversion to apartments, as
insulation, which could have been disastrous.

I

n working up the interesting histories of
the three Poplar Springs Drive homes,
the writer ended up with nearly as many
questions as he had when he set out:
When and where did J.H. and Matty
Hersee Wright end their days?
What relationship did they share with
the Grants through the Pitts family connection? Was daughter Genta Frances Pitts
Grants sister?
Were they also related to the Cochrans?
Was Hersee Matty Hersees family
name?
41.

The original Matty
Hersee Hospital,
on Poplar Springs
Road, between
23rd and 24th
Streets

The writer feels that more recognition is
due both to this great lady for her efforts on
behalf of those less fortunate and to Sam
Neville, Jr., who did so much in the development of the railroads.
This seems to be an appropriate place to
quote the following, which dates from 1905,
writer unknown.
History of Mattie Hersey [sic] Hospital
Meridian, Mississippi
The “Matty Hersee Hospital,” of Meridian, Mississippi, was named for
Mrs. Matty Hersee* Wright (Mrs. J. H.)
who organized a group of women
in1896 to meet weekly, each contributing ten cents at each meeting.
The group met in the mornings, having musical and literary programs
with a social hour. Through teas, bazaars, editing the local newspaper for
one day, and other means, this farseeing group worked for four years
to raise funds for a charity hospital,
which they saw was so greatly needed.
In 1903 enough funds had been obtained to erect a frame building on
the grounds donated by Mrs. Ella
Ragsdale Coffee [daughter of L.A.
Ragsdale, Sr., who bought land in Meridian from Richard McLemore]. The
location was in a new development
called Marion Park, between 23rd
* The present writer saw no need to perpetuate the misspelling.
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and 24th Streets on what was Poplar
Springs Road. [The original Matty
Hersee Hospital was at 2310.] A board
of managers supervised the hospital,
with a resident physician in charge,
and local physicians contributing
their services. Business men served
with the women on the governing
board.
Through the years the women
struggled in every way to support the
hospital, which was always overcrowded. Finding it difficult to maintain, they sought state help. This was
agreed to with the proviso that the
name be changed to East Mississippi
Charity Hospital, which was allowed
for one year, when at the request of
many citizens the original name was
restored.
In 1923, with the State in complete
ownership and in charge, a new
building was erected at the present
site, run under state supervision and
control.
The first Superintendent was Mrs. R.M.
Leigh, and the first Supervisor a Miss Kiernan. Staff consisted of four nurses besides the
Supervisor, one orderly, one housekeeper and
one cook. It appears that Mrs. Matty Hersee
Wright had no hand in the actual administration, but once it was launched confined her
activities to support of the enterprise that
bore her own name and that of her mother.

ELSON
43.

44.

Chapter Six
The Julius Elson Home
1109 29th Avenue

E

nticed by tidbits of information,
and urged on by the curious, the
author began researches into the
history of the beautiful Elson home, which
stood deserted at this writing.
The legends surrounding the home
differed in detail, but seemed to agree that
something dreadful had happened there.
Children had handed on beliefs of various
kinds  that the house was haunted, that
someone had been murdered there, or that
there had been a suicide.
The author found no foundation for the
majority of the legends, no record of violence, only a certificate from 1943 concerning the death of a member of the family

who had been desperately and painfully ill
before her demise.
Several decades previous to that sad
event, Julius (born in Germany) and his
wife Dora Neubauer Elson (born in 1853 in
New Jersey, to German parents) were in
the Meridian area, having arrived sometime
in the period 1870-73.
Julius first abode was at the corner of
Johnson Avenue and Church Street, while
he worked for Edward Cahn (Cahn & Co.).
An L.C. Elson, perhaps a brother, lived at
the same address as Julius.
The 1880 federal census for Lauderdale
County, page 8, yields the information in
the table at the top of the next page.
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Elson

L[ewis] C.
Caroline
Jacob
Blanche*

age 40
26

merchant

b. Europe
b. Pennsylania

4
2

son
daughter

b. Mississippi (1876)
b. Mississippi (1878)

parents b. Europe
parents b. Europe

Note: two children born after 1880, Ethel Edith (Sept. 7, 1886- March 31, 1887) and Adele Lillian
(March 18, 1884- April 11, 1887) are buried in Beth Israel Cemetery.

and from the same census, page 20
Elson

Julius
Dora
Bertha

39
37
6

Minnye
Ellye

5
3

merchant

b. Germany, 1841
b. Providence, R.I.
b. Mississippi (1874)

parents b. Germany

b. Mississippi (1875)
b. Mississippi (1877)

Note: Harry Edgar and Stella would be later additions to Julius’ family.

Further researches in county records
yields the information that a Madeline Elson
married Max Epstein in 1872, and the 1885
Lauderdale County School Census shows a
J.C. Elson, and an Eddie, age 5, in Ward 5.
The children, staying with L.C. Elson at the
time, and likely related, were no longer in
Lauderdale County by the time of the 1900
census.

I

n 1882, both Julius and Lewis C. Elson
were involved in commerce on Front
Street, and in 1884 both were clerking for
Cahn & Co. By 1888, Julius had moved into
insurance, as an agent for New York Life,
and had his residence at 2721 Ninth Street,
while Lewis was manager of the retail dry
goods department at Marks-Rothenberg,
already a thriving concern. He lived at 2101
Sixth Street.
By 1900, however, the only Elson
family listed in Lauderdale County was that
of Julius. The property they would choose
as the site of their new home had been
owned originally by Lewis Ragsdale, Sr.
On April 3, 1888, Lewis Ragsdale, Jr.,
* Blanche would marry W.A. Felnicker in Lauderdale County
Sept. 23, 1896.
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acting as executor of his fathers estate, and
Ella C. Coffee, to whom the elder Ragsdale
had left some property, deeded all of Lots
8, 9, 10, and 11, Block 11, Balls Survey, to
H. J. Granberry for $800. Granberry, in
turn, on April 19, 1890, deeded to Mrs.
Dora Elson, Lots 10 and 11, and 35 feet off
the east side of Lot 9, in Block 11, Balls
Survey, for $1,500, which would become
the site of the Elson home.
On October 8, 1892, Dora Elson and
her husband Julius executed a deed of trust
to John F. Campensis to obtain funds to
build. They were advanced $1,500 and later
another $2,000, with the provision that the
dwelling would cost no less than $5,000.
(Deedbook 30, p.12). The terms of the
deed of trust having been met, it was
recorded as satisfied August 13, 1895. That
being the case, it can be stated with some
degree of assurance that the house was
under construction in 1893 and finished
sometime in 1894.

P

arents and their five children  Bertha, Minnye C., Ettye LeRoi, Harry E.,
and Stella  moved in.

By the time of the move, Julius was
established in his insurance business. His
four daughters completed Meridian
High School as follows: Bertie in 1892,
Minnye in 1894, Ettye in 1895, and
Stella in 1891.

J

ulius, born in 1841, died at
home, after a period of illness (one
source says Brights disease, a kidney
ailment), March 26, 1907. A Dr. Rainer
was his physician. His will dated the year
before, February 13, 1906, left all property and insurance to his wife, with a
Mystery solved — for visitors who may have wondered about
stipulation that the Kranich & Bach
the somewhat unusual gravestone in Beth Israel, an
piano go to Ettye. Other bequests inacqaintance of the Elsons offered this explanation: The
daughters wished to memorialize their father, who had taken
cluded the sum of $100 to be invested in a
his ease each day after work on a couch (and lay on it in his
certificate of deposit in the name of his
final illness), by placing a couch on his grave.
son-in-law Phillip Rosenbaum as trustee
for the use and sole benefit of grandchild
Elsie Rosenbaum, and that she be given the
September 22, 1897. Phillip was the son of
accreted sum on her 18th birthday. Julius was
Abe (Abraham) Rosenbaum (born August 12,
laid to rest in Beth Israel Cemetery. See photo
1848, died December 18, 1910) and Flora D.
above right.
Rosenbaum (born January 5, 1861, died
December 16, 1916).
ora Neubauer Elson, born November
19, 1853 in Providence, Rhode Island,
Phillip was a manager at Marksdied at home, at 10:30 in the morning,
Rothenberg (1908 City Directory), and at
November 6, 1935, just short of her 82nd
first, he and Bertie set up housekeeping at
birthday. Services were held at her home,
2721 Eighth Street. Later they moved to
Dr. William Ackerman presiding. The
1935 24th Avenue, and A.L. Cahn recalled
certifying physician was K.T. Klein, no
pleasant visits to their home. The
cause of death given. After Doras death the
Rosenbaum children were Frederick Irvin
five children executed an agreement that
(born July 17, 1898, died August 26, 1900)
each have a fifth part of their mothers
and Elsie, born July 1899.
estate. Either she left no will or it was not
lsie lived at home until she
probated The contract was executed March
was 32 years old, then went
29, 1936, a few months after her death.
to New York, where she married
Eldest daughter Bertie, who as stated
Edward F. Dee (born 1898, died
finished high school in 1892, would not
1962). Both are buried in Beth
leave the nest until five years later. She
Israel. Elsie had no children but
married Phillip Rosenbaum (born in 1871,
was very successful in business, as
Elsie
and died in 1950) in Lauderdale County,
a manager in one of the leading

D

E
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Four lions guard the
mantelpiece, left, of the
rear of two connecting
parlors, which are
separated by an archway housing sliding
doors. Detail photo,
right, reveals enviably
sharp teeth in a centuryold lion, and some of the
tile surrounding the
fireplace.
Below, a built-in china/
silver cabinet flanks the
doorway to the butler’s pantry. Tall cypress louvered
shutters admit light through two immense dining room
windows. There are six such windows in the dining room,
which has its own intricately carved mantelpiece, shown in
photo at the end of this chapter.
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The Elson home may have been severely formal in its
design, but it was home to a family of lively young
people, as indicated by these sketches, the one on the

New York City department stores.

E

ttye LeRoi Elson, born October 24,
1877, died March 27, 1963, at 5 p.m.,
at home. The certifying physician was Dr.
John G. Atwood, and Rabbi Kaplan presided in services at Webb Funeral Home
Chapel. Arrangements were made by a Miss
Janie Mae Hall, a power company employee
who resided on 22nd Avenue Heights, expenses charged to Mrs. Edward F. Dee (niece
Elsie Rosenbaum Dee), who was then living
at 127 West 79th Street, in New York City.
The second child of the Elson marriage,
Ettye LeRoi was the last to depart this life.
Like her sister Minnye she generally wore
black. Though Ettye mostly occupied herself
at home, when she did go out, it was almost
always in the company of Minnye. Apparently the sisters were close all their lives.
Ettyes will, dated May 5, 1957, left $500
to her faithful servant George Florence
Nelson, and $100 to Ludie Marsh, porter at
the First National Bank, who had been very

right signed by Ettye LeRoi (she credits a Gibson design
as model). Both were furnished for publication by
Federick Dale and Peggy Clark Harbour of DeKalb.

kind to her. The balance of the estate, estimated at somewhere in the neighborhood of
$40,000, went to her niece. The inventory of
her safe deposit box included stocks and
bonds, copies of old wills, and a copy of the
family agreement that divided her mothers
estate.
An inventory of household effects, room
by room, listed large portraits of Julius and
Dora Elson. Most of the furniture was described as used and worn. Examination of the
inventory led the author to the conclusion
that the elder Elsons had occupied the middle
bedroom on the south side upstairs. Apparently one or more members of the family
smoked, or had guests who did, as ash trays,
cigarette cases, a brass smoking set, lighters,
etc. were prominent on the list, as were jigger
measuring glasses, a whisky bottle, brandy,
and so on.
The northeast bedroom yielded a certificate for Miss Stella Elson from the Industrial
Institute and College of Mississippi, forerun49.

ner of MSCW, now
Mississippi University
for Women, at Columbus, so apparently the baby of
the family,
Stella, was a
college graduate. A First
National
Bank plaque
naming Stella
A. Elson as
assistant
cashier was
found downstairs. She retired from the bank about 1941.

M

innye C., born October 25, 1881,
died May 3, 1956, at 10:27 p.m.
Certifying physician was Dr. John Bryann,
and Rabbi Finberry presided at services in
Webb Funeral Home Chapel. She was
buried at Beth Israel, Sunday , May 6, 1956.
Before her death, Minnye had undergone
treatment by infusion and multi-vitamins at
Bryan Clinic, 1300 23rd Avenue, and at St.
Josephs Hospital, then returned home by
ambulance.
Like her sister Ettye, Minnye almost
always wore black, and at least one source
drew the conclusion that their customary
mode of dress reflected mourning for their
parents. One source revealed that the
sisters always reserved their fathers former
place at the dining table; no one else used
it after his death. Minnye had worked with
her father before his death, and succeeded
him in the insurance business as agent for
New York Life. She became quite expert
and prospered. Some residents still recall
the purposeful little lady in black making her
way around downtown. Like her father, she
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had her first office on the Synagogue property. Later she moved into the Rosenbaum
building, where she maintained an office until
she died at age 74.
Her will, dated May 22, 1951, probated
May 8, 1956, left $250 to her brother Harry,
and the remainder of her estate, estimated
at about $20,000, to her beloved sister
Ettye. A codicil added in October 1952
stipulated that in the event Ettye were to
die first, all would go to Harry, with the
exception of her jewelry, which would go
to niece Elsie Rosenbaum Dee.
In the course of settling the estate,
Ettye had the stone marking the grave of
her sister changed, removing the granite
already there and substituting Georgia
marble, so that all the family stones
matched.
At the time of Minnyes death, she and
Ettye held the old home property jointly.
On her death, Ettye became sole owner.

H

arry Edgar, born June 27, 1880, died
August 3, 1955, at 11 p.m., in the
Parkland Memorial Hospital, Dallas, Texas.
He worked as a traveling salesman for
Marks-Rothenberg, and lived at 2310 Ewing
Cove, Dallas.
Returned to Meridian, he was buried at
Beth Israel, like the other Elsons, after
services at Webb, on August 7, 1955, Rabbi
Abba Fiemberg presiding.
Unlike his sisters, Harry did not graduate from MHS; his parents had sent him
away to a prep school.
Very little information on Harrys life
came to light, but after the end of the First
World War, by 1918-19, he was living at the
family home, and employed as a department
manager for Marks-Rothenberg. He may have

spent the whole of his working life there.

S

tella A. Elson, born October 14, 1883,
died April 12, 1943, at home, at 11:40
p.m., cause of death certified as carcinoma
(cancer) of the breast. She was laid to rest
three days later, at Beth Israel. The funeral
was most likely held at home.
Of the five children, Stella proved the
most difficult to trace. Reportedly she was
about a foot taller than the diminutive Ettye
and Minnye, but dressed much like any other
woman of the day, except that she seems to
have been partial to white, while the other
sisters, as stated, most often wore black.
She is known to have worked with
Minnye at the New York Life office for a
while after completing her studies at the
Institute at Columbus, then later (by 1916)
was at First National Bank, as a transit
clerk. By 1921 she had been promoted to
bookkeeper and later attained to a level
unprecedented for a woman in her day  that
of assistant cashier, a position she held for
many years, retiring in 1941, probably owing
to the onset of illness. From
brief reports it appears
that Stella was quiet
and kept to herself,
not perhaps mixing
socially very much,
but performed
her duties
in a professional
manner.
The
youngest of
the Elson
children, she
was the first

to die. Rumors that something had happened
in the Elson household  one such tale had it
that someone had been killed and the death
made to appear a suicide  seem to the author
to be without foundation in fact. One fact is
that Stella first learned of her illness on April
11, 1941, and by the time of her death two
years later, her body may simply have endured all it could. Another fact is that the
children had presumably watched the fatal
progress of their fathers illness, memories
that could easily have further depressed Stella.
And in 1943, medical science could do little
for a woman in her condition except try to
alleviate the pain.
It is possible, but by no means certain
that she committed suicide; the author
makes no judgment on that score. Another
aspect of the matter could be that in that
day, certain illnesses were simply not
mentioned in polite circles, and attempts to
maintain a discreet silence could have had
an unintended effect, making whatever
rumor there was more interesting, and led
to still further rumors, of foul play. Nowhere in his researches has the author
found evidence of any facts to support the
rumors.
After the death of Ettye, the last surviving sister, the home and her estate went to
her niece. She had in fact deeded the
property over on July 11, 1956, and on the
same day the niece, Mrs. Elsie Rosenbaum
Dee, made the property over to her aunt
for her use for the period of her natural life.
Thus at the time of Ettyes death, home and
lot were already in her nieces possession, not
part of the estate. (Deedbook 432, pp. 388389)
According to Deedbook 574, p.119, Elsie
R. Dee sold the property to Lawrence M.
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Dudley, Sr., on August 11, 1964, after an
auction sale of the furnishings, ordered June
21, 1963, which brought the estate $1,285.55.
On December 19, 1969, Mr. Dudley
made his wife co-owner of the property, and
on August 16, 1989, the Dudleys sold it to
Lawanda P. Burke, et al. (Deedbook 1148,

The foyer as seen from
the front parlor gives
a side view of the main
staircase shown in the
photo opposite. Doorway beyond leads to
the “courting” parlor.
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p.644). Then on February 24, 1993, Lawanda
Burkes survivor, her son Barry Gene Burke,
and his wife Karen K. Burke sold it in turn to
Dana A. Gearhart, et al.
At this writing the property, foreclosed
under a Veterans Administration loan, was
in the hands of Veterans Incorporated /
Mississippi.

Mantelpiece at upper left enlivens the “courting
parlor,” a small room to the left of the main entrance.
At lower left is the main staircase, its half-landing
adorned by still more of the carving found throughout
the house, as is the dining room fireplace, in photo
above.
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Final long view of the rear parlor “lion”
fireplace as seen through the archway
from the front parlor. Detail photo,
above, gives a glimpse of the wroughtmetal likeness of a Caesar, focal point of
the coal grate.
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Turn-of-the-century
business and industry in
Meridian: at right the
Cahn Building, reproduced from a copy of the
Illustrated Handbook
published in 1907 by The
Meridian Board of Trade
and Cotton Exchange, as
are the representations of
the Rosenbaum Block
and Marks-Rothenberg
Department Store on
following pages. Below,
views of the M.R. Grant

Mills give some
idea of the size of
the operation, a
manufactory of
doors, blinds and
sashes.

55.
55.

56.

Epilogue

Movers and Shakers

T

he following passage, quoted from a
Works Progress Administration interview in 1935, gives some idea of the energy of Meridian’s early entrepreneurs. In nearly
every case, thriving business laid the foundations
of the city’s fine old homes.
“... The Guaranty Bank was merged into the
Cahn Bank. Meridian National Bank was established in 1902 by J.H. Wright,* who came to Meridian from New York State and together with M.
R. Grant, formerly of Chicago, Ill., became prominent in the growth and development of Meridian, opening the entire section known as Marion
Park Survey, this section being named for the
small daughter of M.R. Grant.
“The Merchants and Farmers Bank [which
would late become Deposit Guaranty] was established in 1906. At present (1935) the First National Bank, with Levi Rothenberg as president,
the Citizens’ National Bank under Paul Brown,
and the Merchants and Farmers with B. J. Carter,
Meridian National Bank, 1888
Jr. as president, are functioning and serving the
section faithfully and efficiently. When, a few years ago, the First National Bank,
until then considered one of the stongest
banks in the State, closed its doors, it was
through the effort and determination of Levi
Rothenberg that it was reopened and confidence of the people in it was again established.
Mr. Rothenberg is also the head of a dry-goods
firm, Marks, Rothenberg and Company, and
no sketch of Meridian would be complete
without a sketch of this firm.
“Marks, Rothenberg and Company was organized in 1870 and thus for sixty-five years
has served a large and appreciative public.
The firm has consisted of four brothers: Isaac
Marks-Rothenberg, 1907

* The City Directory of 1888 lists J.H. Wright as cashier of the
bank, which was founded in 1884.
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Meridian’s first Jewish Synagogue,
spiritual home to many of Meridian’s
merchant elite at the turn of the century,
stood where the Miazzi-Woods Building
would later be built. The Rothenbergs, the
Markses, the Threefoots and Rosenbaums
and Loebs were members, as were the
Elsons. Julius Elson, and later his
daughter Minnye, operated the family
insurance office on the property.
The Jewish Synagogue

Marks and his three half-brothers, Levi, Marks, and Sam Rothenberg,
two of whom are now dead, Isaac Marks dying in 1914 and Marks
Rothenberg in 1932. Levi Rothenberg was born in Syracuse New York
in 1853. He attended the public schools of Syracuse and also the Bryant
and Stratton Business School. He went to New Orleans, where his
brother, I. Marks, was in the wholesale mercantile business, and worked
for him to learn the trade, and when I. Marks opened a store in Meridian in 1870, he came with him and worked with him still.
“Young Levi was there [at] seventeen years of age; his entire manhood has been spent in the city of his adoption. As the business grew,
the whole family moved to Meridian from Syracuse and the younger
brothers finally became partners in the business.
“Levi Rothenberg was married in 1881 to Milly Ritterman of New
York City. At that time Mr. Rothenberg was a member of the Fire Brigade. During Reconstruction days, he was on the Vigilance Committee.
He was a member of the Water Works Commission when the new pond
was built and was its instigator; he was on the board of Directors of the
First National Bank when E. E. McMorries was president and was later
president but resigned the presidency several years before the ... bank
business trouble.
“He and Col H. M.
Street assisted in organization of the Building and
Loan Co. and he served
on the Insurance Commission — in fact in practically every movement
for civic betterment for
the past fifty years, one
of the four brothers has
served.”
The tracing of the histories of the old homes
covered by this volume
afforded new insights as
regards both the way
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Lauderdale County’s Courthouse, built 1870 facing west, burned 1903

people lived a century ago,
and how their city changed
and grew.
For example when the
Julius Elson home at 1101
29th Avenue was built in
1893, it was in a growing,
prosperous
residential
area, and not far from
Eighth Street, which at the
turn of the century was in
its glory as an area of showplace homes. Before the
last of the Elsons passed
from the scene, the next
Lauderdale County’s second Courthouse, built 1905, facing west
‘Silk Stocking’ areas had
moved east and north, up 22nd Avenue toward Fourteenth Street, and
thence north to Poplar Springs Road, farther and farther from the business and industrial growth that spawned them.
Meantime downtown,
the Courthouse shown
opposite was consumed
by fire, and in 1905, the
county’s current Courthouse was erected, with,
however, a very different
aspect from what we behold today. At that time
two renderings of Justice
— one holding her scales
in the left hand, one in
the right hand — graced
the western pediment.
The statues were removed in the 1930s, to
J.H. Wright’s home at 1603 23rd Avenue, 1888 City Directory.
give way to ‘progress,’ as
the stark, utilitarian concrete jail was erected atop the Courthouse. Only rumor remains — that
the statues were taken to Highland
Park; that they were stored in a building on the Kate Griffin campus, demolished right after World War II; that
a piece of statuary had been discovered in field outside of town. If anyone does know what happened to
them, the secret has been kept effectively.

Meridian’s turn-of-the-century City Hall

Prime residential districts change
and move as the city and county
change; residential neighborhoods
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thrive all across the county. Today,
commercial activity seems poised
to boom again as the North Hills
and Bonita Lakes areas develop,
the medical centers at the heart of
the city thrive and expand, and it
is anyone’s guess what those things
will mean as regards where the
next ‘Silk Stocking’ districts may
develop.
The Rosenbaum Block, 1907
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