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Dedication
This history is dedicated to the memory of
Mr. M. B. Cobb
First and always,
A gentleman
A scholar
A disabled veteran
A trusted public servant
and
A true friend to the author.
We miss him.
JTD

*

Foreword
This school history came about as a spinoff of the effort to chronicle the history of
Lauderdale County School System from its beginnings in 1871 to 1925, and takes its
place alongside the history of Whynot Consolidated School.
LCDA&H hopes to produce further columes on other county schools as materials
become available.
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Tonic School, 1905 - 1908

Tonic had been established as a Post Office, Nov. 28, 1900 and continued in service to May 31, 1910, when service shifted ti Toomsuba. Jefferson D. Pigford was the last
postmaster. A Mr. Boutwell had suggested the name by saying I’m ‘a BOUT-WELL,’ so i
geuss we better call this place Tonic.” Whether Mr. Boutwell was taking some sort of aid
to health, or whether he ascribed the improvement in his health soley to the healthfulness
of the neighboorhood is not known. Later it would acquire less imaginitve names -Blanks Station, for one, and by 1916 it was known as Smith’s Spur. Like other Patron
Schools, Tonic in its heyday, 1905-1908, enjoyed its status as center of the community.

Forerunner -- A predecessor of DHS, Tonic School stood at
the north end of present day Smith Spur Road. Last Row
extreme right is James Nevel Dawson, son of James Eli
and Manola Dawson, and father of the author. The two little girls in the front row, shown enlarged at left, were daughters of John and Mattie Shannon Pigford, Willie Mae left,
who married Leslie Redi Wright, Sr., and her sister,
Cornelia Pigford.
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Minutes: Lauderdale County School Board Meetings
Special Meeting of Lauderdale County School Board, April 30, 1928
Howard Pigford, Beat 1, J.D. Gully, Beat 2, T.L. Harbour, Beat 3, Charles Little,
Beat 4, E.M. Jenkins,* Beat 5.
Petitions were filed from Patrons of Russell, Toomsuba, and Kewanee
Consolidated schools asking that the above school districts be consolidated into a
Special Consolidated School District. The petition from the Kewanee Consolidated
School District appearing to not have a majority of the Patrons of same as signees,
passed motion to file all petitions and defer final action on the same for the present.
*would serve the new Dixie Highway School as its first principal

Special Meeting of the School Board, May 9, 1928
Members present Howard Pigford, Charlie Little, T.L. Harbour and J.D. Gully
Meeting called to order by Superintendent of Education J.A. Riddell. Petitions
signed by majority of the school Patrons of the Toomsuba Consolidated School District,
Kewanee Consolidated School District, and another purporting to be signed by majority
of the Patrons of Russell Consolidated School District.
Prayer of all three petitions asked that the above three Consolidated School
Districts be consolidated into one school district and to be known and operated as a
Special Consolidated School District with all the privileges granted by law to school districts.
Counter-petition was also filed by certain patrons of the Russell Consolidated
School District, protesting against any action being taken in favor of a reconsolidation
whereby such action would affect the Russell School district. The board heard the contentions of those for and against the proposition of re-consolidation and after checking
the petitions before it, decided that the petitions of Kewanee and Toomsuba were signed
by a majority of the Patrons of said school districts, but there seemed to be an equal
number signing, thirty-one each, for and against the Russell district entering the consolidation. Therefore petitions were filed and final action deferred. At this juncture, Mr.
Howard Pigford ** entered his resignation as a member of the School Board. Same was
accepted and Mr. Joe Gunn, Meridian, Miss., Route 4, was appointed to succeed Mr.
Pigford as School Board member from District # One of Lauderdale County, Miss.
** resident of Russell and a prominent citizen
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There being no further business to come before the board, same adjourned to
meet back in special session, Saturday, May 12th, at one-thirty o'clock, 1928.
J.A. Riddell
County Superintendent of Education
and ex officio Pres., School Board

Meeting of Lauderdale County School Board, May 12, 1928
The School Board of Lauderdale County met in the office of County
Superintendent of Education May 12th, with the following members present: T.L.
Harbour, Charlie Little, J.D. Gully, Joe Gunn [absent: E.M. Jenkins]
Mr. Joe Gunn of District # One having been recently appointed to succeed Mr.
Howard Pigford, resigned, was duly sworn as member of the School Board to fill position
as member of the board from District One.
This meeting being specially called for the purpose of considering the petitions
from the Kewanee, Toomsuba, and Russell Consolidated School District, with reference
to the consolidation of said districts into a special Consolidated School District was presented with petitions signed by a majority of the school patrons of the Kewanee School
District asking that the petition previously signed and filed with the School Board be
stricken and disregarded as same. The Board being of the opinion that said petition was
signed by a majority of the patrons of the Kewanee Consolidated School District, made
motion that the prayer of the petition be granted. Motion carried disallowing the petitions
of all the above districts with reference to consolidation of the respective schools and permitting them to continue on as at present.
Motion was adopted by the Board authorizing the County Superintendent of
Education to make survey of the needs of the several white and colored school of the
county as to the needs of some in the way of seats, heating, lighting, painting, and other
necessary improvements in equipment and repairs, and that bids be received for painting such schools as need the same. It was agreed that the lowest and best bid furnishing solvent bond for the faithful performance of the work would be accepted.
There being no further business to come before the board at this time, same
adjourned to be called at the pleasure of the County Superintendent of Education.
Witness my signature this the 12th day of May, 1928
J.A. Riddell
County Superintendent of Education
and ex-officio Pres., School Board
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Meeting of School Board, June 8, 1928
The School Board of Lauderdale County, Mississippi, met in the office of County
Superintendent of Education J. A. Riddell, presiding, with the following members present:
Joe Gunn, J.D. Gully, T.L.Harbour, Charlie Little, E.M. Jenkins
The board was convened for the purpose of especially considering petitions from
the Toomsuba and Kewanee* Consolidated School District, with reference to consolidating said districts.
Petitions were presented for and against the dissolution of the Toomsuba and
Kewanee Consolidated School Districts as follows:
Petition signed by R.T. Miller and 100 other qualified electors residing in the
Kewanee Consolidated School District, purporting to be 2/3 of the qualified elec
tors of the same, asking that the said school district be dissolved for the purpose
of effecting a re-consolidation of its Kewanee and Toomsuba Consolidated School
District was presented. Petition was also filed signed by C.H. Wiggins and fortyseven other qualified electors residing in the Kewanee Consolidated School
District praying that the district not be dissolved. Petition signed by R.T. Miller and
forty-seven others purporting to be a majority of the School Patrons of the
Kewanee School District asking that said district be dissolved. Petition signed by
C.H. Wiggins and forty-one others asking that the above school district be not dissolved.
After checking the poll books of the qualified electors re-siding in the above district, the board found that there were 149 qualified electors residing in said school district. There-fore 101 being signed as Petitioners asking that there be a dissolution, the
Board declared the petition to be duly signed by a 2/3 majority of the qualified electors
as provided by law for the dissolution of Consolidated School District. Petition signed by
School Patrons asking for the dissolution having signatures of 48 Patrons, as against, 42
signers opposing the dissolution, was declared to be a majority of the Patrons asking for
dissolution. Motion was passed unanimously declaring the Kewanee Consolidated
School District to be dissolved.
* the Russell Consolidated School District apparently having withdrawn from consideration as part of the effort to reconsolidate. It seems likely that the split in the Russell community over the question was the reason for Howard Pigford's resignation from the Board
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Petitions signed by J.C. Cooper and 97 others, purporting to be 2/3's of the qualified electors residing in the Toomsuba Consolidated School District asking that said
school district be dissolved for the purpose of re-consolidation with the Kewanee
Consolidated School District was presented. Petition was also signed by J.L. Cooper and
53 others purporting to be a majority of the School Patrons of said Toomsuba School
District asking for dissolution was presented. The School Board checked the above
Petitions and were of the opinion that both were signed by necessary majorities provided by law for dissolution of Consolidated School Districts.
There being no counter-petition filed against the prayer of the petition from
Toomsuba Consolidated School District, the School Board did not check same against
the roll of qualified electors but were certain that a large majority were in favor of the
Proposition. Therefore, motion was adopted granting the prayer of petitions from the
qualified electors and Patrons of the Toomsuba School District, dissolving said school
district.
Petition was next presented from the Patrons residing in the Kewanee and
Toomsuba Consolidated School Districts as they formerly existed, asking that said territory be consolidated into one Consolidated School District. After due consideration the
Board was of the opinion that said petition contained an overwhelming majority of the
Patrons asking for consolidation. Therefore, motion was adopted consolidating and creating one School District under the name of Dixie Hi-way with bounds of same as follows:
Point of beginning Alabama state line at NE corner of that part of Section 13 lying in State
of Mississippi Township 7 Range 18E and running due W to the NE corner of Section 17,
Township 7 , R 18, thence N one mile, thence due W 3 miles, to the NW corner of Section
12, Township 7, R 17, thence S 1 mile, thence W 1 mile to the NW corner of Section 22,
Township 7, R 17E, thence due S .3 miles to the SW corner of Section 34, Township 7,
R 17E, thence due E 3 miles to the SW corner of Section 31, Township 7, R 18, one mile
due S, thence 1 mile due W to the NW corner of Section 12, Township 6, R 17E.Thence
due S .2 miles to the NW corner of Section 24, Township 6, R 17 East, thence due East
1 mile to the NW corner of Section 19, Township 6, R 18E, thence due S 2 miles to the
SW corner of Section 30, Township 6, Ri 18E, thence due East 3 miles to the SE corner
of Section 28, Township 6, R 18East. Thence duee South 1 mile to the SW corner of
Section 34, Township 6, R 18E, thence due East to Alabama state line, thence northwardly following Mississippi-Alabama state line to point of beginning. With the following sections and parts of sections, all Sections 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26,
28,
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and all that part of Sections 13, 24,
25, 36
27,
situated in the State of Mississippi Townships 7, R 18E. Also all of Section 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30, 34, and all that part
of Sections 1, 12, 13, 23, 26,and 35 situated in the State of Mississippi, Township 6, R18.
All the Sections of 12, 13, 14, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, 36, Township 7, R17, also
Sections 12, 13, Township 6, R 17E all being in Lauderdale County, Stateof Mississippi.
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On petitions of the Patrons of the above school district, the County School Board
granted five trustees in lieu of three. County Superintendent appointed the following as
Trustees:
C.H. Ryan 5 years
E.C. Gunn 4 years
W.D. Pigford 3 years
R.W. Charles 2 years
R.J. McDonnell 1 year
The site selected by the School Board for a new school building was designated.
Same to be on the gravel road approximately 1A mile east of the site of present
Toomsuba school house.*
The Board next passed motion directing the County Superintendent of Education
to furnish transportation to the pupils of the following one-teacher schools in lieu of furnishing and paying a teacher for each of same: Cook School, Kennedy School §, Parker
School, and Valley School.
Provided that cost of transportation of pupils of respective schools does not
exceed $5.00 each per month; provided further that the Patrons of said schools shall
have a right to select the schools to which they desire to send their children.
Board passed motion authorizing County Superintendent of Education to get prices and
make estimates and purchasesof school furniture and school equipment for the several
schools to be paid for out of the proceeds of the County Bond issue for such purposes.
There being no further business to come before the board, same adjourned.
* at this writing, at the north end of Smith Spur Road
§ situated in the old Complete Community, which today is within the city limits of
Meridian, in the vicinity of Highland Park
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State of Mississippi
County Lauderdale
I, J.A. Riddell, County Superintendent of Education and keeper of records and
proceedings of the County School Board, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and
correct copy of the Acts and Proceedings of said School Board on the date therein mentioned as pertaining to the dissolution of Kewanee and Toomsuba Consolidated School
Districts and the re-consolidation of same.
9th day of June, 1928 - J.A. Riddell
*Note: Construction of the new school, commenced after this date, would be completed
in 1929

Official Meeting of Lauderdale County School Board, State of Mississippi, No. 10,
1928
The Lauderdale County School Board met in the office of the County
Superintendent of Education of said County and State, with the following members present: T.L. Harbour, E.M. Jenkins, Joe Gunn
Motion was passed asking the Board of Supervisors of LauderdaleCounty to make
transfer from the County School Improvement Fund to the following schools in the
amounts stated:
Dixie Highway -$800.00
Center Hill - 75.00
The Board is hereby respectfully requested to transfer said amount to the above
schools for school improvement purposes.
There being no further business to come before the School Board, same
adjourned.
J.A. Riddell
County Superintendent of Education and
ex-officio President of School Board
The School Board of Lauderdale County, Mississippi, met in the office of the
County Superintendent of Education June 28th, 1930, with the following members present: Joe Gunn, J.D. Gulley, T.L. Harbour, Chas. Little.
Motion was adopted adding Sec. 15, Twn7, R17E tothe Dixie Highway
Consolidated School District.
There being no further business to come before the Board at this meeting, same
adjourned to meet again on July 12, 1930.
J.A. Riddell, County Superintendent of Education and Ex-officio President, School
Board
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The site of Dixie Highway High School
Dixie Highway, the product of re-consolidation was built in Section 29, Township
7, Range 18E. The first known owner of the building site Had been one Duncan Kelly,
who was in Lauderdale County by 1838. He is recorded as having paid land tax in the
section noted above in 1858. The 1850 Agricultural Schedule lists a Jacob Kelly, Sr., who
may have been Duncan's father, as living next door. A son, James A. Kelly, born 1845,
later (in1878) is listed as having 10 acres , while his father D(uncan) R.owned 80 acres.
Later yet, Duncan would deed the land to James. Other individuals who owned adjacent
land in 1878 were E. J. Browner, A.C. and B.F. Collier, and O.C. Bozeman. In addition,
the M & 0 Railroad had vast holdings in the district.
For a brief period sometime during or after the Civil War, the Kelly family apparently removed to St. Clair County, Alabama. They are not on the 1870 census for
Lauderdale County, but are listed in 1880. D.R. seems to have re-turned to Alabama by
1896, when he deeded over the land inSec. 29, T 7, R 18E to his son James. The old
cemetery along the highway in front of the former school property seems to have been a
Kelly cemetery.* Dixie Highway's school grounds consisted originally of 60 acres, not
16th Section land.
Deed book 43 page 328, dated March 25, 1890
T.R. Kelly of St. Clair County, Alabama, sold the land to J.A. Kelly for $300.
Recorded Lauderdale County, Mississippi, Jan. 15, 1896.
Deed book 174, p.130
Mrs. J.A. Kelly on June 25, 1928, sold the land to the trustees of the Dixie Highway
Consolidated School ( C.H. Ryan, E.C. Gunn, and B.J. McDonald) for $3,000. One acre
in the SW corner was reserved for a cemetery. Recorded June 28, 1928
*The earliest headstone is that of Hersey, probably Duncan Kelly's first wife, buried in
1851. Duncan, born March 1808, died Aug. 20., 1884
Deed book 265, p. 498
The Dixie Highway Consolidated School , on May 27, 1944, executed a permit to
the American Telephone & Telegraph Co., for ,1.00, allowing the company to install
underground cables across the 60 acres. School trustees at this time were Eugene
Smith, A. Lowe, and C.H. Ryan. Permit executed at Toomsuba and notarized by J. M.
Roberson, Justice of the Peace.
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Deed book 394, p. 221
On March 6, 1954, the Board of Trustees of Dixie Highway School sold to J.B. Gill
the south 20 acres of the school grounds 60 acres for $00. Deed signed by M.J. Gressett,
preesident, Board of Trustees, for the Dixie Highway Consolidated School. A Board of
Supervisors resolution (Minute Book 39, p.87), signed March 4, 1954, authorized the
sale.
At the end of the 1956-57 academic year, after some 28 years in operation, the
Dixie Highway School closed down.
Deed book 468, p. 562
Oct. 10, 1958, the Lauderdale County Board of Supervisors deeded the remaining 40 acres of the Dixie Highway Consolidated School property to the Dixie High
Community Club, registered as a non-profit organization, which had been high bidder at
a public sale Sept. 3, 1958, for ,12,000. The deed reserved half-interest in all minerals.
The sale was authorized by a resolution of the County Board of Education, Duluth
Snowden, president, executed two days before the transfer of the title, Oct. 8, 1958
(Deed book 468, p.564). Other School Board members were D.L. Covington, Lamar
Taylor, and W.E. Rollins.
Deed book 530, p.92
Dixie High Community Club gave a timber deed, signed by M.C. Welch, president,
and Lamar Coker, secretary, for ,1,200 to H.E. Sanders May 16, 1962. The sale included all merchantible timber, standing or growing, and measuring at least 10 inches in
diameeter at the ground.
Deed book 630, p.268
The Dixie High Community Club sold the remaining 40 acres and the old school
building to H.A. Pickett, June 12, 1967, as follows: For and in consideration of the sum
of ,100 cash in hand and other valuable considerations, and the assumption and payment of that certain indebtedness due to the Meridian Building and Loan Association, of
Meridian, Miss., secured by Deed of Trust, dated Oct. 10, 1958, and recorded in Book
471, p. 513, of the land records of Lauderdale County, Mississippi, Dixie High Community
Club, a Mississippi corporation, does hereby sell, convey, and warrant unto H.A. Pickett
[description of land], signed by Charles Welch, president, and Lamar Coker,* secretary.
Thus after some 39 years, ownership of the school land passed back into the
hands of an individual. Today, H.A.'s son, Gary Pickett, owns the property.
*married Gussie Pigford. They were the parents of Charles Coker
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Background
In the late 1920s, not all Lauderdale County schools extended through the 12th
grade. While there had been some consolidation of the various Patron Schools, the county school system lacked the means to take students to that level at all the widely scattered district schools. In the 1927-28 academic year, 11th grade was the upper limit at
Whynot Consolidated School for the simple reason that few students had stayed in
school long enough to go further at that time.
The school board began to look at further consolidation as a means to remedy the
system's shortcomings.
The Toomsuba-Kewanee-Russell area's three schools within a relatively small
area seemed to many a good prospect for consolidation. Kewanee at the time had sixtyfive male and seventy-one female students, while Toomsuba had seventeen male and
twenty-seven female students, and Russell had twenty-six male and twenty-four female
students. But sentiments were mixed; each school served its community as a center of
social activity, and consolidation would mean destroying that center.
The extracts from Minutes of the Lauderdale County School Board to be found at
the front of this volume indicate how divisive was the issue of consolidation, which had
begun as far back as 1916*. In fact, by 1928, the split within the Russell community was
so severe that Russell simply dropped out of consideration for inclusion in the new Dixie
Highway District.§ Kewanee and Toomsuba were thriving while Russell was beginning to
fade after a period of prosperity. Russell had reached a peak at about the same time as
old Marion and old Magnolia.**
The construction of the new Dixie Hiway (or `Highway,' the spellings seem to be
interchangeable, depending on the writer, and perhaps the degree of formality) School
was in several respects a turning point for the county school system. Brick construction
— a first for the county schools— steam heat, and electric light brought new efficiency to
maintenance, and such amenities as a lunch room, auditorium, gynasium and library
made the new school the system's shining star. The school's flat roof — another first —
seems to have offered a learning experience. At least one former student remembers
puddles on class-room floors after a hard rain. And innovation didn't end with the building. The author well remembers Stancil Sutter's relating some of what he was learning in
the county's first agricultural class — such practical matters as dehorning of cattle. The
Ag classes had their own shop, in a separate structure behind the main building.
* LCDA&H publication 92, History of the Lauderdale County School System chronicles
school matters from the founding of the system in 1871 to the 1920-25 period.
§ The school-age population of Russell would also divide as its members reached high
school age, some to attend Dixie Hiway, and some Meridian's Big Central.
** For further information on the county's early days and original settlements see
LCDA&H publication 402, Bits & Pieces, Vol.l.
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When Dixie Hiway opened its doors for the 1928-29 school year, construction was
not altogether complete. For example, Leslie R. Wright, Jr., a second-grader at the time,
went to class for a time in the teachers home, which at first was in front of the main school
building, and later would be torn down and rebuilt to the west of it, facing the road. And
Marie Louise Rushing, whose Girl Graduate's Journal has been a goldmine of information, remarked that the lunchroom, at the back of the main building, to the left of the main
entrance, was not yet (in Spring, '29) in operation. As noted, the Kewanee and Toomsuba
districts relinquished the possibility of having schools bear their names, in favor of the
establishment of a new, re-consolidated district and the Dixie Highway School, for students living in what had been the Kewanee and Toomsuba districts.
M.B. Cobb
One of the Ag teachers in later years
was himselfa DHSgraduate, the be-loved
M.B. Cobb, who after earning his degree at
Mississippi State University returned home
to teach. The photo (furnished by Mrs.
Cobb) reproduced here shows a young M.B.
(son of William M. and Linda Weir Cobb) at
ease on the porch of the teachers home in
1940. On the back of the picture, M.B. had
written `young and ready to go. "Like most
other youngmen of his day, Mr. Cobb would
serve his countryin World Warll, sustaining
combat injuries that would remind him of his
wartime service for the rest of his life.
Released from service he returned to teach
at Dixie Hiway, then at Lauderdale. While at
Northeast High School he entered the political forum and would serve the country

for many years as its Chancery Clerk. He
took a keen interest in the community at
large. Serving as one ofLCDA&H's original
directors, he played a major role in the
development of the County Archives.

The Kewanee/Alamucha school burned near the end of the 1927-28 year*, which
likely gave further impetus to the move to build a new school for the new district. And the
principal of Kewanee/ Alamucha, M.E. Jenkins, was a member of the School Board, and
thus in a position to speak for the needs of his constituents.
In Dixie Hiway's first year, 1928-29, enrollment was 212 in the fall semester, 217
in the spring.
On April 7, 1928, the Lauderdale County School Board approved a bond issue in
the amount of $0,000, for erecting, repair and equipping of the county's schools. Part of
this bond issue probably went to the construction of the Dixie Highway School.
* Mrs. Elva Pigford Lagrone, daughter of T.S. Pigford, Sr., remembers that graduation
exercises that year were held in Meridian
10

School Board member E.M. Jenkins, who had been teacher and principal at the
Kewanee-Alamucha School in the academic year 1927-28, was appointed Dixie
Highway's first principal fro the year 1928-29. He would be succeeded by J.E. Sullivan,
who took over in 1929-30.
We have been unable to discover just how the name "Dixie Highway" came to be
adopted is not known. Apparently some of the children assumed that the road at the front
of their school grounds bore that name, but no such official designation of that unpaved
road has come to light, and no one today recalls its being called the Dixie Road or
Highway. "Dixie" may have been chosen in deference to the song that had become a
Southern anthem. Some hard feelings very likely survived over the loss of the local district schools, and Dixie may have been seen as a name that could be embraced by all.
In any event, DHS came into existence as the Lauderdale County school system,
organized in 1871 as authorized by the Constitution of 1870, reached age 58, and as the
County and the nation were embarking on the period that would be known as the Great
Depression.
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School Census: Educable Children, 1929
School: Dixie Hiway
Town: Toomsuba
Name of Parents or Guardians

Family Name
Barrett

Allen, John
Blankes, L. G.
Blankes, Hunter
Blankes, F. O.
Boyette, E.

Boatman, W. E.

Boswell, H. L.

Brown, Mart
Carlett, Mrs. W. C.
Coker, D. L.
Conn, M. S.
Chapman, C. F.
Culpepper, C. F.
Culpepper, B.

Child
Mary Alice
Eugene
Cecil
Marie
Gilberta
Jolle Craven
Mary A.
Elloise
Myrtle
Louise
Gladys
Evelyn
Mabel
Mary Lee
James
Joe
Alton
Asa
Emma
Barney
Edna
Jeff
Judson
Lucille
Ardell
M. S.
Billy Jean
C. F.
Shannon
Fred
Milford
Eugene
Eris

Age

5
16
10
9
14
17
11
9
10
13
7
18
16
15
9
12
12
15
18
8
13
20
5
8
6
20
15
10
7
6
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Catlett, S. L.

Day, B. W.
Dukes, S. C.

Fitzgerald, Mrs.
Ford, W. B.
Flowers, Mrs. M. F.
Gandy, E. M.

Golf (Gough?), C. H.

Garrett, Joe
Glascock, Grady
Hardin, Leon
Ingram, G. B.
Ingrim, Chas.
James, E. H.

Jenkins, E. M.
Keeton, A. J.

King, W. N.

16
14
5
18
12
8
9
14
16
11
8
5
19

Mary
Elenor
Gertrude
Frank
Willie
Louis
Laurine
Dale
Elsie
Edith
Alvo
Rita
Houston
Cecil
Ellis
Ava Lee
Thelma
Chas. D.
Mary
Bennie
Woodrow
Chas.
Rufus
Bell
Mary
Edwina
Grace
Lamar
Mildred
Gladys
Norris
Ima
Janie
Erline
Agnes
Ernest
Herbert
Rae
Velma
Maude
Jack
Lucille
Rella Mae
Nell

17
11
7
5
14
18
9
7
6
16
15
8
8
5
16
14
9
18
15
15
5
11
8
16
20
18
16
14
15
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Kitchens, S. H.

Lancaster, J. R.

Lacy, Mrs. W. A.

Lowe, Luther R.

Lowe, L. R.
Lowry, Mrs.
Lewis, J. B.
Lowe, J. R.
Lowe, Mrs. R.
McRee, J. R.
Mathews, W. F.
McCann, M. M.
McElroy, L. O.
McMurry, W. S.

Mills, H. W.
Miller, W. L.

Miller, Eugene

Dorothy
Lillian
S. H.
Frank
Robert
George
Albert
Julian
Pauline
Edwin
Carl
Lorene
Annell
Adell
Ida
Elsie
Dorothy
Wallace
Ethel Brunson
Edwin
Anita
Clarice
Chas.
Lucille
Gladys
Audrey
Buster
Gladys
C. D.
Carl
Myra
Dorothy
Rebecca
Helen
Webb
Rachel
Robin
Tom
Gilbert
Raymond
Robert
Nellie
Eugenia
Annie Mae
M. L.
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12
11
7
17
15
12
10
7
5
17
14
7
10
9
8
7
5
5
20
19
5
5
17
14
9
16
12
9
14
19
16
14
11
9
6
9
18
16
16
14
10
12
8
6
5

Miller, R. T.

Page, J. M.
Pigford, W. D.
Pigford, T. S.

Pigford, C. A.
Payne, W. P.
Price, G. A. J.
Moore, J. K.

Ratcliff
Robinson, G. C.

Ross, W. H.
Rogers, W. H.
Robinson, J. M.
Ratcliff, K. T. (?)

Roberson, J. W.

Rushing, Mrs. Clara

Byrl
Milton
Lenoy
Bernard
Lillian
Marie
Imogene
Rowena
Jeff
Elva
Mary Julia
Gussie
T. S.

18
12
11
7
10
8
16
8
5
18
15
13
7

Enoch
Robert
Woodrow
Harold
Ada Louise
Charles
J. T.
Bill
Hamilton
Edward
Leroy
Niolin
Ruby
Evelyn
Grady
Fred
Cecil
Gladys
Florene
Doris
Mrs. Elsie Tate
Mrs. Annabel Davis
Earl
Homer
Spencer
Bonnell
Gertrude
Mary
Marie
Charles
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16

15
5
14
11
9
12
9
5
10
7
19
14
16
18
6
5
19
20
20
18
12
9
14
6
20
11

(later served the county as
Superintendent of Education)

Ryan, C. H.

Saxon, Keeton
Shelton, D. L.

Shelton, R. M.

Shaw, W. E.
Simmons, A. E.
Stallings, J. H.
St. Clair, Mrs. O.
Smith, W. H.

Skipper, B. E.
Tetter (Tedder?)
Tinnin, E. E.

Thomas, J. O.
Walker, R. S.
Ward, W. C.

Wiggins, C. H.

Wright, J. B.

Bell, Mrs. J. E.
McRee, J. R.

Cecil
Edith
Tommie Jean
Mary
Dorothy
Katie
Odell
Connie
W. A.
Robert
Dillon
Eunice
Ralph
William A.
James A.
Blanks
Hazel
Mildred
Sadie
Henry
Ethel
Bethel
Mrs. Beatrice
Charles
Edith Nell
Willie Ed.
Carroll
Mardell
Cornelia
Shelby
W. C.
Florence
Sadie
Grace
Bernice
Sarah M.
Robert
Eloise
Julian
Otis
Alta
Nell
Mildred
Celest
Emma Virginia
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17
14
11
5
9
8
18
16
5
18
15
12
5
5
8
12
19
10
6
17
6
8
13
9
7
5
18
11
20
12
6
14
12
10
9
19
15
8
16
6
13
10
9
15
5

Barrett
Wright, Reid
Robinson, Elmo
‘
Obadiah Supplement
Yann, Elaine S. J.

Eugene
Cecil
Leslie
Harold
Elmo

11
7
5
18

Elanine
C. George
Edward N.

10
8
6
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Clara Gertrude Shannon
and Charles Latham
Rushing, parents of Marie
Louise and Charles Jr.

Charles Latham Rushing, born Dec. 18, 1881, to james Crawford and Lela
Olivia Latham Rushing, was the grandson of Charles E. Rushing. A devout
Catholic, Charles L. was an attorney, and was elected to the State House of
Represnetatives from Harrison County. He married Clara Gertrude, daughter of
Elbert and Carrie Henderson Shannon, of Toomsuba, Feb. 4, 1904. They lived on
the Mississippi Gulf Coast until his death in 1923, whereupon his widow and children moved back to Toomsuba. After Marie Louse graduated from DHS in 1929,
the family moved to Meridian.

Marie Louise Rushing, daughter of Charles Latham (who died when his daughter was only about twelve years old) and Clara Gertrude Rushing. We are indebted to
marie Louise for the information she recorded in her Girl Graduate’s Journal, in her
senior year, 1928-29. After graduation, the family moved to 1207 20th Ave., meridian,
and Marie Louise owned her own business, a confectioner’s, at 1417 24th Ave. for
many years.
19

*Note: The inks used throughout the Journal defied reproduction, so none of the script
in these pages is actual handwriting. The information in Marie Louise’s hand, and the
sentiments expressed by her friends in the “Autograph” sections have been reproduced
in various script typefaces.
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James (Jamie) L. Sims

The last surviving member, and the salutatorian, of Dixie

Highway’s* first graduating class would go on to further success in
the larger world. James, the son of Marvin and Cornelia (Neely)
Miller Sims, married Helen Moore and they were the parents of a
son Wade, and a daughter, Wanda, Mrs. Steven P. Johnston.
Making their home at Russell, the elder Simses live in a beautiiful
home in nice surroundings. Adter graduation, Jamie commenced
work for the U. S. Postal Service, August 5, 1929. Thirty-nine
years later he would retire, Oct. 31 1968, after having served as
Assistant Post Master from July 1, 1947. The Postal Service has honored him with a
Superior Achievement Award, and further honors included awards for outstanding work
as president of the Meridian Rotary Club, and for long and faithful service in the E. J.
knox Lodge 130.
The writer enjoys pleasant memories of Mr. Jamie as to past civic club activities.
It was a joy to talk with the Simses at their home as plans were being made for this history.
Jamie Sims, atnearly 88 years, embodies, in the writer’s estimation, an excellent
example of what education did for the student back in “the good old days.”
In Dixie Hiway’s first year, 1928-29, enrollemtn was 212 in the fall semester, 217
inthe srping.

One senior that year was Russell Carr. Not a boarder, he

attended from his home in the Alamucha area. Sister Kate Carr
Reynolds was at the time the teacher at Russell; another sister was
Ethel Carr McRae. Their father Dave W. Carr, longtime Supervisor
for Beat 5, operated a school bus for part of the year to DHS. The
writer remembers Russell, who was working in 1939 for the R&M
Tire Co. and service station,** as the source of his first driver’s
license. Such matters being relatively casual in those far-off days,
the new driver (in an A model with little or nothing in the way of
brakes) simply purchased his license at a modest cost of twentyfive cents.
Complications arising from diabetes, not so well understood or controlled a few
decades ago, claimed Russell at an early age.
*Jamie had attended school at Russell, where his father was a school trustee, before
transferring to Dixie Highway for his senior year.
**The business occupied the east end of the present-day Dement Printing Co. Property
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Teachers

Garnett Lewis Barrett

Mrs. Barett at this writing (1996) is the sole surviving
teacher from Dixie Highway School’s first year. She commenced her nine years at DHS in 1928, holding classes in
the Teachers Home until Thanksgiving, when her regular
classroom in the main building was completed.
Mrs. Barrett mostly taught the fifth and sixth grades
(and the fourth grade one year).
Her colleagues included Mary Lacy, Mary and Susan
Payne, Eloise Hart, E. M. Jenkins, J. H. Sullivan, Lottice
Welch, and Esther McWilliam, and she recalls Bob Gordon,
who had charge of the boiler for the steam heat.
Mrs. Barrett is the mother of Toomsuba residents Billy
and Bobby Barrett.
E. Williams,
English

Neal Cirlot,
coach, business

N. B. Miller principal,
1939-440

L. Duffy Welch,
second grade

Esther McWilliams,
elementary
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Lilla Mills, English and Alton
C. Grimes, principal, math

& Students

1931-32 -- Teacher J. H.
Sullivan,
Eloise
Blanks,
Janice James, Julia Payne,
Gertrude Roberson, Mary
Julia Pigford (married Julian
Butler) Celeste Bell, Ellis
Flowers,
Lottoe
Mae
Culpepper (Whynot, in front),
Stancil Sutter (Whynot, behind
Sullivan), Agnes Goodwyn
(Whynot, married J. E. Butler).
Teachers Sullivan, Math; Miss
Trapp, English literature; Tally
D. Riddle, Civics, study hall)

1936-37 -- Front row,
left Katherine Sims,
daughter of Marvin
L., sister to Jamie;
Gladys
McElroy,
daughter of L. O.;
Lillian Miller (dec.),
daughter of R. T. of
Kewanee, a leader in
the consolidation
movement; Ida Bell Lowe, daughter of A.; Gladys Matthews, who married M. B. Cobb;
Lillian Kitchens, daughter of S. H. Second row, from left: Mis Neal, teacher and class
sponsor; James Wilson; Virginia Ford (Dec.), may have been daughter of W. B.; Ruby
Zell Robinson, daughter of G. C.; Blannie Mae McElroy; Adell Lowe, daughter of A.; Sam
Lackey; Aline Culpepper, daughter of john, married Russell Cmap; Merle Payne (dec.).
41

Mattew (Dick) Culpepper
Edna Null

Boots Wiggins
Mildred Null

Gussie Pigford

Huldah Sims
Mildred Culpepper
42

Agnes Goodwyn (Butler),
1932 graduate

John Lagette Ponds, 1931
graduate

Elizabeth Culpepper, 1934 graduate

Teacher Kathryn Couch
Lacy
DHS graduates from Whynot Consolidated School
1929 Russell Carr, son of Dave & Claudia Mooney Carr
1931 Lagette Ponds (dec.) son of J. F. & Mary Goodwyn Ponds,
m. Doris White
1932 Stancil Sutter, son of Houston & Bertha Boswell Sutter
Lottie Culpepper, daughter of Sam & Hassie Culpepper
Agnes Goodwyn, daughter of Claude and Peael Gibson
Goodwyn
Lavelle Culpepper, son of John & Octavia Rawlings Culpepper
1934 Elizabeth Culpepper, daughter of Sam & Hassie
Ponds Culpepper
1937 Aline Culpepper Camp,
daughter of John & Octavia
Rawlings Culpepper
The Whynot contingent at
the Dixie Highway School
mostly boarded with local
residents, some with relatives and others with family
friends. Times were hard
and neighbors did what they
could to help each other out.
Nearly all the young people
performed
chores
in
exchange for their keep.
Turner S. Pigford recalls
having Lagette Ponds,
among others, stay at his
family’s home on Smith Spur
Road. His (Turner’s) father
had been one of the moving
spirits behind consolidation
and the establishment of the
new school district.

Stancil Sutter, 1932 graduate

Lottie Culpepper, 1932 graduate
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Teacher extraorinary -- The carerr of Dixie
Highway’s Social Studies teacher Maud
Brandon Reid, of Russell, spanned at least two
generations. At Meridian High School she numbered Anita Jo Swain Ross, daughter of Anita
Lowe (DHS class of ‘41) and Joe Swain (class
of ‘40) among her charges. At Meridian she
chaired the Social Sciences Department until
her well-deserved retirement. Mrs. Reid died in
1991.

Class of 1940 -- From left, Eloise Wiggins, Joe Swain, James E.
(Sonny) Wright, Harold Wright, Charles Volking, Lorrene Lacy, and
teacher Neal Cirlot.
Harold Wright, after completing studies at Livingston (Alabama)
State Teachers College (now Livingston State University) taught for
a time at Dixie High, then Lauderdale and finally at Northeast. He
then went to work in the Meridian office of the Mississippi
Employment Service, but passed away not long after relieving the
author (who retired in 1984) as manager. The author remembers
him as a very dedicated individual, and a talented placement specialist, held in high regard by all who knew him.
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Class
of
1
9
4
1

By Graduation Day, April 8, 1941 Dixie Highway’s
Class of 1941 had nearly quadrupled in size. Having started
out with just seven first-graders, the class at Commencement
numbered twenty-four, as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Bill Simmons, valedictorian
Mary Ryan (Anderson)
George Benson
Inez Johnson (Cooper)
Anita Lowe (Swain)
Sara Mathews (Cobb)
Jeff Pigford
Victor Simmons
Blanche Thompson (Wilson)
Myrtle Culpepper (Gartin), salutatorian
Mary Swain (Gaddie)
Bobbie Tunnin (Simmons)
Alton McMichael
Agnes James (Finchers)
Asa Boswell
Hazel Shirley (Barr)
Rebecca Powell (Davis)
Mary Frances Collier
Judson Catlett
Charlie Gibson
Annie Mae Miller
Mildred Cobb
Blake Mitchell
Marie Allen

Six of the twenty-four shared the special distinction of
having been the first ever to have started school at DHS and
stayed the course through Commencement. Those six, and
one whi nearly made it, appear in the photos following.
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Trailblazers
of
1
9
4
1

That was then -- First-graders Billy Simmons, Mary
Frances Collier, Mary Ryan, Anita Lowe, Sara
Mathews, Marie Allen and Joe Culpepper were members of the first class to start at Dixie Highway and go
all the way to High School Graduation.

Graduation Day, 1941 -- Valedictorian Billy Simmons, left, lined up with
class mates Mary Frances Collier, Mary Ryan, Anita Lowe, Sara Mathews,
and Marie Allen. Classmate Joe Culpepper, who would serve his country
as a career Army man, had gone to Cuba, Alabama, for his Senior year.
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To the members of the School
Board, to our beloved parents, friends, and
schoolmates, this class acknowledges
with deep appreciation your presence
here tonight to share with us the joys of
our graduation.
This class has worked hard, studied, thrived, and accomplished, and now
that we are soon to set forth on new ways,
there must be a parting from the old.
For some of us there isd more education, a continuation of the days we have
known in the past. For others there is a
change that must be made from the
preparatory stage of life to the actual.
Naturally each one of us is asking: What
does the future hold? I think the most
hopeful answer that might me made is that
the future will bring us just what we carry
to it.
If we advance tomet the new life
before us with the qualities of courage,
honesty, and determination, we shall
receive full value for the same. I think
therefore that we can let the future take
care of itself while we enjoy the present.
After all, the present is but the gateway to
tomorrow with the gate held wide open.
But no matter what the future may

hold, of one thing we are certain; the days
we are leaving behind us are some of the
happiest we shall ever know. The long
hours spent with sympathetic teachers
and close friends have yielded a store of
memories that will not be forgottenas long
as we live. It is needless to say that our
Alma Mater will always reign supreme in
our hearts. She has meant much to us.
Our debt to her will only grow greater with
the passing of years. We may be able to
pay the interest on this debt, but we will
never be able to pay the principal.
And now it is time to say Farewell.
With hearts full of gratitude to our teachers
and friends we accept the status of fullfledged graduates and step out into the
world with a sense of growth and responsiblity. Goodbye to the years of our childhood. Farewell to the school we have
known so long, and teachers and schoolmates left behind. Word cannot express
our feelings; they are too deep. You have
to read between the lines to get the full
significance of our emotions. But since
you know us so well, you can understand
the fullest meaning of my final concluding
word: “Farewell.”
Billy Simmons, Class of 1941

t
o
r
y

And this is now (1991) -- returned for a 50th Anniversary class reunion were W. A. (Billy) Simmons, Mary
Ryan Anderson, Anita Lowe Swain, Sara Mathews Cobb, and back in his place anchoring the line at right, Joe
Culpepper (now dec.), welcomed back to the fold for this special occastion.
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Doug Little
Doug Little, who in later years served Lauderdale
County as its Superintendent of Education, had come to
Dixie Highway in 1948 as social studies teacher and
coach of the basketball teams. Finding the dual role to his
liking, he played it for six years, after which he left to
asume the post of principal at Whynot Consolidated
School.
When Doug fist took up his duties as coach, Dixie
Highway had bu tone overriding desire ---- to beat
Vimville. Great was the consternation when he scheduled
that arch-rival for the first game of his first season at the
helm, and greatwas the rejoicing when Dixie Highway prevailed on both fronts, both the
boys’ and girls’ team emerging victorious.
Players included Jack burkhalter, Bennie Morgan, Charles Coker (son of Lamar
and Gussie Pigford Coker), Tommy Carney, Doris Rawson -- remembered as outstanding -- Melvin Lackey, Doris Ross, and Clyde Lummus, among others.
Parents and friends followed their teams with enthusiasm, and Doug well recalls
the 1950 remodeling thatt added bleacher seats to accomodate the public. Fine students
and strong school spirit made up the memories he would carry to his later work as school
principal and eventually as chirf adminstrator of the county’s schools.
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Today, Dixie Highway's wood floors are long gone,
as is the flat roof. Trees grow where classrooms used to be,
their tops visible past the facade. Thanks to the concrete
footings poured decades ago, the solid brick walls still
stand. A tangle of trees, vines, and thick, matted briars bars
access now, and the most recent picture we could obtain
was an old snapshot, from 1985. The present owner at one
time had planned to re-place the roof and put the building
to use as a hay barn.
Overgrown now, the remains of the building stand as
a rather grim reminder of past school days. Perhaps, with
the permission of the owner, a community effort might rescue something. If not, Dixie Highway High School, like so
many old institutions, will live on only in the
memories of those who spent the precious days of youth
there so long ago.

We close this history with a copy of a letter from William H. Sullivan, son of J.E.
Sullivan, the school's second principal, and, on the following page, some thoughts from
Bob Gordon.

July 5, 1984
Mrs. Anita Lowe Swain
5718 Mohawk Road
Meridian, Mississippi 39305
Dear Anita:
You cannot imagine how rewarding it was to receive the invitation to the Dixie Hi
reunion. When I saw the names of Anita Lowe, Mary Swain and Myrtle Culpepper, fond
memories came flooding through.
Before my Mother died, I took her and my Aunt Mattie, recently deceased, to
Toomsuba. and Kewanee a couple of times. On each visit I went back into the old school.
How small it seemed, to have been such a large influence on our lives. Miss Trapp was
the greatest teacher I've ever known.
The school was filled with hay. There were some of the old desks still existing in
the study hall. And the old velvet stage drapery was hanging in shreds in the auditorium
where Miss Still and Lucille Matthews used to play the piano.
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Remember the time when we were planning to sing 'Smile, Darn You, Smile"??
The Board of Trustees would not permit us to say, 'Darn" And how we used to line up on
the walk? Mr. Saxon's bus, always breaking down?Basketball games with Vimville?
Gravel Highway 80? Aunt Fay and Uncle Fed, who cleaned the school?How the Graf
Zeppelin scared the field hands out of their wits? The excitement of seeing the
Cannonball Express go through Kewanee or Toomsuba? The great miracle when someone in Toomsuba put a radio in their car with antenna wires under the running boards?
Yes, we were happy during those simple, terribly hard years of the Great
Depression. But we were all in the same boat, and people were nicer. We could even
have prayers in school. We didn't know it, but we were learning to survive.
Bryan told me he is attending the reunion. It is with heavy regret thatl cannot. Butl
have worked my schedule around a wedding we are attending in Jackson the following
weekend, which is very nearly a family reunion for my wife's family.
Give my best regards to Gussie Pigford Coker. She has remained a dear friend
through the long years, although we have seen each other only intermittently.
I will miss being with all of you. Thanks to each of you — from the bottom of my
heart — for remembering me.
Sincerely,
William H. Sullivan
124 Fox Glen Circle
Irving, Texas 75062
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